
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use ofthefiles We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrainfrom automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 





' . . 






1 





.4} 



1 



SERMONS 



BY THE LATE 



Rev. G EORGE L T N± 

fcflNlSTER OF *THE OOBPEl^ 
STRATHMtOLO» 



To which ii pttfixcd» 

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR* 



EDINBURGII, 



.Frintcd for ihe benefit of thc AUTHOR/s familt* 
•ind publiftied by P. H i L L, Edinburgh, 
and T. KAY, London. 

1794. 



Cnteten in Statfonewi $aW. 



THB 

L I F E 

OF THB 

Reverend GEORGE LYON,, 

Late Minifter of the Gofpel at Stratbmigh* 



]VIr GEORGE LYON was fon to Mr 
James Lyon, minifter of the Gofpel at Blair- 
gowrie, defcended of a younger branch of the - 
noble family of Strathmore. His mother'* ; 
name was Allifon Gillefpie, daughter of thc > 
Iate Mr George Gillefpie» his immediate pre- 
deceflbr. Mr Gillefpie, whofe chara&er was : 
univerfaUy refpe&ed, was defcended of very 
worthy and honourable anceftors. He was, 
grandfon to the gentleman of the fame name, , 
who was one of the members from Scotland, 
of the famous AfTembly of Divines which. 
met at Weftminfter. 

The Author of thefollowing Sermons wa* ; 
borh the i yth day of February 1729. He wa* 
educated at the grammar-fchool of Dundee r . 
apd^ftudied at the unhrerfity bf St Aadrews» 



He was licenfed to preach in the year 
1752 j and, foon after, he came to Strath- 
miglo to vifit his gtandfather, who being 
then in an infirm and declining ftate of 
health, kept hina as his affiftant. While he 
officiated in that capacity, the congregation 
difcovered a very ftrong attachment to him ; 
and the proper fteps having been taken, with 
the confent and cordial approbation of Mr 
Gillefpie, he was ordained as his affiftant 
and fucceffor in May 1754, to the great fa- 
tisfa&ipn of the whole parifh. Mr Gillefpie 
died about two years after, in the 56A "year 
#f his miniftry. 

In the year 1757, he married Sophia Mar- 
fcall, youngeft daughter of the reverend 
David Marfhall, late minifter of the gofpel 
fn Kifkaldy, who furVives him,- and by 
whom he had feveral children. His eldeft 
fon, James* a very promifing young man, 
died at St Andrews, where he was ftudying 
divinity, in the year 1782. In the year 
1779, his fecond fon David went out in the 
Loyalift privatecr of Greenock, which fhip, 
jtfter fhe failed from Grcenock, was never 
afterwards heard ofj — it is believed fhe 
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fSuadered at fea. Two fons and three 
daughters are ftill alive. 

He continued minifter of Strathmiglo till . 
his death, which happened very unexpe&ed- 
ly on the i6th Fcbruary 1793* He was 11* 
his ordinaryjfiate of health on the morning 
of the day on tfhich he died. After family ' 
worftiip, a duty which he re^ularly perform- 
ed, he complained of a pain in 4iis temples, 
and, in a few mimites he appeared to be al- 
together infenfible. . Medioal afliftance was 
immediately procured, and every mean of 
recovery was attempted in vain. He died 
about 7 o'dock in the evening, to the inex- 
preffible grief of his congregation, and 
much and fincerely. regreted by aN who , 
were honoured with hisr acquairilanc^ . 

The great outlines of his chara&er werey, 
fervent piety towards God, unaffefted fim- . 
plicity of manner», and undeviadng integrU . 
ty of -heart*.. The natural ,effe&s of thefe, , 
were great refpe&ability as a minifter of the 
gofpel, the affeftion and efteem-of his famu 
ly and friends, together with flead-itiefs and , 
uniforftiity in his puWic-eonduS?; . The m#- 
dc% of jbis nature prevented him.fr oin dif— • 
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playlng the powers of his mind ; but --^wfienr» 
his duty required it,.he never failed to exert 
them. Hence, in every important a£Hon of 
Bis life, he enjoyed the peculiar felicity of : 
making the principles of his conduft confpi- 
cuous and apparent jandthe principles ,cjf * 
his conduft he never needed to conccaL 

He poffeffed that, uninterrupted equanfmi» . 
ty of temper which 1 made him bear mjury,, 
without refentment* and that amiable gen» 
tlenefs of difpofition which difpofed him ont 
cvery occafion to think favourably, and to •. 
Ipeak favourably of mankiad*. It pfeafed; 
Obd to bring Ms fekh to the touchftone ; ; 
and in the greateft trials o£ hisi Hfe,. he.coa* 
Cpicuoufly iltuftrated the do&rines o£ meel&* 
nefs and. refignation, . which . hc conftandy. 
taught. 

We cannotbetter concludtTthfe fliort ac* 
count of his life- and chara&erj than by 
fome extrafts; from? fermonsj preaehed by 
the Reverend Mr JMartm of Monimail^ from. 
Job v. 26...foon after. our AuthorV death*. 
and from Zech. i. .5. on the occafion of in.— 
ttodudng^his fon as t his fucceffbr. 

" Qnft-* 
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" One of the hatural advantages of teli- 
ion is longevity, The difpofitions and con- 
[utt of thofe.who are truly religious, pre-* 
fcrve them from many things that are inju- 
ribus to health and old age. . They are free 
from the havock which paffion, ftrife, and 
care, make on tfae conftitution. They live 
and walk in love, in temperance, in purity . 
and peace. Wifdom hokis length of days 
in her right hand, God, in hi& all-ruling 
providence, in a thoufand various ways^ . 
nath refcued kis people from difeafe, and 
danger, and death; hath, in a^remarkable. 
xnanner, preferved aliye the foals-of his fer- - 
vants. This promife and defcription have .- 
often been juftified and realized. * 

" Thou fhalt come to thy grave in a full 
age, like as a fhock of corn cometh in, in 
his feafon. 

" What man is there that does not wifh 
to feemany days? Yes, days of enjoyment 
are univerfally defired. Life is endeared to 
thofe who perceive and enjoy the efFe&s of 
their own plans and counfels and exertions ^ 
who find they are ufeful to the world, and 
dear to their friends and to their families, 
and that their children arife and call them, 
andthus truly reuder them, bleffed. Life 

couiinues-- 



-viii TVLxf* 

contiiiues precious while the faculties re- , 
main, the graces and virtues. of the divine ■ 
life increafe, and the work^of righteoufnefs ' 
is peace, and the . effeft of righteoufnefs 
quietnefs and affurance, and the hoary head , 
is a crown of glory. An aged faint is well 
compared to a fhock of corn that cometh in, 
in his feafon : full of days, of peace, and of 
honour ; refpe&ed of men, beloved and ho- 
noured of God, he is gathered to his fa- 
thers. As a fhock of corn, he is ripened in 
goodnefs and in worth : As a fhbck of corn, fc 
lodged in fafety, he is out of the reach of 
injury : As a fhock of corn, he is added to 
the precious colleftion in the celeftial grana- 
ry, to which at length will be joined the 
complete harvefl of the faints, with Him 
who is the refurreftion and the life, with 
Ghrift the firft fruits, at the^great day of the 
I^ord. 

" I queftion not, my brethren, that the 
words, we have been confidering, occafion 
much fearching of heart among you, at this 
time. A recent, an affe&ing, a moft iir- 
terefting event, rufhes into your thoughts. 
You fay, Yes, the words of Eliphaz are ful'- 
filled. Did not he come to his grave as a 
fcock of corn cometh in, in his feafon ? — 
I find I muft check myfelf. ]A feviewing that 
event, in confidering and diicourfing of the 
mature worth, the chara&er, the happinefs 
of your highly refpeded and much beloved 
paftoiy I ftxould beupfitted for continuiiig 

th^. 
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tht fervice; and you, many of you, from at- 
tending to it with that compofure it re* 
quires. I only fay, then, in one view, what 
an enyiable event ! refpeft, ufefulnefs, en- 
joymententire to the very laft i In another, 
the event is moft affe&ing. I need not fay, 
to whom : I need not fay, in what. — Yet, I 
muft add, and do not you allow, my friends 
— yes, you muft allow, the moft afflitted of 
you muft confefs, that comfort predomi- 
nates : — For, do not we all exclaim, " Blef- 
<€ fed are the dead that die in the Lord : 
" They reft.from their labours, and their 
iC works follow them." 



cc The death of a faithful minifter of re- 
ligionis peculiarly interefting and affefting. 

cc Yes, faymany, thememory ofwhatever 
is moft intereftijig and affefting, is conneft- 
ed with the remembrance of our worthy 
paftor : For, under his miniftry, and by the 
bleffing of God on his labours, we were firft 
made to think ferioufly of our condition; 
his prayers were heard ; his counfels were 
received ; we were convinced, and changedj, 
and edified, and coraforted. His example 
direfted and animated us : in the hour of 
diftrefs and forrow, his confolations f and 
prayers relieved and reflored our fouls. 

cc Though a faithful minifter is delirous to. 
be ufefui to all his congregation, according 
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to the variety of their fituations and charao 
Jers, as he is able to difcover them, and faas 
©pportunities of contributing to the beft in* 
ierefts of his people ; there are fome Atfho 
are more kiterefted in him, and to whom he 
can be more ufeful than to others, to whom* 
therefore, his departure rauft be pecuiiarly 
affe&ing. 

" Friendfliip refults from more intimate 
acquaintance, and frequency of intercourfe ; 
from fimilarity of difpofitions, and opportu» 
nities of good offices ; from tried affeftion, 
and firom tried worth. Friendfhip binds 
men clofely together. Jonathan loved David 
as his own foul. u If a friend is as thine 
*' own foul ;" — if fo dear a friend, a friend 
dear becaufe of affe&ion and worth, is re- 
jmoved,— feparation muft be feverely felt, e- 
fpecially after the enjoyment of the advan» 
tages and endearments of amity for many 
years. You have loft a mjnifter, fay they 
to their neighbours ; we have loft a minifter 
a$d «. friend, who fhared in our joys and 
our forrows, and in whofe advice and affec- 
tion we could always confide. 

" I defcend into a deeper vale of aifliftion 
and of forrow, when I defcribe the lofs, and 
therefore the diftreffes, of nearer relations. 
I will not renew their exquifite fufferings. 
It is perhaps too much, to have opened the 
tender fcene : though, who can pafs it with- 
out attention? who can open it without 
cmotion, and without advantage? 

"It, 



•J th AlTTHOfU X? 

" It will ferve to relieve utf from th^ ef- 
fefts. of this fender fubjed, to obfcrve, that 
a ftriking and interefting circumftaneC k* 
tke death of a faithful minifter is, h* * cha* 
ra&er and ufefulnefs remaining ent&re to the 
cnd of Kfe. 

. " Such honour have not all me»: fttch 
honour have not all the faints* Old age, 
alas i often prefents us with that which ex- 
ckes our pity, rather than our veneration, 
When debility appears in the mind as well 
atin the body ; when the minddecays before 
the body, and the faculties are much im- 
paired ; when difeafe of body is added to the 
fadder affii&ion of an enfeebled, exhaufted, 
diftempered mind, a mind of peevifhnefs and 
complaining, of anxiety and fear, a length* 
cned exiftence cannot be defirable ; afltf 
death is rather to be chofen than life. Bnt the 
man of piety, of ufefulnefs, of refpettabili- 
ty, moving onwards, to the very end of Kfe> 
in the uninterrupted courfe of duty, and 
pofleffing all that duty and worth fecures* 
we contemplate as peculiarly favoured of 
God. Our fincere regret and lamentation 
are mingled and foftened, and almoft loft, ia 
our admiration of the enviable lot of the 
friend of heaven. Our hearcs are compofed 
in regarding the contraft that forces itfelf on 
our obfervation. What a difference betwixt 
them smd their furviving friends, and thofe 
who have dragged on life, long after the days 
«#f ftrength of body, and vigour of mind* 
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and real enjoyment were ended : their friends 
relieved, and even comfbrted on the long 
expe&ed diffolution. 

" The cafe of Mofes was perhap& without 
example in any age. His eye was not dim, 
nor his natural force abated : But we could 
reckon up not a few in our own time, who 9 
according to |he convi&ion pf all who knevr 
them 9 refembled Simeon; and might have faid 
with him, " Now letteft thou thy fervants de- 
" .^partih peace, our eyes have feefc thy falva- 
u . tion." Your thoughts and mine, my bre- 
tbren, are very naturally turaed to a particu* 
lar inftance, at prefent, of ufefuiefs, refpeft, 
and a&ive duty, entire to the very laft. — 
Has not every one of us reafon to fay, as I 
do, from the bottom of my foul, bn con- 
fjjdering this very memorabk, affe&ing, yet 
comfortable event, — " Let me die the death 
" of the righteous ! Let my laft end bc 
*<4ikehisl" 
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HE fermons here offered to the public* 
the fubfcribers, in general, know to be poft- 
humous. That their Author tnight have once 
entertained the idea of giving a few of thenx 
to the world, is rendered fomewhat ptobable, 
from the circumftance of correfted copies of 
feveral having been found among his paper** 
But the impreffion of the prefent volume wa« 
not planned by him. It is publiflied by hii* 
furviving friends, in compliance with the ge- 
neral defire exprefled among all uho were 
acqnainted with his piety and ufefulnefs, 
and particularly by the members of hit> own 
congregation, that fome memorials bf his 
teaching, and of his l^bours of love, might 
be preferved ; and that, though they werc 
deprived of his perfonal prefence, he might 
ftill live among them, and profit their im- 
mortal fouls, by his holy counfeis, and 
heaven-learnt wifdom. It muft fhare, there- 
fore, in the difadvantage attcnding every 
publication in fimilar circumftances, ot being 
unpreparedb) itsauthor, fortheprefs: many 
things muft be lefs fully unfolded j many 
t b lefs 
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lefs accuratcly finifhed, than if he himfelf 
had been their editor. Every attention, 
however, has been ufed, to feleft fuch dif- 
courfes as appeared to be moft complete: 
and trouble and pains, to a degree that has 
confiderably retarded the appearance of the 
volume, have been taken, to render it as 
correft, as fidelity to the originals, and to 
the public, would admit. Every fermon has 
been carefully revifed ; and, inorder to pre- 
vent the repeated printing of the fame things, 
bas been clofely compared with the others, 
Vpon fimiiar topics. Notwithftanding this 
Wtention, however, it has been impoffible, 
' without a daring freedoin of alteration, to 
prevent, in a few inftances, a repetition of 
partieular expreffions and ideas. It is natu- 
ually accounted for, from the fimilarity of 
the occ&fions on which fome of che fermons 
were delivered ; and from the rehtion that 
fubfifts -between many of the fubje&s. 

But, though publiflied, doubtlefs, with va- 
rious difadvantages, there is good reafon, thc 
Author^s friends affure themfelves, to truft, 
that, in thefe difcourfes, the humble bdiever 
will receive, and will thankfully difcover an 
abundant fupply, at once, of evangelical com- 
fort and dire&ion. He wil] perufe the exer- 
cyifes of a holy mind» which believed, and 
which practifed, as it taught : and he will 
gladly pereeive the great do&rines of reli- 
gion^ which foim the chief theme of his rae* 

ditations, 



ditations, and are the foundations of his hap- 
pinefs/ fo faily and folemnly inculcated. 
Amid the tears, therefbre, which thefriends 
of the Author feed over his memory, they 
rejoice to think, that many may yet be pro- 
fited by his labours, and may yet thank hiri* 
in the kingdom of heaven, for the inftruttioti 
and encouragement which is contained in 
the foilowing pages : — inftru&ion and encou- 
ragement, delivered with fuch perfpicuity of 
language, and fimplicity of manner, as to be 
adapted for thc benefit of every capacity,, 
and of every rank. 

It is evide&t, from the whole tenor of 
thefe difcourfcs, that the author's great ofc- 
je& was, to be profitable and inftruftive to 
thofe whom he addreffed : and it was with 
him a matter of confcieace, and of ftudy, to 
adapt every expreffion, and every aargumenfy 
to the capacity of even the moft uninformed 
amoagft them. What wouid be ufeful to 
them, he preferfed to that ofnament and po- 
fiih, which, however it might have added to 
the reputation of his genius and tafte, would 
have little tended to the edification of hm 
fiock. In their hearing, he vtrould have beent 
forry to have employed a word or thought, 
that was above their >T comprehenfion ; or to 
have pleafed the ear of the learned and the 

Eolite, at the expence of the great body of 
is people. It is hoped, however, that the 
ftyte^ though plain, and fometimes even fa- 
b z soilkc* 
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jnitiar* will never be found low; or thefen- 
timents mean. This fimplicity is,, by no 
xneans, inconfiftent with correftnefs : and the 
tafte, which is not altogether faftidious, may 
• difcover, that, in thefe fermons, it perfe&ly 
accords with much energy, both pf thought 
^nd of dittion. 

Readers, who admire only thofe elegant 
Stfid highly finifhed delineations, either of vir- 
tue in general, or of particular graces, as 
tcnfidercd merely in themfelves, will not here 
xneet with a food much adapted to their in- 
tellettual appetite. But the devout Chrif- 
tian will find what is more for his ad- 
vantage : he will find univerfal excel- 
lence. and particular duty, enforced from 
their conne&ion with the great articles 
t>f his feith ; and deriving from it a com- 
manding influence on his heart, infinitely 
fuperior to all that they could receive from 
the moft elegant defcription, and the fubtleft 
argumentation, where that conne&ion k 
difregarded, or brought but flightly into 
view. The Author, as a minijter of the gofpel, 
did not confider it his office to be a mere 
teacher of moral philofophy and ethics. 
"While, therefore, he earneftly recommended 
every virtue, and endeavoured to encourage 
it by an unblameable example, he uniformly 
jnade the peculiar do&rines of the gofpel the 
grand bafis of his arguments, and the lead- 
.ijig thejne of his admonitions j and in thefei, 

hc 
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he knew, and he felt, that virtue had her 
beft fecurity, and moft univerfal fupport. 

The fermon preached on the occafion of 
the Author's death^ is, at the defire of many 
who heard it delivered, annexed to this vo- N 
lume; and it is hoped, both on account of 
the general truths which it contains, and *the 
particular applications, that it will afford an 
agreeable entertainment to the reader. 

There is a fufficient number of fermons 
yet remaining among the Author's manu- 
fcripts to fill another Volume equal in fize to 
the prefent ; and if it fhall be defired by a 
refpeftable number of fubfcribers or others, 
it may at fome future period be offered to 
the public, at the expence and hazard of the 
publifher. The reafon for mentioning this 
at prefent is, that if the demand fliould make 
the fecond volume neceffary, it is intended 
to give along with it, gratis^ in order to fuit • 
the conveniency of fubfcribers, title pages 

fpr a firft and fecond volume. 

« 

The reader will not be difpleafed to find, . 
tbat he has 12 fermons rnore than was offered 
in the fubfcription papers. The fmallnefs 
of the type was the occafion of this. The 
number originally propofed was 18 ; and 
that number, in fuch a type as is ufually em- 
ployed in fimilar publications, would haf e 
fully fufficed. The Editor hopes, . that the 

kaawlfidgj^. 
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knowfedg* <*f Ais circumftance, together 
with his Iimitation in point of rirne, wilt 
plead his excufe with the reader of difcern- 
Hient, who may occafionaily remaik ckher 
inacurracies ^r repetitioas, which otherwf& 
might have been morc eafily prevented. 
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SERMON I. 

THE EVIDENCES AND ILLUSTRATION OF 
CHRIST*S RESURRECTION. 



Matthew xxviii. 6. 

He is not here, for he is rlfen, as hefaid : come, fee the 
place where the Lord lay. 



THE predi&ion of our Saviour, cohcerning hit 
crucifixion and death, was now accoroplifned. 
tiis enemies had nailed him to the crofs ; and he 
bowed the head and gave up the ghoft. During this 
fcene of affli£Hon to the Son of .God, his avowed 
difciples had forfaken him, and fled. The common 
ceremonies of burial, and the attendance and refpeft 
which all nattons have given to the dead, would have 
been negle&ed in this inftance, if Jofeph of Arima- 
thea, a rich man, and a difciple of CJirift m his 
heart, had not begged his body from the Roman go- 
vernor, and laid it in his own tomb. "While he was 
emplpyed in this honourable fervice, Mary Magda- 
lene, and another Mary, the mother of Jarnes and 
Jofes, who beheld the crucifixion afar off, were fit- 
ting over-againft the fepulchre. The memory of our 
Saviour^s chara&er» and gratitude in Mary Magda- 
lene, for the miracle which he had wrought in her 
curcj had a morepowerful effeft on thfcfe ^vou* ^o- 
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men, than a conftant feries of miracles, a continued 
difplay of the pureft excellence, and than the plaineft 
predi&ions of his death had on his immediate dif- 
.ciples. The teftwnonies of their refpecT: were not 
here terrninated ; for as foon as the Jewifb Sabbath 
was Qver, on the dawning of the firft day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene^ and the other Mary, to 
fee the fepulchre. They thought not, any more than . 
his other followers, of his refurre£Hon from th£ 
dead ; but their love to their Mafter was more ar- 
dent ; and they came with fweet fpices to anoint his 
body. " And behold, there was a great earthquake ; 
€i for the angel of the Lord defcended from heaven, 
<( and came and rolled back the ftone from the door, 
ci and fat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
41 ning, and his raiment white as fnow. And for 
44 fear of him the keepers did fhnke, and became as 
^ €S dead men. And the angel anfwered and faid unto 
N 4€ the womcn, Fear not ye ; for I know that ye feek 
4( Jefus, which was crucified. He isnothere, for 
<( he is rifen, as he.faid : come, fee the place where 
4C the Lord lay." 

In thefe words you may obferve the particular 
ground of encouragement and comfort which the an- 
gel gives to thefe difconfolate womcn ; — He is not 
here ; his body is not now in the tomb where you 
left it. But as this ajone would have deprived them 
of the melancholy contplation of doing the laft of- 
iices of kindnefs to his dead body, he is in hafte to 
inform them of his-aftonifhing victory over the power 
of death. The word r//>//, in the original language, 
is expreffive of that aclive power, or felf-animating. 
principle, by which the Son of God raifed himfelf 
trom the dead : — But he is rifen, as he faid. His re- 
furrection is the fulfilment of what he himfelf fo fre- 
• «juently forttold ; why then fhould it appear incre- 
Jjble i The requeft which the angel makes to the 
two women in the hft. part of the verle, w Com^ fee 
the place whcre the Lord lay •," althou^tv \t nw*% «- 
teme/y natunh yet. were it to ftani aSone, \t co\A& 
^ *So\* 
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affoid no abfolute proof of the refurre£tion. The 

tomb might be empty, and yet the Saviour of the 

world not reftored to life. The circumftance, at the 

fame time, was extremely natural ; becaufe, in the fi- 

tuation in which the women were placed, the empty 

fepulchre was the fiiyft kind of convi&ion thcy woulcl 

require; for, had he bcen there, he was not rifen. Btit, 

ftill farther, in thc conne£tion in which this requeft 

ftood, it aftbrded them the higheft poilible evidence 

of the fa£V, : After they were.convinced that the body 

of their Mafter was not in the grave, there was no 

other way of accounting for the earthquake, for the 

appearance of the angel, and the confternation of the 

Roman guards, than that he was rifen with power 

and authority from the dead. 

It is of the greateft importance to Chriftiana to 
have their minds well eftablifhed in the oelief of this 
fa& 5 for the refurre&ion of Chrift is the great and 
leading evidence of the truth of our religion ; thc 
circumftance on which our faith, our hope, and our 
happinefs, do finally depend. 

The Chriftian revelation was the fubjeft of pro- 
phecy under the Old Teftament difpenfation ; it was 
rendered credible by the reafonablenefs of its doc- 
trines 5 it was fupported by the miracles which our 
Saviour wrought ; but it was only by this laft and 
concluding evidence, that it was for ever afcertained * 
to all gcnerations : for if Chrift had coniinued in the 
ttate of the dead, all the proofs of his divine milTion 
would have becn of 110 avail. The prophecics would 
have appeared wonderful, but never completely ful- 
nllcd. The do£lrine whichhe taught would havecon- 
tinued reafonable; but its Author had periihed. The 
miracles of his life would hare remained aftoniflung, 
but confuted by his death. His enemics would have 
continued to infult hiin in the language of his pcrfr- 
cutors, " He faved others, himfelf he could not iave;" 
wdhjs friends, who Joved his do&rine, aruWooVsA. 
Jor falvation by him, could but have \omeA vAOtv xkfc 
Mpondmg difciptes, « VVe trufted it KaA \>«ti \tf 
B % w ^\ 
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" who ftiould have redeemed Ifrael." In a word, as 
the apoftle Paul exprefles it, " If Chrift had not 
11 rifen, our preaching had been vain, and your faith 
" alfo vain." 

The refurreftion of Chrift, then, being a fa& of fo 
great importance, it is certainly of the higheft mo- 
ment to our faith in him, and to our comfortable 
hope of pardon and falvation, that our minds be well 
aflured of its truth. 

In difcourfing on this moft important and comfort- 
able fubje&, I fhall endeavour to lay before you, firfl % 
The evidences of our Lord's refurre&ion. Secondly t 
The manner and circumftances of it. And, laftiy % 
ccnlude with a few pra&ical refledlions. 

I. Let us attend to the evidcnces of our Lord*s re- 
furreftion. And, in doing this, I fhall mention a few 
plain fafts, and endeavour to confirm them by fome 
plain obfervations. 

i . The refurre&ion of Chrift was frequently pre- 
di&ed by himfelf before his death, both to his dif- 
ciples and to the Jews. Six days before the transfi- 
guration, " Jefus began to fhew unto his difciple» 
" how that he muft fuffer many things, and be killed, 
<c and be raifed again the third day." And as he^was 
defcending from the mountain of transfiguration, he 
charged the three difciples, faying, " Tell the vifion 
" to no man, until the Son of man be rifen from 
" the dead." For the fame purpofe, 6n his laft jour- 
ney to Jerufalem, he took the twelve difciples apart 
in the way, and faid to them, ,c Behold, we go up to 
" Jerufalem ; and the Son of man ihall be betrayed 
" unto the chief priefts and to the fcribcs, and they 
u fhall condemn him tb death, and the third day he 
" fhall rife again." But, befides thefe plain intima- 
tions to his difciples, he gave fome obfcure hints of 
his refurreftion to the Jews at large. When they 
required of him a fign from heaven, he faid to them, 
" Deftroy thi$ temple, and in three days I will ratfe 
" It up agzin - 9 " and when they mAft.ook Ya^ m^xvvcv^ 
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and underftood it of the temple at Jerufakm, th« 
cvangelift informs us, that he fpoke of the temple of 
his body. 

Thefe predi&ions of our Saviour fuggcft fevcral 

obfervations, which tend to confirm his refurreclion. 

He not only informs them that he was to rife on the 

third day ; but, at the very fame time, he informs thcm 

that he was to be put to death in a public manner. 

The truth of this part of the prophecy, as depending 

on the malice of his enemies, could not be counter- 

feited •, and the fulfilment of this gives credit to the 

whole. For though you fuppofe, that the mere.re- ■ 

gard to reputation would make an impoftor concert 

with his followers the fcheme of a refurredtion ; yet, 

in this cafe, he would not blend with the prophecy of 

his death, thofe circumitanccs which would make it 

impoflible for them to carry on the deception. We 

fee farther, from the hiftory of our Saviour, that 

this predi&ion had gained no credit with his difciplcs* 

In no part of * their lives do they feem to have been 

capable of condu£ting any intricate operations of de- 

ceit. They were undefigning, illiterate, fimple, but 

honefl men. And at the prefent crilis, their hopes» 

were extinguiflied j they were difperfed, and fcatter- 

.ed abroad, as ftieep having no ihepherd. There is: 

not the leaft probability, from theif charafter, that, 

in their prefent fituation, they would make any at- 

tempt to impofe on mankind ; and if, on the other 

hand, they gave any credit to their Mafter's predic- 

tion, they would wait the event in anxiety and fuf- 

penfe. But when we confider the hiftory of their 

conducl, in connection with the prediftion of our 

Saviour, the circumftance moft worthy of obferva- 

tion is, that if the whole had been an impofition, 

their condu£t would have been reprefentcd in a diffe- 

rent manner. It would have been much more natu- 

ral for the inventor of fuch a hiftory, or the abet- 

tor of fuch an impofition, to have told us, that his 

immediate followers gave credit to his prophecy, and 

fitnJy expecled beforehand thatrhe wovxid t\Ce from 

B 3 \k& 
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the . dead. The facred regard which every man has 
to his own chara£ter, and the overfinifhing of the 
Ijpene of falfehood, which has, and which ever will 
happen in every fcencof falfehood, would have pro- 
duced this account. We find this predi&ion appear- 
ing in its natural effe& on the cunning and malicious 
minds of ChrifFs enemies. Attentive to every cir- 
curnftance which might fecure^their triumph, they 
come to Pilate, faying, " Sip, we remember that that 
t€ deceiver faid, while he was yet alive, After' 
t€ three days I will rife again. Command therefore 
€t that the fepulchre be made fure until the third day, 
€€ left his difciples come by night and fteal him away, 
* € and fay unto the people he is rifen from the dead ; 
4€ fo the laft error fhall be worfe than the firft. And 
<€ they went and made the fepulchre fure, fealing 
* € the ftone, and fetting a watch." This is one of 
thofe inftances wherein artifice defeats' its own pur- 
pofe ; for this fecurity of the Pharifees and chief 
priefts, is a proof to us, that the thing which they ap- 
prehended could not poffibly happen. 

2. The refurre&ion of Chrift is afcertained by a 
competent number of witncffes. This plainly ap- 
pears, from the concurring teftimony of the four 
Evangelifts, who agree in telling us, that he rofe from 
the dead on the third day : and, as the higheft evi- 
dence which fuch a matter of faft is capable of re- 
ceiving, that he appeared to his apoftles and*dif- 
ciples, not once, but on feveral occafions ; and not 
in a manner which would give them a tranfient view 
©f him, but in a way of the moft famifiar converfa- 
tion. ThuS.he appcared to the women who came to 
■vifit the fepulchre, and comforted them ; after this, 
to two of his difciples going to Emmaus, with whom 
lie familiarly converfed, and' expounded to them m 
all the fcriptures the things concerning himfelf. The 
fame evening he appeared to ten of the apoftles, 
Thomas only being abfent ; and, a week after, to all 
the eleven, when Thomas was prefent, whofe doubt- 
Sng faith hc condefcended to confirm x by fuffcring 
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him to handle his body ; " Reach hither thy finger," 

fays he, <c and behold my hands $ reach hither thy 

u hand, and thruft into my fide ; an.d be not faithlefs, 

" but believing." Some time after, he fliowed himr 

fclf td feven of the difciples at the fea of Tiberias, 

and not only talked with them, but did eat and drink, 

with fome of the fame circumftarices which he had 

iifed before his crucifixion. And, not to mcntion his 

more private appeaTances, cc he was feen," fays thc 

apoftle Paul, cc of above fiye hundred brethren at 

c< once, of whom the greater part remain unto this 

cc prefent, but fome are fallen afleep. After that, he 

cc was feen of James, then of all the apoftles ; and . 

u laft of all, he was feen of me alfo, as of one 

cc born oufr of due time." In this manner he. conti- 

nue4 forty days, fhewing himfelf ali? e after his paf- 

(ion, by many infallible proofs, and to many wit- 

nefles, and fpeaking of the things pertaining to the 

kingdom of God ; and then at laft, in the prefence 

of all the apoftles-,he afcended vifibly into heaven, and 

a cloud received him out of their figbt. We have 

here a greater number of witnefies than what is ne- 

ceflary to eftablifh any faft ; and all thefedeclared, 

and conftantly afErmed, that they faw Jefus alive 

again, and converfed with him after he was rifcn. 

3. The witnefles of Chrilfs refurreftion are in all 
refpects worthy of credit. There is no reafon to 
fufpecl: them of being deceived, or of an intention 
to deceive. They were wcll acquainted with the 
perfon, the manners, and converfation of Chrift ; 
and%therefore it was impofiible that any perfon, in 
the prefencc of his difciples, could aflume his cha- 
raftcr. Their teftimohy receives farther credit, frorn 
their dirnculty of belief. The thing appeared fo e*> 
traordinary, that when the news was firft brought 
them that Jefus was rifen, they took it for an idle 
tale, and believed it not. The firft time they faw 
him alive after his paffion, they were afr«id, and fup- 
pofed they had feen a fpirit. In a word, they did 
not hairiJ/ givc crcdit to the rcgott oi Yua-tdbxnt^ 
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tion, but fufpended their belief, till the evidence of 
its reality was fo full and convincing, that it would 
have been wcaknefs or folly to have continued longer 
in doubt. 

But again, as they were not deceived themfelves, 
fo, confidering theit eftablifhed charatter for upright- 
nefs and integrity, and the fufferings to which their 
teftimony expofed them, we can have no good reafon 
to believe them capable of impoGng on others. Nei- 
ther their fortune nor their reputation gained any ad- 
dition from the deceit. They faw the leading men 
of the Jewifti nation, the Roman government, and 
the general voice of the people, purfuing their Ma- 
fter even to the death. There was nothing but per- 
fecution, and ignominy and reproach, to be expe£ted 
in his fervice* Except ithad been the convi&ion of 
the truth, trtfere was no motive to impel them to af- 
fert the refurre&ion ; for, in no fuppofed condition of 
humanity, can fuffering and ignominy, in their own 
nature, be a confolation to the periecuted and de- 
fpifed. In this inftance, they gave the higheft evi- 
«lence of fincerity poffible to be given : they ventured 
^their lives for their teftimony ; they fealed it with 
their blood ; and not one of them, by the cruelleft 
tortures, or by the profpe£k of death, could be in- 
duced to withdraw his evidence from this important 
faft. The credibility of their teftimony is farther 
fupported by the different charafter which they af- 
fumed, as foon as they were fully convinced ot the 
refurreftion. You no longer behold the timid and 
fpiritlefs difciples of a crucified and dead Mafter : 
You have no lotfger to trace them in the lurking 
places of Jerufalem, or in the ftiady retreats of the 
mountain of Olives. They appeared with the confi- 
dence of men, who were confcious that they fpake 
what they faw and heard. " Let all the houfe of 
" Ifrael know affuredly, that God hath made that 
" fame Jefus whom ye haye crucified, both Lord 
." and Chrift." And when the rulers had called 
Pctcr and John, and comnianded them not to fpeak 
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at all, nor tcath in the name of Jefus 5 they anfweru 
ed and faid to them, " Whether it be right in the 
u fight of God to hearken unto you more than God, 
cc judge ye. For we cannot but; fpeak the things 
c< which we haye feen and heard." 

4. The witnefles of the refurre£Hon publiflied this 
fa&, at the very ttme, and in the very place where 
it happened, and freely fubmitted it to the ftri&eft 
inquiry. Inftead of being afraid of a difcovery, as 
impoftors generally are, they conftantly appealed to 
the Jews, who, from the keennefs of their malice, 
were much inclined, and who had it eafily in their 
power, to difprove the refurre&ion, if it had beea 
falfe. cc Ye men of Ifrael, faid the apoftle Peter, 
u ftanding up with the eleven, hear thefe words : 
" Jefus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
" you, by miracles, and wonders, and figns, which 
c< God did by him in the midft of you, as ye your- 
c< felves alfo know.. Him, being delivered by the de-» 
c< terminate counfel and foreknowledgc of God, yc 
" have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
cc and flain. Whom God hath raifed up, having 
cc loofed the pains of death. This Jefus hath God 
<c raifed up, whereof we all are witnefTes. And the 
" fame day there were added to them about three 
c< thoufand foula." 

Tou fee, then, on what fure and infallible grounds 
we build our faith in this important article. It is m- 
deed a nail faftened in a fure place 5 and biefied bc 
God it is fo ; fox on this refts the whole weight of 
our faith and hope, and eternal happinefs. 

II. I am to lay before you the manner and circum- 
ftances of ChriftVrefurre&ion from the dead. And 
if we attend to the fcriptures of truth, the only furc_ 
and unerring guide in thia matter, we will find, 

1. That he arofe with awfui majefty, becoming 
the Son of God, the Supreme Lord of heaven and 
^arth. cc For behold," fays the evangelift, cc therc 
cc was a grcat earthquake, and an an&d oi tio_t liot^ 
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" defccnded from heaven, and roiled back the ftone 
" trom :he dour of rhe fepuichre, and fat upon it." 
At ::us jw:"ui momcnr, heaven as it were defcended 
:o cjrrh. jnd :u:ur: trembied. The earthquake wai 
.1 rokcn 01 :riu:npii and victory which our Saviour 
.r/.we. aot o;iiy :o the Roman guards and the neigh- 
bimr.n^ cicv, bur :o :he whoie world, that he had 
ovrrcome ucath ■:• his own terr;:ories, and rifen a 
cr.queror ovcr :il iiis enemies. The appearance of 
chc anccl was fpiendid and ^loricus. His counte- 
tjiicc :ho:ie like :he britjlunefs of lightning, and his 
raimev: w.:s white as fnow. So awful indeed was 
chc poinp .;nd m^eily of our Loru's refurreclion, that 
j viuV.e crtlxc was procuced on thofe men who were 
jecuitomea :o face ianirer in ail its fonns, and death 
iticif in tho ridd ox barrle ; " The keepers trembled 
•* for rVor, ind become a& dead men." 

2. His rcfurrecciort waa eiecfeed by his own power. 
H* w.is iioc jwaked :rom the dcad, as fome have fool- 
ilhly i:uj$:i:;cd % by any o£ thofe circumitances which 
wcrc hitcuded :o give diguicy to his refurrection. It 
was nvt :he e.;rthquoke, ncr the ingel, that revived him 
i:i thc fepulchre- H^ quiekened and raifed himfelf 
by the powcr cf his owii divinicy : for as he volunta- 
ri!y reiigncd his own life, fo he had power to refumc 
it ac pteafure. u I lay dcwn my liie," fays he> 
* 4 that I mi^hc take ic again : I hive pov/er to lay it 
fc down, jrtd l h.ive power to take it again (j)." 
And the .ijviUe P.iui tcl.s u$, " Thac he was deciared 
€i to bc the Son of God wich pewer, by his refurrec- 
u tion fr^:*i :he diad ^ :*'" a pliin procf. tha: he rjif- 
cd hin-.fe!: : for :f he hjd bc^:i r.iilc«l by :h: rowcr of 
thc Father alrne, w!u: more vouLL have app^ircd in 
bis ref u r re c: icr.. t h .m l:i :li •. : c f o :1: c r i w h j -. c r c r :; : :"cd 
by the Ume power r Or, how coulu h : .s rc; ".irrcrci j:i 
Lave been fo powerful a dcmoailra:ion tlu; hc wjs 
thc Son of God ? 

3. His rcfurrection was acccmpanied whh tlut of 
fevcr^ l of thc dcparted fainto. This rcnurk-ble cir- 

~ cumiuncc 

/ John x. 17, 18. (b. Rcm.\. v 
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cumftance the cvangelift Matthew exprefsly mentibns. 
" The graves," fays he, " were opened, and many 
" bodies of the faints which flept, arofe, and came 
" out of their graves after his refurrc&ion, and went 
" into the holy city, and appeared to many (c)" It 
is not permitted to us to inquire minutely into thc 
nature of this wonderful appearance of the faints, or 
what became of them afterwards. A vail of filence 
and feciecy is drawn over this tranfa&ion; and there- 
fore, to fearch mto it, as fome have done> is a matter 
of vain and impertinent curiofity. It is fufficient for 
ustoknow, that they were defigned as trophies of 
ChrilVs vi&ory over death and the gravc, as the firft 
fruits of his power, and a blefled earneft of the fu- 
ture refurre&ion of the juft. Hcreby it was declar- 
ed, that Jefus, by dying,, had conquered death ; and 
that, in virtue of his refurreftion, all that fleep in 
him, fhould, in due time, be quickened and reviv- 
cd. 

4. The refurre&ion of Chrift was attended with 
the miniftry of angels. An angel defcended from 
heaven, and rolled away the ftone from the door of 
the fepulchre ; and two angels appeared to the wo- 
men, after Chrift was rifen, to inform them what 
was become of their Lord, and.to fhew them the 
place where he lay. And indeed it deferves our par- 
ticular notice, with what readinefs and alacrity thofe 
blefled fpirits miniftered to our Saviour in Jiis mean 
and humble ftate. They celebrated his birth in the 
moft cheerful accents of praife ; they miniftered to 
him after his temptation-; they ftrengthened him un- 
der his bitter agony ; they watched his facred body 
while it flept in death ; and now they defcended to 
grace the folemnity of his refurre&ion, and minifter 
to him on fo joyful an occafion. And eafily may we 
bclieve that their heavenly minds would be filled with 
joy and delight when they were employed in this man- 
ner. At his firft a£pearance in the world, when he f 
as it were, began the work of our redemption^ the an- 

/>/ Mattlh xx?U. j2, S3r 
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gcls imparted the glad tidings to the thepherds with 
the greateft joy ; and now, when he arofe from the 
dead, having finifhed this glorious work, with what 
tranfports of joy would they publiih the good news to 
the women, who came to mourn at their Saviour's 
grave ? " Fear not y^; he is not here, he is rifen." 
5. He arofe from the dead, invefted with a public 
chara£ter, as the common head and reprefentative of 
all his followers. " For now," fays the apoftle Paul, 
4( is Chrift rifen, and become the firft fruits of them 
u that flept (d)" Not that he was the firft that was 
raifed from the dead ; for the prophets had raifed 
fome, and he, during his miniftry, had raifed others : 
but the apoftle alludes to the firft^fruits among the 
Jews, which were a pledge and an earneft of the fu- 
ture harveft. In like manner, the refurre&km of 
Chrift fecures and fanftifies the refurredion of every 
believer. It is a bleiTed pledge and alTurance of that 
general harveft at the end of the world, when tr% 
angels, as the reapers, fhall gather the ele& of God 
from the four winds. Hence, alfo, he is faid to be 
the firft born, and the firft begotten from the dead, 
as being the firft that arofe to immortal life ;.and as, 
in virtue of his refurrefition, the whole number of 
the redeemed are, in due time, to be born from the 
grave, and raifed by him to immortal life. For, a« 
the apoftle reafons, " Ifwebelieve that Jefus died, 
u and rofe again, we may eafily believe Ukewife, 
" that them that fleep in Jefus will God bring with 
" him (*)." 

It now remains that I make a few plain refle&ions 
from this important truth, that Chrift our Saviour is 
rifen from the dead. 

I. We may be inftru&ed, from this fubje&, in 
the divinity of his nature, and in the excellency of 
his religion. His refurreftion is a moft effeaual 
and convincing proof of his being the Son of God. 
What but Omnipotence can loofe the bands of death, 

and 
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and rekindle the lamp of life after it is cxtinguifhed ? 

Reafon itfelf affures us, that if Chrift had been a de- 

ceiver, an infinitely wife and holy God would never 

have given him this teftimony of his approbation. 

Here, then, we have a folid foundation, on which 

to build our faith in Chrift, and his gbfpel, Here 

we are furnifhcd with a fatisfying anfwer to all the 

obje&ions of the ungodly. Chrift is rifen from the 

dead ; and therefore, he moft ccrtainly came from 

God, and taught the mind of God m truth. Until 

the cnemies of our religion have difproved this* im- 

portant fa£l, all thcir obje&ions to it muft be vaia 

and unavailing ; and fo long as we are abundantJy af- 

fured that he rofe from the dead, our faith in Chrift 

muft remain lirm and unfhaken. 

2» The facrifice of Chrift's dcath, is an atonemcnt 
moft acceptable and well-pleafing to God. His re- 
fuire&ion was a difcharge or acquittal from the hand 
of divine juftice ; a public and authentic declaration, 
on thc part of God, that he accepted the facrifice of 
Chrift^s death as a complete atonement for the iins 
of his pcople. By difcharging our Surety from the 
prifon of the grave, he has given u$ the fulleft afTur- 
ance, that his juftice is amply fatisfied ; for other- 
wife, the prifoner had nevcr been releafed. Thc re* 
proach of the crofs is novv ceafed, and turned into 
giory. " There is now no condemnation to thofe 
11 that are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the 
" flefh, but after the Spirit." God is juft to forgive 
their fins. The price of their redemption is paid 
and accepted ; and. their Surety has obtained a full 
difcharge. What reafon, then, have we to triumph 
in the words of the apoftle : " Who fhall lay anv 
u thing to the charge of God^s elc£l ? It is God that 
u juftifieth. Who is he that condemncth ? It is 
" Chrift that died ; yca, rather, that is rifen again 
" from the dead." 

3. He is the appointed Judge of the world. cc God," 
fays the apoftle, u hath appointed a day in which he 
M will judge the world in righteoufucfs, b^ i\\ai TCim 
C « ^ 



14 ¥he Evidences and lllujlrailon Scr. I. 

%i whom hc hath ofdained ; whereof he hath given 
€f affurancc to all men, in that he hath raifed him 
u from the dead («)." What reafon, then, have the 
- cnemies of Chrift to trembie ; ^ou that are unbeliev- 
ing impenitent fmners, that profane his facrcd name ; 
that pour contempt on his ordinances, and difregard 
his laws ! For he will be revealed ere long in flam- 
ing fire, to take vengeance on them that know him 
not, and obey not his gofpel. But let his friends re- 
joice, even in the depth of forrow, and in the duft 
of death ; for hc will come to be glorified in his 
faints, and to put them in poffeflion of thofe manfions 
of perfeft reft, and everlafting happinefs, which he 
is now preparing for them. 

4. Let us confider the refurre&ion of Chrift as a 
powerful argument to cncourage our truft in him, 
and our hopes of eternal falvation by him. The 
hopes to be derivcd from the refurre£Uon, are full 
of confolation to his fervants. The pardon of all 
your fins is now crTe&ually fecured to you ; for, as 
he was delivered for your offences, fo he rofe again 
for your juftification. You may now hope for the 
redemption of your bodies from the grave, and their 
being transformed into the refemblance of his glori- 
ous body ; for Chrift is rifen, and become the firft 
fruits ot them that fleep. £te is the firft-born from 
the dead, and you are the chikiren of the refurrec* 
tion. When, therefore, you part with your bodies 
at death, you may lay them down gi full hope of re- 
ceiving them again, and of receiving them with infi- 
nite advantage ; for he will change your viie bodies, 
and make them perfeft like his own. And when 
that happy morning of the refurre&ion arrives, death 
fhall have no more dominion over you, but you ftiall 
triumph over death and the grave : " O <leath, where 
' u is thy fting ? O grave, where is thy viftory i 
4f Thanks be to God, who has given us thc viclory 
* c through our Lord Jefus Chrift." And, finally, 
you.may now entertain the affured hope of a blefled 

immprtaJity ; 
(«) Afti xVu. jx. 
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^timmortality ; " for you are begotten again to a lively 
* u hope, by the refurre&ion of Chiift trom the dead ; 
u to an inneritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
u that fadeth not away, referved in heaven for you." 
Chrift arofe to die no more 5 and his rcdeemed, in like 
manner, fhall rife to an immortal life, and be ever 
withtheLord. '■ v 

u Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ftcdfaft, 
u immoiteable, always abounding in the work of the 
" Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour 
" fhall not be in vain in the"Lord." 
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SERMON II. 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES AND BENEFITS OF 
CHRIST*S ASCENSION. 



Luke xxiv. 50, 51. . 

And he led them out asfar qs to Bethany f and he lifi up 
his handS) and blejfed them : And it came to pa/s 3 
ivhile he blejfed them, he was parted from them y and 
carried up into heaven* 



ALittle before this period, we faw our Saviour 
nailed to the crofs, and ftruggling with the 
Sowers of darknefs and of death. Had the gofpel 
fftory concluded here, it wouJd have been mournful 
indeed j for, had he periftied in the grave, all oui 
.hopes of falvatfon would have perifhcd with him. 
But the words of the text bring us good tidings of 
great joy ; viz. that after having rifen from the 
dcad, and continued for fome time with his difciples,. 
he afcended vi&orious and triumphant over all his 
own, and his peoples enemies. " And it came to 
" pafs, while he blefled them, he was parted from 
<c them, and carried up into heayen." 

In the foregoing part of this chapter, we have the 
evidences of our. Lord's refurreclion, and his dif- 
courfe to his difciples before his afcenfion. 

Thc 
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The evidences of his refurre&ion, we mentioned 
and illuftrated in the former difcouf fe. 

From the 44th verfe, we have our Saviour's dif- 
courfe to his difciples, before his afcenfion ; in which, 
he explains to them, from'the prophecies of the Old 
Teflament, the neceflity of his own death and refur- 
rettion. Like an affe&ionate parent, who is to leave 
bis children on the world, he gives them fuitable in- 
ftrucHons concerning the defign of their miffion, and 
the do&rine thcy were to p«blifh ; and comforts 
them with the.promife of the Spirit, to fupply thc. 
wants of his boclily prefence, to qualify them for 
their important work, and.enable them to deliver 
tlieir mefiage with credit and fuccefs. In this man- 
ner, as this .evangehft exprefil-s it, " Ile ftiovved him- 
"felf aiive to thern aftcr his paflion, by many in- 
u fallible proofs 9 being feen of thcm forty day$j and' 
" fpeaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
"of God(a)." 
One great obje& of our Saviour's mifliort was, to 
' wean the afFe&ions of men from the things of this 
world, and to fix their attention onrthe happinrfs of 
a future and eternal ftate, which he died to j.. _ure. 
Our Saviour, during his whole miniftry, in- propor- 
tion asHhe prejudices of his difciples could bear ir, 
was inftru£Ung them in the fpiritual nature of his 
kingdom. But the period was now arrived, in which 
their minds would receive the moft complete con- 
vi£Hoa of this important fa&. His fubmillion to 
death, his refurre&ion from the grave, and his a,- 
fcenfion into heaven, were a combination of cir- 
cumftances, plainly calculattd to ftiow them, that 
his kingdom was not of this world ; and that, 
whithei* he was going, there, m du-j timc, they 
wouJd be alfo. To this evidence, during the fortv 
days he conrinued on earth, he added particular in- 
ftru&ions concerning the things that pertain to the 
kingdom of God. And when thc time of his being 
glorified was at hand, " he led them out as far as to 
u Bethany, and he lift up his hands and bleued, 
C j " xhraw. 

(s) AO$ i. 3, 
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" them. And it came to pafs, while he blefied 
" them, he was parted from them, and carried up 
u into heaven." 

In difcourfing from thefe words, we propofe, Firfi % 
To illuftrate the circumftances of our Lord's afcen- 
fion, mentioned in the text. Secctidiy, We (hall point 
out to you fome of the ends and purpofes for which 
he afcended. And, Lqftly^ Diredl you to a fuitable 
improvement. 

I. We propofe to illuftrate the circumftances of 
our Lord's afcenfion, mentioned in the text. And, 
i. We may attend to the place whence he afcend- 
ed. It was from the neighbourhood of Bethany •, I 
fay, from the neighbourhood of Bethany, becaufe it 
appears, that the particular place whence he afcend- 
ed, was the famous Mount Olivet, on . the fkirt of ' 
which the village of Bethany ftood. Thus we read 
in the Acls of the Apoftles (a) 9 that immediately af- 
ter his afcenfion, the difciples returned to Jerufalem 
from the Mount called Olivet, which is from Jeru- 
falem a Sabbath-day^s journey. Thia was the place 
whither our Saviour was accuftomed to retire for me- 
ditation and prayer. In fuch fituations, there is a 

. folitude which minifters to devotion, and helps to 
clevate the mind to the contemplation of divine 
things. And probably, in this Mount Olivet, there 
was a convenient place for retirement from the world, 
whcre our Saviour had fpent many delightful hours 
fh communion with his Father. There, alfo, or near 
to it, probably at the foot of it, was the garden of 
Gethfemane, a place which he often frequented; 

' where, a little before, he began his paflion with an 
agony ; whefc hc was apprehended, and from whcncc 
hc was led away to JerufaJem to be crucified. And, 
perhaps, he was pleafcd to honour this place.with 
his afcenfion from it, to gtve his difciples a fenfible 

.. dcmonftration of this great truth, that fufferings 
here, lcad the way tfo glory hercafter; or, as thc 

apoftle 
(«) A£hi. x*. 
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apoftle exprcffes it, that " through much tribulation 
" weenter into the kingdom of God." 

2. To the witneffes of his afcenfion. His eleven 
apoftles, and probably, alfo, his other difciples about 
Jemfalem, to the number of one hundred and twen- 
ty, were witneffes of this fa&. Thus, we are told, 
(fl) that when they were affemMed together, and 
Chrift among them, after his refurre&ion, and when 
he had given them in charge what he would have 
them to do, as they beheld, he was taken up ; and 
in verfe ioth it is faid, they looked ftedfaftly toward 
heaven, as he went up. Hence he, afcended in the 
view of his difciples, and while their eyes were at- 
tentively fixed on him. And this is as full and con- 
vincing a proof of the reality of our Lord's afcenfion 

• as we. could reafonably defire, The fame perfons 
who were witneffes of his refurre£Hon, were alfo 
witneffes of his afcenfton : And their teftimony is 
deferving of the higheft credit, from the circumftan- 
ces mentioned in the former difcourfe, which, it 
were improper here to repeat # . 

3. We may attend to the work in which he was 
employcd when he afcended :— It wa$ in bleffing his 
difciplcs. He Jift up hands, and bleffed them •, and it 
came to pafs, that while he bleffed theni, he was pa;t- 
<d from Jthem. 

The lifting irp of the hands was a ceremony ufed 
among the Jews in bleffing the people. We are in- 
formed in one of the books of Mofes (£), that Aaron, 
the high prieft, lift up his hand towards the peopJe, 
and bleffed them. In like manner our Saviour, be- 
ing now to leavc this world, lifted up his hands in a 
folemn and devout manner, and bkffed his difciples. 
This was the laft a£Hon he performcd on earth ; an 
a&ion pTompted by love to them, and fuch as became 
him, who is the Prince of peace, and whofe defign in 
coming into the world was to feek and to fave them 
that were loft. When his aufpicious birth was pro- 

claimed 
(a) AStsl 9. * See Scrmwi on thc RcCvLrrtttvws ^ ^*— V 

/%/ Lcr. ix. ZZ* 
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claimed to the ftiepherds, it was attended with praife 
to God, and with peace and good-will to men. His 
whole life was employed in a£U of benevolence and 
love. When he died, he breathed out his foul m 
forgivenefs to his enemies. And now, after his re- 
furre£Hon from the. dead, when he was juft leaving 
the world, he v afcended to heaven with a blefling in 
his mouth j for it came to pafs, while he bleffed 
them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. The words which he employed on this oc- 
cafion, are not recorded by theEvangelift; but they 
were doubtlefs very powerful and affe&ing, attended 
with that divine energy which would give the dit 
«ciples a fenfe and feeling of the blcfTednefs he pro- 
nounced on them. , And, O what warm emotions of 
love and gratitude would then fpring up in their 
hearts ! With what exceeding delight and rapture 
would they be filled ! When the two difciples reflecl:- 
ed on the converfation they had with Chrift going to 
JEmmaus, they cried out, Did not ous hearts- bura 
within us, while he.talked to us by the way, and 
opened to iis the fcriptures ? Much raore would the 
hearts of his difciples glow with hoiy affe&ion, and 
exult with joy, while their Lord was pronouncing 
his parting bleffing. Accordingly we find, in the 
verfe following the text, " that they worfhipped 
€t him, and returned to Jerufalem with great joy." 

a. We may attend to the manner bf his afcenfion j; 
— ne was carried up. To £he fame purpofe, we are 
informed, in the A£ls of the Apoftles, that while 
his difciples beheld, he was taken up, and a icloud Tf&* 
ccived him out of their fight (a). Not that our Sai* 
viour was mereiy pafiive, or ftood in need of any af- 
fiftance to accompliih his afcenfion ; for nothing is 
more evident, than that he afcended, as he rofe from 
the dead, by his own power. But the expreffion is 
probably defigned to intimate, that though our Lord's 
afcenfion wa« his own voluntary a&, yet,- for the 
greater folemnity, he was attended by angels as he 

went 

faj A€t% v 9. 
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went up into heaven. This, indeed, is hinted at in 
the two following verfes of the fame chapter : " And 
" while they looked ftedfaftly toward heaven, as he 
" weht up, behold two men," that is, angels in the 
appearance of men, " ftood by them in white ap- 
" parel ; which alfo faid, Ye men "of Galilee, why 
" ftand ye gazing up into heaven ? This fame Jefus, 
u which is taken from you into heaven, fhall fo 
" come, in like manner as ye have feen him go into 
" heaven." Hence the manner of hia afcenfion was 
hohourable and glorious. He returned to heaven as 
a triumphant conqueror, having obtained the moft 
fignal viftoiy over all his own enemies, and thofe o£ 
his people. He made the cloud his chariot, and an- 

Sls attended, to grace the triumph, and celebrate 
e Conqueror. And, O with what tranfports of jov* 
and fongs of gladnefs, would they attend him in his 
glorious paflage ! lt God is gone up with a (hout ; 
" the Lord with the found of a trumpet. Sing 
" praifes to God, fingpraifes: fing praifes unto our 
u King, fing praifes (c)" And*when he wafs ar* 
rived at his Father^s court abpve, how would the 
whole city of God be moved at his coming ? and 
with what joyful.acclamations wouldhe be weTcomed , 
home, again to take poffeffibn of the glory which he 
bad with the Father before the world was ? 

Lo/lfy, We may attend to the place whither he a- 
fcended ; — He was carried up to heaven. The apoftles 
faw him afcend gradually from the earth, till a cloud 
received him out of their fight •, and two angels 
came and told them he was gone into heaven. He is 
elfewhere faid to have afcended up far above alj hea- 
vens (d)' 9 meaning, I fuppofe, that part of the heavens,. 
uhich is at prcfent vifible^to the inhabitants of this 
earth. Hence, the place whither our Lord afcend- 
cd, was to the third heavens, the throne bf God, and 
manfions of the blefled; to that place where he is 
now fat down at the right hand of the Majefty on 
high, and where all his redeemed (hall be for evet 

A/ PAl MlwSL s. (d) Eph. W. W. 
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with him* u For he rs entered within the vail, that 
u is, into thc moft holy place, even into heaven 
€€ itfelf, there to appear in the prefence of God for 
€ f us." And this brings me, 

.. II. To point out fome of the important ends and 
purpofes for which Chrift afcended into heaven. 
. i. He afcended, that he might receive the reward 
which was promifed by the Father, for having under- 
taken and accomplifhed the work of our redemption. 
While he was on earth, he was obfcure and un- 
known. Inftead of giving him the honour due to 
his chara&er and dignity, the princes and people 
of this world joined to affront and blafpheme him. 
Hc wa» reproached and bufieted, he was cruelly 
fcourged, and at laft put to a (hameful death. But, 
the Son of God was not to be always the objcft of 
infult anjl derifion to finful men. There werc ho- 
nours in referve for him, which wcre promifed of 
the Father, and fuch as became his native perfe&ions, 
?nd acquired merit. Thefe, we find, he claims as a 
matter of agreement between him and the Father. 
" I have glorified thee on the earth* I have finiflied 
€t the work which thou gaveft me to do. And now, 
€t O Father, glorify thou me with thine own felf, with 
u the glory which I had with thec before the world 
€t was (a). w He afcended then to receive this glory, 
as the duc reward of his labours and fufferings. This 
is the exprefs language of the apoftle to the Philip- 
pians: " Becaufe he humbled himfelf, and became 
€t obedient unto death, cven the death of the crofs, 
€t wherefore God alfohathhighlyexalted him (3)." But 
who can conceive, much lefs reprefent to you, that 
glory and dignity to which he is now advanced ? It 
is infinitely fuperior to what eye hath feen, or ear 
heard : €t For he hath a name given him above every 
€t name; that, at the name of Jefus, evcry knec fiiould 
€t bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, 
u and things under the earth ; and that every tongue 

" (hould 

/V /aftn xvii. 4» 5- (t) VVAVir.^. ^, <) 
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cf fhould confefs that hc is Lord, to the glory of God 
cc the Father." And in anothcr place we find all 
the creatures joining together to exalt his name ; 
faying with a loud voice, cc Worthy is thc Lamb 
cc that was flain : Blefling, and honour, and glory, 
cc and power, be unto him that fitteth upon the 
cc throne, and to thc Lamb for ever andever (*)." 

2. He afcended, that he might fend down thc 

Holy Spirit, in his rniraculous gifts, and fan&ifying 

influences, on his church and people. This promife 

he himfelf gave to his difciples before his crucifixion. 

* c Neverthelefs, it is expedient for you that I go 

" away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter will 

" not come unto you : but, if I depart, I will fend 

" him unto you (b)" Accordingry, foon after his 

afcenfion, on the day of Pentecoft, the Holy Spirit 

^'as poured out in an extraordinary manner upon the 

apoftles ; whereby their minds were fully enlighten- 

cd, and whereby they were furniflied with all thofe 

gifts and graces which were neceffary to qualify them 

for preaching the gofpel to the world, and fpreading 

it with credit and fuccefs* This was a gracious and 

important end of our Saviour y s afcenfion. How in- 

cftimably prccious were thofe gifts and graces of the 

Spirit, thofe noble donations, which he diftributed 

on the day of his triumph ? With what gratitude 

ought we to blefs him, both for thofe diftinguifhing 

cvidences of our religion at firft, and for the conti- 

noance of thofe facred influences of grace, by which 

our fouU are quickened and renewed •, by which they 

are fan£lified and adorned; by which they are 

ilrengthened and comforted ? " Thou haft afcended 

" on high, thou haft led captivity captive : thou/haft 

u received gifts for m^n, yea, for therebellious/alfo, 

" that. the Lord God might dwell among tkenh 

c( Blefled be the Lord, who daily loads us wit&tbo 

w nefits, even the God of our falvation." J: 

3. He afcended, that he might make interceflion 
for hi8 people, appear ili the prefence of God for 
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them, and bc their Advocate with the Fathen Hav- 
ing, by his death and fufferings, purchafed their delf. 
verance from the guilt of fin, and by his do&rine and 
ufeful life, pointed out the way of recovery-from the 
power of it 5 he did not then leave his work imper- 
fe&, nor abandon his gradous defign: but, having 
rifen from the dead, he afcended into heaven to plead 
their caufe, to reprefent their wants, to offer up their 
requefts to the Father, and to obtain for them all ne* 
ceffary bleffings. " For Chrift," fays the apoftle, 
u is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
€i which^are the figures of the true •, but into heaven 
* c itfelf, there to appear in the prefence of God for 
€i us (k)" And O, my brethren, what obligations 
do we ly under to the bleffed Saviour, for this end and 
purpofe of hisafcenfion ? How comfortable is it, un- 
der all our finful failings and lamented weakneffes, 
that we have an Advocate with the Father, even Jefus 
Chrift the Righteous ? What confolation is it under 
trials and temptations, that we have fuch a merciful 
and faithful High-prieft, who has knowledge of our 
infirmities, and is able to fuccour them that are tempt- 
ed ? How encouraging is it to our prayers, fhat we 
have fuch a Friend in heaven, fuch a powerful and 
kind Mediator at the throne of grace ? And how 
animating to the faithful fervant of Chrift, when caU 
led to combat with his fpiritual enemies, that his 
Lord is pleading for him in heaven, and e*ver lives to 
make interceffion for him? 

4. He afcended, that he might take poffeffion of 
heaven in the name of his followers, and prepare for 
them a place of eternal happinefs. Chrift, our elder 
brother, is gone before, to take poffeffion of the hea- 
venly inheritance. Hence he is reprefented in fcrip- 
ture as our forerunner. " 'Whlther, ,, that is, into hea- 
ven, " the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jefus, 
€i made an High-prieft for ever, after the ojsder of 
•« Melchifedec. ,, The life of the Chriftian is by faith, 
and not by fight \ and therefore, it wa$ not meet that 

Chrift 
. (*J Hcb.1x.a4. 
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Chrift (hoiild continue to be the vifible Captain bF 
our falvation on earth •, but we have reafon to rejoice 
in the words of confolation which he adminiftered to 
his difciples, when they wcre afRifted with the pro- 
fpe& of his departure, " In my Father's houfe," 
" are many manfions ; if It were not fo, I would 
* c have toid you : 1 go to prepare a place for yoii 
4€ (a)" How infinitely, then, are we indebted to 
Jelus Chrift ! What endcaring obligations ly up- 
on us to love and honour him, who not only purcha- 
-fed heaven for us by his death, but who has gone bc* 
fore to prtpare it for our reception ! 

Laflly. He afcended, that he mightfecure to his 
followers their admiffion iuto heaven after him. Int 
the mean time, having ali power in heaven and in 
•earth committed to him, he reigns above as the guar- 
dian of their title to an incorruptible inheritance» 
And he has gracioufly piomifed, that he will come 
again and receive them to the full pofleffion.of itw 
u And if I go away," fays he, " and prepare a place 
41 for you, I wili come again, and receive you to my- 
" felf, that where I am, there you may be alfo (£).* 
Hence, the Chriitian's future afcenfion into heaven* 
is as certain as that of his Lord and Mafter. Hc wiflL 
come again at tlie end of the world, and raife their 
hodies from the gravc $ aml,'having fafhioned tfiem, 
like to hisown glorious body, he uill tranflate them 
in a triumphant manncr iiKo heavcn 5 and there they 
■fhall be cver. with the Lord. 

It now remains that I direft your attention to fottie 
fuitable improvement of tbis fubje£fc. 

1 . If Chrift our Lord and Saviour be afcended into 
heav.en,. it becomes us to follow him frequently thi- 
thcr with our .thoughts and meditations. Let our 
minds be dire£ted to the contemplation of what he i$ 
in himfclf, of what he has done and fuffered for us* 
and of what he is ftill doing, now that he is pafled in«* 
to the Jjgjtvens» and far exalted abo,ve everv nam* 

lV /•&■ *i>. 1. fh) J«hn ^ T , v 
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Let us particularly meditate on that glory and happw 
«efs to which he is now advanced as thc reward of 
Jiis fufferings. He who was wounded for our tranf- 
greffions, ahd bruifed for our iniquities, is now made 
;glad at his Father's right hand, in the full pofleffion 
fcf eternal joy : He that was defpifed and infulted by 
inen, is now adored and worfhipped by angels: Hc 
whofe head was picrced with a crown of thorns, is 
jiow adorned with a crown of glory : He who was 
.expofed to the ridicule of his enemies on the crofs, 
fits enthroned in the higheft majefty, and all his ene- 
mies ftiall be made his footftool. Let us frequently 
indulge in fuch meditations as thofc. And furely, 
aione can be more worthyof our ferious attention, or 
more agreeable to the mind of a Chriftian. 

2. Let the confideratiqn of our Lord's afcenfion en- 
gage us to adore and worfhip him. This effeffc we 
find itproduccd on the difciples, in the verfe follow- 
ing the text. When thcy faw him afcending, they 
worfhipped him. Religious worftiip and adoratioii 
is due to him both from angels and men. Thus, the 
apoftle to the Hebrews ; * When he,'* that is, the Fa- 
ther, " bringeth in the Firft-begotten into the world, 
* 4 he iaith, Let all the angels of God worfhip him (a)" 
And, if thofe glorious and exalted {pirits who fur- 
Tound the throne of God, and minifter continually in 
Jiis prefcnce, pjoftrate themfelves before the Lamb, 
^adpay their homage to him -, much more oughfwe, 
whp are creatures of a lower rank, and who ly under 
infinitely greater obligations to him. Let us then en- 
tertain the moft exalted thoughts of our afcended Sa- 
viour ; lct us worfhip him with the higheft afts df 
homage t and, whUe we view him by faith afcended 
ihto heavcn, Iet us iift up our fouls to him in the 
moft fervent devotion. 

• 3. We bave much reafon-to rejoice in the thoughts 
•f our Lord's afcenfion into heaven, and exaltation 
at the right hand of God. This effe& wc find his 
*fcenfion alfo to have produccd on the minds of his 

difciples* 
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difciples. When they worlhipped him, they return* 
ed to Jerufalem with great jay. And no wonderv. 
for this laft appearance of our Saviour was the^ high- 
eft teftimony to his chara&er, and the feal of his pro- 
mifes. How would it animate their zeal, and enlivenr 
their hopes, when they called to mind what he had 
faid to them beforc his crucifixion ! " Ye cannot 
w follow me now, but ye fhall follow me afterwards; 
" and where I am, there fliall my fervaht be." With 
tht fame joy ought our hearts to be filled, when we 
refleft on his afcenfiofi and exalration. When he catnc 
into the world, he began the work of our redemption-- 
Hence, his birth was publifhed tb the fliepherds, as 
matter of grear joy \ but when he afcended, it was 
to finifti and complete that cloriotrs woik, and, o£ 
confequence, to lay the moft ioJid foundation for our % 
faith, and hope, and comfbrt. " Who then fhall 
" lay any thing.to the charge of God's elcft ? It is 
" God that juftifieth. Who is he that condemneth? 
" It is Chriit that died : yea, rather, that is rifen a- 
u again \ who is even atthe right hand of God, who^ 
M alfo maketh interceffion for Us." 

4. From this fubjett, thc people of God may de* 
rlve the greateit reiief and confolation under all their 
diftrefles and fears. It is encouraging to his fervants 
to know that their Redeemer is ftill alive, and lives 
fbf eyermore; that all power in heavenand earth is 
commltted to him -, and that he is able to make all 
things work together for their good. When he a- 
fcended ori high, he led captivity captive j he tri- 
nmphed over all his people's enemies : hence, except 
by his permiffion, they can neveraflault his fervants ; 
and even Satan, their grand adverfary, fhalr, in a 
(hort time, be bruifed under their feet. How comr 
fortable is it, then, my brethren, to refleci:, that, in 
every temptation and ftate of trial, he can make his 
grace fufficient for you, or give a way to efcape? In 
darknefs, he can give you light ; and in the valley and 
(hadow of death, he is the refurre£tion arvd the Kfe* 
D 2 wftk 
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and from on higli can breathe on your dry bones, and 
ttiake them to live. In a word, this Friend and Sa- 
viour on high, makes apprehenfion of danger, or dif- 
couragement iinder trial, without reafon ; for he will 
never leave nor forfake you, till he has perfe£ted 
what concerns you, and made you glorious and hap- 
py for ever. 

5. Let the confideration of-ChrifVs afcenfion into 
heaven, infpire us with humble bohinefs, and make 
us zealous and fervent in our appKcations to the 
thronc of grace. In this manner, tfie apoftle to the 
Hebrews improves this fa£t : " Seeing, tnen, we have 
u a great High Prieft that is. pafled into the heavens, 
u Jefus the Son of God ; let us come boldly to the 
u throne of grafce, that wc may obtain raercy, and 
u find grace to help in the time of need (a). 99 Our 
approaches to the throne of grace (hould be frequent, 
in proportion to the neceflity and importfcnce of the 
ends of prayer. We daily need mercy for pardon, 
and grace for fupplying our various wants. But the 
confcioufnefs of our own numberlefs defe&s and fail- 
ings, is apt to mar our confidence, and prevent our 
prayers. In thofe circumftances, how comfortable 
and enlivening i9 the thought, That, if any man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father •, that Jefus our 
Redeemcr ftands before his throne -, that he pleads 
our caufe ; and that Him the Father heareth always. 
" Having, therefore, brethrcn, boldnefs to enter in- 
u to the holieft, by tlie blood of Jefus, by a new and 
u living way, which he hath confecrated for us 
u through the vail, that is to fay his fleih ; and hav- 
€< ing an High Prieft over the houfe of God, lct us 
<c draw near with a true heart, in fuli aflurance of 
u faith, having our hcarts fprinkled from an evii con- 
u fcience, and our bodics waflied as with pure wa- 
" ter." 

6. As our Saviour is afcended into heaven, let us 
follow him thither with our hearts and a£re£lions. 

' l.hi» 
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This improvement the apoftle Paul alfo dire&s us to 
make of the afcenfion of Chrift. " If ye then," faya 
he, " be rifen with Chrift, feek thofe things which 
" are above, where Chrift fitteth on the right hahdo» 
"ofGod: fet.your affe&ions on things above, noti 
" on things on earth." Your Saviour and Mafter is 
inheaven, and.fliould-not your heartsbe there alfo ? 
The Captain of yout falvation is entered within the * 
gates of the New Jerufalem : He invites you to fol- - 
low him, and propofes the moil glprious rewards for 
your encouragement : <4 -To him that- overcometh," ' 
iays he, " will I grant to (it with me on .my throne, , 
" as I alfo overcame, and am fei down with my Fa- 
" ther 011 his throne." Let us then, .my brethren,. 
lift up our. hcar,ts and affe&ions to that place whi- 
ther he is gone. . Let us be much in heaven in our* 
thoughtsand defrres, and cultivate all holy aud hea- 
venly difpoiitiQns.^ In a word, it becomes us, as 
the apoftie expreiTes it, " to have our converfation , 
" in heaven, wh$re our Saviour is, and from whence - 
" aHb/ we looki for him again, to change our vile bo- 
" dies 4 that.they may he fafhioned like to his glorious 
<(fc b^y, accordirig to the working of that mighty pow- - 
" erwhereby he is able to fubdue all things to him~- 

* Itiftlyi Le^jis frequently look, and wait for his < 
fetond coming» The &eavens indeed muft receive : 
him, till the times of>tht* reftitution of all . things %. . 
.butthen he will appear the fecond tirne, without fin, , 
10 the fraal and cofliiplete falvation of his people. . 
""If I go away," fays ne, " and prepare a placq. for 
"you, I will come again and receive you to, myfelf." 
His fecond commg, though fimilar iriibme: refpefts . 
to his afcertfiori, will.be dnconceivably jnore folemn, . 
prfriic, and glorious. For he will come agair* in the 
clouds of heaven, with powsr and great glory. He . 
afcended in the fight of mV difcipl^s only,j but he # 
w ilI.come again \\\ the view of rhe. whole, aiTembled 
*firld; " For behold he cometh ,with clouds, and.: 
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u every cyc fhall fee him; M * Lct us then frequently 
reprefent to our minds» this glorious appearance of 
the grcat God and our Saviour : Let us look and 
** wait for it, as thc day of ^ompletc Tcdemptionj whcn 
he will come to vindicate his hohour, and difplay his 
glory. 

Amcn: even fo, comc, Lord Jefus : comc quickty. 
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Ahd itrthu tnountain Jhalt the Lord of Hdfts • makeuntd 
all peoph a feaji offat tbings 9 afeafiof wines <m tbt 
leesy of fat thingf fult of marroivj of wines on the leet 
nvell repnedk 



THESE wordsj in the opinibn of fome commw-- 
tators, refer to the great joy thal fliould be in 
Ziion or Jerufalemj upon the miraculous ovorthrow 
bf the Affyrian army, in the reign of Hezekiah % or 
to the rejoicing ofthe Jews, whenthey fhould be de- 
livered from the captivity of Babylon. Andf this per- 
haps is the primary and more immediate defign ofthc 
prophecy^ But it may be alfo underftood in a more 
fublime and exalted fenfe, as referring to the blefs- 
ings of the kingdom of Chrift, and the happinefs 
which was ta be enjbyed by the faithful under his 
adminiftration. Confiderrng the text in this point of 
view, it is a figurative, but beautiful defcription of 
that rich provifion of grace, which is made for the 
entertainment of the» iakhful in the gofpel covenant, 
and which was procurcd for theitt by the *^$tvmM* 
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and mediation of Jefus Chrift. This is -■ frequcntly 
reprefented in fcripture under the fimiiitude of a feaft. 
The metaphor is natural and expreffive, and may 
very properly be appljeiAto the folemn ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, of which you have fo near a pro- 
fpeft; for here, all the invaluable bleflings of the 
jjofpel, as purchafed by the blood of Chrift, are in a 
manner provided and brought forth for our entertain- 
ment ; fotiiat I may now fay, as ourSaviour did on 
another occafion, " This day is this fcripture fulfil- 
" Ied in your ears ;" and with the apoftle Paul, in 
his fermon at Antioch, " I cteclarc unto. you glad 
u - tidings, how that the promife which was made un- 
" to the fathers, God hath fulfilled the fame to us 
" their children."— " Eor in thii mountain hath the 
c<< Lord of Hbfts made unto ajl people a feaft of fat 
*< things, a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat things 
u full of marrow^- ef wines on the kes well re- 
" fmed." 

By the mountajn here^ where this feadr is provided, 
we are plainly td underftand the gofpei-church, of 
which Mount Zion, with the Jewifii temple ere&ed 
upon it, was an eminent type. There hath the Lord 
pf Hofts made unto ajlpeopte, to perfons-of all ranks 
and detfrees, of every ftatior> and cbara&ex in life, 
Xq the faithful in all nations, the Gentilcs as .well as 
the Jews, a feaft of fat tbings, and fuU of marrow, 
of wines on the lees well refined. The figures which 
are here e.mplcycd, are bold and-livqly. Fut and mar- 
.row, wines.that have ftood.a competent time on the 
Je.es» and then well refined ; plainly/ iritimating, that 
there isabundance and variety, . not ooly of fpiritual 
fqod and nouriilmient, but even„of delicacies, piovidr 
cd iu the gofperfor the.entextainmcnt of believers. 
The table Is richly . fpread aod . furniihed. with thc 
chojceft ' delights \ for, au the«apcftie .exprelTes it, 
" Eye hath not fcen, nor.earheard^.ncither have.jen» 
".tered into the heart of -man, the thjngs which God 
**■ hath pxcpzxed iox therruhat Iqxc hiro, (</)." * 

(«}, I Cor.iu.?* . 
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. In difcourfing farther on this fubjefl:, I fhall cn- 
deavour, by divine affiftance, to confider, Firfl^ the 
Author and Mafter of this fpiritual feaft ; Sccondly\ the 
nature of it, in fome of its cxcellent and diftinguifli- 
ing chara&ers ; Thirdly, the entertainment provided 
in it for the guefts 5 and, Lajily y conclude with a fhort 
application. 

1. I begin, by briefly pointing out to you, theAu* 
thor and Mafter of this fpiritual feaft. And herey 
indeed, its excellence will chiefly appear •, for the 
Lord of Hofts himfelf hath made it. The infinitely 
glorious ancl exalted Jehovah, the Sovereign Majtfly 
of heaven and earth, defigned and prepared it in^the 
etefnal counfels of his will ; he.gave his only begot- 
tcn Soh to purchafe it, andthe Holy Ghoft to reveal 
and apply it to every fincere believer. 

i.„ God.the Father, the Sovereign Majefty of hca- 
ven and earth, defigned and prepared this fpiritua! 
feaft in the etemal counfels of his will. " BlefTed" 
k fays the apoftle to the Ephefians, " be the God and 
'■*" Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath blefTed 
" us with all fpiritual bleffings in heavenly places in 
u Chrift ; accordiug as he has chofen us in him be- 
4< fote the fouhdation of the world, to the praife of 
u the glory of his grace (g)" God the Father is then 
the" author and giver of this feaft. He provided it 
from all eternity, in order to difplay the richcs of hU 
gnce, and make his chofen people holy \tfid happy. 
Wc have hear-d of fumptuous-and fplendid fealls, of 
which, the preparation and arrangement had requir- 
ed much induftry and art. But here is fuch a feaft, 
aa the united wifdom of angels and men coulcl never 
have contrived ; a feaft of fuch excellence and value, 
as was worthy of infinite wifdom and goodnefs to 
give ; but which, before it was beftowed, man could 
not have conceived, and far lefs expe&ed. 

2. As.God the Father defigned and prepared this 
fpiritual feaft for the erttertainment of his chofert 

(?) ^. i.3,4,6. 
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nle, fo he gave his only begotten Son to purchafc 
m y his obedience and fufferings in their room and 
ftead. " For, w fays the apoftle, " when the fulnefs- 
fl of time was come^ God fent forth his Son, made. 
u of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
" that were under the law, that we might receivc 
" the ^doption of fons (a)" Nor did the Son o£ 
God, at whatever expence it might be procured, de- 
cline to makc the purchafe. He left the bofom of 
the Father, and all the glories of heaven. He ap- 
peared in the form of a fervant, and made himfelf of 
no reputatiom He kd a poor, defpifed, andfoirow- 
fulJife-, and at laft, fhed his own precious ,blood> 
that he might do his Father*s will, and procure for 
bis people all the bleffmgs of the CQvenant* Ac- 
cordingly, we find, that he is reprefente*d in thc Pro- 
verbs. of Solomon (b), under the notion of wifidoraj 
as having purchafed and provided this fpiritual feaft : 
n Wifdom hath built her houfe, fhe hath mingled 
" her wine, fhe hath alfo furnifhed her table :" and 
as fending forth her fervants to invite us to pccepfe 
of the entertainment, " Come," fays fhe, u eat of 
u my bread, and drink of the wine that I have 
** mingled." 

LaJUy. The Holy Spirit is alfo given to reveal and 
apply tne defigned and purchafed benefits to every 
fincere believer* He is now at hand to take of the 
thmgs of Chrift, and fhew them unto us. He 
gives the fpiritual appetite, and enables the Chriftian 
to feed by faith on a crucified Redeemer, and the* 
purchafe of his blood* I will add, that the nevr 
covenant of God's grace is now fully eftablifhed by 
the death of Ghrift, as a divine charter, ih which the 

Almighty configns over all thofe purchafed benefit* 
to every one that believes, or that comes to hjm, 
through * Redeemer. All things are therefore now 

ready. How juftly, then, may He, who is the Lord 
of Hofts, be ftyled the Maker and Mafter of thi» 
JraJi?" 

IL 
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II. But I now proceed, Secondly, To open up the 
nature of if, in fome of its excellent and diftinguiftV 
ing chara&ers. And, 

1. It is a fpiritual feaft. Though it be defcribed 
in Scripture, by'emblems that relate to obje&s of 
fenfe, we are not to imagine, that there is any thing 
fenfual in it, or adapted to - the bodily tafte : no, 
cvery thing here is pure and fpiritual ; the food and 
entertainment of thofe whofe minds have been far- 
ingly enlightened to difcern the things that are fpi* 
ritual. Our Saviour, fpeaking of himfelf, and the 
benefits he ha$ purchafed, fays, " This is the bread 
" which came down from heaven, that a ittan may 
cc eat thereof and not die (c)" And as it is of a fpirfc- 
tual nature, and heavenly origin ; fo, the defign and 
tendency of it, is to raife our fouls to heaven, ahd 
improve their relifh for the enjoyments of that blef- 
fed world. In a word, it is thc fame in kind with 
that celeftial feaft, that pure river of the water of 
life, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, which the inhabitants of heaven^ the fpirits 
of juft men made perfetr, (hall for ever enjoy. It 
«iifrers from it oniy in degree ; jbr communion with 
God in this world, is a dawn of heaven, and the 
-foretafte of eternal happinefs* 

2. It is a feaft upon a facrifice. Under the iaw, 

after part of the facrifice was confumed upon the 

altar, the prieft, and they for whom it was offered, 

were allowed to feaft upon that which remained» 

Sut here is a feaft upon an infinitely greater and 

jnore excelleni facrifice, the gieat propitiatory facri- 

£ce of ihe blood of Chrift, which made full and 

compiete. atonement for fin, fatisfied the demands of 

impartial juftice, and brought in everlafting redemp- 

*k>nj a facrifice, which, when oftered, our High 

Prieft could fay, cc It is finiihed;" a facrifice, in a 

word, moft acceptable and well-pleaO ng to God, 

which can purge the confcience from dead works, 

and fit u* for the forvice and worflup.of. him-wha'-is 

•(*) Joha vi. j#. 



Jj« Yhe Btejfitgs of Chrl/Ps Purchof* Ser. 3 . 

a Spirit, in fpirit and in truth. To feaft on fuch a 
facrifice, muft therefore be a dclightful and rcfrefb- 
ing entertainment to the foul of the believer. " He," 
fays buf Saviour, (( that eateth my flefh, and drink- 
€( eth my bloocl, hath eternal life, and I will raife 
ct him up at the laft day ; for my flefh is meat in- 
u dced, and my blood is drink indeecL" But, fur- 
ther, it is likewife a feaft upon a faciifice 5 as, in it, 
believers, who are made priefts unto God for that 
-cnd, ofFer up the fpiritual facrifices of prayer and 
praife, and other a£ts of devotion ; being aflured, 
that they fhall be accepted in the Beloved. Nay, 
they are, as the apoftle exhorts them, 4o offer up 
themfelves a living facrifice, holy and acceptable tb 
God, which is their reafonable feivice (d). And this 
leads me to ctbferve, 

3. That it is alfo a feaft upon a covenant.^ In the 
X)ld Teftament we read, that as feafts-were^made up* 
on a facrifice, fo they frequently covenantcd -toge- 
-ther at feafts. We meet with a remarkable inftance 
of this in Gen. xxxi., where Jacob and Laban ratf- 
fied their covenant of friehdfhip, not only by ofFer* 
«ing facrifice, but by feafting together : and under thc 
•New Teftament, the apoftle fpeaks of the communi- 
on of the body and blood of Chrift, as correfponcfc- 
ing to the eating of the facrifice. -Upon feating.our- 
<felves at the. table of the Lord, and partaking of thc 
facred fymbols, we declare our acceptaace of the 
,gofpel-covenant, that -we take the Lord for our God, 
^and devote biirfelves to his fervice : and, certainly, 
the obligations which we then come under, excel 
evcry other tie, as much as the facrifice of Chrift 
^excels the facrifices of the Jews 5 or the fpiritual eat- 
ing and drinking of his body and blood, the partak- 
ing of the ancient facrifices at the altar. In -a word, 
iy our eating and drinking at the taWe of the Lord, 
we take a folemn oath, that wc will be*rue and faith- 
ful to him ; and if we are fincere in this covenant- 
«cngagemettt, be^gracioufly.promifes, that he will bc 

©ur 
. {d) Rort. "xii. i. 
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our God. For fuch we find to be the tenor of the 
covenant : " I will be their God, and they fhall be 
" my people {c)." And, as I formerly obferved, 
this covenant is unalterably cbnfirmed, by the (hed- 
ding of ChrifVs blood ; fo that every believer may 
nowtriumph in the reafoningof the apoftle, — He that 
fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, and who gives us his broken body and fhed blood 
to feaft upon, how (hall he not with him alfo freely 
give us all things ? 

4. It is alfo a feaft of love. The Jewifh paflbver, 
which was an eminent type of it, was a feail of love 
t& well as of remembrance ; for it was celebrated by 
the whole natipn of the Jews, aflembled together 111 
one place ; plainly intimating, that they were one 
body united together m love. But the Lord's Suppec 
is much more a feaft of love ; for it is a memorial of 
the unexampled and aftonifhing love, which the Son 
©f God exprefled in laying down his life for us ; 
and furely, on our parts, it ought to be kept with 
the warmeft gratitude and affe&ion. Our hearts 
(hould burn with' love to him, who loved us, and 
*wafhed us from our fins in his own blood. But be- 
fides* this, it is alfo a feaft of love, as it is moft fig- 
nificant of that Chriftian charity and love which thc 
guefts fhouid bear to one another ; for they all fit at 
one table, and eat of the fame bread, and drink of 
the fame cup. Nay, by this folemn aftion^ they de- 
clare their love to each other, as children of the fame 
divine family, and"members of one myftical body, of 
which Chrift is the Head ; and therefore they ought 
to be united together in the tendereft bond of fym- 
pathy and afFeabion. Happy are they who abdund in 
this grace. The God of love and peace fhall be with 
them- 

5. And, lafllji It is a plentiful feaft," and freely 

given* the provifion of a God, who delights to exercifc 

loving-kindnefs in the e^rth, and will fupply all thc 

wants of his people, according to fus riche^ iu ^ or T 

£ Vj 

W % Cor. vi. if . 
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by Clirift Tefus. There is bread enough in your Fa- 

ther^s houfe, and to fpare ; enough to anfwer every 

exigence, to fatisiy every defire, and to fill up every 

C2pacity of cnjeyment : for it hath pleafed the Fa- 

ther, that in Chrift (hould all fulnefs dwell, and out 

, of his fulnefs you may all receive, and grace for grace. 

Jf then you will come with enlarged hearts, hunger- 

ing and thirfling after Chrift, you fhall be abundanN 

ly fatisfied with the goodnefs of his houfe, even o£ 

his holy temple. And finally, This fpiritual feaft, as 

it is full and fatisfying, fo it is freely given. How 

sur.ple and generous is the invitation to it ? cc Ho, 

41 ejery one that thirfteth, come ye to the water^ 

<c and ne that hath no money, come, buy wine and 

4C milk, without money and without price. Who- 

* c foever will,'let him come, and take of the water" 

4C of life freely." Though it was dearly purchafed by 

your Saviour, yet he offers it to you in the kindeft 

and moft encouraging manner : * c Behold," fays he, 

4C I ftand at the door and knock ; if any man hear 

<c ' my voice and open the door, I will come in to 

* € him, and will fup with him and he witli me." 

III. And this brings me to confider, thlrdly^ Tfiq 
etftertainment provided in it, or on what communi- 
cants are invited to feaft at the table of the Lord. 

In general, then, they are to feaft on a crucified 
Redeemer, his brokeri body, and his ihed blood* 
Now, the fufferings of Chrift, when contemplated 
by faith, afford the moft delightful entertainment to 
a heliever. — For, 

1. He fees, in them, that djvine juftice is ful- 
ly fatisfied, and provifion made for his pardon and 
juftification. cc In Chrift," fays the apoftle, cc we have 
4i redemption through his blood, even the forgive* 
* ( nefs o£ fin;" Nay, divinejuftice itfclf is ! concern- 
ed, upon. the account of ChrilVs death, to pardon thq 
iniqiuties. ofj his- fervants. " If," fays the apoftle 
John, cc we confefs our fins^he*isAfaithful andjuft 
." to forgivc us our fins •>" juft, "no\ indt^d with re- 
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gard to us, for his grace is unmerited and free ; but 
juft, with regard to the death of Chrift : for he having 
paid the debt, the difcharge muil in juftice follow. 
Now, what a feaft is this to a convinced and humbls 
foul ? Son, be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven 
thee. What a refreftiing cordial is this ? Whatjoy 
muft fpring up in the mind, when the fweetnefs of 
pardoning mercy is infufed into our cup of confola- 
tion ? " Blefled is he," fays the Pfalmift, " whofe 
" tranfgreflion is forgiven, whofe fin is covered : 
" Blefled is the man to whom the Lprd imputeth riot 
" iniquity." 

2. Another fruit of the~ fufferings and death of 
Chrift, that we are here invited to feaft upon, ia 
peace with God ; for this infeparably accompanics 
the,former. " Being juftified by . faith," fays the 
apoftlc, " we have peace with God through our 
" Lord Jefus Chrift." And what a blefled privilege 
i$ this ! how divinely fweet and ravifliing to the 
foul ! To be reconciled to God, who is the beft of 
frfends, and whofe favour is better than life ; and 
not only to be reconciled, but to be aflured of his fa- 
vour, of his deareftand tendetfeft love : Whatmore 
canft thou defire ? What greater comfort, what more 
fatisfying joy, than to be aMe to fay with the Pfal- 
mift, " This God is my God for ever and ever, and 
" he will be my guide even unto death ?" " Yea, 
" though I walk through the valley and fhadow of 
" cieath, he wiil be with me \ his rod and his ftdfT 
" will comfort me." 

3. From thencc, as another part of your entertain- 

nient, there refults peace and tranquillity 01 con~ 

fcience. This is one of thofe prccious legacies 

which Chrift bequeathed to his difciples when he was 

leaving the world : " Peace," fays he, " I leave with 

" you, my peace I give unto yoii." This peace i* 

fuch as the world can neither give nor take away \ 

for it arifes from a fenfe of our reconciliation to> 

God, and the aflurance of an intereft in his love. 

But what this is, how pleafing and &eA\g\\t£\ft Vo vVk; 

E. 2. W^ v 
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foul, is better felt than it can be expreffed. Peace in 
tbe confcience is a cordial inexpreffibly delightful. 
When the peace of God is fhed abroad in the heart, 
the pleafure of it paffeth underflanding. In a word, it 
is the bread %nd the water of life ; it exalts the foul 
to a tafte of celeftial enjoymertf, and confers a fenfe 
of internal fecurity, . which the wicked cannot feel. 
And hence, faysthe tfalmift, when refle&ing on the 
gcodnefs of God in granting Iiim this peace, u Re- 
u turn unto thv reft, O my foul, for the Lord hath 
" dealt bountifully with thee," 

4. Another fruit of ChrifVs death and fufFerings, 
on which believers are invited to feaft, is communion 
and fellowfhip with God. There is nothing that has 
a greater tendency to fweeten human life, than the in- 
tercourfe of one friend with another. What then 
can be imagined more pleafing to the foul, than the, 
f riendfliip ot God, and communion with him ? Now, 
this alfo is provided as a part of the devout commu- 
nicant's entertainment at the table of the Lord ; for 
there be is admitted to fee the King in his beauty, 
and the land that is afyr off. He taftes that the Lord 
is gracious, and feels his love fhed abroad in his 
heart ; and he can therefore fay with the Church, " I 
u fat down under his fhadow with great delight, and 
* c hts fruit was fweet to my tafte. He brought me 
€t into the banqueting-houfe, and his banner over.me 
** was love." Nay, fuch is the happinefs which the 
people of God fometimes experience in communion 
>vith him at his table, that they are made to fay with 
the difciples on the mount, " Lord, it is good for 
" us to be here :" and as Jacob did of BetheJ,, " Surely 

41 the Lord is in this place ; this is none other but 
" the houfe of God, this is the gate of heaven.'* 
And indeed, my brethren, when the foul is favoured 
with fuch near and intimate communion^as this, it 
cnjoys a kind of heaven upon earthj it taftes the 
food of angels, and receives as it were the firft fruits, 
in the joyful hope of reaping the full harveft. 

Thefc 
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Thefc then . are a few of the rich and invaluable 
bleifings purchafed by the death of Chrift, and which 
are provided for your entertainment, who are fincerc 
and faithful communicants. 

But again, you are likewife to feaft upon hisdeath, 
as it is the new teiiament in his blood, /. e. a rati* 
fication of the new teftameht or covenant, by.this 
facred fymbol, — the fhedding of his blood. Thus r 
we find, the apoftle to the Hebrews reprcfents the 
death of Chrift, ih allufion to a teflamejitary difpo* 
iition or fettlement, which of neceflity requires the 
deathof the teftator (a). lience, the* precious fruiu 
of the death of Chrift, and all the bleflings which he 
has bequeathed to the heirs of promife, are by this> 
means unalterably confirmed and fecured to them \ 
and in fcripture they are called the fure mercies of 
David: nay, all the promifes are faid to be in him, 
Yea, and in hlm, Amen, to the gloiy of God. 

Many other views of our Redeemer^s death might 
have been given you, as a fuitable and pleafing enter- 
tainmeut at a communioh table. I might nave ob- 
fenred to you, that, by his death and fufFerings, he 
is made a perfedr, Captain of falvation, and a moit 
compaflionate and merciful High-prieft ; for in that 
he himfelf fuffered, being tempted, he Is able to fuc- 
cour them that are tempted. I might have obferved 
farther, that, by his death and fufFerings, he merited 
his triumphant entrance into the higheft heavens, and 
that, not only in his own name, but to take poffcHiort 
of the heavenly glory, a9 our Head and Forerunner. 
And, finally, that, in virtue of his blood flied upon 
the crofs, he makes effe&ual and neverceafing inter- 
ceffion at his Father*s right hand. But 011 thefe» the 
Kmits of this difcourfe will not allow me to infift. 

I pnly add, that believers in Chrift are called to> 
feaft upon his death, becaufe, by this one offering, 
he hath for ever perfected thern tftat are fan&ificd v 
and as he has purchafed all that is neceflary to make 
jou perfe&j fo he is invefted with full power and aa- 
E 3 thority 

(sj llcb. ix. 16, 17. 
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thority to beftow it upon you. Nay, it is treafured 
up in him as your Head of influences, and fhall be 
communicated to you in fuch a manner as he fliali fee 
fit. In a word, he will carry you on gradually to 
perfc£Hon, and at laft make you perfe£t in holinefs,. 
that you may be ever with the Lord. 

You fce then what you havc to feaft upon ; and I 
appeal to yourfelves, if it be not a feaft of fat things, 
and full of marqow, of wines upon the lees, and 
well refined. 

And now, have you not the higheft reafon to ad- 
mire the wonderful condefcenfion and grace of our 
Redeemer ? Art thou not now faying, " Whence is 
€t this to me ? What am I, or what is my Father's 
€€ houfe, that thou haft brought me hitherto ?" Shall 
the only begotten of the Eternal Jehovah not only lay 
down his life for me, but give me his fiefh and blood, 
his death and fufferings, to feaft upon ? Strange, 
myfterious love ! it infinitely tranfcends my utmoft 
conception j and all I can do, is to cry out with the 
apoftle, " O, the height and depth, the breadth 
" and length, of the love of Chrift f It paflethknow- 
« ledge." • 

But is there fuch a feaft as this provided for your 
cntertainment ? I addrefs you in the words of the 
prophet Ifaiah, " Ho> every one that thirfteth, come 
<( ye to the waters, and he that hath no money ; come 
c< ye, buy and eat > yea, come, buy wine and milk». 
*' without money, and without price." . Confider who 
invites you , it is your SaViour, and beft friend ;- he 
that has loved you, and given his foul a ranfom for 
you , he that is now remembering you at thex right 
hand of the throne of God his Father, and from 
whofe lips your final fentence^muft proceed* Con- 
fider what a noble feaft he invites you to 5 a fcaft, as 
you have heard, of fat things full of mafrow, and of 
wines on the lees well refined, even all the bleflings of. 
the new and well-ordered covcnant, as purchafed by, 
the Ihedding of his own precious blood, and unal- 
terabfy fecured, and ready for your acceptance. And 
-i it poQfrbk jtqu can flight and dct^ife \u* \\Htafiaa. l 
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How may the angels of heaven, think ye, be afto- 
nilhed at this ? And what fullen pleafure will it af- 
ford the apoftate angels to fee the Lord of Glory, who 
made no atonement for them, flighted, in thc offers 
of his love, by the children of men ? Can you be 
fuc^ enemies to ybur own intereft, as to refufe his 
offer ? Where can you meet with fuch another ? 
and how cah you poffibly efcape, if you neglctt it ? 
Buthappy, indeed, unfpeakably happy, will you be, 
if you accept of it, and refign yourfelves to him, in 
a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten. — Finally, 
Confider that this is, perhaps, the laft time that fuch 
a call and invitation fhall be addrefled to you. Many 
foch calls have been given you, and you who are un- 
believing and impenitent have flighted them all ; and 
God is now perhaps taking his final leave of fome of 
yoa; for his Spirit will notalways ftrive with man. 
WhHe thercforc it i& called to-day, hear his voice, 
and hardeh hot your hearts; left you provoke him 
to fwear in his wrath, that ye fhall never enter into 
his reft. 

Btit I hope there are fome here who are hungering 
and thirfting after Chrift, and a fhare in the bleflings 
of his purchafe ; nay, who have already tafted this 
heavenly food, and whofe fpiritual appetite is by that 
means enlarged: fuch I invite to the table of tho 
Lord. All things are ready on his part ; and his call 
to you is, Eat, O friends ; drink, yea, drink abun- 
dantly. Study then to have all things ready on your^s. 
Come in the lively exercife of every grace, particu^ 
larly of faith and love. Awake, awake ; put on thy 
ftrength, O Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O 
JeruUlem, and come in the ftrength of the Lord 
your God, making mention of his righteoufnefs,. everi 
of his only. Tlie Spirit and the Bride fay, Come j 
and let him that is athirft come, and whofoever willj 
let him take of the water of life freety. 
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SERMON IV. 



THE INViTATION TO THE BLESSINGS OF 
CHRIST*S PURCHASE CONSIDERED. 



IsAIAH lv. I. 

Ho 9 every one that thirfleth^ come ye to the waters, atti 
he that hath no money \ come ye y buy ahd cat \ yea % 
come y buy winc and milk^ withcut money } 'and without 
pricc. 

THESE words are a moft ample and gracious m- 
vitation to finners of mankind to come and par- 
take of the bleflings of the gofpel. The language is 
figurative \ and the apoftle Paul furnifhes us with 
a key to qpen up its meaning : for, in A&s xiii. 
33, 34. he fpcaks of the fure mercies of David, 
which, in the third verfe of this chapter, are faid to 
bc the fum of the everlafting covenant that God will 
make with believers, as flowing from the refurre&ion 
of Chrift ; u e. having purehafed thefe bleflings by 
his death, he is now, in confequence of his refur- 
re&ion, invefted with power and authority to beftow 
them. Here, then, the unfearchable riches ©f grace 
are difplayed; thc greateft, the moft excellent amf 
lafting bleflings are freely offered, and you are kindly 
;nvited to come' and partake of them. " Ho, every 
M one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and. he 

" that 
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" that bath no money ; come ye, buy and eat *, yea* 
" come, buy wine and milk, without money, and 
" without price." 

In difcourfing on thefe words, I (hall endeavour* 
by divine affiftancc, to fhow you, firjl % Who are in- 
vited, and the qualificatiori of thofe that will be 
made welcome ; c< Ho, every one that thirfteth." 
Secotidly, What they are invited to partake of, — wa- 
ters, wine, and milk. ^ThirHyy How we are to 
partake of the bleflings that are offered to us ; — wc 
are to come, buy and eat, without money, and with- 
out price. And then conclude, by a ftiort pra&ical 
improvement of the fubjedt. 

1. 1 begin with fliewing you, who are invited, and 
the qualificatibn of thofe, that will be made welcomc 
to partake of the unfearchable riches of grace: 
" Ho, every one that thirfteth." 

The call of the gofpel is, indeed, addrefled to all, 
without diftin£Uon ; not to the Jews only, to whom 
the word of falvation was firft fent, but to thc Gen- 
tiles alfo, who, for many ages, were without Chrift 
in the world 5 aliens from the commonwealth of If- 
rael, and ftrangers to the covenants*of promife : Nor 
« it confined to one nation or family, to one tribe or 
Hndred of mankind; but extends to all nations, 
tribes, and kindreds, wherever the gofpel is preach- 
cd. Yc Gentiles, that are amongft thc outmoft ifles 
of the nations, to you this day is the invitation giv- 
e n. " Look unto me," fays Chrift, u and be ye faved, 
" all the cnds of the earth." He came to feek and 
to fave that wKich was loft ; to fave even the chief 
of. Gnners. In him there is enough for all j and fuch 
as come to him, he will in nowife caft out. So that 
all who live under the gofpel, are invited and en- 
couraged to come ; aticfc it is no prefumptipn in any, 
to hope for a kind and gracious reception. u Be- 
<c hold," fays our merciful Redecmer, " I ftand at 
* the door and knock \ if any. man hear my voice, 
" and open the door, I will coine in to him % and 
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u will fup with him, and he with me." In a word, 
the gofpel-covenant exctudes none that.do not ex- 
clude themfelves, by having no defire or inclination 
to partake of the bleflings promifed in it. 

And this brings me to (how you, what qualifica- 
tions thofe muft be poffefled of, whom Chrift will 
make weleome to thefe rich and precious bleffings. 
It is here, as in other parts of Scripture, exprefTed 
by thirfting : — Ho, every one that thirfteth. " If any 
u man thirft," fays our Saviour, " let him come un- 
u to me and drink " — > u Let him that is athirft come, 
u and whofoever will, let him take of the water of 
u life freely." The impiort of this thirfting, in ge- 
neral, is a ftrong and ardent defire after heavenly and 
fpiritual bleffitigs. But feeing God is pleafed; in 
condefcenfion to our weak capacities, to reprefent the 
defires of the foul, by the fenfations or appetites of 
the body, let us confider what this thirfting fuppofcs 
fmd implies. 

1. It fuppofes a deep fenfe and convidion in the 
foul, of its need of Chrrft, and falvatioh tnrough 
him. A man muft be perfuaded that he is a finher, 
a guilty and periftiing finner, before he can in earneft 
thirft for the Saviour. Our blefied Lord tells us^ 
that the whole need not a phyfician, but they that 
are-fick. He that does not fee himfelf condemned, 
will not fue for a pardon. It is the wounded fpirit 
that feeks after healing. We fly for refuge to lay 
hold t>h the hope fet tefore us ; bccaufe we fee our- 
felves in danger of death, from the avenger of blood 
that purfues u$. Chrift is lifted up in the gofpel, 
and prefented in the promife, for the wretched arid 
tmdone to confide in for life and falvation : but the 
impenitent finner does not fee his need of him, and 
has therefore no defire of applying to him for thofe 
bleffings. Sq long as ye are full of this world, and 
think yourfelves, with the church of Laodicea, rich,. 
increaied in goods, and to have need of nothing, you 
will not, you cannot thirft after Chrift, as an iuvsilu- 
slhle treafure* So Jong as ye fanc^ Y 0V3Ll: f e ^ vc$ whole, 
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ind of a found conftitution, you will not defire him 
as a Sovereign Phyfician. In a word, the foul, in 
thirfting for Chrift, looks on itfelf as a poor, needy f 
fatherlefs, friendlefs creature, and ftays itfelf oa 
fovereign grace and mercy. 

2. This thirfting fuppofes alfo a knowledge and 
coimftion in the foul, that, while every created or>% 
je& is infufficient to fupply its wants, there is fuffici- 
ent fulnefs in Chrift for its falvation and happinefs. 
It fuppofes that the foul finds nothing in the enjoy- 
ments of tirae that can be a portion tcrit ; nothing lrt 
the pleafures of fin that can fatisfy it ; and nothing in 
its own righteoufnefs that it can Duild upon as a foun- 
dation for acceptance with God and eternal life ; but 
that which it fought after in other objefts in vain, is 
tobe found in Chrift ; a perfecl: righteoufnefs to cover 
all its deformities ; a fulnefs of grace to fupply its 
wants; every thing, in a word, that can make it 
happy in time, and through eternity : for it hath pleaf* 
ed the Father, that in him fhould all fulnefe dwell. 
And, finally, as he is an all-fufficient and fuitable, 
fo alfo he is a moft willing Saviour ; who, as he came 
into the world to feek and fave tbem .that were 
loH, and cheerfully underwent the lowcft abafemeni 
and moft painful fufferings, that he might purchafe 
their redemption, fo, he ftill ftands with dutftretched 
arms, ready to embxace the returning finner; and 
expre&ly declares, that him that cometh unto Him, 
he will in nowife caft out. 

3. This thirfting implies a ftrong and ardent de* 
Crc in the foul after Chrift, and the bleifings of his 
purchafe, that it may get an intereft in him, confor- 
mity to him in- holinefs, and communion with him. 
While many are faying, Who will ftiew us any good, 
anyworldly, temporal, fenfual good? the language 
of the thirfting foul is, I intreat thy favour with my 
whole heart. Lord, lift on- me the light of thy couo- 
tenance. Let me but haye Chrift for my portion, 
and I have enough ; I need no more. Without him, 
indeed, tb.e wholc creation is notVung: to xnR^Vax^ 
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even 111 the want of all things, I (hould think him 
cvery thing. This is indeed to thirft for Cffrift/ and 
the bleflings he has purchafed. Here is a foufl that 
follows hard after him, and exclaims, " O, when 
u wilt thou come unto me ?" Such were the devout 
breathings of DafltJ, when compelled to refide at a 
<liftance from the fan&uary of God. " As the hart," 
lays he, " panteth after the water brooks, fo panteth 
" my foul after thee, O God ; my foul thirfteth for 
** God, the living God. When fhali I come and ap- 
" pear before God (a) ?"— « My foul thirfteth for 
« thee, mv flefli longeth for thee in a dry and thirfty 
€t land, wnere no water is, to fee thy power and 
€t thy glory, fo as 1 have feen thee in the fanclua- 

« c ry (*)." 

This, then, is the qualification of all tjiofe whonl 
Chrift will make welcome. Commune with your 
own hearts. Do you find any fuch thirft within 
you? Call in the aidand afliftance of God'a Spirit, 
and fay, €t Search me, O tord, and try me j w and 
if, upon impartiai fearch, you can fay that it is fo 
with you, then, O thirfty foul, I, in the name of 
God, invite thee to come to the waters. And this 
brings me, 

II. To fhew you what you are invited to comc to, 
to buy, and to eat •,— waters, wine, and milk. 
. By thefe, we are to underftand, in general, the 
promifed bleflSngs of the new covenant, which Chrift, 
having purchafed by his death, is invcfted with full 
power and authority to beftow upon all thirft v fouls. 
I am unwilling to purfue the metaphors too far, but 
Ihall endeavour to keep them in view while defcribing 
thofe fpiritual blefllngs. And indeed there is a pecu- 
liar beauty and fitnefs in thern to reprefent to us the 
abundant fulnefs, the rich variety of the benefits of 
ChrifVs purchafe, and their perfe^x fuitablenefs to all 
that we can want or defire, to make us happy. 

1. As 
(*J ML xlii. r, *. (h) VttL Vwa, 
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1. As water is refrefliing to the thirfty, fo they> 

whom Chrift will make welcome, being called thirfty* 

rt was extremely proper to exprefs by water their en- 

tcrtainment on their coming to him. There is then 

ra Chrift Jefus that which will fatisfy your moft en- 

larged and ardent defires. Are. ye thirfty for thc 

pardon and forgivenefs of fin, your fouls being, as it 

were, parched with the terrors of the law ? Here 

then are the cooling watcrs of mercy ; a full, a free, 

and final pardon, The blood of Chrift cleanfeth from 

all fin, and he is exaited a Prince and a Saviour, to 

give repentance and remiflion of fin to Ifrael. Are 

ye thirfty for communion and fellowfhip with God, 

that you may be brought nieh to him, and fee his 

power and glory ? When he hides his face, are ye in, 

a dry and thirfty land, wherein no water is ? Through 

Chrift ye ftiall have accefs to your heavenly Father^ 

by that new and living way, which he hath confe- 

crated through the vail of his fiefh, u e. by faith ia 

his death and fufferings. 

And as the bleflings of the.new covenant are re- 
freihing, fo alfo they are healing waters. They arc 
likp the waters of the pool of Bethefda, into which, 
whoevcr ftept when the angel defcendcd and troubledl 
it, was cured of his peculiar difeafe. Here, then, 
O believer, is a fovereign remedy for all the fpiritu- 
al maladies under which thou laboureft. What are 
thefe maladies ? Hardnefs of heart, wandering of 
mind, deadnefs of affe&ion, prevailing hifts and 
weaknefs bf faith ? In thefe waterfc of the fandtuarj* 
there is a cure for them all. 

But again, in Chrift Jefus, the waters of life are 
living and life-giving waters ; and whofoever will, lct 
him come and drink of them freely. Thou that art 
dead in trefpafles and fins, upon coming to thefe wa- 
ters, thou fhalt have a new life, a fpirkual life beguxx 
in thee ; thou ihalt bt made a new creature, created 
again in Chrift Jefus unto good works. And thou 
who art complaining that the things that remain in 
thee^ are rcady to dk; that thy fp'mtu?\V^\^ ^^ 
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and languifhing; and the remainders of corruption 
ready to extinguifh upon thy coming to thefe waters ; 
thou fhalt revive as the ccjrn, and grow as the vine, 
and {hoot forfh thy roots as Lebanon ; thou fhalt re- 
iiew thy ftrength ; thou fhalt walk and not be weary; 
and run, and not faint, in the ways of holinefs. 

Finally, in Chrift Jefus there are never-failing 
fprings of refrefhing, healing, and living waters. 
The delights of this world are juftly compared to a 
<leceitful brook, which the heat of Summer dries up, 
and which difappoints the expe&ation of the weary 
trayeller, when he ftands moft in need. . But, what 
fays Chrift himfelf of thefe waters of grace ? " Who- 
4C foever diinketh of the water that I fhall give him, 
€i ftiall never thirft ; but the water that I fhall give 
€i him, fhall be in him a well of water fpringing up 
« c into eternal life (a)" 

2. The bleffings of the new covenant,* are repre- 
fented alfo by milk. Milk, you know, is very nour- 
Jfhing, efpecially toinfants ; it.istheir ^rdinary food; 
and God, when he would exprefs the plenty of the 
land of Canaan, fays it is a land that flows with milk 
and honey. Now, we read in fcripture of babes in 
Chrift, who, being unfkilful in the word of righte- 
Gufnefs, are to be nourifhed with milk, and not with 
ftrong ineat. You, then, who are young converts 
to Chrift, here is food fuitable to you ; the plain, the 
fundamental truths of Chriftianity, the exceeding 
great and pTecious promifes of the word of God, 
which, as they ar^of abfolute neceflity to your edifi- 
cation and comfort, fo they are adapted to the mean- 
^ft capacity. Again, milk is of great ufe t* reftore to 
Lealth weak and decayed perfons. Are there not fome 
among you whofe fpiritual life is feeble and languid ? 
Here, then, is that which will reftore you to ftrength 
stfid vigour. Chrift will perfeft his ftrength in your 
weaknefs, and make his grace fuffLcient fpr you ; fo 
tliat-out of weaknefs you fhall be made ftrong, and 

be 
(-0 J°^ n w. 14* 



Ser. 4« of Chrift y s Purcbafe confidered. 51 

be enabled to do all things through Chrift which 
ftrengtheneth you. 

3. And laJHy, The bleflings of ChriuVs purchafe 
are exprefled alfo by wine, and as you have it in the 
xxvth chapter of this prophecy, and 6th verfe, by 
wine upon the lees, well refined. Now, in the 
new covenant, there is that which, like wine ufed 
in moderation, rcvives the fpirits, and is fit for thofe 
that are of an heavy heart. You, therefore, ^who are 
mourning, and bowed down under the convidtions of 
fin, and frequent prevailing of indwelling corruption, 
here is the wine of confolation : Chrift fays to you> 
" Be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee ; I 
" wiil fhew thec the joy of jny falvation." And what 
a refrefhing cordial is this ! It puts more gladnefe 
in the heart, than the wicked can have when their 
corn and wine are increafed. But again, here alfo- 
fe wine to make thee cheerful and vigorous in thy fpi- 
litual work and warfare, and to make thee go on in this 
way rejoicing : For hearken, O Chriftian, to thefe re- 
viving promifes of the new-covenant, " I will never 
" leave thee," nor forfake thee. When thou goeffc 
4< through the fire and waters of affli&ion, I will be 
<c with thee ; I will guide thee by my counfel while 
c< here, and afterwards receive thee to glory ; and 
<c when received into this glory, thou fhalt drink new 
cc wine with Chrift in his Father^s kingdom." 

Thus, I have briefly laid before you the ipiritual 
and faving bleflings, of which we are invited to par- 
take. 

III. I now proceed, in the third place, To fhew jpu? 
how we are to partake of thofe bleliings ; and this yoit 
fee is exprefled by the words, c< Come, buy and eat.'* 

1. You are tocome. Faith is frequently exprefied 
in Scripture by aftions of the body, and by none 
more frequently than by this, of coming to Ohrift y 
and it fcrves to exprcfs the progrefs and motion of the 
foul towards him, and the glorious purchafe of his 
blood. 

F Z ^QNfc. 
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You muft come thcn from fin, both from the love 
and pra&ice of it, from all your lufts, howcver dear 
to you, and from all dependence on any righteouf- 
nefs of your own for acceptance with God. Thefe 
two, it muft be confeffed, are difEcult points of felf- 
denial : thoufands choofe rather to perifh eternally, 
than part with either of them. But nothingis more 
evident from the word of God, than that, except 
they are both renounced, we can have no fhare in 
the bleflings of the covenant : For we cannot, at once, 
J>e trje fervants of fin and the fervants of Chrift. 
Thefe are two mafters whofe fervice is incompatible 
with each other ; and if we go about to eftablifh our 
own righteoufnefs, we can have nb part in the right- 
-coufnefs of God. 

But, further, you muft come to Chrift, not merely 
affenting to the truth of . his doftrine and miflion, for 
fuch a faith the very devils have, and multitudes of 
profeffing Chriftians have had, who, notwithftanding, 
arc riow configned over to everlafting vengearice j but 
dieerfully embracing him under all the chara&ers in 
which he is revealed and offered in the gofpel. Come 
to him, then, and accept him as your Prophet, to il- 
luminate your darkened minds, and make the light 
pf the glory of God in the face of a Redeemer tb fhine 
into them, that you may know him in the power of 
his refurreftion, and the fellowfhip of his fufferings* 
The Father teftified by a voice from heaven, " This 
«' is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed ; 
" hcar ye him." You muft therefore liften to Jiis 
inftj:u£lions, and receive the law from his mouth. 
Cometo him alfo, and accept of him as your Prieft. 
Acquiefce in, and rely on that glorious method, 
which infinite wifdom and love has appointed for 
fatisfying divine juftice, and recbnciling finners. to 
God; even that perfedl facrificeof his human nature, 
which Chrift offered up through the eternal Spirit. 
Depend upon his all-fufficient righteoufnefs, as the. 
fole ground of your jtfftification ; and on his power- 
ful and prevaknt interceflion at the ri^ht hand of. 
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the Majefty onHigh, for obraining renewed pardon* 
and grace to help you in every time of need. Finally> 
come to him, and reeeive him alfo as your king to» 
fubdue the enmity of your hearts 5 to fanflify, as 
we!l as to fave you y and to rule and govern you by 
his word and Spirit. Take his yoke upon you, whicrr 
is eafy, and his burthen, which is Hght. In a word^ 
give yourfelves to God in Chriit, to be for his ho- 
nour and glory 5 all the powcrs of your fouls, and the 
members of your bodics, all your endowments and 
attainments, that you niay live to the praife of the. 
glory of his grace, obedient to his juft authority, anct 
fubmifBve td the will of his providence. 

2. That you may partake of the bleflings offered ir* 
thc gofpel, you are not only to coinc, but to buy» 
This, you will fay, is a very ftrange and extraordi- 
naTy way of buying, not only without money, (tbat 
is common enough in the dealhigs of the world), but 
without price, without fo rauch as making a price, 
and promifing to pay it. But your furprife will wear 
off, if you reflefr. cm our Ijord's counfel to the churcht 
of Laodicea. " Thou art poor," fays he, and yefc 
he advifes her " to buy of him gold tried in the 
" fire(a)." This Suying, then, imports, that the 
bleffings offered in the gofpel are fo exceedingly pre- 
cious, jhat they are worth our obtaining at any rate^ 
and that yet we (hall be welcome to them, though we 
are moft unworthy of them, and can nrake no re~ 
turn that looks like a valuable confideration. Thefe 
Meffings are already bought and paid for. ChrifL 
purchafed them at an adequate value, not with cor- 
ruptible things fuch as filver and geld, but with the 
price of his own blood, the preeious blood of the 
Son of God, as of a lamb-without fpot and blemifii ; 
and yet, fo difrnterefted is his love,. he beftbws thenv 
freely* Though they coft him fo dear, they coft us* 
aothing but acceptance j and whoever is made par- 
taker of them, muft have them as the free gift of 
Godjt through him, and alone on his account. For* 
F 3 a* 

{*>J. Rcr. ffi. I7V )S'. 
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3* the apoftle tells us, " The gift of God is eternal 
u life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord (a)" Come 
then and buy f u e. make thefe bleffings your own, 
by receiving them ; but come with an empty hand, 
under a humble fenfe of your own unworthinefs ; 
"** for God giveth grace to the hurable. He fillcth 
u the hungry with good things, while the rich he 
•' fends empty away." 

3. And Laftly, Our partaking of Chrift, and o£ the 
bleffed fruits of his purchafe, is exprefled by eating ; 
— Come, buy and eat. 

As that which we eat is ftill more our own than 
that which we only buy,' we are here invited to come, 
and make thefe fpiritual bleffings ftill more our own, 
by feeding and feafting upon them, for the nourifh- 
jnent and comfort of our fpiritual Iife. 

Come then, ye that are hungering and thirfting 
. for Chrift, and communion with him ; come and feaft 
vpon the whole purchfrfe of his blood,. in the folemn 
ordinance which we are> foon to celebrate. Feed upon 
1 Jiis love, in purchafing thofe precious bleffings at fa 
dear a rate*, a love, that many waters could not 
quench i a love like coals of fire ; the moft ardent, 
the moft extenfive, the moft aftive k>ve* love, in a 
word, that pafleth all underftanding. Behold, what 
manner of love is this ? It infinitely tranfcends our 
litmoft conceptions ; nay* it will employ the cverlafU 
ing admiration of angels, and faints in glory. But 
again, come and feaft alfo upon the fruits, the blefled 
and glorious fruits of this love. — But what are thefe ? 
the pardon and forgivehefs Of fin ; the privile|;e8 of 
Godfs adopted children ; peace andtranquilhty of 
confcience, comrrtunion and fellowfhip with God, or 
the blefled earnefts and foretaftes of happinefs and glo- 
Ty. u Ho," then, u every one of you that thirfteth^ 
u comc to thefe waters •, and he that hath no money, 
u come, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and 
? milk, without money and without price." 

SER- 
(*J RopuVi. %y 
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THE NATURE AND PLEASURES OF DEVOTION* 



PsALM lxv. 4. 

Bleffed is the man whom thou choofe/t 9 atid caufejl io ap- 
prof.ch tcTthee, that he m%} dwell in thy courts. 

AMONG the various pleafures of a religious lifc^ 
there are none greater, or more delightful ro 
the Chriftian, than thofe which he enjoys in hie 
approaches to God. As he is altogether lovely ia 
jumfelf, and the centre of their reft and happinefs, 
they cannot but rejoice in his prefence, and be happy 
in divine communion. There is fomethihg in the 
very nature of devotipn that exalts the mind, that 
raifes the affeftions above this world, and that fills the 
foul with compofure and joy. But when our religi- 
ous worihip is performed in pubiic j when we pffer 
up uhited prayers and praifes with the people of God, 
and join with them in the facred inftitutions of the 
fan&uary, this is a fource of peculiar fatisfa&ion 
to every dcvout worfhipper. A liv.ely fenfe of this, 
xnade the authorof tmVpfalm fo often long for the 
houfe of his God, and fo paflionately deflre to appeaf 
before him. He Ijad fo often experieuced the pre* 
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fence of God in his temple, and was fo often fatif- 
fied with the goodnefs of his houfe, that there was 
nothing he more earneftly defired than to dwell in 
the courts of the Lord, and enjoy the pleafures of 
the fan&uary. This was the one thing he refolved 
to feek after ; for this his foul breathed with the ut- 
moft vehemence 5 his flefti thirfted, yea, even faint- 
ed, for the courts of the living God. The fame 
comfortable experience of the loving-kindnefs of God 
in his temple, made this holy man fo often extol the 
bleffednefs of thofe who had frequent opportunities 
of approaching the tabernacle, and attending the fo- 
lemn worfhip. " Bleffed are they," fays he, " that 
4 * dwell in thy houle, they will be ftill praifing thee. 
u Bleffed is the man whom thou choofeft, and caufeljt 
,c to approach unto thec, that he may dwell in thy 
c< courts." In the opinion of fome, thefe words 
were fpoken by the Pfalmift, of thofe Priefts and Le- 
vhes, whofe employment it was to abi(\e near the ta- 
bernacle, and attend the temple fervice. " Others 
make them expreffive of the lfraelites at large, who, 
from their local fituation, had frequent opportunity 
bf being- prefent at the public worfliip : Either of 
thefe, indeed, may be called dwelling in the courts bf 
the Lord. But we choofe to take the words in the 
latter fenfe, as extending to every man of Ifrael, and 
intimating to us the great happinefs of thofe whom 
God brings near to himfelf in the worfhip of his 
temple, The general obfervation, then, which wc 
have to illuftrate from thefe words, is, that approach- 
ing to God in the duties of his worfhip is attended 
with great pleafure and advantage to the fouJ. 

In illuftrating this obfervation, we propofe, Firfi y To 
defcribe the nature of that approach to God, which 
is a proof of the divine choice and favour : Secondlj^ 
To reprefent the bleffednefs of fuch an approach; or 
fhow you, that drawing nigh to God in the duties of 
his worfhip is attended with great pleafure and adran*- 
tage to the foul 1. And, Tkirdlyy Conclude withdire£b- 
ing /ou to fome fuitable improvemeut- of thefubjeA. 
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I. "We are to defcribe the nature of that approach 
to God, which is a fruit of the divine choice and fa- 
vour. . 

When we are faid to approach to God, our ap* 
proach cannot refpeft his eflential prefence, which is 
equally alike in all places. God is necefTarily near to 
all his creatures, he is intimately prefent with every 
one of us ; for in him, as the apoftle exprcfTes it, we 
live and move, and have our being. In this fenfe^ 
theTefore, we cannot be faid to draw near to God, as 
v^e are always 111 his prefence, and cannot withdraw 
from his Spirit. But the expreffion, approaching to 
God, plainly refpe&s his gracious prefence, which is 
difcovered in the bleffings and benefits it beftows on 
mankind. In fome fenfe, indeed, the gracious pre- 
fence of God, as well as his eflential prefence, is 
common to all ; " for he makes his fun to rife on the 
" evil and on tjie good, and fendeth rain on the juft 
" and on the unjuft." But it is in a peculiar manner af- 
forded to a few, even to fincere and good men, by the 
prote£tion, affiftance, and confolatioh it communicates 
to them. In this fenfe, God is faid, in fcripture, to 
dwell in the hearts of the righteous, and with thera 
that are of a humble and contrite fpirit \ and his peo- 
ple may be faid to draw near to him, when they in- 
wardly adore and exalt him ; when they admire and 
blefs his glorious name % when their minds are pof- 
fefled with awful and delightful thoughts of his per- 
feclions ; in a word, when they exercife the various 
graces and virtues of the divine life, by which an in- 
tercourfe is maintained between God and the foul. 
This is the approaching to God mentioned in the 
text_; the pecuJiar privilege of thofe pious and de- 
vout fouls, who are chofcn to this bleffing, and by 
divine grace made partakers of "it. But, more parti* 
cularly, 

1. We may be faid to approach God in the duties 
of his worfhip,.when we contemplate the divine per* 
fe&ions and providence, with the firm belief of their 
glco-y and cxcellence. Faith is the ka&uv^ v\tV\x^ ^i 
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tbc Chriftian life, abfolutely eflential in every ap- 
pxoach to God, and indeed the very foundation of 
religion in the heart. " Without faith," f ;ys jji« 
epoftle to the Hebrews, " it is impoffible to pleafe 
u him ; for he that cometh to God, muft believe tha.t 
u he is, and that he is a rewarder of them tfiat dili- 
u gently feek him (a)" By the exercife of this hea- 
venly grace, Chriftians raife their affecHons above this 
world, and converfe with things unfeen ancieternal: 
they fee him who is invifible to the eye of fenfe, and, 
in contemplating his glorious perfeclions, they ob- 
tain fome degree of refemblance to them in their own 
hearts ; " beholding, as in a glafs, the glory of the 
u Lord, they are changed into the fame image, from 
u glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." Faith 
repreients him to the Chriftian in the moft awful, 
and at thc fame time in the moft amiable anden- 
jpging Hght, not as polTefled of almighty power and 
fupreme dominion alone, but of infinite wifdom and 
perfecl: goodnefs; not only as righteous in all his 
ways, and holy in all his works, but as abundant in 
mercy, of tender compaffion, and ready to forgive ; 
as a Spirit, who will be wor&ipped in fpirit and in 
truth$ as a lover of mankind, but a greater lover o£ 
holinefs : And under fuch views as thefe of the glory 
of God, the Chriftian inwardly adores him, and pays 
him that homage which is due to his infinite Majefty. 
Faith enables him Jto furvey the difcoveries he has 
made of himfelf in his works, with admiration and de- 
light. Even thofe difpenfations of Providence, which 
feem to us dark and intricate, and on fome occafions 
inconfiftent with infinite wifdom and perfedt good- 
fiefs, appear to the eye of faith to be condu£ted in 
the beft and wifeft manner„ Amidft all the uncer- 
tainty and feeming imperfedtion in which he is 111- 
volved, the Chriftian confiders the fecret hand of God 
39 guiding the affairs of this worhi ; and he, reits fa- 
tisfied, that juftice and judgment are the habitation of 
his throne, and that mercy and truth go before his. 

facq». 
(a). H<k. il. 6. 
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facc. But efpecially we draw near to God, when, by 

faith, we View the method of our falvation through 

Jefus Chrift ; that wonderful difpenfation of divine 

grace to finners, in which mercy and truth are met 

together, righteoufnefs and peace have embraced each 

other. It is here the Chriftian has the fweeteft and 

moft intimate accefs to God 5 he approaches under 

the (helter of a divine Mediator, and lifts up his eyes* 

with humble confidence, to his God, and his Saviour* 

2. We draw near to God in N the duties of his wor- 

fhip, when we cultivate in our minds a fupreme and 

prevailing love fnr him. This, indeed, is the natu- 

ral confequence of >a fteady faith in the glory and ex- 

cellence of his perfec~Hons ; for love reigns and at- 

tratts the foul to God, when true faith influences thc 

heart, and a fenfe of the divine glory pofiefles the 

mind. On this account, when the apoftle Peter is 

celebrating that fervent love which the firft Chfift* 

ians borc 10 Chrift, he fpeaks of it as kindled m 

their breafts by faith ; " whom having not feen yc 

" love, in whom, though"*now,ye fee him not, yct 

" believffig % yc rejoice, with joy unfpeakable." Love 

is the very eflence and perfe&ion of religious wor* 

(hip ; it brings the foul near to God ; and, in prO- 

portion as our love isgreat, our devotton is more in-* 

tenfe. If we are ftrangers to this heavenly afFe&ion, 

we will think ourfelves happy at a diftance from him, 

and perhaps happieft when leaft difturbed by the 

thoughts of his prefence. But it is far otherwife 

with devout and ferious Chriftians. They never think 

themfelves too near *, for they feel in their hearts that 

love, which is the moft intimate, as well as the fweet- 

eft bond of the fouPs communion with God. The {aintt 

of GQd cannot ceafe to love him : the beauty and ex- 

cellence of his nature, and the obligations whicK 

they owe, are circumftances which excite their high- 

cft afleAion and regard. We love him, fays the 

apoftle, becaufe he firft love.d ws. Love is a no.ble 

and divine grace, the great fource of happinefs. in ouj 

, cooununion with Cod on carth, and the «ffeti\\*\ «&& 

n\^«* 
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vigorous principle of immortal lifc. It entcrs into 
the happinefs within the vail ; and is the very element 
in which the faints in heaven live, and move, and 
have their being : for God is love, and he that dwel- 
leth in love, d -vellcth in God, and God in him. 
% 3. We draw ncar to God in the duties of his wor- 
fliip, when we earneftly defire an intereft in his fa- 
vour, and intimate communion with him. This is 
the natural effe& and conftant expreflion of genuine 
love. The Chriftian knows that God alone is an ob- 
je& worthy of his beft affe&ions ; and in him he finds 
every thing requifite for gratifying his moft enlarged 
defires. He fees that his favour, which is better than 
life, can only be the fatisfying portion of an immor- 
tal foul 5 and thereforc he ardently defires an intereft 
in him. His language is, " I intreated thy favour 
cc with my whole heart. Lord, .lift upon me the 
cc light of thy countenance. I defire no greater, no 
€i other reward than this. The men oi this world 
<c may Call the favourites of fortune happy ; the great, 
44 the rich, and the profperous : but may I be ac- 
" cepted of God, and I am fatisfied. This is the fum 
€ * and the ultimate tendency of my wifhes, which I 
" would not exchange for all the fading honours and 
€i perifhing enjoyments of the prefent life^* To thc 
fame purpofe are the devout breathings of the pious 
Pfalmift. " As the hart panteth after the water 
€t brooks, fo panteth my foul aftcr thee, O God : 
€€ My foul thirfteth for God, for the living God 5 
** when fliall I come and appear before Gk>d? O 
€t God, thou art my God ; early will I feek thee : 
« c my foul thirfteth for thee, my flefh longcth for 
cc thee, in a dry and thirfty land where no water 
** 18, to fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have 
cc feen thee iri the fanftuary (a)" Thus the pious 
foul will naturally cxprefs its treathings after God 5 
and this is the very language of true devotion. 

4. We approach to God in the duties of his woi> 
ihipj when we exercife a fpiritual joy and delight in 

him. 

(«) Pfal. 1U1. x, %* 
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him. This is thOFhigheft, and moft exalted inftanc©> 

of the divine life in the foul* To rejoice in God> 

and maintain a fenfe of our intereft in him, is thc 

neareft approach we can makc to God in this world. 

Hence, we find, this has been the exercife of the 

faints in every ag£. The Pfalmift, whofe writings 

every where abound with devotion, is remarkable for 

his joy in God. «■ My foul," fays he, cc fhali make 

* c her boaft in the Lord ; O magnify the Lord with 

* c me, and let us exait his name togcthcr." The 

prophet lfaiah, whofe predi&ions difcover fo much 

of an cvangelical fpirit, declares his refolution to joy 

in God : cc I will gfeatly rejoice in the Lord; my 

cc foul (hall be joyful in my God (a)" And to the fairie 

purpofe the apoftle Paul ; cc We alfo joy in God, 

" through. our Lord Jefus Chrift." The Chriftian 

knaws, that the perfe&ions of God are the propcr 

foundations of his joy ; and he feels an inward com- 

placency, in contemplating the divine chara&er» 

But ftill, it is the fehfe of an intercft in him, which 

givcs him the higheft and moft fatisfying delight : 

this is that which tranfpprts the foul, and makes it 

brcak forth in the language of David, " The Lord. 

11 is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup ; 

11 thou mairitaineft my lot. The lines are fallen to 

" me in pleafarit places ; I have a goodly heritage." 

In a word, this fpiritual delight in God, in the du- 

ticsof his worfhip, bears a near rcfemblance to the 

cmployment of hcaven ; it is a foretafte of future 

happinefe, and the beginning of eternal joy. 

II. We proceed, fecondly t To reprefent the blefled- 
nefs of fuch an approach to God ; or to fhew you, 
that this drawing nigh in thc duties of his worihip> 
» attended with great pleafure and advantage to the 
fouL This will appear, if we confider, 

i. The great and glorious Being to whom we ap- 
proach. God is the fource whence all things are de- 
rived, and the firft caufe of thc majterial and intelh- 
G ^ptx 
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.gent world : He is poffeffqd of evet/ poflible p€rfec- 
• tion, and amiable exceliende ; of cvery thing that can 
rCftgage the «fteem, and attraft the love of his rea- 
fonable and intelligent creatures : a Being who is 
infinitely grcat, indcpcndent of all others •, and who 
has fulnefs of perfe&ion and bleffcdnefs in himfelf. 
This . is that glorious Being whom we worihip, and 
to whom we draw nigh. And muft there not be fome- 
thing extremejy animating to the foul, and affording 
the higheft delight, in the contemplation of his* ex- 
cellence, and incommunion with him ? 

It is delightful ta the pious foul, tQ. contemplate 
the excellency of thc Supreme Being. Truth gives 
cxquifite fatisfaftion to the mind, juit as it is agree- 
able to the eye to bchold the light. But God is the 
unexhaufted fountain, and fourcc of truth ; his na- 
ture comprehends infinite treafures of it. He is all- 
glorious and loyely in himfelf •, and his perfe&ions, 
as well as his works, yield matter for hcavenly con- 
templation : In a word, he contains in himfelf all thc 
amazing fcenes of nature, and rhe more tranfporting 
wonders of the world of grace. The mind, then, 
which contemplates him,muft be employed in the vcry 
beft manner. How delightful muft it be to meditate 
on his perfe£tions, who is light, and in whom thcrc 
is no darkntfs at all ? How pleafant, to contemplate 
that unerring wifdom, that almighty powcr, that in- 
finite goodnefs, that unblemifhed truth, and fpotlefs 
holinefs ; thofe glorious perfeclions which fhineforth 
in all his works, and particularly in the work of . our 
redemption ? This is that beauty of the Lord, for 
the view of which, David defired to dwell in the 
fan&uary, that he might fee his power and his glory, 
and talk of his goodnefs in the midft of his temple. 

It is likewife moft delightfiil, to enjoy communion 

and fellowfliip with God. There is nothing morc 

agreeable in &fe, and nothing which tends more to 

cultivate and ittprove our naturcs, to alkviate, our 

/orrows, and beighten the pleafore of evcry enjoy- 

mcntj thm fhe friendftup a*id converfation of wife 
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and good men. What, then, can be imagined more 
divinely fweet and ravifhing to the pious foul, thau 
the friendfhip of God, and the happy privilege of 
intercourfe and communion with him ? As Tbe pof- 
feffes all beauty and goodncfs in himfelf, as his lov- 
ing-kindnefs is better than life, an^ as he is able to do 
more for us than we can afk or think ; to love him, • 
and have the pleafing fenfe of his love fhed abroad in 
our hearts, muft complete our happinefs. Hence, 
fays the Pfalmift, " Surely it is good for me that l 
" draw near to God :" And again, " How excellent 
" is thyloving-kindnefs, O Lord ! therefore the chfl- 
c< dren of men do put their truft under the fhadow 
cc of thy wings : they fhall be abundantly fatisfied 
"■ with the fatnefs of thy houfe ; and thou fhalt 
" make them drink of the river of thy pleafures (5)/* 
And' to the fame purpofe are ali thofe expreffipns of 
love and mutual complacency betw^en Chrift and 
the Church, which we meet with fo frequently in 
the' fcriptures 5 efpecially in that divine fong, the 
Song of Solomon. Indeed, the communications of 
divine love and favour, are furprifingly delightful 
and ravifhing to the pious foul. Thefe afford fe- 

* xene and fatisfying pleafures, which greatly tran* 
fcend ali earthly and carnal joys; as being infi- 
nitely more pure, fpiritual, and exalted ; and of 

•fuch a -lafting and perfeft nature, that they run 
through the various periods of the Chriftian^s life : 
they fupport him at d^ath, and, at laft, enter with 
him into the joy of his Lord. 

2. The bleffednefs of fuch an approach will furcher 
appear, if we cohfider his gracious promife, That 
he will draw nigh to them who draw nigh to him*. 
This is the conftant language of facred Scripture. 
•• The Lord is nigh," fays the Pfalmift, " unto all 
u thenrt that call upon him ; to all that call upon 
" him in truth (c)" And in the epiftle of James, . 
this is exprefsly promifed 5 " Draw nigh to Gdd, and 
c< he will draw nigh to you." Now, we cannot ima- 

G 2 ^jfcfc 
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f ine that this is a Tnatter of trifling importance. Is 
ir of little or no confequence to us to be in the gra- 
eious prefence of the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and the Author of our mercies ? Surely there is . 
fomething in the very idea of his being near to us, 
that compofes the fpirit, and fills the mind with joy 
*nd confidence. For, let us confider what it is to 
have God thus prefent with us. It- is to have him 
for our effeclual fuppcrt, and never-failing friend ; 
to have his infinite pcrfcdtions engaged in our beLalf 
,in time, and through cternity : it is to have his Pro- 
yidence to protecfc, and blefs, and profper us, in all 
our concerns ; and his Holy Spirit to lead, and 
fan&ify, and comfort us. This prefence of God 
h accompanied with a comfortable experience of his 
goodnefs ; leading us in the ways of peace and fafe- 
ty ; preferving us unfhaken amidft thc various dan- 
gersx>f life ; and cherifhing the principles of good- 
icfs in pur henrts. And, to complete our happinefs, 
ihere refults hence, the joyful and certain profpeQ: 
of a future and endlefs reward, fiiitable to our de- 
fires, and lafting as the days of an immortal fpirit. 
" Happy, furely, is the man, that is in fuch a. cafe 
€i as this ; happy is he whofe God is the Lord : for 
" the Lord God is a fun and fhield; the Lord will 
" give grace and glory ; and no good thing will he 
#< withhold from them that walk uprightly." Wha 
would not then wifh to draw near to God, when he 
has promifcd to drawnear to us, and thus fillus with 
joy and pe?.ce in believing ? 

3. The bleflednefs of approaching to God, might 
be furthcr illuftrated, by a particular confideration. 
of the various tluties of religion in which we draw 
nigh to him ; fuch as prayer, fmging the praifes of 
Gcd, reading, and hearing his holy word, and de- 
vout meditation. This woold lead us into a large, 
though delightful field, We fhall therefore only 
take notice of that duty in which the Chriftian, with 
great.pleafure and advantage, draws nigh to God, and 
which we have the near profpt£t of folemnizing. 
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The Hmits pf this difcourfe will not permit me to 
reprefent to you the many and great advantages whiclv 
accompany the devout performance of this duty. I 
ihall therefore only obferve, that it is of admirable 
fervice, to ftrengthen our faith in the efficacy of 
ChrifVs death, and his willingnefs to accomplifh our 
redemption ; to inflame our love, and awaken in our 
minds a more lively fenfe of our obligations to him ; 
to invigorate our hope, to confirm our good refolu- 
tions, and enable us to fulfil them in all. l\oly obedi- 
ence ; and finally, to fhed abroad in our hearts thofe 
jojs of the Holy Ghoft, which are fo abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to fupport us under aftliftion, to lead us com- 
fortably*through life ; and which give us, at laft, a 
joyful entrance into the everl;t!ting kingdom of God 
our Saviour. Thofe, it muft be confefTed, are great 
and ineftimable bleflings, which, one iliould think, 
would engage us all to a frequent and devout partici- 
pation of this holy ordinance. From our obfervationtr 
on this fubjecT:, we may learn, 

1. That a religious life is of all others the moft 

delightful. The men of this world are apt to be pre- 

judiced againft religion, as if it were a joylefs and 

melancholy thing, of little ufe but to damp the plea- 

fures, and embitter the comforts of life, But how 

unjuft is this prejudice ? There are no pleafures like 

thofe of religion; none which fill the mind with 

more pure and rational joy, or lead to more certaia 

and delightfui confequences. Without religion, there 

is nothing which defcrves the name of pleafure. Irr 

the opinion of the wifeft men of ali ages, the plea- 

fures of fin are.as unfatisfying.in their nature, as they 

are of fhbrt continuance.. Solomon compates them 

to the crackHng of thorns under a pot $ he calls thenx 

I madnefs, and exprefsly fays of them, that they are ail 

vanity and vexation 01 fpiric The pleafures of reli- 

gion, on the other hand, are real and fnbftantial ;, 

they fatisfy the moft enlarged defires of the rational 

&ul; and when every other jpy fhall vanifh, and all the 

jrofge&s o£thU,life corne to a fermination^, thej flballi" 

G 3 " ^ 
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fcc the ftrength and portion of the foul for ever. 
Tafte, and fee, then, that God is good. Make the ex- 
periment; try the pleafures of religion : and then yoir 
will find, " that a day in God's courts, is better tnan , 
u a thoufand elfewhere ; nay, this will put more \ 
4( gladnefs in your hearts, than the wicked have when j 
*' their corn and their wine are increafed." * \ 

2. Let us with gratitude adore the infinite good- ] 
ncfs and condefcenfion of God, in allowing us to draw 
siear to him. How wonderful is it that the Moft 
High God, the Holy One of Ifrael, fhould entertain ^ 
thoughts of mercy for the impure and the unholy ! 
But what manner of love is it ? How infinitely more 
wonderful, that he fliould place his tabernacle among 
men, and caufe them to approach to him ! . Juftly 
xnay we adopt the words of Solomon to exprefs our 
admiration : " But will God indeed dwell upon 

* € earth ? Behold the heaven, even the heaven of 
■' '*•' heavens, cannot contain thee ! O Lord, what is 
<( man, that thou artmindful of him; or the fon of 
4< man, that thou (houldft vifit him ?" 

3. Let us frequently delight in drawing near to 
God. Let us not live in a ftate of alienation from 
him, who is the Author of our bedng, and the Foun- 

r tain of our happinefs ; but draw near in the duties of 
his appointment, and endeavour to maintain conftant 
intercourfe and communion with him. There is na 
other method of enjoying eafe, and comfort, and hap- 
pinefs, even in this world. Do we not, by this 
means, walk with God, and in the light.of his cotm- 
ienance ? Shall we not have more peace in our 
own minds, and more confidence in the mercy of 
<5od ? TLjs is the beginning of the heavenly life, 
a part of the fubftance of things not feen, and a con- 
firmation to the heart that the full happinefs awaits 
us. Let us, then, make religion our principal concern^ 
Jet a fpirit of devotion run through our whole lives* 
and influence every part of ©tfr condudl. Partkular- 
iy, beware of living in the negleQ: of fecret prayer* 
*nd pf famUy religion. JLct us be careful not to alv 
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fent ourfelves from the houfe of God ; and, as often 
as we have an opportunity, let us join in commemo- 
rating the dying love of our blefled Redeemer. 

And if yau would draw nigh to God with accep- 
tance in all the duties of religion, you muft draw 
nigh with fincere and upright hearts. Sincerity is 
that holy incenfe that muft perfume your fpiritual 
facrifkes. So •cfietttially neceffary is fincerity, that, 
.without it, all your proieffions of religion ■ will be to 
no purpofe ; your moft fervent zeal but a folemn 
mockery ; and your moft vigorous obedience an abo- 
mination iii the fight of God. Let us then draw 
nigh to God with true hearts; for he fees not as man 
fees : he tries the reins, and delighteth in upright- 
nefs. 

You muft likewife draw nigh to God, under a decp 
convi&ion of your own unworthinefs, and, at the 
fame time, a lively fenfe of his glory and excellencc. 
Yqu muft have a ferious awe and vcneration of God 
on your fpirits, and you muft come with broken and 
contrite hearts ; for this is a facrifice which God will 
not defpife. 

Finally, you muft draw nigh to God, in tbe prd- 

•vaiiing name of the blcffed and only Mediator ; for he 

is the way, the truth, .and the life ; and no man com- 

cth to the Pather but by him. He has made peace by 

the blood of his crofs ; and now he is offering up the 

praycrs of his faints with certain and never-failing 

fuccef*. u Having, therefore, brethren, boldnefs to 

** xnter. into the holieft, by the blood of Jefus, and 

u having fuch an High-prieft over the houfe of God ; 

*' let U8 draw near with a true heart, in the full affu- 

11 rance of faith, having ourheartsfprinkled from an 

" evil confcience, and our bodies walhed with pure 

" water." Amen. 
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CHRIST THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS. 



Haggai ili 7. 
Andthe Defire of all nations Jhall come. 



THESE words are part of a memorable prophe- 
cy refpe&ing the perfon and coming of thc 
•Meffiah. In the preceding chapter, the prophet had 
reproved the negligence of the Jews in delaying te 
-rebuild the temple of the Lord. " Is it time for you, 
" O ye, to dwell in your ceiled houfes, and thi« 
€S houfe lie wafte ? Now, therefore, thus faith thc 
f . c Lord of Hofts, Confider ydur ways." And when 
they were perfuaded to begin the work, they werc 
difcouraged, from this confideration, that, from thc 
poverty of their nation, it was not to be expefted 
that the fccond temple would equal the fplendor and 
magnificence of the firft. Hence, the old men among 
them, who.had feen the glory .of the former heufe, 
wept at the remembrance of it 5. the minds of.the 
people were dejefted, and their hands ready to hang 
down. Whereforc, to comfort and encourage them, 
the prophet comcs to them in the name of the Lord, 
• ahd tdls them, that, however this temple might fall 
ihort of the former in external pomp and magnifi- 

esftssv 
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cence ; yet this fliould bc more than balanced by the 
prefence of thc Mefliah, a greater glory to it than all 
the riches of Solomon^s temple. 

" For thus faith the Lord of hofts, Yet once, it is. 
" a little while, and I will Ihake theheavens, and the 
" earth, and the fea, and the dry land ; and I will 
" fliake all nations, and the Defire of all nations fhall 
" come, and I will fill this houfe with glory, faith thc 
" Lord of Hofts. The filver and the gold is mine; 
" faith the Lord of Hofts. The glory of this lattcr 
" houfe ihall be greater thari the glory of thc formcr, 
" faith the Lord of Hofts : and in this place will f 
" give peace, faift the Lord of Hofts." 

The folemn and fublime manner in which this pro- 
phecy is delivered, plainly fhews, that fomething of 
verygreat importance is foretoldin.it* Nothing could 
have been more gracious, and, at thc fam,e time, mor^ 
awful and full of majefty. The frequent repetition 
of the glorious title of Lord of Hofts, was, doubtlefs. 
to imprefs their minds with the high importance ox 
what was promifed, and to aflure thcm of its accom- 
pliflnnent. Accordingly, we find there werc great 

| commotions in the world before the coming of the; 

I Mefliah. The arms of Greece over-ran the Perfian. 
crhpire in the ravages of Alexander the Great •, thc 
Roman armies fwajlowed up the divifions of the Gre- 
cian cpnquefts ; afterwards, God gave peace to thc 
nations in the reien of Auguftus Caefar j and then ap- 
peared the Mefiiah, ftyled here the Defire of all na- 
tions j during the continuance of the fecond templc. 
His prefence refle&ed a much greater glory on itthan 
2II thc outward fplendor of that built by Solomon, 
He filled it with the glory of the divine Majefty, thc 
glory as of the only Begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

iiut we are* chiefly to confider the chara£er and 
defcription here given of this eminent perfon, as a, 
proper fubjeft for our medrtation, in the view of 
commemorating his dying love in the holy facrament; 
Hc is ftyled tHe DeGrc oi all nations, thax, i%> \\xe -^^ 
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rious obje£t, whom the people of God, in all nations 
of the world, chiefly defire : a name, indeed, which is 
above every name, and which well becomes the Son 
of God, and Saviour of men. 

In difcourfing on this fubje&, we propofe, through 
divine afliftance, to (hew. you, Firft 9 In what fenfe, 
and under what reftriclions, Chrift may be faiti to be 
the defire of all nations : Sccondly f That this chara&er 
eyer h£s been, ftill is, and ever will be, applicable tb 
him : Thirdfy> That he is altogether worthy to be the 
de(ir£ of all nations : and, Lafily^ Conclude with a 
fuitable application. 

I. Wc are to ihew you in what fenfe, and under 
what reftriftions, Chrift may be faid tb be the defire 
of all nations. And here a few words will be fuffi- 
cient. 

It is evidcnt, at firft view, that this expreffion is 
jiot to be taken in the moft extenfive and unlimited 
Fenfej as importing that Chrift was the defired objeft 
of «11 nations and people in the world, without excep- 
tion. For, though it bc granted that many natiens, 
who have not enjoycd the promifes nor the prcachjng 
of thc gofpel, have yet, from their cqnfctous incapa- 
city of pkafing God, or from vague traditibn, had 
fome expe&ation of a Saviour from heaven to be the 
Foundation of their hopes ; yet many on the face of 
the earth, nekher do, nor can be fuppofed to have 
tlefired him. Others, through ignorance and infi-r 
dclity, defpife and rejeft him, And in all the na- 
tions profeffing Chriftianity, too many are pra&i- 
cal defpifers of Chrift. Heis*not the defire of the 
wicked. The unbelieving and- impenitent give him no 
place intheir hearts ; and their language is, We wiU 
not have this man to reign over us. 

But the expreffion ln thc text is evidently to be 

taken in a limited fenfe. Chrift is the defired objeft 

©f thc cled and pcople of God, difperfed among all 

kindreds, tongues and nations of the workl< Among 

thofc who hcar the g^fpel, lie ia \te fafixt .ouly of 
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thofe who believe in his name, of thofe that are 
chofen, and called, and faithful among the nations : 
thofe only have a favirig knowledge of him, they love 
him, they fee their need of him, they difcern his 
beauty, they efteem him in his offices, his perfon and 
benents. They defire him, not only as a Saviour 
frorn the effe&s of divine wrath, but as a Teacher, a 
Sanftifier, and a King. They defire him in his fpi- 
rit and holinefs, as well as in his juftifying righte- 
oufnefs ; as exalted^by God, a Prince and a Saviour, 
to grant repentance to Ifrael, and remiflion of fin. 

II. We are to fliew that this charafter evcr has 
been, ftill is, and ever will be, applicable to Chrift, 
in the fenfe, and under the reftri&ions now men- 
tioned. 

We propofe to give a fliort illuftration of this fa£t t 
by attending to the three diftinft periods df timc 
which it prefents to us. . 

i. The Lord, Meffiah, or Chrift, has been the de- 
fire of the nations, from the beginning of the world, 
unto this day. 

The proof of this, muft be derived from fo many 
hiftoricai fa£ts contained in the fcriptures of the Old 
and New Teftament, that; we can only fele£t a few 
for your prefent meditation. 

No fooner did mankind fall from their primitive 
ftatfc of innocence and happinefs, than immediately 
a Saviour was promifcd as the foundation of theif 
hope and comfort. A blefled and glorious feed was 
heM forth to our firft parents in that early intimatioa 
of life : " The feed of the woman fliall bruife the 
" head of the ferpent." This was the firft ray ofc 
hope that enlightened the fallen and benighted condi* 
tion of human nature ; and this, no doubt, revived 
their defponding minds, and begat in them an earncft 
defiro of fo grcat and needful a bleffmg. We may 
well fappofe they inftru&ed their children to defire 
the famc promifed mercy, and to truft in hkn for faU 
vation. Accoxdingly wc find ttis vn& tfot?Kx&&*~ 
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cy of AbePs offering ; for this reafon, God had re« 
fpe£fc to it, becaufe of his faith, and his defires to thc 
promifed feed. When Abel was cut off by his bro- 
ther, the family of Seth, that houfehold of faith and 
of worihip, that memorable line of which Chrift waa 
to come, Enoch and the reft of £he patriarchs, lived 
in the hope of the fame promife, and ardently longed 
for its accomplifhment. ' ; 

Noah, the father of the new wofld, rclied on thc 
faithfulnefs of God in his covenant ; and therefore 
he is faid, by the apoftie to the Hebrews, to become 
heir of the righteoufnefs which is by faith. I need 
fcarcely mention to you Abraham, Ifaac,, and Jacob, 
and others of that favoured and rcligious family. As 
their difcoveries concerning Chrift were more clear 
and explicit, fo their faith and defire increafed in pro- 
portion. Thofe holy patriarchs underftood the mer- 
cy promifed, That in their feed all the families of the 
carth (hould be bleffed. They lived on the promife as 
a tree of life ; they rejoiced to fee ChriiVs day ; they 
embraced it afar off, and were glad. Jacob, particu- 
larly, when his death was approaching, fpofce of the 
Meffiah that was to come, and predifted, that to him 
fhould the gathering of the people be. , Remarkable 
words, indeed ; and which, doubtlefs, would confirm 
the faithj and fix the defires of his children on the 
Saviour of the world. 

If we look forward to the times of Mofes, and 
the Jewifh ceconomy, we will find the fame defirc 
and expediation ftill entertained by the people of 
God. For this purpofe, the paffover, and the va- 
rious ceremonies of the Jewifli law, were appoint- 
ed. The tabernacle, the pTiefthood, and the fa- 
crifices, were all figurative of the Meffiah, and de- 
figned to raife in that people a religious defire of 
his appearance. Mofcs, it is certain, forefaw tbe 
day of Chrift, and earneftly defired it. According- 
ly, heTpeaks of him as a Prophet whom God woufd 
raife^up among his brethren. Through faith he kept 
the patibvcr, and the fprinkling of blood ; and e- 
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tecmed the reproach of Chrift greater riches than the 
reafures of Egypt. 

In the days of David and the fucceeding prophets* 

wre find the Meffiah ftill more and more the defire of 

the nations. Your time would fail me to mention 

the various proofs of this important fatt. The pfalms 

of David, in particular, abound in divine breathings 

after the expcfted Saviour. And, with regard to the 

prophets, the apoftle Peter tells us, " that they in*. 

" quired diligently, fearching what, or what manner 

" of time, the Spirit of Chrift which was in them 

<c did "fignify, when it teftified beforehand the fuf- 

,c ferings of Chrift, and the glory that ihould fol* 

<c low (<*)." And we have no reafon to doubt, that, 

during the period from the reign of David to the 

appearance of Chrift, the inteiligent worftiippers 

among the Jews, ferved the Godof their fathers, ia 

hope of a Saviour to be afterwards revealed. 

When our Lord a&ually appeared in the flefh, there 
was a vaft expeftation and defire of his coming in the 
Jcwifli nation. This is abundantly evident from the 
fong of Zacharias, the infpired rapture of aged Si- 
meon, the words of Anna, the queftion which the 
Priefts and Levites put to John the Baptift, and from 
thc converfation 01 our Saviour with the woman of 
Samaria. It even appears, that the coming of the 
MeiSah was the common talk and wifh of that peo- 
pk ; for the eagernefs with which they followed any 
pcrfon who aflumed the charafter, is a fufiicient 
propf of this expe&ation. 

r fhus, from the beginning of the world, to the 
coming of the Mefliah, through all the intervening 
times of the patriarchs ahd prophets, and after the 
ccafing bf the fpirit of prophecy in the Jewifli church> 
Chrift was the defire of that people and nation. 

It only remains ta be added, under this particular, 

tkat Chrift has been the profefled defire of all Chri- 

fiian nations, from his afcenfion to the prefent times ; 

a Qd that fincere belicvers, in eveiry iage and nation, 

H \^ic 

W ' PfC. 1, xo, xz. 
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have embraced him, as all their falvation and all th< 
defire. The love which he difcovered in his incarr 
tion, his death, and his atoncment, have- pointed hi 
out as the objecfc oi their beft affeftions. His reft 
reclion from the dead, and his afcenfion intoheave 
have been the foundation of their faith ; and tl 
promife that he will come again in the glory of h 
I^ather to raife the dead, and be for.ever magnified 
them that believe, has kept alive their expe£tatic 
nd warmeft regard. 

2. Chrift is ftill the defire of the Chriftian nation 
Would to God this could be faid literally, and i 
fatfl, of all the nations dwelling ori the face of rt 
carth. But many of thofe have never heard of tli 
name by which alone men can be favcd. Others wh 
liave heard of him continue in unbelief, and ftill rt 
tain their chofen idolatries. The delufions of Mahc 
tnet overfpreads a confiderable portion of the hab 
table world ; and the Jews, in their ftate of difpei 
fion, remain obftinate againft all poffible means c 
convi&ion. 

But, notwithftanding the infidelity of Heatheni 
Mahometans, and Jews, many natioris have embrace 
the Chriftian religiorr; and of thefe a great multitudc 
which no man can number, have made Chrift thei 
falvation and defire. The diftinguifhing goqdnefs c 
God is manifeft, in fending the light of thVgofpel t 
this remote and diftant cor/ier of the earth. We en 
joy the ofiers of grace and mercy, while many ar 
fitting in the region of darknefs, and under the (ha 
dow of death. And though \ve be fadly degenerate 
from the piety and zeal of our fathers-, yet, blefic 
be God, there is ftill a remnant among us, and, 
would hope, a very confiderable number, to whot 
Chrift is precious. Ia the redeemed and faithful s 
thisoay, is in part fulfilled (and wetruft it will b 
more and more fuLfilled) the prophecy. in the tekl 
and- other propheciesf in .fcripture* which fpeak c 
Chrift as.x.-blefnn? to the nwtionS, a light to the ? Gen 
iile worhl, and falvation toAe ends of the earth. 
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3. Chrift will be the defire of the nations to the 

end of the world. The importance of the gofpel to> 

mankind, together with the promifes in facred fcrip- 

ture, are proofs of its continuance and increafe. Wc 

look for happier rimcs, when the blefled Redeemer 

iliall be more the dcfire of the nations than he has yet 

bcen. " The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 

> " muftard feed, which a man took and fowed in a 

' " field ; which, indeed; is the leaft of all feeds ; but r 

" whcn it is grown, it is the greatcft among herbs, 

" and becometh a trce : fo that the birds ot the air 

" come and lodge in the branche3 thereof." We 

look for a happy and glorious day, when the .gofpel 

ihall be fent to the nations and ifles afar ofF, which 

have not heard of Chrift'3 fame, nor feen his glory V 

whcn the earth fliall be full of the knowledge of the 

Lord, and all the families of it fiiall call him bleflcd. 

Wc look for a wonderf ul effufion of the Spirit of 

ligbt and grace from on high, and a glorious enlarge~ 

roent of the Church of Chrift. We look, in a word,- 

for the fall of Antichrift, for the converfion of the. 

Jcws, with the fulnefs of the Gentiles ; when the 

kingdoms of this world fliall become the kingdoms of 

our Lord, • and of his Chrift, and he fhall reign for 

cver and ever. 

We are ahogether ignorant at what period of time 
this glorious ftate of things (hall bc accompliflied. 
An obfcure vail is drawn over the times and the fea- 
fons, which the Eather hath kept in his own power. 
But the evidence' by which this facl: is fupported, 
arifing from the gradual progrefs of Chriftianity in 
the hearts of men, and over the w.orld, and the ex- 
prefs declarations of Jacred writ iir behalf of the glo- 
*7 of , the latter days, are fufficient to convince us> 
that the Saviour of the world will be more and more- 
the defire of men, even to the confummation of all 1 
tl-lngs. 

HI. We are to fhew, that Chrift is altogether wor— ' 
tty to be the delirc of all nations. 

H 2 i^V\*> 
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i. This chara&er, the defire of all nations, i 
due to the Meffiah, or Chrift, from the infinite ei 
cellence of his nature. 

In every inftance, it is becoming in the huma: 
eharadler, to defire the affeclion of the bcnevolent an 
the worthy. But the moft benevolent and worthy c 
the human race have a limited fphere of a£Uon, an< 
of confequence, a Hmittd efteem. No man, eith< 
from the dignity of his chara&er, .pr the real value < 
his a&ions, is entitlcd to be univerfally the objeft < 
defire and admiration. It requires fomething vaftl 
fuperior to any merit with which we are acquainte< 
to give a re^fonable claim to this exalted diftin&ioi 
This merit our Saviout poflefies in the original pe 
fe£Hon of his- nature, as the eternal and only bego 
ten Son of God, the brightnefs of the Father's gl< 
ry, and the exprefs image of his perfon. We ca 
form no idea of power, or wifdom, or goodnefs, e: 
ifting in the Supreme Mind, which, .in fcripture, 
not alfo afcribed to the Saviour of men. In the b 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with Goi 
and the Word was God. The fame was in the begii 
ning with God. All things were made by him ; ar 
without him, was not any thing made that was mai 

This excellency of our Redeemer is perfe&ly e: 
clufive of every oppofite quality. Every chara&erc 
earth is ftained with imperfeftion. Even the be 
and moft improved faints, amidft all the virtues th 
adorn them, are yet in many things weak and irregi 
lar. But the excellencies of Chrift are piire and iii 
mixed. He did no firi, neither was guile found 
his Hps. He was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and f 
parated frorrv finners. His nature was without ar 
mixture of imperfeclion ; his chara&er without bl 
rnifh ; and all his a&ions godlike and divine. Vie 
him in what light you pleafe, confider him in yoi 
moft ferious thoughts, and you will find him altog 
ther worthy to be the defire of all men. Whatev 
excellence is difcernible among created beings, i$ i 
be found in him in an infinitely mote perfett degre 
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When we look abroad among the creatures of God, 
and figure to our imagination thofe which are not 
fcen, we can conceive ftrength in one, beauty in an- 
other, faithfuinefs in a third* and wifdom in a fourth :- 
but in Je"fus Chrift all thofe excellencies are unitcd ; 
" for it pleafed the Father," fays tfie apoftle to the 
Coloffians, " that in him (hould all fulnefs dweJL^ 
In a word, he has every excellence in the higheft de- 
gree ; almighty power, unerring wifdom, infinite 
goodnefs, unbletnifhed truth, and fpotlefs holinefs ; 
evcry thing, indeed, capable of exciting the defire of 
an intelligent being : for in him, fays the apoftle, , 
dwell all the tceafures of wifdom anc} knowledge. 
He infinitely tranfcends the highcft created being in 
the independent exceilence of his nature> Others* 
derive their excellencies from him as ftreams from a 
fountain ; but he is the fource and fpring whence- 
they flow. The glories' of Chrift are perfeclly ade>- 
quate tcr the moft enlarged defires of the foul : and,. 
to add no other circumftances from the excellencies 
of his nature which (hould make him be defired of 
men, the beauty of all other things fades away, but 
the lovelinefs of Chrift endures to eternity: " Jefus 
w Chrift, the fame yefterday, to- day, and for cver." " 
Never, . indeed, was there fuch fhining- piety,' never 
fuch glorious virtue, never fuch miraculous goodnefs, . 
ncver fueh unfeigned humility, never fuch invincible 
patience, and, to fay all in one word, never fo much 
of heaven on earth, never fo much of God in man, as • 
thcre was in the temper an<l character of Jefus • 
Chrift : " He is fairer than the children of men ; . 
" grace is poured into his lips ; for God, his God, 
" has anointed him with the oil of gladnefs above • 
" his fellows." This Being, iiifinitely exalted in his 
nature. and perfe&ions, is worthy of the defire of all *' 
aations. 

2. This chara&er, the defire of all hations, is due • 
to Chrift, from his qualifications as'Mediatorbetween 
God and inan. As he came into the world to fuf- 
^ia the chara&er, and fulfil the work of Mediator*, 
H 3: ^ 
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fo he was ln all refpefts well qualified to fulfil it. 
<c Who is this," fays the prophet, " that cometh 
* iC from Edom, with dyed garments fromBozrah? 
iC This, that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in 
cc the grcatnefs of his ftrength ? I that fpeak ia 
cc righteoufnefs, mighty to fave." And the Apoftle 
to the Hebrews draws this important inference from 
his reafoning ; " wherefore he is able to fave them 
" to the uttermoft that come to God by him(a)." The 
myfterious mnion of the divine with the human na- 
ture, fitted him in an admirable manner for the woik 
nf redemption. As he was God, he was able to of- 
fer up a perfecl: facrifice, atid to redecm the Ch.urchby 
his blood. His divine nature fupported him underhis 
fuffering&, and enabled him to coiiquer principalities 
and powers, and nail them to his crofs. By his hum- 
bling himfelf to become man, he was capable of 
yielding obedience to his Father's will. In* a word, 
the holinefs and purity of his chara&er, the full 
commiffion he received from God, ?.nd the perfeft 
unclion of the Spirit, that oil of gladnefs, where- 
wkh he was anointed above his fellows, confpired to 
qualify him for accomplifhing our falvation. And as 
he was able, fo was ne willing to undertake and ac- 
compliih it. No fooner was the redemption of fal- 
len mankind propofed in the councils of the Everlaft- 
ing, than he faid, cc Lo, I corrie, in the volume of 
41 the book it is written qf me ; I delight to do thy 
* c will, O my God." Here, then, we have a tioble 
and engaging defcription of our Saviour ; a Mediator 
come into the world, a Mediator perfeflly qualified 
for his work, pofTefled of every divine exceHence, 
and yet condefcending to appear in our riature. 

3. This charafter is due to Chrift, from his offices 
as Mediator. As the appointecr Mediator between 
God and man, he was invefted with various officesj 
fuited to the difFerent wants of finners. He is a 
Prdphet, to difpel their ignorance ; a Prieft, to remove 
their guilt, and to procure their falvation j and a 

Kfagi 
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o fubdue their enmity, and, by his power, to 
ne the enemies of thdr fouls. In each of 
varaclers, he is infinitely worthy to bc the de- 
tll nations. 

As a Prophet, on account of that divine revela- 
iich he has publiihed to the world. Before 
earance of our Saviour, the nations of men 
ting in darknefs, and in the (hadow of death. 
of ignorance overfpread the Gentiles ; their 
andings were darkened; they wandered in 
perftition, and in.moft abominable idolatry. 
ws themfelves, although the chofen people of 
nd favoured with a difcovery of his will, had 
corrupted their religion, and almdft loft the 
dge of it, amidft unwritten traditions. In 
jenerated, and benighted ftate of -the nations, 
ffiah appeared as the light of the Vorld ; a 
enlighten the Gentiles, «and the glory of his 
Ifrael. " He came," as the prophe^ eiprefles 
> deftroy the face of the covering caft over all 
le,' and the vail that was fpread upon the na- 
;." He appeared as the great Apoftle of our 
on, and Angel of the covenant ; the Mefliah, 
lointed of the Lord, whom the Father employ- 
revealing his mind to the world. This, hc 
informs us, was the defign of his miflion : 
S|)irit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he has 
nted me to preach the gofpel to the poor ; to 
up the broken-hearted ; to proclaim liberty 
te captives ; recovering of fight to the blind ; 
to prcach the acceptable year of the Lord (a)" 
difcourfes to the multitudes, and to his dif- 
breathed the wifdom of a divine fpirit. Hc 
lankind acquainted with the whole counfel of 
Dncerning their falvation ; he confirmed his 
e by the moft unqueftionable miraclcs*; he 
d his precepts by the moft powerful motives ; 
at nothing might be wanting toteach mentheir 
ind encourage them to the praftice, he gaye- 

(*) Lukc iv. X?, l$+ 
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us, iri his own life, a moft perfefl: and amiable ex- 
ample of all that he required of us. In what an af- 
feftionate and engaging manner did he inftruft and 
perfuade ? He fpoke with the majefty and authority 
of a God, and yet with the condefcenfion and gentle- 
nefs of a man. He fo charmed his audience with the 
heavenly ftrains of his do&rine, that all bore him 
witnefs, and wondered at the gracious words wWch 
proceeded dut of his mouth. Even the officers who 
were commiffioned to apprehend him, were obliged 
to confefs, that never man fpake like this man. 
How tcnderly did he expoftulate with finners ? How 
earneftly did he invite the weary and heavy laden to 
come to him ? And with what wifdom and meek- 
nefs did he bear with the infirmities of his own dif- 
ciples ? The bruifed reed he did not break, the 
fmoaking flax he did not quench, till he fent forth 
judgment unto viftory. The excellency of his cha- 
ra&er, and the value of his inftru&ions as aprophet, 
arc fuch, that the Chriftian who has the moft exten- . 
five fenfe of his duty, and the greateft love for holh- 
nefs, can find nothing wanting in his precepts, and 
nothing more amiable than his life. A characler fo 
perfeft, could it have exifted in any other inftance, 
-would have deferved the love and admiration of the 
human race. But when we confider, that this ex- 
ample, and thofe inftruflions, wtre for thebenefit 
of mankind, what forbids every individual of marh- 
kind to regard this Prophet as the objeft of his con- 
ftant defire. Let us add, that the office of a prophet, 
is not confined to the moral inftru&ions which he was 
pleafed to communicate, as the rule of our conducl:. 
He has revealed, in the moft unequivocal terms, great 
and important facls refpefling the future deftination 
of man. He has brought life and immortality to 
light by the gofpel, and given us the knowledge af 
falvation, through the remiflion of fin. Defirable 
to the weary traveller, is the firft light of the morn- 
ing. Welcome is the natural fun which gilds thc ' 
. carth wkh his rays, which cheers us with his influ- 
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cnces, and guides us in our journeyings and labours. 
But incomparably more defirable is that Day-fpring^ 
from on high, which has vifitcd us; that Sun of 
. rightcoufnefs which is rifen with healing in his wings, 
to give light to- them who fit in darknefs and in the 
fhadow of death, and to guide their feet into the 
ways of everlafting peace. 

(2.) As a Prieft, he is worthy to be the defire of all 
nations. In this characlrer he is v reprcfented, in the 
facred fcriptures. He is compared by the apoftlc 
Paul, to the high-prieft under the Jewiih difpenfation, 
who entered into the holy place with the blood of 
the facrifice, and made atonement for the fins of 
rhe people. But in many refpe&s, the priefthood of 
Chrift was infinitely fupcrior. The high-prieft un- 
der the law, was himfelf but a finful msm 5 and theTC- 
fore, needed tb offer for his own fins as well as for 
the fins of others. But Chrift was holy, harmlefs, 
and undefiled, and _feparate from finners. Though 
he had made his foul an ofFering for fin, yet he had 
done no iniquity; neither was guile found in his 
mouth. The Jewiih high-priefts were mortal, and 
continued not, by reafon of death ; but this man, 
becaufe he continueth ever, hath an unchangeablc 
priefthood. The priefts under the law, offered only 
the blood of flain beafts, which could not poflibly 
take away fin. But our great High-prieft offered up 
himfelf, his own precious blood, as a facrifice and 
atonement for the fins of the world. Not by the 
blood of goats and calves, fays the apoftle to the 
Hebrews, but by his own blood, he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for us. How lovely, then, is Jefus, as a Prieft? 
infinitely more excellent than all the family of Aaron : 
But efpecially when the believer views him by faith 
as fuffering upon the crofs, enduring the wrath o£ 
God, and neverquitting his flation, till juftice was 
fully fatisfied, and he was able to cry out with the 
voice of triumph, It is fini(hed. Confidered in thi» 
light, is he not worthy to be the dtfvit ol \5afc xa^ 
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tions ? And is he not ftill a lovely High-prieft, now 
that he is pafled into the heavens, and appears in the 
prefence of God for us ? 

(3.) As a King, on account of his gift of the Spirit, 
and the government which he exercifes over the 
world and the church. The nations of men are not 
only involved in guilt, but.deeply polluted by fin. 
This is the account the fcripture every where gives 
us of o.ur deplorable condition. And, indeed, we 
need only confult the hiftory of mankind in former 
ages, or attend to our ow"n obfervation and experi- 
ence, to be convinced of it. Now, in this corrupt 
ftate of man, wnen the nations were at enmity with 
God, and, confequently, incapable of eternal life, 
the divine Redeemer appeared, and made effeftual 
provifion for ojur being fanftified and reconciled to 
God. He purchafed, and fent the Holy Spirit, as a 
fouhtain bpched to all nations, for. fin, and for un- 
cleannefs : f< He was made a curfe for us, that we 
ff might receive the promife of the Spirit through 
* f faith (£)." And what an invaluable blefling is this 
to mankind? Nothing, indeed, can bc of greatct 
confequence to us, in our prefent ftate of depravity 
and guilt. How infinitely worthy, then, is He to bc 
ther defire of all nations, who gave himfelf for us, 
that he might thus redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works ; who, for our fakes, fpoiled principalities and 
powers, and, making a fhow of them openly, triumph- 
ed Over them on his crofs j who, in fine, conquered 
death and the grave, and rendered the viclory fo ex- 
tcnfive, that every believer may triumph over theirj 
in the words of the apoftle ; " O Death, whcre u 
<c thy fting? O Grave, where is thy viftory ? Thanks 
u be to God, who giveth us the victory through oui 
" Lord Jefus Chrift." 

It now remains to make fome praclical improve- 
ment of what has been faid. And, 

r 
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i. Is Chrift the defire of all nations ? Hence, we 
may learn, that he is the true and promifed Meffiah. 
Was it foretold concerning the Meifiah, that to him 
ihould the Gentiles feek ; that the gathering of the 
people fhould be to him ; and that nations which 
knew him not, fhould be blefled with the knowledge 
of him ? All this was remarkably accomplifhed in 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who is eminently the deiire 
of the nations. This is he that fhould come ; and 
the nations look forno other. 

2. How incomparably happy muft that nation be, 
which enjoys Chrift in the power anA purity of gof- 
pcl ordinances ? If Chrift, reprefented under a vail 
cf legal ceremonies* made Canaan the glorious land, 
as we find it is called once and again, by way of di- 
ftinftion (d) ; what a glorious place muft that coun- 
tTjr be, the inhabitants of which behold him, as it 
werc, unvailed in the brightnefs of the gofpel ? O 
that we knew our happinefs, and the day of our mer- 
ciful vifitation ; for, what many prophets and faiiits of 
old defired to fee and hear, we enjoy. Let us there- . 
fore be thankful for our privileges, and careful to 
improve them ; left the ^ofpel, by the righteous judg- 
wentof God, be taken away, and our abufed fea- 
fons of grace be brought to a fpeedy termination. 

3. How vile and provoking a fin muft it be in any 
nation, upon whom the light of the gofpel fhines, to 
rcjeft Jefus Chrift, and, in effedfc, to fay with thofe 
in the book of Job, " Depart from us, we defire not 
" the knowledge of thy ways i" How bafe and un- 
gfateful to difregard his worfhip, to defpife his mef- 
fengers, and declare, by our aftions, that " we will 
u not have this man to relgn over us !" In the 
primitive days of Chriftianity, this was the condu£t 
°f the Jews. They put away Chrift from among 
Acm, and, by that means, judged themfelves unwor- 
% of eternal life. But, how foon did vengeance 
°vertake them ! Let us beware, left, by our unbe- 
licfandcontcmpt of the gofpel, we, in like manner, 
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provoke ihe Lord to depart from us, and eve 
make us defolate ; a land not inhabited : And 
wo, will be to us indeed, if the Lord depart 
us. 

4. What reafoH have we to pity and Iament 
blindnefs and mifery of the Jews, and other nat 
in their obftinate infidelity ? The Jews are the 
inexcufable of ali the unbelieving nations ; and 
has remarkably punifhed them above all people, 
long continued, and general difperfion among 
kingdoms of the earth : So that they are, as it \ 
fet up a fpe&acle to the nations ; a ftanding m 
ment of the terrible judgment of God. 

And now, to, conclude, let us therefore, wit 
wavering, hold faft the profeflion of our faith : 
may the God of all grace, grant that we may c 
nue grounded, and fettled in it, that when Cl 
the defire of the nations, fhall appear, we may 
-confidence, and not be afhamed at his coming. 
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it pleafcd the Father, that m him Jhould alt futnefi 
dwclh 



*HE apoftle, from the mth yerfe of thjs chap* 
ter, having mentioncd feveral of thc grcat 
glorious privilegcs we' enjoy by thc gofpel, ia 
icth verfe, and downwards, gives a fublime 
acter and defcription of the blefled Redeemer» 
rhom they were procured. 

deferves your particular attention, that this a- 
c, in many of his epiftles, when he is infifting 
tus fubjecl, finds his foul under fuch a conftrain- 
power of divine love, that hc delights to dwell 
be heavenly theme: his heart is enlarged in the 
praifes of his Redeemer \ and a$ we takc plea* 
in fpeaking of thofe whom we lovc and efteem, 
is impoffible for him to fupprefs or conceal thc 
tions of his love, while defcdbing the beauty and 
Uence of its object. Here you may obferve^ 
ipoftle labours, as it were, under the wcight o£. 
ubjecX The expreffions he makes ufe of, arer 
1 and ftrong. He feems, however, to be fenfi- 
that they comc iuBnitelj fliort of ths Aigidvj ot 
I 1&% 
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the perfon whom he attempts to defcribe. He calh 
him the image of the invifible God ; the firft-bon 
of every creature, by whom all things were crcated 
that are in heaven and in cacth, vifible. and invifible 
and therefofe, he is before all things, and by him al 
xhings confift. 

And having thus defcribed our Redeemer as equal 
to the Father, he next ihews what he is as Media 
tor. He is the Head of his myftical body, the Church : 
the Beginning, the Firft-bdrn from the dead, the Firf 
•who rofe from the dead by his own power, and rofc 
to an immortal life, never to die any more,- that ir 
iill things he might have the pre-eminence. Thcn 
follow thi words of the textj u For it pleafed the 
•• Father, that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell." 

We may confider thefe words as expreftive of our 
Savibur^s qualifications for that important charge, thc 
Head of the Church ; arid of the Father^s reafon for 
advancing him to that eminent digrtity and power. 
Or, we may view them in a fomewhat more extended 
fenfe ; as tne foundation of his all-fufticiency as Me- 
diator, his being able to fave to the utterrnoit all that 
come unto God.hy him. 

By tfee fulnefs that dwells itr Chrift, we are not to 
underftand- his perfe&ions, as he is God ; fbrthofe 
are eflential to- him, and not communicared at thc 
Father'8 pleafure ; neither that fulriefs of which thc 
apoftle fpeaks (a), wheteby his myftical bodyi the 
Churcfr, is gradnally completed •, for fulnefs can only 
be faid to dwell 5h Chrift m rhis fehfe, when all who 
belong to the eteftion of grace nre gathered unto 
hitn. Kut we are here tp tinderftand, t.hat fulnefs 
of grace and truth, ns the evangelift John csills it f 
■which he, as Head of his Churth in generai, and of 
cvery believer in parrfcdlar, itf.cpnftantly comrmfln- 
cattng t to his fexvahts, and. out x>f whicn they att 
ctoily- ^eceivihg, ahd grace fqx grace. ,'T.His fiiUueft fc 
faRfin thettextro dweW mChrffli. % ■ 
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der tbc Okl Teftament difperifation, at certaiir 
and feafons, the Spirit was communicated to 
ophets, as it pleafed God, and as the occafions 
: church required : But it is faid to dwell iii 
it has its conilant and unchangeable refidence 
• Mediator. And, finally, you may obferve, it* 
, " It pleafed the Father; that in him this ful- 
5 ihould dwell :" a chcumftance which plainlr 
tes, that Chrift did not ufurp, or violently pof- 
; but that there was a perfect coincidence be- 
him and the Father, who is here confidered a» 
highly injured by the apoftafy of man, and 
Dre behoved to be pleafed with the method of 
:overy. 

ring thus explained the words, I fhall endea- 
by divinc aififtance, Firjt % To give you fome 
U of the fulnefs that dwells in Chrift ; Secondly* 
on a few of its endearing chara&ers \ and then 
fome praftical application* 

[ (hail endeayour to give you fome account of 
ilaefs that dwells in Chrift; and, indeed, all 
ean fay upon it, muft fail infinitely beneath the 
nd incxhauftiblc fubje<9t. The apoftle himfelf 
at a lofs for words to exprefs it. Evcn the an- 
lat furround thc throne of God are continually 
ng, while they can never comprehend, the ex- 
g riches of his gracc, What therefore I pro- 
is to mention a few things concerning the ful- 
hich dweils in Chrift ; and to lay before you the 
which ihe gofpel gives us concerning it, in or- 
at your defires aftej it may be ftrengthened and 
ned. 

There is in Chrift a fulnefs of merit. Tlns . 
ppear, if wc confider that he is the brightnefs* 
Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his 
, equrl to him in ail perfe£Uons ; and particu- 
that he is independent, and could dilpofe o£ 
f according to his pleafure, and, confequently*. 
ake for the guilty and uudeCemn^. TVj \\m* 
I 2 \Sxx\%, 
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bling himfelf to become man, he was capable of fuf- 
fering. He came in the form of a fervant, and madc 
himfelf of no^ reputation. He was holy, harmlefs, 
lindefiled, and feparated from fnmers. Confidcred 
as man, the Holy Ghoft was given to him without 
mcafure, in order that he might be well-pleafing to 
God, who is poffeffed of infinite holinefs; that he 
might have no need to fatisfy for himfelf, and that he 
might afford tb mankind a perfeft and holy example. 
Is there not, then, a fulnefs of merit in Chrift, efpe- 
cially when you refle£fc, that"though he was ihfinitely 
exalted above us, though he was our juftly offended 
Sovereign, yet he voluntarity arid cheerfully under- 
took the arduous work of our redemption ? " Lo, I 
" come," fays he, u in the volume of thy book it is 
4€ written of me ; I delight to do thy will, O my 
« God(*)." 

2. There is in Chrift a fulnefs of purchafe. This 
is foundedupon his merit, and on thea&ual perform- 
ance of what he fo generoufly undertook in behaif of 
the human race. For the Father hating promifed, 
that, upon his fulfilling his engagements, he fhould 
fee his feed, of the travel of his foul, and be fatis- 
-fied ; and he having aftually fulfilled them, the un- 
, ftiaken veracity of God affures us, that there is in 
him a fulnefs of purchafe. This he himfelf proclainv» 
ed updn the crofs, when he faid, " It is finifhed j" 
and then bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft. 
"What was finiihed ? Satisfaftion to the juftice of God 
was fully given, and complete falvation obtainedfor 
a guilty world* This fulnefs of purchafe the Father 
attefted when hfe raifed him from the dead. For the 
refurredlion of Chrift was, as it were, his difcharge 
from the nand of juftice, a public and authentic de- 
ciaration on God^s paYi, that he accepted the fafcri- 
fice of his death, as a full atonement for the fins of 
his people ; that their debt was fully paid, »«d, con- 
fequently, their falvation completcly purchafed. And 
tbis alfo our Saviour glorioufly demonftrated to thc 

worid, 
faj Pfal. *J. 7,.C 
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worI4, when he afcended up on higb, and led capti- 
viry captive ; wh*n he afcended to take polTcfiion o£ 
the purchafed inheritance, and to fecure to all his fol- 
lowers an entrance into hcaven. 

3. There is alfo in our blefied Saviour a fulnefs of 

application, that is, of power and goodnefs to ap~ 

ply what he has merited and purchafed. This is evi-- 

ilent, from his exaltation at the right hand of the Ma- 

jefty on high ; and his having obtained a name above* 

enrry name? whether in heaven or in earth, far abovc 

ali principalities ancl jpowers, and thrones and domi- 

nions, that at the name of Jefus every knee rnight 

bow, and tongue «confefs. Of rhis we are alfo af- 

furedby himfclf. w All power," fays he, " is giveu 

u untome in heaven and in earth(fl)," lle was tx- 

alted, not only that hc mi^ht be an Interceiibr, an<f 

powerful Advocate with the Father ; in behalf of hifr 

people, but likewife that he might be invefted with 

the powcr of beftowlng upon them what he had pur-^ 

chafed ; and in Jiim dwell all the treafures of wifdonv 

gTace, and glory. And therefore y 

' 4. There is in him a fulnefs of pardoning gTace- 
He can forgive the moft heinous offences, and fins of 
the grcateft enormity ; artd he to whom his pardbrr 
b vouchfafed, fball never come into condenination. 
How encouraging is this to poor, convinced, and trem~ 
bling finners ! Perhaps thou art afRlfted, becaufe thy 
fins are without number, of long contintiance, and 
fo aggravated, that they cannot be forgiven. But 
think, and ferioufly thkik, on thc^infinite fulnefs of 
Chrift*» faving power, and that you have full redemp- 
tion through his blood* even the forgtvenefs of fins :. 
** For he is able to fave to the uttermoft all that come 
u unto God by him ; and whoever cometh, lie will 
** in no wife caftout." How encouragin^ isthis alfc* 
to the believer, who is groaning umter the weight o£ 
kidweHing corruption, and crying out with thc Pfa«- 
mift, •' Iniquities prevail againft me !" Fear not, 
Chriftian, thy Redeemeris almighty •, he has receivett- 
I 3 » 

(aj ftfctt. xxviii. 16* 
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a commandment, aml is himfelf inclined to fave thee. 
Hear his own precious words: " I am the refurrco 
• c tion and the life; he that believeth on me, though 
•' he were dead, yet ihall he live." 

5. There is alfo in Chrift a fulhefs of pity and 
compaflion for his people under all their weaknefles 
and afflicYions. Though he be exalted to the higheft 
degree of majefty and glory, he ftill acls towards 
them with the greateft tendernefs, fympathy, and 
]ove. He wears their names upon his heart before 
the Father, and he kindly intercedes for them. He 
has a fellow-feeling with them in all their diftrefles, 
and in his love and pity he redeems them. " We 
" have not a High Pricft," fays the apoftle, " thafc 
" cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmities» 
" biit was in all points tempted as wc are, yet with- 
" out fin (a)." " The bruifed reed he will not break, 
* € the fmoaking flax he will not quench, till he bring 
*< forth judgment unto vicfcory." The injuries done 
to his people, he confiders as done tp himfelf. He 
** that toucheth them," toucheth the apple of hia 
** eye." The fympathy of our fellow-creatures is" 
©ften unavailing •, but the fympathy of Chrift is al- 
vays powerful and efFe&tial. It gives aftual relief 
to his fervants, under all their.wants, their frailties» 
and aflli&ions. For, 

6. There is in him a fulnefs of Hght. Does the 
JChriftiari walk in darknefs ? Is he uncertain what 

path of duty to purfue ? This is fometimes the cafe 
. "with the people of God. In Chrift, their exalted 
Head, are hid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
ledge. " He is the true light, that lighteneth every 
€t maft that cometh into the world ;" and, m a pe- 
cuUar manner, he is the light of his humble follow- 
ers. He inftrufts them hy his word, and guides 
them by his Spirit v fo that they hear, as it were, a 
voice behind them, " This. is the way, walk ye ia 
" it." Are any of you then in doubt, either with 
iefpe& £0 your duty, or the ftate of your fouls be- 

forc 
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fbre God ? To whom fhould- you look but to this 
great Prophet, in whom it hath pleafed the Fathcr 
that all fulnefs of light fhould dwell. It is his pccu- 
liar office to open thc blind eyes, and give light to 
them that fit in darknefs. He has -done it for mulri- 
tudes already ; and God has promifed, that, under 
his condu&^ " he will bring the blind by a way that 
" they knew not, and will lead them in paths*they 
" have not known ; that he will make darknefs light 
" before them, and crooked things ftraight." 

7. There is in Chrift a fulnefs of life. He has not 
only life in himfdf, independent of every creature \ 
but he is the Fountain and Difpenfer of life to the 
children of men. He quickens them that are dead in 
trefpafles and fins ; and impJants that principle of fpi- 
ritual life, which is the earneft and pledge of iife ever- 
lafting. Are any of his people, the members of his 
myftical body, under a fad decay with refpe& to thc 
exercife of grace ? Is their fpiritual life, like fire un* 
der the afhes, ready to be extinguifhed ? He is their 
living head, who communicates new fupplies of life* 
to revive their languiihing graces. And hence that 
gracious promife, " I will be as the dew unto Ifraelt 
<c They fhall revive as the corft, and grow as the 
" vine («)." To him, therefore, O Chriftian, thou 
muft -look up, whcn thou findeft thy love cold, and 
thy heart lifelefs in duty, when thou art complaining 
of deadnefs and languor of fpirit ; for he alone is the 
Fountain of life ; nay, he is faid in fcripture to be his 
people's life, and has exprefsly promifed, that <f be- 
M caufe he lives, they ftiall Hve alfo (£)." 

8. There is likewife, in our blefled Mediator, a ful- 
nefs of ftrength. Hence, we have that remarkable 
predi£tion, '* Surely fhall one fay,- In the Lord have 
** I righteoufnefs and ftrength, and in him fhall thc 
w feqd of Ifrael glory (r)." He is an Almighty Re- 
deemer, who has all power in heaven and on earth» 
In him, as his people's head, there is a fulnefs of 
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ftrength, to enable them to perform the moft difficult • 
duties, to overcome the moit powerfui temptations, 
and to fupport them under all their affii&ions. " My 
<c grace," fays he, " is fufficient for thee ; for my 
u ftrength is made perfecl in weaknefs." Fear nor, 
then, ye who fincerdy believe in him ; for though 
your ftrength be fmall, and the difficulties you may 
have to encounter, many and great, youf refuge is 
on high, the mighty Gbd is your ftrength : He who 
fpoiled principalities and powers, *and made a fhew" 
of them openly on his crofs, will ftill snaintain thc 
conqueft he has gained. You afe ready, perhaps, to 
faint in the performance of duty, or at the profpeft 
of danger ; fo that you walk in the paths of holinefs 
with a trembling and a feeble heart/ But, hear in 
what encouraging words he addrefles you ! " Fear 
" not, thou worm, Jacob ; I will help thee, faifh the 
u Lord, thy Redeemer (a)" Wait, therefore, on thc 
Lord, and be of good Gourage ; for they that wait on 
him fhall renew their ftrength ; they fhall walk, and 
not weary ; they fhall run, and not faint. 

9. I fhall only add, that, in Chrift Jefus, there is a 
fulnefs of confolation and joy. In fcripture, he is 
ftyled the Cpnfolation of Ifrael. " If, " fays thc a- 
poftle, " there be any confolation in Chrift :" thc 
queftion amounts tp a ftrong affirmation,-»— as certain- 
ly as*there is abundant confolation in him. Whence. 
do the comforts of the Holy Ghoft . proceed ? Is it 
not from Chrift, who is the only Fountain of true 
joy ? In him is pure and unmixed confolation ; con» 
folation which fatisfies and gladdens the foul ; fills it 
with joy unfpeakable, and enables the Chriftian to' 

§lory in tribulation, and even triumph amidft thc 
ames. .Why, then, bdievef, art thou fad and de- 
je&ed ? Why do thy hands hang down, and thy 
knees grow feeble ? " Here is beauty for afhes» and 
€€ the oil of joy for mourning,.and the garment 6f 
** praife fcx the fpirit o£, heavinefs.. Bc glad in thc 
1 " Lord» 

(ej. Ua. *li. 14.. 
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u Lord, aml rejoiee, ye righteous. Let the children 
" of Zion be joyful in their king.". 

II. But I now come, fecondfy, To memion, and 
briefly illuftrate, a few endearing chara&ers of this . 
mediatory fulnefs whkh, it hath pleafed the Father, 
ihould be in Chrift. 

1. It appears evident, from the obfervations wc 
have already made, that this fulnefs is to be commu- 
nicatedtto all thofe who fincerely believe in his name, 
who are the true members of his churjph or myftical 
body. Hence, it is reprefented as an open fountain: 
" In that day," fays the prophet, " there fhall be a 
" fountain opened to the houfe of David, and to the 
" inhabitants of Jerufalem (a) j" that is, to all fin- 
cere btlievers, without exception, who, as the fpiri- 
tual feed of Chrift, are of the" houfe of David, and, 
as living meinbers of the church, are inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. Nay^ we are not only allowed, but kind- 
Ij invited to come to it for pardoning mercy, for life f 
ftrength, and confolation. <c Ho, every one, M fays 
he, " that thirfteth, come to the waters ; and ye that 
€€ have no money ; come, buy wine and milk, with* 
€€ out moneyi and without price."-r-" In that laft 
u day,'* fays the evangelift, € \ the great day of the 
€i feait,, Jefus ftood and cried, If any man thirft, let 
" him come to me and drink (&)."• 

2. It is an abundant and inexhauftible fulnefs. 

This is the fulnefs, of which all the faints, that cver 

lived, both under the Old and New Teftament dif- 

penfations, have been receiving, and of which all thc 

rejieemed and glorified around the throne of God 

(hall receive to eternity. It is fo conne&ed with thc 

infinite perfedlions, and everlailing ftrength of Al- 

mighty God, that it flows with an undiminilhed and 

unceaiing ftream of happinefs and comfort to all 

thofe who aTe purified by the blood of Chriit. 

From the influences that flow from this fulnefs, 

thcir happinefs is evcn every moment increafed v Tht%s 

vcv 
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in a word, is that pure river of the waters of life, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, the ftreams wherepf continually make glad 
the city of God. 

3. It is an unchangeable fulnefs. For Chrift, 10 
whom it dwells, is'the fame Almighty Redeemer to- 
iday, yefterday, and for ever. Of thi$ fulnefs, hc 
can neither be deprived by the powers of earth nor 
licll : " I give to my fheep," fays he, " eternal life^ 
cc and they fhall never perifli, neither fhall any pluck 
" them out of my hanaV' At his death, indeed, the 
powers of darknefs endeavoured, by every exertion 
of malice and ftrength, to prevent him from poffef- 
fing it ; but he triumphed over them in his crofs, and 
he ftill triumphs over them 111 the grace which he 
communicates to his fervants. Let not the Chrrftian, 
then, be afraid, as if any thing could hinder the com- 
munication of this fulnefs for the fupport of his fpi- 
ritual life. As the union between Chrift and believ- 
crs caa never be diflblved $ fo, there will be conftant 
communications from Hin^ their exalted Head, tofe* 
cure their continuance in his love. Thie was thc 
ground of the apoftle's triumph, when he exclaims» < 
cc Who fhall feparate us from the love of Chrift i 
cc Shall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecurion/ or 
cc nakednefs, or peril, or fword ? Nay, in all thefe 
M things, we are more than conquerors, through him 
c# that loved us («)•" 

4. To mention no more, the moft endearing con- 
fideration of a)l is, that it is a fuitablc fulnefs. Thc 
Chriftian can labour undei no neceflity or want, in 
which this fulnefs will not afford afliftance and confo- 
lation. Though it be of ineftimable value, yet, 
the poor, as well as the rich, the weak, as well as 
the ftrong, the meaneft, as well as the greateft, wiil 
find it adapted to their particular cafe and circumftan- 
ces. Is the Chriftian in profperity or adverfity, in 
hcalth or in ficknefs, deje&ed or elated ? The fulnefs 
oi Chrift is cxadly adapted to his fituation. A fovc- 

reiga 
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1 and univerfal rcmedy for the difcafes. of the bo- 
has been earneftly defired, and anxioufly fought- 

by mankind in every age. This remedy has hi- 
:o baffled every attempt to procure it : But I am 
anted to declare, with confidence, that there is t 
hriiVs mediatorial fulnefs, a remedy for all the 
ifes and wants of the foul ; nay, further, a reme- 
'hich affords the beft fupport and confolation un- 
ill the pains and diftempers of the body. What 

we then think of this fulnefs ? It infinitely 
"cends what we can either exprefs or conceive. 
comes us, therefore, to contemplate it with the 
eft admiration. It is the wondcr of angels, and 
be the fubjeft of praife to the faints, through the 
of eternity. 

hus, I have endeavoured to give you fome ac- 
it, frorri the word of God, of the fulnefs which, 
th pleafed tlie Father, fliould dwell in Chrift. I 

2 now to make fome pra&ical improvemcnt of 
fubjedl. 

Let us celebrate the praifes of God, and ad- 
his wifdom in the fcheme of man's redemptionl 
covenant is indeed well ordered in all things, 
fure. In the m firft covenanf, the happinefs of 
was, as it were, placed in his own hand. He 
a power to fulfil the condition, which, if he had 
loyed aright, he, doubtlefs, would have obtain- 
le life that was promifed. But having forfeited 
ight to the blefRng, and loft his power, both he 
his pofterity would have periflied for ever, if this 
derful expedient had not exifted in the counfels 
;pd ! , It pfeafed theFatber, that in Chrift fhould 
tilnefs' dwell. Wheri we confuler the covenant 
race ir\ this light, how wonderful does it appear! 
wifely ordered for fecuring tjie glory of Gcid, and 
:otrifort and happinefs of his y eople ! Thi^fuliiefs 
hrift gives us an affuTance', ct hope an l d ftability, 
:h Adarmj in a ftate of innoednce, never enjoyed. « 
[tood upon uncertain ground, hU otoi iitt V^\> 
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which might be, and was a&ually, fhakcn. But here 
is a foundation laid in Zion, that ihall. never be mov- 
ed. TKe faithful in Chrift will be happy througn e- 
ternity j for they will be happy," as long as there w 
fulnels in their glorious Redeqmer. ** O, the depth 
u of the tiches, both of the wifdom and 4 love of 
« God !" 

2. Let us blefs the Lord that. ever hc was pkafed 
to reveal this fulnefs to us. There are many nations 
on the face of the earth, yet ftrangers to the covenant 
of promife, and without Chrift in the world. What 
reafon have we, then, to adore the diftinguifhing 
goodnefs of God, when, inftead of fitting in dark- 
nefs, and under the fhadow of death, this Day-fpring 
from on high hath vifited us, and the Sun" 01 righte- 
oufnefs hath arifen with healing in his wings ? Do 
not thofe glad tidings of great joy deferve returns 
of the warmeft gratitude ? Without this revelation, 
it had been the fame to us, as if no fuch fulnefs had 
cver exifted. Have we not reafon, then, to fay with 
the Pfalmifti " The lines*are fallen to us in pleafant 
u places, and we have a goodly heritage ? n Haye 
we not reafon to fhew forth the praifes of him, who 
hath called us out of darknefs into this marvelloui' 
light ? 

3. Let it be your firft and principal concern to 
know this fulnefs in a faving and a pra&ical manner. 
The theory of it is of Httle importance, unlefs you cau 
fay, from your own experience, that you are aifured 
of the bleffing, and have tafted that the Lord is gra* 
cious ; an efFeft which can only be produced, in con- 
fequence of a fpiritual union between Chrift and your 
fouls. This union to Chrift, is the foundation and 
bond of communion with him. You muft be living 
members of his myftical body, before you can derive . 
influences of grace from the bleffed Head. Be per- 
fuaded, therefore, you who are yet unbelievers, and, 
of confequence, have no intereft in the fulnefs of 
Chrift, be perfuaded, I intreat you, as you love your 

ovn 
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fouls, and would be happy in time, and through 
ity, earneftly to feek tb be united to him, by a 
re fcd liveljrfaith, that fo you may partakc of 
forgivenefe, tfigt fpiritual lire, and ftrength, and 
dation, which l hc is ready to impart to you» 
hold," fays *he, " I ftand at thctloor, and knock; 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
II come into him, and will fup with him, and he 
th mc." 

Let me intreat you, who are fincere believerr 
lrift, to apply to him daily for the fupply of ali 1 
wants.'. And furely, the experience you have 
ur owri weaknefs, and a regard to your intereft, 
d engage you to this application ; for you have 
rength pf your own ; nay, the Spirit of trath 
you, that you are not fufficicnt, of yourfelves, td 
fo much as a good thought, far lefs tt> perfofm 
lany duties that are incumbent upon you. To 
n fliould you apply for affiftance ? Not furely to 
who are weak and helplefs, and require affiftance 
jch as yourfelves. Neceffity, then, and a con* 
for your own beft and everlafting ititereft, ihould 
e you to have conftant recourfe to the fulnefs 
is m Chrift. And have you not the greateft en- 
tgement to do fo ? It hath pleafed the Father, 
In him all fulnefs fhould dwell ; and for this ve- 
td f that you may receive, and grace for grace. 
, then, complain of darknefs and fpiritual decay? 
you have a never-failing fupply of all-fufficient 
: provided for you; and you are kindly invited 
me, that you may obtain mercy, and find grace 
]p in every time of need. Let the life you live 
e flefti be by faith on the Son of God. 
ld, finally, walk worthy of the high privileges 
h you enpy ; for divine communications demand 
aoft grateful returns. Be diligent in your at- 
ince on gofpel ordinances ; in reading and hear- 
he word of God ; in ferious meditation, fecret 
ar, arid a devout participation of the I*otd'& Su\>- 
%i pltcn as ydu h%re an opportunity \ iox \tasfe 
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gre the inftituted means of your communion with 
Chrift, and they are alfo expreflions of thankfulnefs. 
Walk in fubje&ion to the law of Chrift. Shew that 
you love him, and are obedient to himj that you-live 
tinder the government and' dominion of his grace f 
^nd are devoted to his will. Beware of every thing 
that might juftly provoke him to withhold the com* 
munications of his love ; and make it evident to all a- 
round you, that his grace beftowed upon you, is not 
without its natural and proper fruits. 

Walk, in a word, as witneffes for the Loi-d Jefus. 
Give teftimony of him before the world ; and O be 
concerned to give a juft and proper teftiniony. You 
jiave declared this day before God, angels, and men, 
that you glory only in him as your exalted Lord and 
Head. Walk, then, agreeably to that profeflion, 
proceed in his ways, humbly depending on his affift- 
ance and dire£Hon, and indulging the hopes that he 
will enable you to perfevere in your duty, and at 
laft prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of his 
glory, with exceeding joy. 

And now, unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
you can alk or think ; to the orily wife God our Sa- 
?iour, be glory and majcfty, dominion and power, 
Jtoth now and ever. Amen. 
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' SERMON Vlfr. 

RESIGNATION TO GOD UNDER THE AFFLIC* 
TIVE DISPENSATlbNS O* HIS PROVIDENC* 
INCULCATED* 



P A R T I. ' 

Pfalmxxix. 75.— /i/im, O Lord 9 that thy judgemetttt 
sr* rigbt, and that in faithfulnep thm hqfl afftiSied 
me. 



MAN is born to trouble, as thc fparks fly up- 
wards. None of us ,can foreteH the trials 
that jnay await us in this Jioufe of our pilgrimage ; 
aud therefore, it is both our duty and our intereft, 
to lay our account with them*. and to prepare for 
them, that, when they come, we mav bear them with- 
that meekncfs and reiignation,, whicn David expref- 
fcs in the words that I have now read :— u I know» 
w OLord,.that thy judgements are right, and that 
" in faithfulnefs thou haft afflifted mc" 

This amiable .temper I fliall* Firft 9 Endeavour to 
explain. Second/y, Reprefent to you the deformity 
and finfulnefs of its oppofite. Thirdly 9 Lay before 
you the grounds and reafons of meeknefs under afflic- 
tion, and of refignation to the will of God. Fourth- 
hi Specify fome of thofe particular fituations which 
«ftlt torth the exertion of this amiabte fe\t\t. KxA* 
K.Z LaJU^ 
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Lmftly, Direft your minds to a praftical improvement 
of this fubjeft. 

1. I begin,. then* by briefiy defcribing this amiable 
temper. And, 

i. The leaft degree of it, is that which David ex- 
cmplifies, when he fays, " I was dumb, and opened 
mf not my mouth, becaufe thou didft it (a)" The 
«haftifements of God muft, at leaft, be received in 
humble filence*. We have no right to murmur or 
complain. It is meet that we lay our hand upon 
our mouth, and our mouth in the duft, if we cannot 
open it to the glory of God j as Aaron did, of whom 
it is faid, when his two fons were flain by fire 
from heaven, that he held his peace. This I call the 
leaft degree of refignation 5 becaufe, 

2. The heart, as well as the mouth, muft be filent 
before Gbd. It is of little importance to guard our 
lips, if we fecretly entertain difcontent in ourminds» 
Our inward tempers muft be refigned and compofed, 
no lefs than our outward behaviour. Our very hearts 
muft confent to whatever is done by the great Fathet 
of our fpirits ; and no obje£Hon muft be liftened to 
againft the wifdom or righteoufnefs of any of his 
dealings. But further, 

3. We muft confent to the divine procedure, ani 
acquiefce irv it as good, becaufe it is the will of Gpd. 
Of this acquiefcence, we have an inftance in Heze- I 

•kiah, who, when the prophet intimated to hira the 
awful fentence that was.gone forth againft his family f j 
replied, •* Good ifi the word of the Lord which thott j 
4< haft fpoken. (b) :" not only juft, but good. Our | 
fubmiflion muft not be like that of a flave to an arbi- '\ 
trary mafter, but like that of a~ child to a wife and J 
good parent. For God is not glorified, till the wiH 

'adquiefce in the difpenfation, and receive it as a me- 
dicine for curing the inward diftempers of the foul. 

•Such was the temper of David, when he thus cx- 
•prefles himfelf, " \ know, O Lord, that thy judgc- 
■ " menti 

(aj Pf. xxxifr tf> \£. um. %, " 
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€S ments are right, and that in faithfulnefs thou hafl; 
u afflidled me." To fuffer quietly, becaufe we can- 
not help it, is the refignation of a Heathen, but not 
of a Chriftian. Refignation is founded on two things^ 
a convi&ion, that God is juft when he affli&s us,. 
and a perfuafion, that.the affli£Uon which he fends*. 
is intended for our benefit. Hence it follows, 

4. That our fubmiffion will be accompanied with ; 
love to God, and a difpofition to praife him amidft 
all our trials. We are commanded to love our enc- 
mies, even at the time when they are intending our 
hurt ; and feeing they are only our fellow-creaturesj , 
and, as fiich, we can have little or no dependance up- 
on them, how inuch more are we bound to love God, 
who only appears to be our enemy, and corre&s us,, 
not for his own pleafure, but for our profit, that fo 
we may partake of his refemblance, It was a noble 
refolution of David's, " I will blefs the Lord at all 
" times: hispraife fhall continually be in my mouth (r)."" 
And we have a beautiful example of the fame difpo^ 
Btion injob;," Naked, ,r fays he, /* came I out of 
" my mother r s womb, and naked will I return : The 
" Liord gave, and the Lordtaketh away ; bleffed be- 
<c the name of the Lord." * 

5. XJpon this head, 1 (hall" only add, that this muft 

be our general temper at ali times, and in all condi- 

tions. Our obedience muft be univerfal no lefs in 

fiiffering, than ih a&ion. As it is not lawful to ob- 

je£t to any duty, fo, . neither is it to remonftrate a- 

gainft any affliftion. In both cafes, the will of God 

muftbe cheerfully fubmitted toy without exception, 

and without limitation. . They who pretend to choofe 

their own rod, do not fubmit to God, but . to them- 

felves. It is not a cup. of ouf own • preparing, but 

thatwhich our Fathcr gives us, that wc are command- 

ed to drink, But we muft not ■■ only > be content tp > 

cndure our prefent trials, but refer ourfelves entirely ' 

^nto God for the future ; being ready, as Faul fays < 

rf himfelf, not only to be bound, but todie for the 

K 3 t^tcsc-- 

(f) Tf. iuxiv. 1*. 
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name of Jefus ; and, adopting the language of David, 
when driven from his throne, by his unnatural fon^ 
•* Behold, here I am •, let the Lord do unto me, ag 
** feemeth good in his fight." 

• Thus I have explained the nature and extent of 
genuine fubmiffion to the will of God. 

II. I now come, 2dfy, To lay before you, the de- 
formity and finfulnefs of the oppofite temper y and 
*hi9 will appear, if we conGder, 
/ i. That k is in fome meafure a pra&ical denial of 
the fovereignty of God. May not the potter do 
with hi* clay what he pleafes ?. Hath not He, who 
made us, a right to difpote of us ; to allot us our fta- 
tion and circumftances in the world, and to mingle 
our cup with what ingredients he thinks proper ? 
Impatience, on the other hand, is calling this in que- 
ftion; faying, that Gbd is unjuft,.and ufurping a. 

Sower that does not belong to him. It would be dif* 
cult, Ibelteve, to interpret it uv any other wa]p. 
And furely, in* this view y It muft be an offtnoc 
highly aggravated. 

2. It Fuppofes a mean opjnion- of the wifdom, or, 
at leaft, a great diftruft of the goodnefy of God. 
He who beheves that God does all things in perfcft 
wifdom, wili furely aequicfce in the difpenfations of 
his providence, however dark and ' inexplicable thcy 
may, in the mean time, feem to be. And he who 
18 perfefily convinced of the goodn£fs of God, 
whatever be his prefent feelings, will ftill hold to tlui 
conclufion, That the Father of mercies does all things 
well 9 and will rherefore be ready to fay, that nbt on- 

- ly juft, but gpod, b the wiil of God. Whereas, hc 
who repines under diftrefs, difcovers that he confi- 
«lers it as improperly inflifted', or elfe he confidcrs 
God as a rigid and a crucl Being who delights inpu- 
nilhing, though he hasexprefsly declared, thathedoes 
nOt affii£t willingly, . nor grieve the children of mcn. 

3. It ketrays too great an attachment to fome pre- 
fent enjoymcnt, whichis abfoiutety incoufiftcnt with 
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that fupreme love which wc owe to God. This- at-. 
tachment muft be the foundation of all our com- 

Elaints. For, did we-not pay a grcatcr regard to our 
ealth, riches, honours, and fricnds, than to God, we 
(hould more readily part with them, when. He, in his 
providence, is pleafed to call them from us. Befides, 
it afrbrds great reafon to fufpe&, that we have not 
been duly concerned to fecure an intereft in the friend- 
(hip of God, in the redemption of Jefus Chrift, and . 
in that covenant, of which he is Mediator. A man 
will not grievc much for tiie lofs of a ttifle, who has . 
a great eftate in referve : nor will he be greatly dif-« 
quieted about an earthly lofs, who can fay, that God 
is his everlafting portion, and that his treafurc is in 
heaven, where neither moth nor ruft can corrupt, 
nor thieves break through and fteal. But, 

4. Impatience denotes ingratitude and unthankfnl- 
nefs to GoH for all his bcnefits. Where is the man . 
whofe diftrefs is fo pure and unmixed, that he can- 
not find out any good thing in his lot ? Or, rathcr, 
where is the man, the portion of whofe happinefs is 
not greater than that of his mifery ? Without en<- 
tcring minutely into this comparifon, may we not all 
profit by the word of God ? Have we not free ac- 
cefs, if it is not our own fault, to the ordinances of 
rcligion ? Arc not Chrift and eternal falvation in our 
offer ? and can any temporai inconvenience be put in 
the balance againft thefe ? How ungrateful is it, 
then 9 to confine our attention to fome afHi&ion in 
our lot, which muft foon end, and which one mo- 
ment's enjoyment of heaven will for ever blot from 
our remembrance !^ Befides, do you owe to God no 
acknowledgement for the former pofTeflion of thofe 
very things, the lbfs of which you now regret ? 
Should not your former enjoymcnts enter into your 
confideration, and the recolle&ion of the bleflings of 
providence, prevent your ingratitude ? But, 

Laftljy Impatience is chargeable with all the guilt 
of hypocrify. Say, have you not often confeffed 
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yourfelves to be finners ? Is not this the daily lan^ 
guage of your prayers, that.if God fhould mark ini- 
quity, you could not ftand ; that it is folely owing to 
his tender rr.ercy that you are not confumed ; and. 
that it is, bccaufe his compaflion has not failed, that 
your portion is not already fixed with thofe impure 
fpirits, who are for cver fecluded froni the feats q( 
the bleiTed ? And is it Hkely thatyou are fincere iix 
thefe confeflions, while you yct murmur, on account 
of fome afflrcUons in your prefcnt lot r No y £o long 
as you coraphin of the difpenfarions of unerring Pjq- 
vidence, your confeffions, with hcwever muchhumi? 
lity expreiled, proceed only from the lips; and the, 
heart is tin&ured with pride. 

Thus, then, impatience appears to be a heinous* 
fih ; oflenfive in thc fight of Gcd; and,.unlefs re^ 
pented of, and forfaken, muft be feverely punitfied." 

III. We proceed, 3^;, To explain the grounds r 
and reafons of refignation under aiTlidHon. And, 

1. We may take notice of the ufeiulnefs of afflic— 
tion in generaL In this world, we arc but as puV 
grlms and fojourners, and yet, by reafoit of the cor-- 
ruption of our nature, and our ftrong attachment to 
the objecls of ienfc, we are too apt to maie itour 
refting-piace. "We therefore ftand in need of fome 
friendly monitor to induce us to purfue cur journey :: 
and, whcn cvery other mean fails, God, in. mercy, 
vifits us with troulle,. in order. cffeclually. to con-- 
.vincc us, that tliis carth cannct be our home ; and to« 
raife our defires to our FathcrVacufe,. where there is 
fulnefs of. joy, and pkafures fcr cvermcre. It is a- 
dangerous error, to rniftake earth for heaven : and, yet,. 
liow fcommon is thc miftake ! Tell a man who en- 
joys abundance of the good thmgs of thls life ; tell 
him, that this.earth is not his home, that he has more 
important concerns to which he fhould attend ; and 
though he be afhamed, in exprefs words, to contrs^ 
di£t ycu, yct his.pra<3;ice fhews how little he regaids 

your 
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your admonition. Prefent eafe and pleafure have 
powerful charms ; and if God did not fometimes 
put thorns into our beds, we would be in danger of 
lleeping out our time. But, when afflidlion comes, 
it fpeaks convincingly, and it will be heard. Should 
we then murmur at aflli&ions which are fent for fo 
kind a purpofe ? Surely it becomes us rather to fub- 
mit to them with cheerfulnefs, and improve them for 
the purpofes for which they were defigned. 

2. It ought to be obferved, that, for the moft part f 
it is the body only which fuifers in sifli&ion, unlefs 
we, by our impatience, open a pafTage fQr it into thc 
foul. And, furely, we need not grieve fo deeply for 
the fufferings of that part of our nature, which is 
both the inftrument and the inlet of all that fin which 
brings our mifery upon us. In moft of the difeafes 
incidcnt to human nature, the foul is free, if we do 
not willingly afflift it. Why, then, Ihould this 
mouldering tabernacle, be fo precious in our fight ? 
Is it not our prifon ? Should we grieve, becaufc our 
prifon-walls are coming down ? The body, indeed, 
is fubfervient to the great interefts of the foul ; and, 
in that point of view, muft not be negle&ed. But, i£ 
God fees proper to chaftife it, on account of its re- 
bellion againft himfejf, and our own fouls ; (hall we 
take the part of the flefh, againft our grcat Creator, 
and provoke him to delivcr them both up to more 
fevere aflliftipn ? 

3. You fhould confider, that thefe very affii&ions 
that give you the grcateft uneafinefs, may poilibly be 
fent by God, 111 anfwcr to your own prayers. And 
furely, in this cafe, we ought to rcceive them, not on- 
ly with fubmiflion, but gratitude. Say, have you not 
often made this your requeft to God, that he would 
keep you from fin ; that he might difcover to you the 
vanity of this world, and all its enjoymcnts ; that he 
vould fubdue your inward corruptions, and take full 
pofieflion of your heart? And is not affliftion as like- 
ly to bc thc means which God will employ to accom- 
plifh thefc ends, as any other ? You v/\fti \o V« V*^l 
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from fin ; and what mean is fo proper, as to hedge in 
• your way with affiictions ? Do you wi(h to fee thc 
vanity of this world ? Affli&ion not only makes you 
fee, but feel, its vanity, in that vexation of fpirit 
which attends it. What fo proper to fubdue your 
evil afFe&ions, as to take away the fuel that maintains 
them ? Can any thing be better calculated than affiio 
tions> to difpofiefs thofe idols that kept your hearts 
from God, and which nothing lefs than their deftruc* 
tion could prevail with you to forfake? And wuT 
you, notwithftanding, murmur and repine ? Can any 
thing be more difingenuous than fuch a condu& ? If 
God delays to anfwer your prayers, you complain as 
as if he did not regard your cry ; and when he does 
anfwer them in the way he fees moft propcr, you. 
miftake his meaning, and pervert that into poifon 
which was intended for your gobd. 

Let me alk you, Are you willing to have your 
whole portion upon earth> and to renounce all hopes 
of future felicity for prefent eafe ? If you are not, 
why are you diflatisfied with the means which God 
«mploys, for fulfilling the very thing which your 
heart defires ? But perhaps you may fay, 1 could 
iiave borne any affliflion better than that under which 
I labour. lf this be your language, give me leave to 
-tell you, that this afHi£tion you complain of, was the 
one you ftood moft in ueed of, and is therefore the 
fitteft for your improvement. It appears that God: 
has aimed at that idol, which was his chief competi- 
tor, and had the greateft infiuence in keeping hira. 
out of your heart. Let this then prevent your mur- 
murings, and turn your complaints into a fong of 
thankfulnefs. But, further, 

4. What prctence have you to be exempt'fronv 
trouble ? If you live in fin, you can meet with no- 
thing too 'bad. And be aflured, if you die in fin, thc 
affliclions you now complain of are but the beginning 
of forrows, and not to be compared with thofe endlefi 
torments which you muft afterwards endure. Or, if 
jrou hayc happily been brought into friendfhip with 

Godv. 
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God, which I hopc is the cafe with many of you, 
will not this fuffice to give you comfort amidft all your 
diftreffes ? Can you diftruft the wifdom of your hea- 
venly Father, or fufpe£t, poifon in the cup that comes 
from him ? What man is there of you, whom, if his 
fon afk bread, will he give him a ftone, or, if he afk 
a fifh, will he give him a ferpent ? If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good gifts to your chil- 
dren, how much more fliall your Father who is in 
heaven, give good things to them that afk him ? 

Befides, affli&ion can be no furprife to you, fince 

we are exprefsly told, that the way to the kingdom o£ 

heaven is through many tribulations ; and fince that 

covenant, which fecures us againft eternal mifery, no- 

where promifes exemption from remporal affti&ions ; 

nay, afTures us, that they fhall* not be withheld, if 

God fees them neceflary to recal our wandering 

fteps, or to quicken our pace to our eternal home. 

And here let me prevail on fuch as are real Chrifti- 

/ans, to reflecl: on the temper of their minds,' whea 

firft they made choice of Gcd, as their God in 

Chrift. Say, was riot the fpirit of refignation, then, 

univerfal and complete ? Did you then make ^n ex- 

ception of any of your favourite enjoyments, of your 

riches, your health, or- your honours ? AU thefe 

were, then, fwallowed up in your concern for the one 

thing "needful. When the burden of fin lay heavy 

bn your fouls, when the wrath of Goil, the curfe 

of the law, and the fears of heil befet you ori every 

fide ; fay, how happy were you to efcape that danger f 

. had it even been with the lofs of every worldly com- 

fort ? And, now that you have got a nearer profpe£t 

of heaven, do you repent tlie choice you have made, 

or think that you have purchafed heaven at too great 

a price ? Tou dare not ; I am perfuaded you do not : 

and yet impatience has fomething in it very like this. 

Strive then againft it, and you will not find the bur- 

<len fp ^alling as k otherwile would be. 
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1?falmcxix. 75. — lhhow 9 OLord 9 that fhy jadgmem 
rlghtj and thai in faithfulnefs thou hajt affliBed n 

— — X> UT, as general arguments upon any fub 
|J however conclufive in their own nature 
frequently loft, for want of fkill or care in appl 
them j I (hall now endeavour, 

IV. To fpecify, Fourth'ly 9 Some of thofe partlc 
fituations which call forth the exertion of tjiis 
able fpirit. And let us attend, 

1. To poverty, which is, no doubt, heavie 
thofe who have been reduced to it from a ftatc oi 
fluence. Yct, even here, fuch as attentively c< 
der, will find many arguments againft impatie 
Riches do not recommend us to God, nor does 
verty fink us below his notice. It is the frame 
temper of the heart which God regards, and not 
of thofe outward circumftances by which one ms 
raifed above another. I do not mean, that ricbct 
5n themfclves pernicious ; they are a talent put 
our hands, which, by a wife improvemem, may 
^dcar us the more to God, our great Mafter. Nci 
I mean that poverty \* cotiftax^ ^xxwided * 
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fpiritual advantage ; for a rrian may be poor ind&d, 
in every fenfe of the Word ; he may oe poor and 
wretched in this life, and miferable ih the next. Bufc 
the fcope of my argument is to fliow, that neither 
riches nor poverty have the lcaft corihe&ion with our 
happinefs in a future ftate ; attd that therefore nc* 
man has any reafon to complain, on account of be- 
ing redueed in his circumftances in thifc world. 

Allow me to alk you a few queftions. Are you^ 

reduced through your own mifmanagement ? Tn thi« 

cafc, blame yourfelf ; but do not murraur againft God? 

fbr you are already liable to his difpleafure, by fquan- 

dering away that which fhould have been irrrproved? 

to his honour. Or, if you have been reduced to po~ 

terty by misfortune rathet than imprudence, ftfll yoa r 

^ught to remember that God has the difpofal of your 

bt, whofe undoubted province it is to provide for all 

his family, and give to every one a portion, as hfc 

fecs convenient. If your former plenty was only madfe 

the inftrurnent of luxurious and fenfual enjoyment^ 

you have no occafion to wonder that it is now takem 

ftom you. Rather wonder that Gpd did not takes 

' you from it by a fudden death, before you had lci^ 

fure to repent. But, if your confcience bear wit- 

rtefs that you endeavoured to honour God with your 

fabftance while you had it, thc fting of advcrfitjr 

muft -to you be almoft extraftcd ; and you may con- 

Wcr it, not as a punifhment, but as a trial 01 your 

Wth and fubmiflion to God. You are now caft in- 

t6 thc furnaCe, that the trial of your faith, being 

huich tnore prccious than that of gold that perifheth, 

ttay be found to the praife and the glory of God. Out 

bord proved the fincerity of the young man in thc 

gofpel, by ddiring liim to fell all he had, and give it 

to the pioor» Tou afe now brought to a fimilar , 

frtuation. Let this, thcrefore, awakfen your atten- 

tion, lcft, likc him, you bc found wanting, aftd lefl: 

your goodnefs, which in profperity glittered likc 

prccious mctal, fhould difcover itfelf to be bafe aud 

«•unttrfeit, whcn brought to the tousWfcbxv^ 
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- 2. Let us attend to the reproach of the world. 
This trial is, doubtlefs, a fevere one ; and yet, 
cven here, there is no reafon to murmur or com- 
plain. If the reproaches which we meet with are 
juft, we ought to lament the occafion, and araend 
our condufl for the future. But fuppofe the ccnfure 
altogether without foundation, may it not be permit- 
ted for wife purpofes ? And I am apt to believe, 
• that falfe afperfions, however vexatious in the mean 
time to thofe who labour under them, are yet ca- 
pable of many excellentimprovcments. Thus, a man 
who fets too high a value on the opinion and ap- 
plaufe of his fellow-creatures, and who is ready to 
endeavour to attain it by indiredt methods, may by 
this m,eans have his eycs opened, to fee the impro- 
priety of a violent regard for the efteem of the world. 
It will fhow the neceility alfo of approving ourfelves 
to God, the Witnefs and only infallibie Judge ©f the 
charadlers of men. The opinions of mankind are fel- 
dom right, and always liable te abufe ; nor are the 
frienitfhips of the world extremely cpnftant. The ap- 
p.earance of a ftorm may foon baniih our general friends j 
for few have refolutiori to fupport a charafter wrikh 
the general voice condemns : but the unchangeable 
Ood nevcr varies in his judgment. Whom he jufti- 
iies,,none can condemu \ and whom he loves, he 
loves unto the cml. Beiides, bearing the reproach 
uf men, may fcrve to render the Redeemer more 
precious in our eiteem. And furely we ought never 
to corriplain of any thing that may be improved to 
this purpofe. Does reproach, does calumny, fit heayy 
on your mind ? How much then do you owe to 
Chrift, whp, for your fake, bccame of no reputar 
tion, and endured the contradi£tion of firiners ! He 
was accufed of drunkennefs, of gluttony, ,and many 
other vices; and yct, in fpite of all, perfifted in his 
gracious defign of faving a loft and ruined world. 
What an admirable.opportunity then are they favour- 
ed with, of inqreafing in love and gratitude to their 
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great Redeemer, who find reproach fitting heavy on 
their rninds ! 

3. Lct us attend to the lofs of dear and valu- 

able ftiends. This is an affliclion, under which, to 

a certain degree, we may, with propriety, indulge 

our fcelings. Whc»i we rcileft 011 our former h.ip- 

pincfs in the fociety of our fricnds, on tlic agrceable 

moments we have fpcnt togother, and on all thcic 

obliging cdfices which rendcr their mcmory dcir tc* 

us ; antl ave obliged to conclude all with this me- 

lancholy reflcftion, that now they are for ever gone* 

never, never to return to this earth again : O, what 

regret, what bitter afflicYion inuft diftrt is thc foul ! Af- 

fliciion, indeed, the more exccflivc, becaufe it cai* 

never bc relieved. Yct, this is not fin ; Iiumanity 

calls for tears ; rcligion does rtot forbid thcm : Jefus 

wept at the grave of Lazarus. But beware that your 

forrow does not exceed irs bounds ; remember it i& 

thc doing of the Lord. Let your tears then rtin in 

another channel ; and mourn not fo much for your 

fufferings, as for fm, which brought death into the. 

world. And if it appear fo terrible, in the lofs of 

©he friend, how much more dreadful muft it appear, 

whcn-you confider that it could provokc the merciful 

God to fubjefr. all his creatures to the King of ter- 

rors. This is the proper improvement of evcry dif* 

penfation of this kihd. We fhould view the caufe in, 

the effccts, and then we would difcover, that it is 

not death, but fin, that is our enemy : and the grcat- 

er encmy, on this account, that it not only fepa- 

rates our friends from us, but, if not repented of* 

if not forgiven, wi!l eternally feparate us from God, 

our beft friend ; " for evil cannot dwell with him> 

M and he abhorreth all the workers of iniquity." 

Happy «would it be, if we could convert thefe mourn- 

fol occafions into opportunitics of fuch wholefome 

inftruction. Ilappy, if, inftead of vainly wifhing 

back our friends to us, we would, by a careful imi- 

Ution of whatever was exccllent in their chara&eri 

iudy fo to Jive, that we may at laft attam to tkeYvs^- 

L z ^YftsXv 
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jinefs which they now enjoy -, and that thus we may 
be enabled to glorify our great Redeemer, who was 
the plague of death, and the deftrucHon of the grave ; 
who, by his death, conquered him that had the 
fower of dearh; and, after having confecrated thc 

frave by his own precious body, rofe as thc Firft 
ruits of them that live, and is now gone bcfore, ta 
prepare a place for all his faints. 

4« Let us attend to ficknefs or diftrefs of bcw 
dy. Sicknef§ is a hardlhip of our own procuring; 
a hardfhip which had never been infli£ted, had 
we neyer finned. Let us therefore juftify God, and 
turn the complaint againft our own folly. Jofeph'a 
brethren argued juftly, when they faid, " We are verw 
* c ly guilty concerning our brother, v in that we faw 
c< the anguifh of his foul when he befought us, and 
* s we would not hear ; therefore hath this diftrefs 
." come upon us (<*)." In like manner, let us refleft 
trpon eur conduft, and we wiU fee that-wc have caufo 
with theorto fay that we have fuffered juftly, nay, 
that the punifhment is lefs than our miquity dc-» 
ferved. 

Befides, can we not perceive the wife and gracious 
defign of God in thofe pains with which he afflicta 
our bodies ? Sin.made its entrance by the fenfes into 
the foul. God therefore, in his infinite wifdom and 
mercy, expels it, the fame way* by which it came in, 
and makes the fame paffage the entrance for repenN 
ance. Pleafure deceives the finner ; and what can be 
more proper to undeceive him than pain ? Had wc 
been in thc fame diftrefs when we were fubjefted to 
femptation, how eafily had that temptation been re- 
fifted ? And furely this is fufRcient rcafon for our 
bearing affliftion, not only witli patience, fcut grati* 
tude. -•• 

Confider, farther, what the imputation of fin alonc. 
<:oft the Redeemer. He was in himfelf holy, harm* 
lefs, and undefiled. And let mt alk you,- Wcre any 
forjows Uke unto his forrQws, wherewith the Lord 

af tftci 

fa) G^. *\\\. ai. 
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afili£ted him in the day of his fierce anger ? Yet he 
bore all with the greateft refignation. " He was op- 
fC prefifed, yet he opened not his mouth. He waa 
" brought as a lamb to the flaughter ; and yct, as a 
" fheep before her fhearers is dumb, fo he opened . 
t% not his mouth." And fliall we, who, both by na- - 
ture and by pra&ice, are the children- ofc difooedi- - 
ence, complain, becaufe we receive fome temporal • 
corrc&ion from* our Father in heaven ? ■: Think o£ 
this, and then turn your impatience into indignation 
againft thofe fins which are the caufe of your fuffer- 
ing. AfHi&ions will fit eafy upon you, when once - 
you are freefrom the burden of fin. Saul, you may 
fuppofe, rejoiced more when he was bound in fetters* 
than when «his perfecuting zeal was carrying him to 
Damafcus» Remember, the way that leadeth to de». 
ftsu&ion is broad and,eafyi but theroad to your Fa- 
tlier's houfe is- through many trrbulations : and there- 
fore you fhould biefs the Lord, who, by your tempo- - 
ral fufFeringSy is caifing upon you to make fure of 
everlafting rcft i and let it be yoiir principal care to • 
cenverfe your bodily affli&ion into medicine, for-the-- 
hcalth of^your fouL< 

5*. Let us. attend, Fifthly, to the- apprehenGons of : 
approaching death. Sicknefs and pain are borne by 
many, who woukl flirink at the- thoughts ©f difTblu- - 
tion.. While there are any hopes of a recovery, they T 
have ftill fome comfort ; but, when thefe< are taken • 
away ;by unqueftionable fymptorns of a fatal diftem- - 
per, they .impioufty give way to anguifh and impa- - 
tience. Now, to correft this crimirval wcaknefsj give 
me leave to propofe to you a fewqueftions* II«we 
you no* always known that you~were to die ? Ha6 < 
not this -been the univerfal fate of mankind ? : Why ' 
then do yotrcomplain of what you knew- was to come * 
to pafe ? . Weuld any of yqu,: ifkft» to his -own 1 
ckoice, really wifh to live perpetually on this earth, . 
whcre there is nothing but a return of the fame pl,ea~ 
fares ? Would you not all wifh to attairvthe greateft : 
pufe&ion jo£ your exifteaice, to get xid oi eN«^ W - 

L- 3 j QUVX&taMe-^ 
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cumbrance that now mars the a&ivity of your foul 
;your bettcr part, your true felf ? And who is igno 
rant that the way to this liberty lies through the dari 
valley of death ; and that the prefent frame of hi 
body muft be broken down and diflblved, before i 
can be raifed a fpiritual and gloribus bpdy ? Ar 
ficknefs, pain, death, and oid age, preferabie to un 
interrupted health and perpetual youth ? Is the com 
pany of finful men to be compared with.the compan; 
of God, of Jefus Chrift, of angels, and the fpirits 
juft men made perfetSt ? Yet, who does not knom 
that this greafc and unfpeakable happinefs is only tc 
be enjoyed in a future ftate, after death has loofed 
the bonds thafunite us to this earth ? 

But fome of you, perhap6, are faying^. cc If wfi 
€i were certain that the change would be fo much to 
" our advantage, we could have no reafon to be un- 
cc eafy at the thoughts of death; but that is altogc- 
u ther uncertain : and the fearful profpeft of thc 
<f confequences of death make us tremble to think of 
44 th6 ; great alteration." God forbid that I fhould 
publifh a falfe peace to any of you. Perhaps your 
fears are better founded than you yourfelves imagine. 
The only advicc, then, that I can give you, is, to 
let your prefent fears inftantly pufh you on to their 
only cure. Repent of your fins, that brought death 
into the world. Betake yourfelves to Him, who 16 
the way, the truth, and the lifc 5 and then your fcars 
will be converted into the aflurance of falvation, and 
fervent defires of being for ever with the Lord. But 
if you have already attained to this happy aflurance, 
and if your reluftance proceeds from natural infirmi- 
ty, and a glopminefs 01 thought, to which you can- 
not give ia name ; let me advife yoij tocheck, as much 
as pofliWe, all defponding thou^hts, and banifh fhcm 
from your imagination. If faith and reafon unitc, ih 
telling you that death wiil introduce you to a far hap b 
pier fl;ate, and that you are abundantly fafe in thc 
. handsof the Redeemer; then, (liut your €yes againft 
thofc unknovrn cixcum&ances ttwtt uke advantege of 
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yo\ir weaknefs, and turn your thoughts to fom& fub- 
jeffc more adapted to ittcreafe your fatisfa£Hon and 
peace. " You Iook, perhaps,. on your decaying body ; 
but furely its joys and yours are not eflentially con- 
ne&ed. When the body is decayed in the grave, the 
foul fliall flourifli in immortal vigour. Let this fa£t 
then be prefent with your minds ; and efpecially let 
*me perfuade you to commit your paTting fouls to 
Chrift, and' pray for his grace to ftrengthen your faith, 
to enliven your hope, fo that you may depart in< . 
peace, -and be eternally with the Lord. 

I ihall now conclude with a few pra£Hcal direc- 
tions. 

i. It is neceflary to feek an intereft in the friend- 
fliip of God, by a cordial acceptance of the Iiord 
Jefus Chrift, the only Mediator between God and 
man. I begin here, becaufe, till this is done, all the 
ether dire&ions that I, or any man in the world, can 
.give, will prove ufelefs. Wicked men, through ftu- 
pidity, may bear adverfity with a feeming compofure ; 
but I do not hefitate to affirm* that no man can 
be refigned, who is not a Chriftian indeed : for it is 
impoflible that our minda can be formed to a rational 
fitbmiffion to the will of God, till once we are af- 
fured of his friendfhip •, till we are perfuaded that he 
means to bring us to happinefs at laft ; and that all 
hts proceedings are calculated to promcte this end. 
Now, the principal thing beifig thus fecured, having 
fled to Chrift for refuge j— it will be of ufe, 

2. To keep your eyes conftantly fixed upon God 
himfelf and to confider every ftroke of adverfity as of 
his appointment, whatever inftruments are ufed to 
bring it about. We are frequenfrly in danger of fret- 
ting againft our fellow-creatures for evils that beial 
us. But when we confider them only as inftrumcnts 
in the hand of God, we will fay, as David did to 
his men, when they wanted him to flay Shimei for 
curfing him, " Let him alone, lethim alone j it k 
? the Lord that hatb comraanded him. n 
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3-.We fliould lay our accbunt with changes, 
beware of ehtertaining the hopes of a long tra< 
uninterrupted profperity. Forefeen evils are e; 
borne ; but, when unprepared for them r we are 
dy to add to our own. diftrefs, and. to repine ai 
providence of God. 

4. Get your hearts wearted from all earthly er 
ments. Believe it, we* lay in a great ftore for fu 
trials, when we fufFer our hearts to grow too for 
any thing here below. It is good, therefore, to hea 
to the advice given us in the word of God, 
" weep, as if we wept not ; to rejoice, as if w< 
u joiced not^ to buy, as though we.poiTefTed 
<c and to ufe this world, as not abufing it ; foi 
"~fafhion thereof palTeth awayi" 

Laftly, Frequent prayeras an excellent mean, 
of attaining and improving this gractous difpofi 
To this the Spirit of God dire£ts us by the ap 
James, * l Is any among you affli&ed, let him pray 
By means of prayer, we difburden our hearts to ( 
and obtain thofe fupplies of grac£, which alone 
render us fuperior to all the troubles of Hfe* and 
able usto improve thcm to the glory of God, 
our owrt fpiritual advantage. 

Let us then be careful for -nothirig ; but in e 
thing, by prayer and fupplication, make our reqi 
known unto God. And thus the peace^of ( 
which palTeth all underftanding, will kcep our h< 
and minds, through Jefus Ghrift our Lord. . 
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P A R T I. 

Job. xiv. io.— Man dlith % and wnjttth anvay : )ta 9 man 
givttb up tht ghoji and whtrt. h ht f 



TH AT we muft all die, is a fa£k fo known and 
certain, that, at firft view, one would think 
no man needed to be reminded of, it. None are fo 
ignorarrt or vaift, as to promife themfelves an irnmor» 
taiity on earth ; and, however different their courfe 
and ftation of life may be, yet all expeft to be lodged 
at laft in thc houfe 01 mourning, inthe folitary grave;- 
for that, they know, is appointed for all men. . 

But although thia truth be obvious, and univerfal* 
% ly ackno^vjedged, yet the far greater part of mankintt 
feldom think of death; and much lefs frequently do 
they make thofe inftru&ive refle&ions on it, which 
* fubjeft of this iraportance fhould require. All of 
M% need a meriitor, to proclaim in our ears, with aa 
audible and awakening voice, " Remember, man, 
M that thou maft die." And the moft of us need to 
ktaught aad. dire&ed,. to what extettexiV. -^wjtfs* 

o\xc. 
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our meditations on this folemn and awful fubje£ 
fhould be improved. 

It is to affiii you in fuch refle&ionsj that I havecho 
fen this pafiage of fcripture ; " Man dieth, and waftetr 
*' away ; yea, man giveth up the ghoft, and when 
" is he ?" 

From the beginning of this chapter, to the ytfc 
verfe, Job gives us a lively and affe&ing view of the 
(hortnefs of life, and the miferies that replenifh it; 
In the ^th, 8th, and 9th verfes, he compares thc 
death of a man to the cutting down of a tree ; and 
fhews that the latter, in fome refpe&s, has the ad- 
vantage of the fornier. " For there is hope of a tree, 
" if it be cut down, that it will fprout again, and 
cc that the tender branch thereof will not ceafe. 
cl Though the root thereof wax old in the earth* 
iC and the ftock thereof die in the ground: yet> 
" through the fcent of water, it will bud, and bring 
li forth boughs like a plant. But man dieth, and 
u wafteth away •, yea, man giveth up the ghoit, and 
M where Is he ?" The rational foul, whenever it re- 
tires from the body, is too great, too noble a thingi 
to be recalled by any of the powers of Nature ; the 
fun ot the rain cannot affe& it; nor can it be refW- 
cd tp the body, except by the immediate operations 
of the Almighty. Man dieth, ,and man giveth up 
the ghoft. The firft word tranflated Man, fignifie^ 
in thc original language, a great and mighty maflj 
thc fecond, fignifies a poor or mean man ; plainly in^ 
timatjng, that fleath makes no dirtinttion ; that iten- 
ters into the palaces of the great, as well as the cot- 
tages.of the poor. TKe mighty cannot refift its force} 
thc treafures of the rich cannot bribe its delay ; theie 
is no difcharge in that war, neither fhall wickedneft 
deliver thofe that are given to it. 

" Man dieth." This is a general account of that great 

change we muft all undergo. The expreffion is awfui 

and iolemn ; an expreflion that fhoukl humble the 

pride of man, and hide vahity from . his eyes. It is 

suldcd, " be wafUthaway " ox, ^xkt^rotd may beren*» 
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" he is cut off." The original language allows it 
iken in both fenfes ; and thc meaning is, that 
rafte away, and decay gradually, through lan- 
g ficknefs and pain ; while others are fnatched 
1 a rnoment, perhaps 'in the vigour of their 
h, and the blopm of their years ; and, in both 
they are cut ofF from this world and all its en- 
its. It 16 fubjoined, " man giveth up the ghoft ;'* 
fome tranflate, c * his brcath departeth ;" his or- 
" life ceafe to operate ; and though it be true 
is happens when men dic, yet, there is a much 
mportant truth contained in thi$ expreffion. 
;iveth up the ghoft ;" that is, he giveth up, or 
lcrs his foul or fpirit, which is £he true , figni- 
1 of the word Ghoft, in fcripture : and this 
nts death to us in another light, namely, as it 
taration between the foul and the body. Theu 
\ that folemn queftion in the end of the verfe, 
where is he ?" By this queftion, Job does not 
: thatthe foul was annihilated by death ; for the 
expreffion, as we . have explaincd it, proves 
ltrary ; and he declarcs his belief in a future 
n many pafTages of this book. I3ut v/hen the 
, buried in the grave, and becomes thc food of 
:ion, who can tell what becomes of the foul ? 
> its flight into an invifible ^world ; and who 
ith any certainty, determine its fate there ? 
an pofitively fay, concerning this or that par- 
perfon ; where he is ? And indeed it is a ve- 
ul confideration to think where they are who 
iven.up the ghoft, and where we ourfelves fhail 
len we (hall go into eternity. 
words thus explained, reprefent death to us 
e points of view, each of them full of inftruc- 
nd infinitely importarit. ■ Firjl y As it cuts uS 
n the world, ami all its enjqyments : $ccopdly 3 
\ a feparation of the foul from thc body : and, . 
•, As it is the paflage to a new and unknown, 
Thefe I ftall endcavour to iliuftrate, and Jead, 
loughts to a praclical improveipaeut oi eacYv* 
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L IiCt us conGder death, as it cuts us ofFfrom 
world/and all its enjoyments. 

It is the conclufion of human life, which fhut 
fts tranfitory fcenes, and hurries the attors from 
ftage. As, in the midnight hour, an entire rfo 

Eut to the labour of the day, and all things feen 
e wrapt up in (ilence and t>bfcurity \ fo, when & 
hath overtaken us, all the adions and enjoymenti 
this life entircly ceafc ; all the momentary afl 
and pleafures of it are paft and gone for ever. ] 
more particularly, 

i. Death cuts ofF the mighty from their honoi 
* Man," fays the Pfalmift, " being in honi 
4t abideth not, but is like the beafts that peri 
w for when he dieth, he (hall cairry nothihg aw 
u his glory fhall not defcend after him, nor 
w honour into the grave." They that are rrow-i 
rounded with multitudes of guards and bttendai 
that command great armies and mighty icingdor 
m a little their honour ihall be laid in the duft : / 
when they come to this houfc appointed for all Kvi 
the meaneft of their fubje£ts fliall be on the famc 
yel. Honour and preferment make a great tioife 
the world. How many couit them ! How are tl 
envied, who poflef* a xiiftinguiflied rank among m< 
IIow many arts muft be pra£Ufed to acquire and f 
ferve it ! What importance do men aflume ! W 
homage do they expeft from all who crowd arofc 
them? And yet, ift a little timc, death will 
them in thc grave with the meaneft of the peoj 
No marks of their former power and greatnefs, \ 
pear in their ghaftly rematns ; but all lie down al 
ifi the duft, aifd become the food of corruption a 
of worms. The good ordcr, indeed, aml gove 
jnent of the world, require, that thofe who are 
poffeflion of honour,.ftiould be refpe&ed : but it <x 
ccrns them to rentember, that they will foon be « 
diftinguiflied ra the grave, and thehr duft mingle wi 
commoti duft. What, then, is hutnan greatnd 
A {hining meteor, a painted c\ox*A v irh\ch being ri 
ftd out otthe ground, wtt\iootvi^\w^^>x^ 
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teath cuts us off from the wealth and poflef- 
" this world : " Wife men die," fays the Pfal- 
: likewife the fool and the brutifti perfon pe- 

and leave their wealth to others." Meh rife 
y, and watch to a late hour j they are full of 

and care ; fome, that they may enlarge their 
ssi and others, that they may procure the ne- 
fupports of life : but, in a little, they muft go 

the filent grave, and whofe fliall thofe things 
fifhile the man of the world is employed with 
ateft anxiety in adding houfe to houfe, and 

field ; in preferving and increafing his ftores ; 
in a moment, puts an end to his hufy cares ; 
him from all his beloved treafures ; and he 
little before, was grafping at vaft pofleflions, 
ow take up for his manfion, a folitary cave in 
ft of the earth. Riches, acquired by the mofl 
rable means, are vain and unavailing to the 
ho lies at the ppint of death. If they are the 
?f oppreflion or of avarice, they are z heavy 

1 his confcience. 

)eath cuts us off from all thofe pleafures and 
nents of life, which are confined to the body, 
a fenfual nature. Thefe are fo delufive to ma- 
at their whole lives are fpent in the purfuit of 

The whole, or at leaft the greater part o£ 
ime, is confumed on finful pleafures^ or, at 
m vain and idle amufements. But death will 
ut an end to all thefe. The fons and daugh- 

pleafure may, for a while, indulge in carnal 
id pafs a few days, perhaps years, in diflipa- 
ad vanity ; nay, they may, with Solomon, ea- 
>urfue all the delights of the fons of men, and. 
thhold their hearts from any joy : But, in a 
and they know not how foon, their eyes wili 
*ed in darknefs, and nothing remain of their 
• pleafures, but the painful remembrance of 
guilt and folly. In a word, they may now 
Sbeir days in the excefs of mirth and riot ; \mt 
• M « 
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in a momcnt they go down to the gravc, and reft ih 
that dark and filent abode. " Thy pomp," fays the 
prophet Ifaiah, IC is brought down to the grave, and 
%t the noife of thy viols ; the worm is fpread under 
* c thee, and the worms cover thee." 

4.' Death cuts us off from our beft and deareft 
friends ; from our neareft and moft beloved relations. 
Friendfhip, when rightly placed, and founded in vir- 
tue, is one of the moft innocent and agreeable enjoy- 
ments of human life. It is that point, whcrc mutual 
confidence and mutual intercourfe are fully eftablifh- 
4ed ; and, whether it be founded on the fimilarity of 
temper and manners, or arife naturally from the con- 
ne£Uons of life, and the habits of giving and receiv- 
ing affiftance, it-fooths the heart of man, and pro- 
motes the amiablc feelings of human nature. But, 
vrhatever pleafure we now enjoy in the converfation 
or correfpondence of our friends, death will foon 
tcar us from their tcndereft embraces» and fend us 
to that place of folitude and darknefs, whcre, as He- 
'aekiab fays, we fhall behold man no more, with thc 
inhabitants of.the world. T he God of nature has im- 
planted, in the breafts of near relations, a tender lovc 
to.each other; as, that of hufbands aiul wives, of pa- 
T.cnts andchildren. But the inexorable hand of death 
brcaks afunder thefe nitural ties. It fnatches the be- 
loved wifc from the arms of her difconfolate huf- 
band, and tears the fmiling infant from the bofqtt 
of its weeping mother. How vain, then, how emp- 
ty and infufficient are our deareft comforft ! and what 
llttlc xeafon have we to fct our hearts upon them ! 

Laflly,. Death cuts us off from all the feafons of 
grace, and advantages we now enjoy. We havc ma- 
ny precious opportunities put into our hands j our lot 
is caft ip an agc of light and knowledge ; we arc 
planted in the courts of the Lord, and undcr thc 
dews of hcaven. But dcath will foon put an endto 
aH tjiofc advantages. Our day of grace cannot bc 

lengthcncJ 
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lengthened beyond the limits of our natural life. 
Death wiH foon put to filence the moft faithful preach- 
ers, or ftop your ears from hearing the joyful found 
of the gofpel. There are no offers of mer.cy ; no ten- 
ders of life and falvation, beyond the grave. As foon 
as you enter the filent houfe, your place is Hxed for 
eternity ; you muft then hear, and read, and pray no 
more. Your employment, then, is rapturous praife, 
or unceafmg and unavailing lamentation. 

Thus, I have endeavoured to give you a view of 
death, as it cuts us off from the world and all its en- 
joyments. • Let us now attend to the improvement 
we ought to make of thefe ohfervations. 

1. Thcy ihould teach us not to fet too high a value* 
on the honours, and riches, and pleafures of this life. 
Wife men efteem thofe things moft, which are moft 
lafting and permanent. But there is nothing in this. 
world lafting and permanent. The world, and the 
fafbion of it, pafs away, God indeed allows us to 
value the things of this world ; but ftill in fubordina- 
,tion to himfclf, and the concerns of his glory* Let 
us never, then, prefer the vanities which perifh, to 
the intercft of our fouls ; or lay them in the balance 
with the things of eternity. Again, 
* 2. From this fubjeft, we fliould learn, not to al- 
low our thoughrs and our time to be too much occu- 
pied with the enjoyments of this world. What our 
Saviour fays concerningihe neceffaries of life, may* 
with equal juftice, be applied to the fuperfluities of 
it. " Take no thought for your life, what ye fhall 
M eat, or what ye iliall drink; or for your body, whaf 
" ye iliall put on. Is not the lue more than meat*. 
cc and the body than raimcnt i" It is indeed afto- 
rri&ing, to fee how bufy, how anxious, how indefa- 
tigable fome mcn are iu heaping up the wealth of 
this world ; others, in grafping at irs honours ; andL 
not a iew, in projecting the gratification of fcnfuar^ 
appetites alone. One would bc* apt to tliink, they 
M 2 <&k 
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did not at all bclieve in their feparation from thofe cn- 
joyments. But, how foon will death fprcad darknefs 
over the vifionary fcene, and demonitrate the folly of 
their imaginary profpects ! 

3. This fubje£t fhould teach us to be moderate in 
the enjoyment of thofe bleflings which God, in his 
providence, has been pleafed to allow us. Thofe who 
are profecuting an important journey, do not flop to 
examine every beautiful profpeft, nor load themfelves 
with any thing which will retard their progrefs, and 
be ufelcfs at the end of it. Our exiitence in this 
world, is a journey from earth to heaven. The true 
Chriftian is crucified to the woild, and the world to 
him. You muit difengr.ge your hearts not only from 
the finful pleafurcs, but fiom the lawful enjoyments 
of this lire. Ahhough you have enlarged your barns, 
and muhiplied your pofieflions ; though you havc 
amafled more wealth thanyou can employ, and are 
eager in the purfuit of many pleafures ; yet, carry thia 
refleclion along with you, that this very night thy 
foul may be required of thee. Happy, indeed, is 
the man, happy the Chriftian, who can fay, when 
the fummons of removal is put into his hands : " Fare- 
t( well, vain world ; I leave thee with pcacc, and rc- 
<c fignation of mind. Though I have lived in thec, I 
u never placed my happinefs in any thihg thou couldft 
ct afford; and now I can caft thee.ofT with as grcat 
u eafe, as a man does his garmcnt when hc lies down 
" to flecp." 

Lajlly 9 Since death cuts us orT from this world and 
all ita enjoyments, lct us, while we poflefs them, 
make them fubfervient to the glory of God, and the 
cverlafting intereft of our fouls in a future worldt 
If God has given you more honour than others, em- 
ploy it in advancing religion, in encouraging piety § 
and, in another world, God will put upon you more 
abundant honour. . If he has added wealth to your 
cup of blefling, relreve your brethren in diftrefs. 
Caft your brcad upon the waters, and you Ihall find 

it 
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it after many days ; for he that hath pity on the poor» 
lendeth to the Lord. In a word, whatfoever your 
hand findeth to do, for the glory of God, and tlie 
good of others, do it with all your might ; for there 
u no work,- nor device, nor. wifdom, nor knowledge 
in tlic grave> whither wc are all haitening. 
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SERMON XI. - 

BEATH THE SEPARATION OF THE $OUh 
FROM THE BOBY. 



P A R T II. 

Job xiv* io. — Man dieth, and nuajleth anoy ; yea, matr 
giveth up the ghoftj and wbere is he ? 



TT^EATH is juftly ftyled the King of Terrors. 

1 3 There is a natural fear of death in every 
living creature. Even thofe which want reaforr, and 
the death of which puts an end to their exiftence* 
have a ftrong averfion to dhTolution. Inftin£t teaches 
the beafts to fly from it. But there is far greatef 
reafon for mankind, who are endowed with immor- 
tal fouls, to be afraid of death : for it does not pufr 
an end to their being, as it does in the Cafe of brutefc» 
it only changes the manner of their exiftence. Thk 
horrpr of death is fo deeply rooted in the humaft 
mind, that the greater part of men would rathet 
choofe to continue a life of povejrty and want, of 
ficknefs and pain, than dcfire its terniination. There 
h fomething to terrible in the apprehenfion of deathi 
that nature recoils, and ftarts back at the thought* 
The profpeft of diflblution faggefts to the mind 
jenany important refle&ions. We are not only.cutaff 
&om, zll our deareft enjo^tattvts, hut we are fep** 

x£s& 
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rated fronv a part of ourfelves ; and, what remains, 
muft iaunch ouc into a new and unknown (late. 

II. This feparation of the foul from the body U 
the fecond view of death which the text gives us ; — 
" Yea, man giveth up the ghoft." 

I will not take up your time in demonftrating, that 
there is a principle in man diftinft from tlie body, 
and endowed with nobler powers. This fadl was ac- 
knowledged by the Heathens ; it is capable of being 
proved by reafon ; it is confirined by experience ; and 
it is put beyond all queftion by the fcriptures of 
truth. I have only to explain the view of death hcre 
given us. 

It is the diflblution,of that union which fubfifts be- 
tween the foul and body. It unties the knot, fo 
to fpeak, on which our prefent animal life depends. 
We have no reafon to think, indeed, that the effen- 
tial life of our nobler part is hereby extinguifhed \ 
nay, we.have the cleafeft proof to the contrary. The 
fcul is an immortal principlc, that never dies. That 
diviner breath does not expire when the breath of our 
noftrils goes forth- Yet, if we confidcr human na- 
ture, as it is now compounded of foul and body, 
dcath may, in fome fenfe, be accounted the deftruc- 
tion of it, as it reduces ali that is vifible of man to 
deplorable ruins. It tears down our carthly tabcr- 
nacJes, curioufly framed by infinite wifdom ; and ren- 
ders them unfit for the rational foul to lodge and aft 
in any more. And now, that perfon, whom we be- 
kcld a little before fo vigorous and a&ive, fo full of 
bufy thoughts and reftlefe ambition, becomes to our 
»iew an inanimated lump, devoid of fenfe and of mo- - 
tion. That body, which was fo exa&ly proportion- 
td in all its parts, fo fondly cherifhed, and which oc- 
tupied fo much of our attention, is now left a hi- 
4eou» and ghaftly fpe&acle, and fo offenfive, that we 
treobliged to hide it from-the eyes of the living, and 
commit it to the <:old and filent grave. Such is the 
tifible cantempt that death pours upon Twxwrcfc tte- 
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ture •, fuch thc dark and black cloud, it draws oye: 
all its beauty and its glory. " If I wait," fays Job 
" the grave is my houfe ; I have made my bed in tht 
" darknefs ; I have faid to corruption, Thou art mj 
€€ father ; to the worm, Thou art my mother, and 
" my fifter. Then doe3 the duft return to the eartl: 
" as it was, and the fpirit returns to God who gave 
" it." 

I acknowledge, indeed, that we are not able to 
fhow how the vital union is diflalved by death, and 
the unwelcome feparation made. None of thofe num- 
berlefs fpirits, that have been diflodged from the bo- 
dy, ever. came to inform us what it is to die : only* 
from daily experience, we know, that death, in its 
near. approaches, ofters confrderable violence to our 
nature } and this union is feldom diilblved without 
fharp and violent conflicts. Hence we fo often read 
and hear of the pangs of death ; and hence, when 
w6 attend the beds of our dying friends, what deep- 
groans have we not fometimes heard ! What painfui 
ftruggles, when the fummons of removal was put in- 
to their hands, and the foul, as it wcrc, torn fronv 
its intimate companion ! In fome few, indeed, the 
fpark of life does almoft infenfibly expire, like a taper* 
whofe light goes gently out. But there are innumc- 
rable other inftances, which give death a /rightful 
afpecb even to good men themfelves, and reprefent 
him as the king of terrors. Hear to this purpofe Her 
zekiaVs mournful complaint. " He wiil cut me off 
i€ with pining ficknefs , from day, even.tp night, 
i€ wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned . tiU 
" morning, that, as a lion* fo will he break all mf 
i€ bones(a)" _ ■ 

*. Such, then, is dcath, when we view. it in itfdf f 
as a feparation of the foul from the body. Such b 
the difmal ruin it brings upon our meaner part : and r 
with refpeft to the foul, it is its laft farewell to thia 
world, never again to return to the, low purfuits of 
an animal life. "-For, as the cloud is confumed, 
" and vanifheth away, fo, he that goeth down to 

« tte 

(a) Ifa. xxxv n\. ix, i^. 
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<c the grave, fhall come up no more : He fliall re« 
" turn no more to his houfe, neijher fliall his placc 
" know him any more." 

I fhail now fuggeft a few pra&ical refleftions on 
this fecond view.of death. 

What humble fentiments fliould we entertain of 
ourfelves, when we confider, that, in a few years, we 
(hall be laid in thc grave ! How effe&ually fliould 
this hide pride from our eyes ! What has man to 
fofter pride, who carries about with- him fuch argu- 
mcnts and motives to hiimility ? Should he boaft of 
his noble blood, and dignified anceftors, who may 
fay to cbrruptioh, Thou art my father ? Why 
fhould any glory in the beauty and ftrength of their 
bodies, when, in a very little time, they v?ill be de- 
feced by the hand of death, and jeramble into duft ? 
11 Their beauty," fay3 the Pfaknift, « fliall confumc 
€< in the grave from their ^^6111^^." In the grave, 
thgre is no diftinftion between the remains of a 
prince, and the afhes of a pekfant. The rich and the 
poor, the ignorant and the lcarned, the proud and 
the humblc, cnemies and friencls, lie down together. 
Let thefe refle£tions, by the bleffing of God, cure us 
of pride and ambition. 

Again : This fubje& fhould teach us, not to be over- 
folicitous about the concerns of the body. Many 
take more care of the tottering houfe, which is rea- 
dy every moment to moulder into duft, than of the 
precious and immortal being which inhabits it. How 
often do thcfe queftions, What fhall I eat ? what fhall 
Idrink? and wherewithal fhall I be clothed ? fuperfede 
another, of infinitely more importance ; What fhall I 
do to be faved ? We are anxioufly concerned to keep 
np tlic battered cottage, while yet the valuable inha- 
bttant is left to bleed to death of his wounds, un- 
hceded and difregarded. We care for the body, 
whfch, in a little, we muft put off by death 5 and wc 
negleft the eternal happinefs of our immortal and 
bcttcr gart. This is juft as if a man ftiouXdi xaka 
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care to prefexve his garments, while he took none t< 
fave his life : or, as if he fhould be very folicitous t( 
fecure the cafket, while the jewel is caft away. O 
that we would feriouiiy reflect on the unaccountabh 
madnefs and folly we are guilty of, ixi chiefly carinj 
for the body, which fhall foon be thrown afide as an 
nfelefs lump, and difregarding the foul, thc only 
part of us which (hall then furvive ! - T his is an in- 
ftance of ftupidity or madnefs, which no words are 
fufficient to exjprefs, nor tears to deplore. 

Another thing we may learn from this view of 
death, is the ineftimable dignity and worth of the 
foul. It continues to exift, unextinguiftied, afterthc 
feparation from the body. Hence fhe apoftle . Paul, 
fpeaking of his own death, calls it the time of hi« 
departure; and, in the text, it is reprefented as a 
giving up the ghoft or fpirit. The body, indeed, i$ 
reduced to its firft principtes ; but the foul, being un- 
compounded, a thinking fpiritual fubftance, cannot 
fuffer diflblution. " The duft returns to the eyth 
u as it was; but the fpirit returns to God who garc 
u it." There is no argument more effe&ual to iii* 
fpire us with a true fenfe of religion, than a juft efti* 
mation of the dignity and worth of th£ foul ; and 
there is no pcriod of the fours duration, wbich placet 
this in fo ftrong a light, as the period of Its fepara- 
tion from the body. The beautiful ftruflure ot thc 
body is tKen taken to pieces 5 its animal life and pow* 
cts expire ; it crumbles into duft, and is preyed up* 
on by the vileft reptiles : But the foul, remains un- 
fliaken, and unhurt ; all the attacks of thc king ol 
terrors cannot dcftroy it ; and the only effe& that 
death has, is to make it change its habitation. And 
therefore, 

In the lafl place, this ftiows us, that our cbief 
care, and moft ferious thoughts ; our moft preciou* 
jnoments, and greateft application ; fhould be effl- 
ployed about our heaven-born and irumortal fouk 
Since we all acknowledge, that the foul is in,finitety 
inore raluabJe than the bodv^ tetusthink of beauttfjf- 
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d adorning it. This is an exercife worthy of 
nal being. Now, the foul is adorned byknow- 
efpecially of divine things. Let us therefore 
to know Gqd, the perfe&ion of beauty and 
Let us contemplate his works^ let us medi- 
1 his word 5 and, chiefly, let us ftudy to know 
3, in Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf : 
this is life eternal, to know Thee, the only 
: God, and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. 
be our principal concern to attain that know- 
3f God, and of divine things, which warms 
:art, which enli^htens the mind, and which 
ibroad its enlivemng influence on the temper 
e. 

the foul is adorned alfo by holy and pious dif- 
ns ; for thefe are the image of God, after 
it was at firft created. Let us therefore en- 
lr, through grace, to have this image, which 
s in a great meafure efFaced, reftored to our 
our wills conformed to the. will of God, 
>ur afFeftions^ placed on noble and fublime 
s, that fo the graces of the Spirit may a- 
. in us, and the Holy Ghoff, the Comforter, 
in our fouls. If this be your ferious concern, 
j fanftifying change is wrought in you by re- 
ig grace, and your fouls made thereby Hke to 
n holinefs •, when they come to leave the body, 
hall not be found naked nor unfurnifhed, nor 
JFor that ftate of glory and bjeffednefs, in which 
they can be completely, and for ever happy. 
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SERMON XII. 

fcEATH THE EltTRANCfi INTO AN UNTR 
STAT£. 



P A R T III. 

Job xiv.* io. — M&n dietb, and ivafteth aivay ; 
man givetb.up the ghoft^ and ivbere is he ? 

-T Now proceed to the thirdview of death wl 

J[ the text gives us ; namely, that the i 
on its feparation from the body, enters into a ; 
and unknown ftate. 

THe foul is neither reduced to nothing by dt 
nor is it condemned to a ftate of infenfibility, 
the refurre£tion. This laft opinion, indeed, is ^ 
fome have foolifhly maintained 5 but, both reafon 
fcripture, demonftrate the contrary. The very nat 
and eflential qualities of the human foul, requir< 
to believe, that a being, whofe powers are cxerte 
thinking, can never ceafe to think, wlthout ceafir 
be. To deprive it of thought, is to deprive it of 
iftence 5 and to pretend that the foul cannot ac~t v 
out the body, and therefore, when in a ftate of f 
ration, that it is reduced to infenfibility, is falf 
ia& ; for we find, that, in a ftate 'of union, tl 
are feveral of the foul^s operations, fuch as, refle£ 
cn its own nature and powcrs> and on fpiritual 

4v 
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livinc things, which have no dependence on its con- 
teftion with the body. How muchmore, then, will 
t be capable of high exertion, in a ftate of feparate 
xiftence ? This is fo much a fa£fc, that it is more 
iicult to conceive how a fpirit aft» in conjunction 
vith matter, than how it can acl: of itfelf. 
But the vanity and falfehood of this opinion, of 
he fouPs infenfibility till the general refurre&ion, 
irill appear beyond all contradi&ion, if we confider, 
hat it is direclly contrary to feveral paffages of fcrip- 
ure. " Bleffed are the dead," faid the voice from 
leaven, " that die in the Lord, from henceforth ;" 
hat is, from the time of their death. Our Sa- 
iour faid to the penitent thief on the crofs, " Thi» 

* day thou fhalt be with me in paradife." The a- 
>oftle Paul declares his fuil affurance, that, when ab- 
ent from the body, he would be prefent with the 
-ord: And, in another place, he expreffes his belief in 
he fame opinion, " I am in a ftrairbetween two, hav- 

* ing a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, which 
( is far better («)." Hence, alfo, we «read of the fpirits 
i juft men made perfecl:, which are already with Je- 
iis, the Mediator of the new covenant, and of multi- 
ades of faints furrounding thc throne of God and 
ic Lamb, together with the holy angels, uniting in 
«ir. fdngs of praife \ while time is running on, aud 
ie difpenfations of Providencc towards our world, 
cworking their way to the confummation of all 
ings. 

Thus, it evidcntly appcars, both from fcripture and 
afon, that *he foul, on its feparation from the bo- 
', is not reduced to a ftate of flee£ or infenfibility ; 
it that it entcrs into a new and unknown world. 
becomes not only an une/nbodied and feparate fpi- 
:, difentangled from the incumbrance of an earthly 
bemacle, but it enters on a new fccne of life, 
hcre its fpiritual powers are awakened to greater 
gour and a&ivity. But; more particularly, 

N i. Th« 
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l. The foul, on its feparation from the body, re- 
moves to a new place. It paifes from the narrow 
current of time, and launches into the untried and 
boundlefs ocean of etemity. It leaves this unfubftan- 
lial tabemacle of clay, together with this narrow fpot 
of carth, and takes its flight into thofe vaftly extend- 
-ed dominions, over which He prefides, who has the 
keys of hell and of death. It removes from this 
earth, and enters into the upper or lower regions of 
the vaft invifible world ; for, no fooner is the divid- 
ing ftroke given by death, and the parting ftruggle 
over, than, on the one hand, the fouls of the righte- 
ous afcend into the manfions of ineflable light and 
glory ; while, on the other hand, the fouls of the 
wicked, are driven away by evil angels, as execution- 
crs of the divine wratli, to that place of endlefs tor- 
roent and mifery prepared for them, and there to 
be refervedLto the judgment of the great day. 

2. The foul, on its feparation from the body, en- 
ters into new fociety and converfation, It has no 
longer the body, aud fenfruie objrcls, to conveife 
•with ; its connection with thefe*, bcing c|iiToIved by 
deatb. It removes to the world of fpirits ; with the 
jnanner of whofe intercourfe, it is wholly unacquaint- 
cd. It is eafy to believe, at the fame time,,that it is 
within the limits of almighty power, to eftablifh a 
medium of communication between one intelligent 
being and anather, in every poflible mode of thei? 
cxiftence. Our conjeciures on this fubjeft, muft," 
from the darknefs which covers futurity, be vague 
and uncertain ; but our prefent manner of communi- 
eation, the flovv of reafon through a material chan- 
jiel, is a proof of the facl ; arid, to unembodied fpi- 
lits, unacquatnted with man, it would appear a ftill 
more doubtful point, and they would be more at a 
lofs to conje&ure, in what manner the grofs fub- 
ftance of our bodies could be employed for the puf* 
j>ofes of reafonable communication. The foul» tben, 
when it takes its flight from the body, muft affbciate 
ekher vttith good angels, and tta fjvcita of juft men 
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made perfeft 5 or with devils, and the fpirits of the 
iamned- If it be redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb, and prepared for glory, it joins the church of 
:he Firft-born 011 high, and fhares with them in their 
>lifsful communion ; but if itleaves the body, unpar- 
3oned, and unfan&ified, it is thruft down to the mi- 
ferable-fociety of wicked and infernal fpirits, where? 
:here is nothing but weeping and wailing, and tor- 
Qient and deftru&ion, from the prefence of the Lord> 
for ever. 

3. The foul, at death, enters on new employ- 
ment of its aftive powers. In the prefent ftate, our 
inquiries are chiefly direfted to material obje&s* 
We contemplate the perfe&ions of God in the works> 
Df his hand, in the efTe&s of infinite wifdom, and ia 
the araaaing produ&ions of almighty power. But 
wc fee in^part, and we know only in part. We are* 
is it were, confined in a dungeon, where, from » 
fmall opening, we behoid the beauties of nature. 
Qur fituation in this world, fixes us down to local 
and felfifli confiderations. Our point of reafoning is 
fo narrow, that we can come tp very few generaL 
conclufions. The operations of nature and provi- 
dence are partly expofed to our view ; but the amaz- 
tng fources of love and confolation, the general plans 
rf wifdom and gradual perfeftion, lie beyond our ob- 
fervation. However keen we are to pry into a future 
(late, in whatever anxious manner we endeavour tr> 
look forward, there is a vail of impenetrable obfcu- 
rity which iuterrupts the profpect. This vail- is re- 
moved by death. Thofe who are holy and prepared, 
no fooner leave tlie body, than they are delightfully 
employed in the incefTant praifes of God and of th& 
Lamb, and in whatever unknown exercifes may be 
affigned them, agreeable to their nature, and of 
the moft noble and exaiced kind. But, how dirferent 
the employment of the unfan£tified foul, when dif— 
lodged from the body ! For, then, it refle£ts, with un- 
availing gricf, and inceflant felf-condemnaiion, on ita- 
own folly and madnefs, while it wa% itv tka^oxVis "v*. 
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mourns under the dreadful feeling of its miferj 
and looksJbrward, with hiorror and defpair, to tho 
endlefs torments which it is doomed to fuffer. 

Lqfllyy The ftate, on which the foul enters 
death, is unchangeable and everlafting. There is i 
alteration in its condition after its feparation frohi tl 
body ; as the tree falls, fo it (hall lie : no repentam 
for the wicked after death \ no retrieving of the 
folly \ no accefs to the mercy of God, who then b 
comes their unrelenting and inexorable foe. An 
with refpeft to the righteous, there is no falling fro 
the pofleffion of that happinefs to which they are a 
mitted by death. The promife of God can nev 
fail ; and the inheritance which they receive, is inco 
ruptible, and fadeth not away. Death, in fhort, i: 
troduccg the foul mto an eternity of hapjfmefs or ir 
fcry, wWch, when millions of ages have elapfe 
will be ftili to begin. 

Thefe are the refle&ions which (hould occur 
the mind, in confidering death as the paffage of tl 
foul to an unknown and eternal ftate. 

And now, my brethren, is it not an awful and f 
lemn thing, to die ? The obvious fuggeftions of re; 
fon and experience concerning it, do indeed fho 
death to be a great and important change. If vi 
only confider it a&ja diffolution of this mortal frame 
if we only regard It as cutting us off from the worl 
and all its enjoyments \ as putting an end to all oj 
feaibns of grace, and opportunities of fervice ; ev( 
this view of death makcs ita matter of infinite \t 
portance, and deferving of ferious refieclion. B 
when we look forward, and obferve the vaft conf 
quences of death, in that inyifible world to which 
is the paffage and the entrancey this gives it a f 
more terribie afpecfc, and fhould cffe&uaily convin» 
us how folemn a thing it is to die. With what fei 
ous concern then fhould we think of our laft m< 
ments, wlien our fouls muft lea^ the habitation • 
dutt, and take up their.evexUtm^^bode^ either 
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the heavenly paradife above, or in the place of per- 
petual torment ? What fdea have youformed of air 
invifible world ? Whither does your conception lead 
you, when you reflecl on deftru£Hon from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and on his favour, which is life ? 
Eternity lies bcfore you, and you are haftening for> 
wards. What exemption do you chim from the do- 
minion of the grave, and the ftroke of the king of 
terrors ? What is your opinion of an eternal world ? 
We furely are not laying before you things doubtfuL 
in their hTue, or uncertiin in tfreir operation. Since^ 
the creation of the world, vanity is written on the 
pri.de of man ; ahd his ftrength, and glory, and beau- 
ty, havc been laid in the duft. 

Let us therefore frequently and ferioufly meditate 

ondeath. Without being ?ll our lifetime fubje£t txr 

bondage, feeing we have a iure foundation of hop.e, 

let every ordinary occurrence, every revolution of 

feafon, and' every change of circumftance, bring to 

our mind, that, in a fhort time, we muft put ofF this 

tabernacle of the body, and lay it down in the grave. 

When we lie down to fleep, let us meditate on fleep 

asthe imagejof death, and remember, that, in a few 

days, we muft fleep in a bed of duft. When we 

awake, perhaps this may be thc laft morning we 

fhall enjoy before that of the refurre£Hon. Thus, even 

thie moft common and ordinary a&ions of our lives 

may be improved to remind us of death ; nay, almoft. 

cycry thing around us, and cvery condition of life in 

which we are placed, fhould lead us to the farae>; 

pious meditations. 

Whcn you behold the flowers of the field, youi 
fhould think with the prophet, that all flefh is grafs, , 
and the goodlinefs thereof as the flower of the field : 
in the morning, it flourifheth and groweth up ; % in the 
evcning, it is cut.down,, and withereth'. Man is as 
vanity ; ,his days are as a fliadow that pafleth away. 
Man's life is as the wind ; a wind that paflcth away, 
and CQraeth not again. When you.look up to the 
heavenv a°^ hehold their bcautyuud xJasrc ^w\v 
N 3 cov&iw 
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warfare and combat, of labour and fuffering, will 
foon be over. Let us be careful to fill it up with all 
that fruitful fervice, which will render our great and 
final account comfortable. In a word, let us Hve to 
Chrift ; and then, to die, will be our unfpeakableand 
• everlafting gain. The hour of death is the hour of 
triumph to the; Chriftian. In the valley and (liado^ 
of it, ithe rod and the ftaff of the Aimighty, fup- 
port him. . When his heart and his flefh fail witbin 
him, God is the ftrength of his heart, . and his $pr- 
tion for ever. 



SEIU 



ti> 



SERMON XHI. 

THE GROUNDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT UNDE£ 
AFFLICTION STATED. 



I SAMVfiL xxx. 6. 
But David encouragtd hhnfelf in the Lord his God. 



THERE is nothing that diftinguifhes the righte- 
ous and the wicked more plainlyfrom one an- 
^tber, than the means by which they fupport them- 
fclves in affii&ion, and the methods they take to ob- 
-ain relief. Wicked men, under the preflure of dif- 
"refs, fly to every worldry objecl:, which, they think, 
Jan adminifter the leaft alleviation of their pain. For- 
aking the Fountain ,of living waters, they hew out 
or themfelves cifterns, broken cifterns, that can hold 
10 water. Thus^ Saul, in one of the moft diftrefs- 
ng fituations of his life, applied for relief to a wo- 
"nan who had a familiar fpirit : and, in like manner, 
«hen Ahaz, one of his fucceflbrs in the throne, 
ound hiriifdf too weak for his enemies, he flrft court- 
"«l the aid of the Affyrians ; but being difappointed 
from that quarter, he facrificed to the gods of Da- 
flafcus, and faid, " Becaufe tne gods of the king of 
" Syria help them, therefore will I facvifice to them, 
:t that they may hclp me alfo." And thus it is with 
*H men of unlanHiBed hearts. They ^o otv^ fceotfc. 

QTV& 
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one refuge of lies to another, cncompafling them- 
felves with fparks of their own kindling, and prefer- 
ring tlie aid of idols to that of the living God. In v 
this manner they deceive themfelves for a feafon. A$ :i 
long as they have any thing likea foundation of hope, x 
thcy endcr.vour to keep their hcads above the floodj ' 
bur, when they feel no bottom, when the props on 
which they ftayed themfelves glide away, their 
llrcngth fails, their hearts die within them, and they 
fink as lcad in the mighty waters. 

Whereas, when the righteous, the people of God, 
are in any trouble or affii&ion, their refuge is on high. 
They lirt up their hearts, with their hands, to God 
in the heavens. How amiable and becoming wasthe 
conduck of Job ! When the Lord was fmiting, he 
was praying \ and, whcn repeated tidings were brought • _ 
him of the lofs of his children, and of all his world^ 
ly fubllance, in pious fubmiffion he bowed to the 
ground, and worfhipped. When Jehofhaphat was 
attacked at once by the enemies 01 Moab and Am- f" 
mon, we bchold him ftanding before all the congrt- 
gation in the houfe of the Lord, and thus addremng 
thc God of heaven : c< O Lord, our Go4, we hatf 
u no might agaiuft this great company that cometh 
€< againft us, neither know we what to do; butour 
<€ eycs arc upon Thee." Does the fig-tree ceafe to 
bloifom, and is thcre no fruit in the vine ? Though 
the lubour of the olive fail, and there be no herd in 
the ftall ; yea, though the earth be removed, and thc 
mountains carried into the midft of the fea : the chil- 
drcn of God can look abovc and beyond this univer- 
fal defohtion, and join the prophet in thefe exprct > 
fions of coniidcnce, " I will icjoice in the Lord, and 
i€ joy iti thc God of my f.ilvation." 

And fuch was the condutt of David, in the paf- 
fage of fcripture which we have juil now read. His 
afilklion, indecd, was great ; his enemies had plun- 
dered and burncd the city, in which his own familfi 
and the familics of his friends, refided. Their wives 
childrca were carricd iuto captivity ; and, to com- 
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* diftrefs, thcy fpafce of ftoning him, as the 
all their calamities. But>, oblefve to what re- 
fled ; he encouraged himfelf in the Lord hif 
>nd if the Lord be our God, whatever danger 
fs we are in, we alfo have the fame fource of 
:on. But, as I would not give falfe hopes to 
fpeak peace, when there is no peace, I muft 
ferve to you, that none, but fuch as ftand in 
ition to God, are capable of enjoying this ad- 
Prefumptuous and obftinate (inners can 
tercife a rational hope and truft in God ; be- 
rery part of his word fpeaks terrible things 
them. In the ^th Pfalm, there is an awful 
ing to this purpofe : " God is angry with the 
:d every day. He hath bent his bow, and 
it ready : he hath alfo prepared for them thc 
iments of death." They may, indeed, pre- 
3r a tim£ ; they may flatter themfelves with 
es of impunity : but, their truft will at length 
s the fpider's web, and their hope as the giv- 
>f the ghoft. Whereas, they who are related 
Lord, as their God, \iho have embraced the 
F his mercy, and arc reconciled to him through 
:h of his Son, may, without any prefumption, 
▼ery privilege of which David was pouefled, 
ld upon as firm ground as he did, when they 
ge themfelves in theLord their (Jod. 
ifcourfing further oli this comfortable fubje&, 
ndeavour, through divine aififtance, Firjt, To 
it to you fome of thofe encouragements, which 
■»el-covenant hoids forthto the people of God 
s of afflifction; Stcondly, To fhow you upon 
>lid -grounds they may truft in him for thefe 
igements; and then conclude with a fhort 
i improvement oi the fubjedt. 

begin, then, with pointing out to you fome 
fe encourageraents, which the golpel-cove- 
lda forth to tixe pcopte of God in timcs of af- 

1« Kx& 
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i. And the firft I fhall mention, is God's gracious 
prefence with them in all their diftrefles. And, what 
a reviving confolation is this ! The prefence of God 
with his people, difpels all the clouds pf affli&ion and 
forrow, as the fun fcatters thc fogs of the morning; 
it compofes the mind, and iills it with confidencc 
t and joy. In what a high ftrain does David fpeak of 
itj in the 2^d Pfalm ! €€ Though I walk," fays he, 
€i through the dark valley and fhadow of death, I 
u will fear no evil, for thou art with me" Some»- 
times, indeed, the children of Gbd make unwarrant- 
able refleftions on the diftrefles with which they are 
vifited. They are tempted to fay, as Gideon did, 
* c If God be with us, why doth all this evil befal 
€i us ?" But it is not becaufe the Lord hath forfaken 
them, that he deals with them in this manner ; it is 
for the chaftifement of their offences : and, when he 
does fo, h,e afts the part of a father and a friend. 
« Whom the Lord loveth," .fays the apoftle, tt hc 
€i chafteneth, and fcourgeth eyery fon whom he r&- 
€€ ceiveth, If ye endure chaftening, God dealeth with 
€i you as with fons ; for what fon is he whom the 
€€ Father chafteneth not (a) ?" Nay, afHi&ion is fo 
far from being a mark of God's forfaking his people, 
that he is never more graciouily prefent with them, 
than when they are afHi&ed. Thus, he was with 
Daniel in the lion's den ; thus alfo with {^hadrach, 
Mefhech, and Abednego, when they were caft into 
the burning fiery furnace ; when this confeflion was 
extorted from the trembling king of Babylon, €€ Did 
€€ we not caft three men bound into the fire ? and 
u Ib, I fee four men, loofe, walking in the midft irf 
u the flames ; and the form of the fourth is as the 
u Son of God." In like manner, the Lord is ftill 
prefent with his children, when they are nnder the. 
rod. He not only, as a wife and lovihg parent^ cor- 
re£ts them for their faults ; but he mortifies their re- 
maining corruptions, improvea their graces, and 
fometimes gives them fuch cxperieace of divine 

fupport 
( a) Hc^ 1», 
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fupport and confoktion in the day of arfli&ion, ae 
prcvents them ffom defoondency durine every period 
of their future liyes- This is one of tne diftinguifli- 
ing parts, if I may be allowed the expreflion, of Je- 
hovah's chara&er. He is the Comforter of the affli£t- 
ed, and raifeth up them that are bowed down. The 
world, indeed, fmiles upon the profperous, while it 
frequentty difregards thc miferable and unfortunate. 
But the ways of God ate not as our ways. Inftead 
of keeping at a diftance in the dark and cloudy day, 
his everlafting arms are then around them. The 
light of his countenance often difpels the darkeit 
gloom, and elevates the heart which the world would 
rieprefs. In a word, he lifteth up the hands whicli 
hang down, and givcth grace to help in every time 
of need. 

2. If the Lord fee our God, then, all our afHi&ions 
ate bleifings^ atid inftead of hurting us, they will 
iflue in our greater good. The moft dreadful part of 
any trouble,. is the apprehenflon of God's difpleafure, 
which it feems to indicate. Let that apprehenfion bc 
removed, and, to a Chriftian, the affliftion is infinitcly 
Ieffened. ™ O, Lord," fays the Pfalmiil, «• rebukc 
u mc not in thinc anger, nekher chaften m« in thy 
w hot difpleafure (a)" He does not fimply deprecatc 
fhe rebuke, the chaftening hand, but the wrath or dif- 
pieafurc of God. It was 'the infufion of this that 
made the cup of affli&ion a bkter cup. He therc- 
fore prays, that the Lord would not deal with him in 
anger, and he wouid then quietly fubmit to any af- 
flictton with which he fliould be pleafed to vifit him. 
And this indeed is the peculiar confolation of lus fer- 
vants. They are aflured, that when their heavenly 
Father fmites them, he does it in love. The wounds 
which he inflifts, are not the wounds of an enemy, 
but of a friend. Though affli&ion, in its own naturc, 
be a part of the curfe, yet to the Chriftian it is de- 
prived of its malignitvy and converted into a rcal 
bleflirjg. And accordmgly you flnd it recorded a« 

frj Pfid. vi. x. 
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fuch, among thc promifes of the covenant. " If my 
<c children break my ftatiites, and keep not my com- 
** mandments, I will vifit their tranfgreffions with 
* c the rod, and their iniquity with ftripes (£)." — " For 
* c as many as Ilove," faith the great Rcdeemer, * c I . 
* c rebuke and chaften." And hence belieyers may be 
fully affured, that fuch affli&ions, fo far from doing 
them any harm, will really contribute to their hap- 
v pinefs. For, as froft in the winter, inftead of hurt- 
ing the earth, kills fuch noxious weeds as exhauft its 
ftrength ; fo, the rod of affli&ion is of great ufe ta 
wean ouf hearts from this enfnaring world, arid to 
mortify thofe corrupt aiTe&ions which gentler means 
could not fubduc. " We know," fays the apoftle, . 
" that all things work togethcr for good to them thnt 
u love God, to them who are called according to his , 
€i purpofe (c)" — " They work together." The ex- ' 
prefliori is emphatical. Viev/ them fcparately, or 
cach by itfelf, and fome of them may appear to be 
awful and threatening. But iiew them together, as 
fent and guided by the hand cf infinite wifdom and 
love •, view them in this lighf, and it will be foumi, 
that, if any of them were wanting, fomething would 
be wanting in the fyftem of our happinefs. Thus, 
Jofeph faid to his brethren,." Ye thought evil againft 
iC me; but God meant it for good, to fave much 
" people alive." Have not the faints, then, thc 
greateft reafon to encourage themfelves in the Lord 
their God, fince they are not only alTured of his 
gracious prefence with them in all their affli£tions, 
but that thofe very affliftions, inftead of hurting themj 
are even now working for their good ? 

3. It is a ground of encouragement to the godly 
\inder affliftion, that they themfelves will, ere long, 
fae with God, and dwcll for ever in his imrnediate 
prefence. It was the faith of this that fupported the 
primitive Chriftians under all their affli&ions. cc They 
< c took joyfully," fays the apoftle to the Hebrews, 
" the fpoiling of their goods, knowing tfcat tbey 

« had 
(J) P&L l?xxix. 31, 3*. ' {& T^m. Vuv %% % 
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had 111 heaven a bettef and an enduring fubftance." 
They were troubled on every fide, yet not difbref- 
fed ; they were perplexed, but not in defpair ; per«* 
fecutcd, but not forfaken ; caft down, but not de- 
ftroyed." And how did this happen ? The fame 
oftle explains it, wheri he informs us iir what point 
view thcy confidered afHi&ion : " For our light af- 
fliftion," fays hc, ,c which is but for a moment,. 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternai 
weight of glory : while we look not at the thirigs 
which are feen, which are temporal ; but at thc 
things which arc not feen, which are eternal (a)" — 
For we know," fays he, (you fee he does not fpeak 
it doubtfully, but with a firm unfliaken faith,) 
we know, that when our earthly houfe of this taber- 
nacle is diflblved, we have a building of God, an, 
houfe,not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
ftd thus, alfo, may every fervant of Chrift look 
leerfully beyond all the diftrefles of life, to that 
effed reft which remains for the people of God. Ia 
word, they who have the Lord for their God, are 
>{Tefled of an all-fatisfying and never-failing portion. 
hey are begotten again to a llvely hope, the hope of 
1 inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and which 
deth not away. And therefore, at all times they 
ay encouragc themfelves in the Lord, and fay, in 
le triumphant language of the apoftle, il Who fhall 
feparate us from the love of Chrift ? Shali tribu- 
lation, or diftrefs, or pcrfecution, or famine, or 
perfl, or nakednefs, or fword i Nay, in all thefe 
things, we are more than conquerors through him 
that lovcd us." # 

'Fhus, you fcc what abundant encouragement the 
Dfpel-covenant holdo iforth to the pcople of God in 
me5 of affliclion. The Lord their God is graciouf- 
* prefent with them. Ali their afBi&ions, inftead 
f hurting them, wjll iflue. in their happineTs \ and 
ley have the aflured hope of being, ere long, in hea- 
cn, where thofe affli&ions ihall he felt no more, and 

O 2 Vl\x£*& 
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him. " Our fathers," fayshe, " trufted in God, 
u and he delivered them ; they cried uhto him, aml 
u were delivered ; they trufted in him, and were not 
rt confounded (£)." The apoftle Paul alfo tells us, 
that God comforted him and his fellow-fufferers in 
all their tribulation ; nay, that as the fufferings of 
Chrift abounded in^them, fo their confolation alfo 
abounded by Chrift (r). And have not we the fame 
God in whom we may truft, and the fame promifes 
on which we may rely ? Is his hand now fhortened, 
that it cannot fave, 6t his ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear i Do not his fympathy with his afflifted peo- 
ple, his power and his faithfulnefs, continue through 
all generations ? May not this faft be appealed to thc 
experience of many of his fervants, even to the pre- 
fent day ? Come hither, then, ye that fear the 
Lord, and declare what he hath done for your fouls. 
When you were weak, and feeble in your minds, diil 
lie not fupport you ? When loaded witli affliftion, 
and ready to fink under your woes, have you not 
Iooked to him, and been lightened ? When mourn- 
ing, and almoft in defpaij*, hath he not fent youa 
word of confolation ? Can you, in this manner, re- 
view the hiftory of his love, and not fay, withadmi- 
ration and gratitude, " O, how great is thygood- 
*' nefs, which thou haft laid up for tfyem that fear 
u thee, which thou haft wrought for them that truft ' 
u in thee, before the fons of men ! I will therefore 
" truft, ^nd not be afraid ; I will truft in the mercy- 
u of the Lord for cver ; for in the Lord Jehovahii 
u everlafting ftrength." 

Thus, then, you fee upon what folidprinciples the 
faints may encourage themfelves in the Lord their 
God,.uader every chaftening difpenfation of divine 
Frovidence. 

Iet us then, as the improvement of this fubjecl:, 
give all diligence to make our calling and eleftion 

fure. 

(tj Pfal. xxii* 4, 5. (f\ % Cor. i. 4, 5. 
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furc. You, that are ftill ftrangers toGbd, ierioufy 
confider. the mifery of your prefent ftate. When ti c 
ftorm of affliftion breaks upon you, where can yoU 
fly for relief ? God is not the portion of your fouls ; 
you can only have recourfe to " the things which are 
" on earth," which, at beft, are but a lying refuge, a 
broken reed, that will not only fail* but wound and 
pierce you. What a miferable condition was Saul 
m ! How mournful his complaint to Samuel ! " I 
" am fore cJiftrefled," fays he ; " for the Philiftines 
<c make war againft me, and God is departed from 
" me, and anfwereth me no more." Give, there- 
fore, no fleep to your eyes, nor flumber to your eye- 
lids, till you have reafon to conclude, that you have 
pafied from denth to life, and are united to him, who 
is the refurreclion and t^e life. In this way you may, 
with joy, draw water out of the wells 01 falvation, 
for your cftablifhment and comfort, under all the 
troubles of life 5 and at laft, having pafled through 
the dark valley of death under the conduft of the 
good Shepherd, you may enter the New Jerufalem, 
with fongs and everlafting joy upon your heads ; and 
forrow and fighing (hall be no more. 

And, finally, you, who are the children of God f 
fliould encourage yourfelves in him, under all your 
trials and aflliclions. AVhat though the prefent dif- 
penfation of God^s providence be dark and gloomy ; 
what though the afflidHon that lies upon you be grie- 
vous : Have you not abundant reafon for confolatiorv 
and joy in the aflurance of God's prefence ? Are not 
all * things, even now, working together for your 
good ? And, in a little, wiil not God wipe away all 
tears from your eycs, an£ make you perfe£Uy blefled 
in the enjoyment of himfelf ?' Why then, O Chri- 
ftian, fhould you droop and faint, Iike others, in the 
day of adverfity ? Have you not an all-fufEcient re- 
fuge provided in the gofpel of Chrift ? Is not the 
name of the Lord a lirong tower, into which you 
may run and be fafe ? Why, then, fink under pre- 
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fcnt affii&ion, or defpond at thc piofyeft of approach 
ing danger. Nay> though dcprived of every earthl 
comfort, and involved in tlie deepeft diitrefs, ftil 
you may encouragc youifclves in the Lord, and re 
joice in him, as the God of ybur felvation : For th 
Lord God is a fun and fliield ; the Lord will give grac* 
and glory , and rro good thing will he withhokl fron 
them that walk uprightly. Amcn. 
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SERMON XIV. 

ON CHRISTIAN OREDIENCE, AND TH* 
1NFLUENCE 0* BAD EXAMPLI. 



FsALM CXiX. 115« 

&p*rt from me } $e evil-doers ; for I will leeptht c6m+ 
mandments of my God. 

TT is unneceflary to trace. the conne&ion between 
1 the diffcrent parts of this infpired hymn. I* 
tecms to be a colle&ion of David's pious and devout 
cjaculations to God, written down as thcy occurred, 
and afterwards digefted into this pfalm. The gene- 
X A fcope and deiign of it, is to magnify the law of 
God, and etiforce the obfervation of its precepts, as 
Aat in which religion chicfly confifts. This the 
Pfalmift does, from a variety of thc moft powerful 
*nd convincing arguments \ fuch^as the fupreme ex- 
cellencc and perfeftion of that divine law, its ufcful- 
tefs to men even in this world, and the inward peace 
*nd joy that refults from obedience to it. He mfifts 
Particularly on his own experience, of the henefit 
ind advantage of obferving the commandments of 
God, and the tmfpeakable pleafure and fatisfa&toa 
*e had derived from that obfervance. And hencO; 
a*e find him frcquently repeating his refolutions to 
:his effe£l \ an inftance oi which you haw* va. xJ&r 
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words of the text : " Depart from me," fays he f 
" ye evil-dpers ; for I will keep the commandments 
« of my God." 

ln jdifcourfing on thefe words, I mall endeavour, 
by divine affiftance, Firft, To explain to you that obe- 
dience to the law of God, or that keeping of his 
commandments, which the gofpel requires. ^Secondfy^ 
Shew you how neceflary it is to avoid the cornpany 
of the wieked, and have no fociety with evil-doers, 
if you would keep the commandments of God. And, 
Laftly> Conclude with fome pra&ical application. 

I. I am to explain trrat obedience to the law of 
God, or that keeping of his commandmerits which 
the gofpel requires. 

i. It muft flow from a heart purifiedby faith ; for, 
without faith, the appftle tells us, it is impoffible to . 
pleafe God •, and whatfoever, fays he, is not of faith, 
is fin. Some of the.wifer and more enlightened 
Heathens made confiderable progrefs in the external 
obfervance of the law which God had written on * 
their hearts 5 but yet their works, however fplendid 
ift the eyea of men> could not be pleafing andae- 
cetrtable to God ; becaiife, their hearts not being pu- 
rined, they could never attain to that perfe&ion 
which the law of God requires. In every part of 
our duty ? God has a fpecial regard to the heart. " My 
u fon," fays he, u give me thine heart j" and, if the 
heart be not given him, he pays no fegard to your 
other ofFeririgs. We may, indeed, have a fpecious 
profeffion, and acquire to ourfelves a fair charafter 
among men, while we are ftrangers to the true prac- 
tfce of devotion. Would you theri fincl acceptance 
with Goct through our Lord Jefus Chrift, in your en-. 
deavours to keep his commandments, let it be your 
firft and principal concern to get your hearts fan&i- 
fied^ by renewing grace*, for this is the one thing* 
deedful/ " They that are in the flefh," fays the 
apoftle, " cannot pleafer God." Unlefs your obe- 
dience flows ,from love to God, *wd * deAi^ht in his 
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1 after the inward man, it will be of no account 
His fight, who judges of -adttons by the principles 
m which they fpring, and demands the willing 
sdience of the heart ; nay, it willbe as the facri- 
e of the wicked, an abomination to the Lord. 
2. It muft be with impartial regard to his glory, as 
r ultimate end. " Whether, therefore," fays the 
oftle, " ye*eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God , for of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things \ to whom be^glory 
for ever." How many aflume a religious pro- 
(fion, with no other view but to be feen of men, 
at they may procure the cfteem of their neighboursj 

ferve their own intereft ? Nay, fome men aflurhe 
e malk of religion, that, under this venerable co- 
r, th<;y may indulge in their fecret vices with the 
s fufpicion. Such, we find, were the Pharifees of 
i. They loved to pray ftanding in the fynagogues, 
d in the corners of the ftreets, that they might be 
:n of men : when they fafted, they disfigured their 
:es, that they might appear unto man to faft. And 
r Saviour adds, " For a pretence they made long 
prayers, that they might devoar widows houfes." 
it this is infinitely ihort of the obedience whichthe 
fpel requires. It is.oniy, as the prophet exprefies 

" a facrificing to our own net, and burning in- 
cenfe to our own drag." And when God comes 

pafs fentence on fuch profeflbrs of religion, he 
ly fay, <c Did ye thefe things at all unto mei" 
ere they not rather done to gratify fome particular 
mour, to gain the approbation of men, or to ferve 
ne temporal purppfe ? and, if fo, you certainly 
ve your reward in the accompliihment of your 
flies. From me, as you did them not to me, you 
1 expc£t no reward. Let us not then have fuch 
:an and mercenary ends in view, but have a fted- 
l regard to the glory of God, who^ as he is the 
rft caufe, and innnitely excellent and amiable in 
mfelf» is aifo that Bejng on whoni our happiioefs 
iift finaUy depehd. In a word, whatcvex -we 4o vw 
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religioa, we are required to do it heartiiy as untothe 
Lord, and not unto men ; knowing, that of the JLot4 
wc giall receive the reward of the mheritance» if we 
thiis fenrc the Lpnd Chrift (*). 

3. It muft be withhumiiity and felf-denial» We muft 
faeware o£ imagining that there is any intrinfic worth 
or.<merit in the beft of our fervices to recommend 
them to God *, and, when we have done all, we muft 
hut^bly acknowledge that we have donenothing bvt 
©ur duty, and are at beft but unprofitable fervants. 
Whatcver the pridc of man may fuggeft, this is the 
leflbn that Chrift teaches his difciples : " If aqy 
" man," fays he, " will come after me, Iet him de- 
" ny himfelf." And- it is a leflbn fo abfolutely ne# 
cclTary at our entrance on the Chriftian lifc,~that, 
without it, all our devotion is but a form of godlinefe» 
and, like the boaft of the Pharifee, an abomination 
to the Lord. Nay, fo far from imagining that wc 
can merit any favour at the hand of God by our bcft 
obcdience, we muft be deeply fenfible of our own 
Hiaworthinefs ; that even pur pureft fervices are ftain* 
cd with much finful imperfe&ion, and all our own 
rightcoufnefs but as filthy rags. Thc language of a fin- 
cere jChriftian, while endeavouring to keep the com- 
mandments of God, is, " Enter not into judgment 
€£ with thy fervant. If thou, Lord, (houldft mark 
u iniquity, who could poflibly ftand ?" And from » 
lively fenfe of this, confcious that we have nothing 
in outfelves-to rely upon, we muft have all our truft 
and dependence upon the abundant merit and powci- 
ful interceflion of Chrift, by which alone our obedi- 
<nce can be accepted. — Neither muft we think that 
we can perform this obedicnce by any power or 
ftrength of our own. No •, it would betray the grofleit 
ignorance, both of ourfelves and of the word of God, 
to entertain fuch a thought. " Without mc, M fays 
our Saviour, (( ye can do nothing." And the apoftle 
tells us, that " we are not fufficient, of ourfelves, to 
? ihink fo much as a good thought *," and, by a ne- 

ceflary 

(#) Col. w. *3, IV 
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ceflary confequence, we are quite unable, without 
Divtne afliftftance, to perform a good aftion. Wo 
muft therefore look up to God for the profltUed 
aids of his grace, that, through Chfift ftrengthening 
U, we may be able to do all things. 

4. It muft bc univerfal : " Yc are my friends,* 

fajs our Lord, " if ye do whatfoever I comnwndt 

u . you.* There are fome who appear very zealous 

in obferving thofe prqcepts that more immediately re- 

fpcft God ; but, if we examine their conducx ia 

taofe which concern their neighbour, we will find 

them very defe&ive. I need not here fpend time ia 

proving what is fo evident from daily experience. 

Fbr, what evil fpeaking, what reproaching of our 

neighbour^s chara&er, and what unjuft dealingbc- 

tween man and man, ' are not every day forced upon 

our obfervation ; and yet, who make grcatcr ptetcn- 

fiona to religion than ibme who are guilty of thofc 

faults ? Would you then diftinguifli yourfeives from 

fuch, and warrantably expecl: the Divine approbation* 

you muft endeavour to keep a confcience void of o§* 

fcnce towards God and towa^ds men, carefully ob« 

fcrving the precepts both of the firft and fecond table 

of the law. I do not fay, indeed, that our obedience 

will be perfeft ; for, alas ! perfe£kion is not the pro- 

perty of any thfng in this ftate andwcrld : <c If ws 

u foy we have no fin," faid the apoftle John, " wc 

u deceive ourfelves, and thetruth is.not in us." But 

yct,. a Chriflian will not, deliberately, and with thc 

cbnfent of his mind, allow of any defeft in his obe- 

dience, nor of the leaft tranfgreflion oi any command 

of Chrift. Nay, it will be his fincerc defire to guard 

againft every fin without exception, andtogivean 

unreferved obedience to the law of God, as tar as it 

is known to him 5 and whenever he fails and comes 

ffliort of his duty; he will be heartily forry, and en- 

deavour, in a humble dependence on divine grace* 

to be more circumfpect and watchful for the future» 

Hence are thofe pious breathings of David's foul : 

" O that my wa ys were dire&ed tg V;eex> tVvv toi>ite%» 
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«' then fhall I not be afhamed when I have refpeft to 
4i all thy commandments. Incline my heart to thy 
4t teftimonies. I have fworn, and will performit, 
O that I will keep thy righteous judgments." 

5. It muft be conftant and perfevering : ft I have 
4t inclined my heart," fays the Pfalmift, " to perform 
<€ thy ftatutes alway, even unto the end." No maa 
can be faid to kecp God's commandments, who only 
feems to attend to his duty at certain times and fea- 
ibns, and at other times negled» it. Some, for in- 
ilance, put on the appearance or fhpw of being reli- 
gious about the time of a facrament, on the Sabbath 
<]ay, and on other public and fodemn occaGons ; but, 
at other times, they throw ofF the maik, and iridulge 
thynfelves in forbidden liberties. In a word, there 
are many profefling Chriftians, who ferve God at 
intervals oiily. Terrified, perhaps, by fome alarm- 
ing Providence, or roufed by an awakening fer- 
mon, they fet about reading and praying, and other 
duties which they had formerly neglected : but, in a 
little time, their devotion cools again ; thehr goodnefs 
becomes like the morning cloud, and like the early- 
dew, which foon pafs away. Nay, too often they 
return with the dog to his vomit, and wkh the fow 
that was wafhed, to her wallowing in the mire. But, 
ht not deceived ; this is not to keep the comandments 
of God ; nor are thofe the marks of his children. 
Evangelical obedience is a much more fettled and, 
conftant thing. It may poflibly admit of fome breaks 
and interruptions ; but it is wnat the Chriftian habi- 
tually aims at, and what will never be quite laid 
afide. For, as the Spirit of God informs us, 4t the 
A * Tighteous fhall hold on his way, and he that hath 
'** clean hands fliall be ftrongcr and ftronger (0)." 
And this brings me to obferve, 

Lqfily, That it muft b<r ftUlgrowing and increafing. 
*< The path of the juft," fays Solomon, u is as rJSe 
" ihining Hght, that fhineth morc and more unto 
*+4he perfeci day" It h very true* indecd, that 

our 
(«) Joto *Vu: 9» 
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our obedience, while we are in this world, never cai» 
be perfeft : for the beft of faints, while hcre, know* 
but in part, and are but fan&ified in part. Their 
obedience,. however, is progreflive, and ftill advan- 
cing nearer and nearer to perfe&ion. Hence we find 
the obediencc of the Chriftian compared in fcrip- 
ture to the growth of a human body> which, yotfc 
know, advances from irrfancy to childhood, from child- 
hood to youth, aud from youth to complete maturity. 
And, ih the fame . manner, the apoftie fay«, we all 
come, in thc unity of the faith,. and of the knowledge* 
of the^ Son of God, unto a perfeft man,. unto the 
meaiure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift. Andi 
fuch we find was the fame apoftle^s obedience 5 which 
he defcribes with great ftrength and beauty in allu- 
£on to the Olympic gamcs : " Forgetting," fays he* 
" thofe thing3 that are behind, and reaching forward 
u to thofe things that are before, I prefs towards the 
u mark, for the prize of the high calling that is 
u with God ih Chrift Jefusfa)." In a word, the re- 
gular cour-fe of a Chriftian's obedience produces that 
cffecl: on the people -of God which the Pfalmift parti- 
«ularly mentions : " They go on from ftrength to- 
" ftrehgth, unttl at laft they appear before the Lord 
« in Zion (J)."* 

Thus I have endeavoured to fliow you what that 
obedience is, or that keeping of the commandments 
of God which the gofpel requires, aod which, as 
many of you as were yefterday worthy communicants, 
have, in humble dependence on the righteoufnefs and 

frace of our Redeemer, fincerely refolved to perform* 
now proceed,. 

II. Ttf (how you how neceffary it is, that you a- 
void thc 'fociety of the wicked, and have no fellow- 
fliip with evil-doers, if you would kcep the command- 
meots of God. 

And, that you may know who thofe evil-doers are, 
whofe company you are to avoid, you may confider two 
P 7, T&&&S* 
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paiTages of fcriptUTe, where their charafters are di- 
ItinfUy defcribed by the Spirif of God, whofc judg- 
jnent is according to truth. The firft paflage to 
which I refer, you will "find in Cor. vi. Q%Jo. c< Be 
* c not deceived : neither fornieators, nor idblatQrs, nor 
€C adulterers, nor efferriinate, "°r abufers of them- 
€C felves with mankind,. nor thieves, nbr covetous, 
€C nor drunkards, nor revilcrs, nor extortiofiers, ftiall 
€C inherit the kingctom of God." Apd the other in 
i Tim. i. 9, 10. " Knowing this, that the law is not 
'* made for a nghteous man, but for the lawlefs and 
fc difpbedient, fpr the ungodly and for finners, for 
€C unnoly and profane, for murderers .of fathers, 
*' and murdferers of mothers, for njanflayers, for 
€ * whoremongers, for them that defile themfelves 
€C with mankind, for men-ftealers, for liars, for per- 
<c jured perfons, and if there be any other thingthat 
€C is contrary to found do&rine." But, befides thcfe 
open and notorious finners, whofe lives are a fcandal 
to human nature, I muft tell you, that, by the wicked 
and evil-doers, we are likewife to underftand, evea 
fuch who, though in their outward behaviour they 
maybe fober and apparently harmlefs, yet have n* 
concern about religion and the fear of God, who 
never attend public wor£hip f nor give any evidence 
of their beliei in a Deity, br in the truth of our moft 
holy religion ; For> whatever figure and appearance 
perfons of this defcription may make in the world, 
yet they, as well as the openly abandoned, are dan- 
gerous enemies to the fouls of men. Thefe, then> 
are the wicted and evil-doers, whofe company you 
muft avoid, if you would keep the commandments 
of God. 

I acknowledge, indced, it 13 impofliHe for the beft 
Chriftian, whqlly to avoid the company and conver- 
fation of the wicked. He may, as- the apoftle tells 
ns, as well abandon fociety, and go out ofthe world. 
Nor muft we negledt the duties o? civility, and good 
manners, even to the worft of rften \ for this would 
xcBtft difhqnouv upon our xtU^vpn^ and be incon- 
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ent with the conduft of its blefled Aurhor, ia 
lofe lips was the law of kindnefs in every fituation» 
y, wher* wc have reafon to think we may bc ufe-* 
to the ungodly and profane, by our inftruftibn 
i example, we ought not to deny them ou* cOm- 
ly or converfation j though here, indeed, great 
ition muft be ufed, left, while we intend their 
ritual good, we hurt oarfelves by ariy finful com- 
uice. Our great Lord and Mafter, we find, fome- 
ies converfed with puWicans and finners, though 
himfelf was holy, harmlefs, and undefiied ; and 
i apoftle tells us, that, in things indifferent, hebe- 
le all things to all men, that he might by all meana 
e fome. 

Sut yott muft take care not to make the impious 
l wtcked your intimate companions, nor fpend too 
ch of yout leifure hours in their company, what- 
r entertainment or worldly advantage you may ex- 
1 to find from it» If you *would be faithful to- 
d, and maintain upon your minds a ferious fenfe 
•eligion, you muft avoid, as much as poflible, all 
liliar converfation with them, and fay with the 
Imift in the text, " Depart from me, ye evil-doers ;. 
r or I will keep the commandments of my God." 
*, confider, that frequenting the company of the- 
ked and prqfane, will have a fatal tendency to» 
ifpofe you for your duty, and even to efface any 
•d impreflion that may have been made upon your 
tds* We live }n a land blefFed with the privileges* 
the gofpel, where we enjoy the means of grac«- 
mrity and abunclance. And by thefe^ forhe fenfe. 
eligion is commonly wrought on the minds of 
*** efpecially in their younger years. When thefe 
d impreflions are duly cultivated, they grow, under 
influence of grace, more lively and vigorous, un- 
at length, the Chriftian is made perfe& in ho- 
fs; but if they are refifted, and the Spirit of 
i provoked to withdraw, men turn obftinafce 
fin, and pcrfift irv it without rerhorfe. Novr„ 
it caiihave a more direft tendency to refift^ ami* 
: P 3 * 



162 On Chrjfiian Obediefi& 9 Ser. 14. 

at length, wear out all ferious impreflions, tfaan frc- 

quenting loofe and vicious company ? Lct me befeech 

you, therefore, in the words of the apoftle Pcter, 

to " beware, lcft ye. alfo, being led away with thc 

" error of thc wicked, fall from you* own ftcdfaft- 

€i nefs {a)" But frequenting the company &f iJbe wfek 

cd, is notonly apt to weaken, and, at Jength, eradicate, 

all ferious impteflions ; it has likewife a rendency to 

ftir up the mind againft the power and life of reli- 

gion. Look abroad into thc world, and judge ibr 

yourfelves. Obferve, for inftance, a good perfon, 

"who has been pioufly educated : No fooner does hc 

frequent bad company, than bc begins to look upon 

prayer, and other religious duties, as unneceflary, 

and to think his parents to6 fevere, whcn they en- 

deavour to make him abandon his finful purfuits. 

Having now become licentious in his behaviour, and 

libertine In his opinions, he is ready to think a godly 

minifter too ftiffand precife, becaufe hc faithfully re» 

proves the lovers of pleafure ; and thus, by degrees, 

he not only lofes alJ that regard for religion, and the 

people of God, in which he was brought up, butj 

at length, walks with confidence in the counfel o) 

the ungodly, and fits in the feat of the fcornful. 1 

do not aflc you, whether this be really the cafe ot not 

The fa£t is too evidcnt to be denied, too melanchor] 

not to be lamented. Many who have had a religious 

education, nay, who once difcovered a fober and fo 

rious difpofition, by falling into loofe and profam 

company, have not only loit all relifh for religion am 

virtue, fcut feel in themfelves a diftafte, ^nd, wha 

indeed would appear incredible, if it were not con 

iirmed by experience, a contempt of every thiug fe 

rious and facred. And this will ftiil appear witl 

greater cvidence, if you confider likewife, that fre 

quenting bad company is a fad inlet to all manner c 

fin, and often leads meh into the pra£tice of th 

moft (hameful and pernicious vices. " Be not de 

^ ceived/' fays the apoftle ; " evil communication 

w corrup 
>(«) a^Ptt, u\. rj. 
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*' corrupt good manners." There is in all men a 

natural incHnation to vice ; and every one acquainted 

with himfclf* knows how difficult it is to refift this 

mwer* propenfity, even with the afliftance of good 

inftru&ien* and vittuous example. How much more 

difficdk then, muft it be to refift it, amidft the infi- 

nuating arguments, and enfnaring examples of pro- 

fane and vicious company ! Difficult, did I fay? nay, 

it is almoft impoflible ; for the corruption of our na- 

ture irlike tinder, aptto catch fire, and be kindled 

by the leaft fpark of temptation. Can a man touch 

piteh, and not be defiled ? Can he walk through the 

fiames , and not be burnt ? No more can they who 

aflbciate themfelves with the impious woricers of ini- 

quity, efeape being hurt by thehr contagious princi- 

■ples and conduft. How often have we feen men,. 

through the influence of bad company, trifle away 

their precious time, day after day, in idlenefs and dif- 

£pation ! How often have they, by this means, learn- 

•ed to blafpheme the name of God ; to profane and 

pollute the Sabbath 5 to difhonour parents, and fpeak 

«vil of dignitiesj to injure thcir neighbour inhischa- 

raflicr and perfon ; to debauch, to trick, to rob, to 

fteal, to lie, to deceive, and to covet unlawful gain ! 

. How many have lamented thefe things upon a death- 

bed or a fcaffold, and curfed the day that intioduced 

them to the company of thofe, by whofe converfa- 

tion and example,'the foundations of their religion 

and their morals had been overthrown ! 

And now, tc» you that are the profeffors of religion, 
and were yefterday at the table of the Lord, I would 
addrefs myfelf on this fubjeft. You have heard 
what that obedience is which the gofpel requires ; 
and, as.communicants, you are under the moft folemn 
obligations to perform it : nay, you have declared in 
the prefence of the omnifcient Jehovah, and even 
appealed to him as the witnefs of your fincerity, that 

Jrou will deny all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and 
ive foberly, and righteoufly, and godly, m this pre- 
fent world. Would you theu be faiUrful to God vo, 
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keeping his commandm^nts, avoid, as much as ftiall 
be in your power, all loofe, profane, and licentious 
company ; mix not with thejr fociety : beware, efpe- 
cially, of cultivatipg an intimate acquaintancc with 
them, t( left," as the wife man exprefles rt, *' you 
u learn their way, and get a blot to you? 4buls ?* 
.This 18: the advice of the Spirit of God to you, and 
k is mcukated with a peculiar earneftnefs of expref- 
fion : " Enter not," fay$ he, " into the path of thc 
* ' wicked, and go not in the way of evil men : avoid 
• c it, pafs not by it ; turn from it, and pafs away (a)" 
Let me intreat you to confider what an abfurd thing 
it is j how inconfiftent with your chara&er and pro* 
fefliojvrf j whiie you pretend to be the friends and difci- 
ples^of Chrift,you affociate yourfelveswith hk enemies! 
For, what fellowfhip hath righteoufncfs with unrighte- 
©uJGaeft ? what communion hath light with dark- 
ijefs? ind what concord hath Chrift with Belial? 
How indecent is it, nay, what a coatradi£tion, t& 
be-feen to-day at the table of the Lord, and to-mor* 
row, among the workers of iniquity ! To join, at 
one time, with the faints, in Chriftian communion, 
and, at another, with the ungodly, in drinking the 
intemperate cup, in their wanton fonga, antl profanc 
jefts! Are not fuch (hameful hypocrify and falfe- 
hood, a reproach and a condemnation ? How caii 
you anfwer it, you carelefs profeffors, to God, te 
the world, or to your own confcicnces ? You con* 
firm the infidel in his unbelief, you harden the finner 
in wickednefs, and give occafion to the enemies of 
religion to blafpheme. I charge you, therefore, be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who fliall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing, as you have 
named the name of Chrift, that you depart-from all 
iniquity. And I intreat you in the moft earneft man- 
ner, ahd even, for God*s fake> befeech you, that you 
guard againft the infe£Hous company of the wicked ; 
and ever fay, with the Pfalmift, in our text, u Depart 
" from me, ye evil-doers ; for I will keep the coin- 
" mtndmcnts oi my God." 
•"" ' * Bu* 

(•) Prov.W. X4i*5» 
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Byf perhaps you will fay, What ! ftiall we bc fii>- 
gttlar and precife ? Shall we 6e pointed out a& fepa- 
ratifls ftpm the way of the worlcf ?' This will dravr 
upon yfjthc odium and the cenfure of all our ac- 
quaintaiJcjp 5 nay, it will cxpofe us to fcarn and 4 ri* 
dicule, andmay evcu be prejudicial to 'our temporal 
hiterefts.— I acknowledge, indeed^that in \hingS law- 
ful, or at Jeaft indifFerent, fingularity ought to be &~ 
voided^ But, in things wkere your duty to God is 
cbncerned, you muft neither be athamed, nor afraid 
to be iGngttlar. Is flngularity, in this cafe, to be 
dcemed a reproach ? Does any man, fuppofe a phy- 
fician, a Iawyer, a divine, or.a tradefman, reckon it 
an affront to him, to be pointed out as one of fingiL- 
hr eminenee in his own profeflion ? And fhall a 
Chriftian, whofe profeflion is> of all others, the moft 
excellent, think it a difparagement to him, a thing 
that he necds to be afliamed of, to be remarked and 
taken. notice of by others, as one fingularly eminent 
in religion? He tfcat can think fo, muft have a 
mean fpirit^ and a vitiated taftc Remember, that 
if you make it youx chief care to pleafe" men, jou 
cannet be the fervants of Chrift. Tou muft therefore 
get above the fear of the world, and the fhame of 
pra&ifing ftrift godlinefs} and ftudy, above all things» 
to approve yourlelves unto God *, for it isby hisjudg- 
ment you muft ftand or fall. And if God be for you* 
who can be.againft you ? On the other haifd, il he 
be againft you, who can be for you ? or whdi advan- 
tage can you dcrive from the favour- and friendfliip 
ot mcn, if hc be your enemy ? 

And now, to conclude, would you be preferved 
from the enfnaring arts of the wicked, in order to 
keep the commandments of God 5 — 

1. Labour to maintain a firm belief of the knport- 
ant truths of religion, and to live -always under a live~ 
ly and affe&ing impreflion of thcm. For nothing 
tends more to corrupt the minds and morals of men, 
than athcifm and infideirty : And> e^^u &<w^\ ^xs. 
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Jiave not come the length of difbelieving the princi- 
ples of religion ; yet, if you negle& to confider them, 
rf you fufFer them to lie,. as it werev dbrmant in your 
minds, and take no care to live under their influence, 
you will be continually in danger of being jnade a 
prey by every vile and worthlefs feducer. 

2. Be always on your guard againft the folicita- 
-tions of fuch as would draw you into bad: companyr 
And beware of trufting to the firmnefs of your own 
virtue, as if you were able to ftand fecure againft all 
the wiles wnich they may employ to enfnare you. 
Believe it, it will be dangCrous for you to try'the ex- 
periment ; foif God may leave you, and tfien all your 
•good refolutions will be inefFe&uaL 

Lajlly y Pray much to/Gpd, in the name of Chrift> 
thathe, by his grace, may preferve you from the fnare$ 
©f the wicked. Make frequent ufe of that petition ia 
the Lord's prayer, " Lead us not into temptation, but 
M deliver us from evil i % For,! except you< depenA 
upon God, and earncftly implore the affiftance of his. 
gracc, all your caution and watchfulnefs will be itt 
vain* 



frEB* 



SERMON XV. 

SACRIFICE OP CHRIST WORTHY OF A% 
JIIRATION AND GRATlTUJDZ* 



v. II, 1 2<~-Apd I beheldy and I heard the voice of 
nj angcls round about the throne^ and the. beafts 3 
f the elders 5 and the number of themivas ten 
tfand times ten thoufand 3 and thoufands of thou* 
is ; fayingy with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
t ivas flain* to receive power> and riches 9 and 
liom 9 and ftrengthj and honour, and glory^ and 
Ttng. 



HESE words contain a fong of pralfe, in ho* 
nour of the Saviour of mankhid, which John, 
eloved apoftle, heard fung by thc angels and 
in glory, The pccaiion of *their joining in this 
we are told in the 6th and 7th verfes <rf this 
ex, was Chrififs undertaking to qpen the book 
: divine counfels, concerning the .more remarfcp 
rverrts that were to happen to the Chriftian church 
gh all the fucceeding periods of time. 4t And 
eheld," fays the apoftle^ " and lo, in themidft 
the throne, and of the four beafts, and in thc 
dft of the elders, ftood « Lamb, as if it had been 
in, having feven horns and feven eyes, which 
: the feven fpirits of God fent foith into all the 
th." And he came and took the, fcrot <wx o< 
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the rigLt hand of Lirn tha: iat irpon lhe throne, namc- 
ly, that he might difclofc znd eieeute thedivine pur- 
pofes containcd in it, for the protecHon and benefit 
of his church. And no fooner had he donc fo, thaa 
the apoftle heard both the chorck triumphant and 
rnilitant, ifnite in facred harmony to his praifc They 
fune a new fong, faying, " Thou art worthy to take 
V toe boolc, and to open the feals thereof \ icr thau 
4€ waft ilain, and baft redeemed us to God by thy 
€t blood, out trf every Idndred, and tongue, and peo- 
" ple, and nation ; and haft made us unto our God 
u kings and priefts, and we fhall reign on tbe earnV 
In the two following rerfes, this fublime anjtfcem of 
praife, thus begun by the church, is carried on by tbe 
angels, who cheerfully concur with the redeemed of 
tlie Lord, in celebrating the infinite worth and ex- 
jeellency of the Lambi u And I beheld, and I heard 
41 the voice of many angels round about the throne, 
u and the beafts, and the elders , and the ntunber of 
u thcm was ten thoufand times ten thou&nd, and 
•* thoufandS of thoufands , faying, with a loud voice, 
u Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to recelve 
<f power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and 
u honour, and glory, and blefling." 

It is plcafant to obferve here, whp they are that 
joined togerhcr in tliis fublime and devout afcriptiori 
of praife to our Redeemer. They are the angels, the 
four beaftsi and the four and twenty elders. The 
angcls, thofc glorious a«d bleifrd fpirits, though they 
necd no Saviour themfelves, and are unalterably con- 
firmcd in a ftateof purity and happinefs; yet they 
rcjoice in our rcdemption. With what cheerfulncis 
did thoy dcfccnd to bring the welcome news to earthl 
To whai notcs of tnelody are thcty reprefented as tun- 
ing thcir goMcn lrarps on that happy occafion ! Far 
from hcing iilled v. ith envy, in confequence of the 
liigh favour which we wcre to receive, they took pait 
111 the joy which they communicated, and praifed 
.C od, faying, M Glory to God in the higheft, and on 
^^Bfth ptaco, aud gocd nt\U toiwrd* men." With 
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«rhat readinefs and alacrity did they miriifter to our 
Sariour, while he was employed in our redemption ! 
Ajid when, at laft, the ftene of his humiliation and 
uffering was terminatcd ; when all that part of hi$ 
ivork which was to be tranfa£ied dn earth, was finifh- 
:d : With what tranfports of joy did they aitcnd him, 
n hi9 glorious afcenfion to his Father, and our Father, 
ohis Godand.our God ! And here, in the text, 
hey are reprefented as joining with the church', in 
idebrating thc praifes of our Redeemer 5 and in the 
ollowing verfe, with the reft of the creation, in a- 
cribing blefling, and honour, and glory, and power, 
into Him that fitteth upon the throne, and to the 
lanib, ' for ever and ever. 

What retums, the.n, of love and gratitude, do we 
mc to the bleifed ^ngels ! How fhould we rejoice 
n their happincfs, and do what lies in our power to 
>romote it ! It is true, indeed, we have no opportu- 
lity of teftifyxng our regard to them by outward a&s; 
>ut there isone way wnereby every foul inthisaf- 
embly may be inftrumental in advancing, in fome 
legrce, even the happinefs of the angels. You, whp 
tfc unconvertcd, and yet in your fins, may do it, if f 
hrough the influence of divine grace, you pay fuch 
tgard to the truths of thegofpel, as fhall iflue "in a 
incere repentance, and faving converfion to God : 
or our blefled Saviour exprefsly aiTures^us, that therc 
•joy in heaven ovcr every Qnner that rfcofcnteth ; and 
>f this joy trje angels do untfoubtedly partafee. And 
rou who are Gncere believers, will increafe* the joy 
\l angels, by youHncreafing anJour and delight in thc 
inowledge of Chrift, and by your growing zeal and 
liligence in the pra&ice of your duty. 

2« Thc four beafts, or, as it had been better tranf- 
atcd, the four living beings or intelligences, and the 
bur and twenty elders, afe here reprefentcd, in con- 
un&ion with the angels, as aTcribing iafinite merit 
nd worthinefj to our Redeemcr. 
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Some interpreters think, that, by the four livinj 
creatures, and the four and twenty elders, are mean 
ihc heavenly world, the brighteft and moft excelleu 
of created beings, and the glorified fpirits of juft mei 
jmade perfecl:, who are as the angels, and join witl 
them in their exalted worfhip. But the general, anc 
indeed moft probable opinion, is, that» by thefe ex- 
preffions, we are to underftand the whole church oi 
the redeehied, both minifters and people, in the dajft 
of the gofpel 5 fo that, we ourfelves are a few of that 
happy number, if we are indeed of thofe that wor- 
iriip God in the fpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus. 
By the four living creatures, then, we may under- 
ftand, the holy, enlightened, and faithful rninifters of 
Chrift, the p.aftors and teachers he has given to thff 
church. And by the four and twenty clders, the 
•whole body of private -Chriftians, and devout wor- 
ihippers ot God, through the one Mediator, in ail 
the aflemblies of the faints. In the fourth ytxk of 
the preceding chapter, they are faid to be round a- 
bout the throne 5 for fo are all that worfhip God in 
fpirit and in truth. They are clothed in white, which 
5s emblematical of their A purity and holinefs. And 
they have crowns on their heads, for they are hefrs 
of the kingdom, and are to reign with Chrift.^ 

This, then, is an eafy and familiar explanation of 
the four living creatures, and twenty four elders. 
They are all, as in the foregoing verfes, the redeeffi- 
ed to God, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation, and are made to him kings and 
priefts. In the text, they are faid to be aa iunumen 
rable multitude ; ten thoufand times ten thoufand, 
and thoufands of thoufands ; and there is the voicc 
of many angels joining with them, faying, " Worth* 
€t is the Lamb that was flain, to receive jpower, and 
41 riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and 
€ * glory, and blef&ng." 

Ia difcourGng on this fubjecJ, I propofe, by divinc 

affiftance, 
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affiftance, Firjl % To confider the fubje& of this fong ;, 
the Lamb flain; ^econdiy, The propriety and fitnef* 
of it as applied to Chrift our Redeemer. And, Lfftfy* 
Conclude, by leading your thoughts to fome pra&i- 
cal improvement. 

The fubjeft of .this fong, is the Lamb flain 5 that 
is, Chrift crucified, the Lord pf glory making hi* 
foul an offering for fin. And, \ 

1. The firft thougnt which muft occur to us on a. 
fubjeft of this kind, is the manner in which he fub- 
mitted to death. He died meekly, as a lamb dies^ 
This was clearly foretold by the prophet Ifaiah : " Hc 
u is brought as a lamb to the ilaughter \ and as a» 
4C flieep before her {hearers~ is dumb, fo, he opened 
cc not his mouth (o)" Not that he was altoeether 
filent during the laft fcene of his fufferings; for he 
utter<*d many excellent and ufeful fayings : but he o- 
pened not his mouth in repinihg at the difpenfations 
dfProvidence j no threatening nor revenge 5 nay, not 
one word, expreflive of refentment or impatience, e- 
fcaped his facred lips* We may obferve, by the way* 
that the eunuch, in the A€ts of the apoftles, was di-» 
rc&ed to this very paflage of fcripture, as a meane 
6f his converfion : and Philip, under divine infpira- 

'tion, began at the fame fcripture, and preached unto 
him Jefus Chrift. In a wojd, our Saviour exprefled,, 
under all hb fufferings, a perfe£Uy quiet, mild, and 
forgiving fpmt. " He bowed his head," fays the e- 
tangelift, " and gave up the ghoft." Thus, he cx- 
pired in the fpirit of meeknefs, and was, in this re- 
fpe&, the Lamb flain. 

2. He was fo, alfo, in.theend and defign of his> 
death. For he died as a focrifice, to appeafe the o£~ 
fended Dcity, arui purchafe our peace with God.. 
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He offered up his life as 2 real and proper atooeme 
for the fins of an ekcl world. In this wumncr, tl 
facred writers conftantlT repretent thc death of o 
Savioar; and fometimes iu expreft allnfioa to ti 
emblem in the text. So John the Baptift point( 
him out to the Jews : " BehoW,* fays he, u tl 
" Lamb of God, that uketh awaT the fins of tl 
" world." The apoftle Peter fpeiks cf his bioo 
that is, his dying on the crofs, as the inraluable pri 
of man's redemption : " Ye were nct redeemed 
fays he, " with corruptible thic*s, as filrer and goI( 
" bat with the precious bloed o"f Chrift, asof aLan 
" wirhout blemifti and without fpot (*)." When tl 
apoftle John had that vition of our Saviour, of whi< 
we have an account in this chapter, he faw him ui 
der the fame lively and endearing fi militude, as 
I.amb ilain in the midft of the thrcne. And in tl 
text r compared with the 9th verfe, the church is r 
prefented, in concert with the angels, finging a -ne 
fong in honour of thc Redeemer, faying, c< MTortl 
" is the Lamb that was flain, and h*th redeemed 1 
" to God by his blood." 

In order to (hew you with what propriety our S 
viour is ftyled tbe Lamb that was flain, I need on 
obferve, that, in dying on the crofs, he was the gre 
antitype of all the lacrifices which we find mentioiw 
in thc Old Teftament, For we have abundant rc 
{on to believe, that thofe facrifices were original 
of divine inftitution: Thafrthey were fo under thelai 
is a fafl not to be difputed. Now, what was tl 
mcaning and intcntion of -fuch an appointment? 
it to be fuppofed, that the Father of mercies wou 
take pleafure in the death of the innoccnt ? or th 
fuch facrifices could reaily atone for moral guilt, \ 
bc acceptable to the Divine Majefty ? No ; the api 
. (tle to thc Hebrews exprefsly tells us, that thofe fs 
crificca which they pftered year by year, continualJ; 

coul 

(•) x Pct. i. iS, r*. ' 
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ccmld not make the -lcomers to the law perfecT: (b) \ 
" for then," fays he, " would they not have ceafedb 
" to be^ffered " becaufe that, the worfhippers once 
purged, (hould have had no more confcience of fins. 
In-a word, they were inftituted as prophetical types ancl 
figures of that great facrifice, the Lamb of God to bc 
afterwards flain. They all looked to Chrift, ancl 
pointed out his death as the great atonement. How 
natural and juft, then, is the allufion in the text ? 
What more proper charafter for our crucified Re- 
deemer, than the Lamb that was ilain ? 

II. I am to point out the fitnefs of this fong, as ap- 
plied to Chrifl; our Redeemer. 

It is juftice, and a deferved tribute from the child- 
ren of men to Him who died for our fins, and who i& 
fet dpwn at the right hand of the Majefty of the 
throne of God : It is an honour which the Father 
bath put upon Him, that, at the name of Jefus, everjr 
knee fhould bow, and every tongue confefs, that he ia 
Lprd, to the glory of God the Father. 

Now, this honour is unqueftionably due to our Sa- 
riour, on the fdllowing accounts. 

I. Oh account of fiis own perfonal dignity andl 
excellence. For he is not only fairer than the 
children of men, and, in every refpe£t, fuperior to 
the angels ;. but he is the eternal and only be^otten 
Son of God. And, furelyj he who is the brightnefs^ 
of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image of hi* 
perfon, deferv^ tp be adored by man. He who-» 
made the world, and all things in. it, has an unquef- 
tionable title to the higheft homage and praife of hia- 
creatures : " For, unto which of the angete faid he„ 
<r at any tirrie, TRou art my Son, this day have I be~ 
11 gptten thee ?* And again, " I will be to him a Fa- 
u ther, and he fliall be to me a Son." And again* 
Xhen he bringeth in the Firft-begotten into* ther 
Qj3 worJc^ 

(J>2 Hcb. x. i,a. 
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world, he faith, " And lct all the angels of God 
• f worfhip him." And of the angels, he faith, " Who 
€€ maketh his angels fpirits, and his minifters a flame 
€i of fire :" But unto the Son he faith, " Thy thronc, 
€ * O God, is for ever and ever, and a fceptre of righte- 
«* oufnefs is the fceptre of thy kingdom (r)." Bat 
he has a farther and peculiar claim to our highefl gra^ 
titude and adoration, when we refle& on his aflum- 
ing our nature into a perfonal union with his divinc 
nature. In confequence of this, he is not only God, 
but God and man in one myfterious perfon. His 
name is Immanuel, which, being interpreted, is God 
with us. By this, indeed, he has diftinguifhed his. 
regards to men, and honoured our nature above that 
of angels. For as the apoftle to the Hebrews tells 
us, " he took not on him the nature of angels, but 
the feed of Abraham." And does not this render 
him worthy of our warmeft and moft grateful praife? 
With what efteem and afFe£Hon ought we to honour 
him, who has fo highly honoured us ? 

2. On account of his aftonifhing love, in dying on 
the crofs for our redemption : <c Worthy," fays the 
church, " is the Lamb that was flain, and has re- 
u deemed us to God by his blood." 

The nature and the extent of this love of Chrift, # 
are chiefly to be confidered under this particular. It 
was of tne moft generous nature, and exprefled by 
the moft unequivocal proofs. It was not extortecr 
from him by any kind of neceflity ; for he would 
have been perfe£rly happy, although wl had been mi- 
ferable for ever. He was not prevailed on by any izn- 
portunity on our part, far lefs induced by any thing 
worthy of his regard. There was no attraciion in 
human nature to engage him to love it ; nay, on thc 
contrary, there was every thing about fnan to rendcr 
liim odious, and to provoke his juft, difpleafure \ an<t 
yet he loved us, notwithftanding the guilt and defor- 
r mity 

(c) Hcb. i. 5, 6, 7, ?. 
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mity of fin. " When we werc yet without ftrength," 
fays the apoftle, " in due time Chrift died for the un- 
i( godly. — God commendeth his love toward us, in that 
" while we were yet (inners Chrift died for us." O, 
the abfolute freedom, the matchlefs generofity of his 
Jove! a love, indeed, peculiar to ^himfelf, infinite, 
Jike himfelf, and triumphing over all oppofition ! 
What reafon, then, have we to fay, with admiration 
and thankfulnefs, " Not unto us,0 Lord, not unto us f 
" but to thy free and unmerited love be all thepraife." 
But, farther, he gave the moft unequivocal proofg 
of his love to mankind. It led him not only to fub* 
mit to all the miferies of a humble life, but to the 
torments of a cruel and excruciating death : and this 
was the greateft proof of affe£Hon that can enter in- 
to the thought of man to conceive. " Greater love than 
" this hath no man," fays our Saviour himfelf, " that 
11 a man lay down his life for his friends :*' but he ex- 
prcfieji a love far fuperior to this •, he died for his ene- 
mies, for his perfecutors, fpr them who were difco- 
vcring the greateft malice againft him in putting him 
to death. This was an expreffion bf love without an 
example, and infinitely beyond all comparifon. Chrift, 
fays the apoftle, gave himfelf for us, the juft for the 
unjuft ; and what could he give more r He laid 
down his iife for our redemption ; and what can pof- 
fibly exceed, or even equal, this ? How unmealurc- 
ablc N then is his love, and how deferving of our con- 
ftant gratitude ! Worthy is thc Lamb that was flain, 
torcccive power, and riches,and wifdom, and ftrength, 
ind honour, and glory, and bleffing. 

3. On account of the atonement and fatisfaftion 
be made to the juftice of God for the fins of his peo- 
ple. All mankind, by nature, are under the con- 
demning fentence, and curfe, of the divine law : for 
k is faid, " Curfed is every one who continueth not 
u in ali things which are written in the book of the law 
u to do thcnr." Nor is this thc condition of thc moft 

profligatc 
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profligate and abandoned merely, but of all, without e> 
ception, that ever lived on the face of the earth : 1 
ftate, in which we are incapable of helping ourfehre; 
or affording relief to one another. None of.us coul 
deliver himfelf, or his brother, by giving to God 
fufficient ranfom. In a word, the redemption of th 
foul is precious, and, without this atonement, th 
foul muft have perifhed for ever. But, in this feafo 
of our danger, when, as the prophet exprefles 11 
there was no eye to pity, and no hand to help, Chrii 
appeared as the Mediator between God and man 
hc was made flefti, that he might be capable 
fuffering ; and cheerfully underweht, as our Surety 
that curfe and puniftiment which the law pronounce< 
againft the finner, and which we,-as tranfgreflbrs 
deferved to have borne. " He was made," iays th( 
apoftle, €S to be fin for us, who, himfelf, knew no fin 
" Hc boreour fins in his own body upon the tree. H< 
u fuffercd, the juft for the unjuft, that he might briri| 
f( us to God : w and in this manner he has given com- 
plete fatisfaftion to offended juftice, and fecured th< 
peacc and happinefs of all who believe on him. Ho\« 
infinitely worthy, then, is he of receiving praifcj 
and honour, and glory ! when we view him, as fuf 
fering on the crofs in our ftead, enduring the wratli 
of God, and Jiever quitting his ftation till juftice wai 
fully fatisfied, and till he was able to cry out witl 
the voice of triumph, " It is finifhed." 

4. On account of the invaluable bleflings he ha* 
purchafed for us. Your time would fail me, if 1 
were to illuftrate, and enter particularly on the ehu- 
meration of thefe. The crofs of Jefus is, indeed, 
thc tree of life, which bears innumirable kinds ol 
fruit, and the leaves of which are for the healingal 
thc nations. How much dbes the apoftle ex,prefs \n 
thefe few words ? u He is made of God, unto us wif- 
tf dom, righteoufnefs, fanftification, and redemption/ 1 
By ; bis death and fuflfering, thc j[uftice of God U ap- 

jcafedj 
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peafed, and provifion made for our j5ardon and juf- 
tification. The Holy Spirit is procured to enlighten 
our minds, and to fet us at liberty from the dominion 
of fin. We have comfortable accefs to God, and 
communion with him in his ordinances. The view 
of death is transformed ; the Chriftian is taught to 
confider it as an afcending to his Father and his God. 
And, finally, to the Lamb that was flain, we are in- 
debted for the glorious hope of the redemption of 
our bodies from the power of the grave, and of their 
being transformed into the refemblance of ChrinVs 
glorious body. For, if we believe that Jefus died, 
and rofe again, we may alfo believe, that thofe who 
fleep in Jefus, God will bring with him. Is he not 
then woTthy to receive power, and glory, and blef- 
fing ? Does he not deferve our higheft efteem, and 
ffloft elevated praifes, not only on account of his per- 
fonaj dignity and excellence, but alfo on account of 
Us aftoniftiing love, and the rich and precious bdne> 
fits he has purchafed ? Inftances of regard are 
fpttrs to the grateful. Let, then, our fouls, and all 
mt is within us, blefs and m^gnify his holy name. 
Let us, while on earth, anticipate tne fong and the 
converfation of angels, and afcnbe glory and praife to 
Rim that fitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb, for 
^ter and ever. 

LaJHy, I am to lead your thoughts to fome pra&U 
al improvement of this fubjeft. 

This perfon, whom the angels and the faints in 
eaven delight to honour, is confidered as poflefling 
form or comelinefs by the world, and is too often 
•eated" with difrefpe& by thofe who rank themfelves 
nong his fervants. But, confider what an unworthy 
nd ungrateful part you a&. If you difcerned real 
'Orth in any of your fellow-creatures, you could not 
ithhold your efteem ; and you would juftly blame 
ourfelves, if you did not fecretly value a man of a 
cnevolent and virtuous chara£lcr ; and yet you de r 



478 The Socrifice ef Chrijt Scr. IJ. 

fpife that infinitely excellent and glorious perfon, the 
. Son of the living God, who is fo tranfcendently worthy 
in himfelf, and fo endearing in the riches of his grace 
-and mercy. How inexcufable is this guilt ! How un- 
grateful and , difingenuous the behaviour ! And how 
juft,as well as dreadful, will be the punifhment ! You 
■expofe yourfelves to the moft threatening danger. 
.The confideration of your own ingratitude, and un- 
-worthy behaviour to Chrift, may perhaps, indeed, 
make little or no imprefEon on your minds : But, think 
ferioufly, ye defpifers of the gofpel, what the end of 
fuch things muft be ; for, how can you efcape, if you 
negle& fo divine a Saviour ? " If he^fays the apoftlc, 
€t that defpifed Mofes'slaw, died without mercy undei 
t€ two witnefles : Of how much forer punifhment, fup 
u pofeje, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath tro& 
€C den under foot the Son of God, and counted th< 
* € biood of the covenant an unholy thing i n If youx m 
"fidelity fhould make you difregard your ftiture pro 
fpe&s ; yet, confider that it wjll not alter the purpofe 
and decrees of Gbd : for, as fure as thcre is a Got 
who ruleth over all, and as fure as this book is hi 
facred word, the time is coming, when fye will rec 
Tcon, in the fiercenefs of his wrath, with all the df 
fpifcrs of his Son. And what will the finner d< 
when He rifes up ? When He judgcs, what wtf 
he anfwer him? When He proceeds to executt 
liis fentence, how will- he efcape, or refift, orcn- 
dure it ? 

Be perfuaded, therefore, I befeech you, as you lovc 
your own fouls, and would efcape everlafting miferjr» 
to lay thofe things ferioufly to heart, and eaflieftly 
beg of God, that he would effe&ually difpofe you, bj 
his grace, to honour and love the Redeemer, and 
cheerfully fubmit to his government. 

With regard to you, -who are the friends and fol- 
lowers of Chrift, and who are foon to commemorate 
bis worthinefs and love, 6e careful, 

i. To 
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1. To cherifh in- your minds the moft hpnoutable.. 
ahd becoming fentiments concerriing him. Think of 
Um, as the eternal Son of God, who, when you 
were loft and perifhing, undertook and aecomplifned 
your redemption, as God manifefted in the flefti, the 
compaflionate and powerful Mediatorj who came in- 
to the world, on the generous dcfign of faving you 
from your fins. View him as the great Prophet of 
the Churchj as the Light of this lower wofld, who 
:ame from the bofom of his Father, to give us the 
:leareft difcoveries of his will, and the moft gracious 
t&cxs of his infinite mercy. Think of Him, as the 
»reat High-prieft pf our profeflion, as fufFering, blced- 
ng, and dying 011 thc crofs, that he might make 
itonement for our fins, and obtain for us eternal re- . 
iemption. Think of Him, in virtue of his meritori- 
>us obedience, as our perpetual and prevailing Inter- 
:eflbr gt the thtone of grace. And, in a word, con- 
ider the dignity of his perfon, and the excellence of 
lis chara&er, his early compaflion, the gerierous 
lcfign on which he came, and the wonderful friend- 
Ihip hc difcovered. Let fuch thoughts as thefe occu- 
py yourattention, that, while you are mufing, the fire 
may burn, and you may remember his death with 
ftiitabre arTe6lipn. 

2. Bc cbncerned to get your love to Chrift raifed 
md inflamed : and, methinks, fuch an objec~t, as he 
las now been reprefented, fhould engage your efteem, 
md raife your affe£tion to the higheft pitch. Detach 
rour minds, then, from thofe empty fhadows, from 
hi$ vain and deceitful world, which deferves not the 
houfandth part of that love you beftow on it ; and 
jiiic your love wholly to Chrift, who is fo infinitely 
fforthy to receive it. Confider, not only the amiable- 
lcfs of his chara£ter as Mediator, but the greatnefs 
rf his love. " He loved us," fays the apoftle, " and 
" wafbed us from our fins in his own blood. ,, And is 
this a furhcient motive to recommend him to our 

warmeft 
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warmeft and moft zealous regard ? Let us, th 
humble ourfelves this day, under a fehfe of the co 
nefs of our love to Chrift \ and let us earneftly p: 
for the quickening influences of the Spirit, to bl 
up our little fpark mto a brighter flamc. 

To conclude : Let us, my dear Fellow-Chriftiai 
commemorate the Lamb that was flain, with high a 
miration of his wonderful condefcenflon and lov 
— with a fincere and lively faith in his death, as t 
great atonement, with which God is perfe&ly w 
pieafed; — with broken and cpntrite hearts for o 
fins; — and, finally, with the warmeft fentiments 
love and gratitude, for all the ineftimable and imp< 
tant bleflings which he has procured. Let us r the 
furround his table with joyful hearts, and there a 
mire, and celebrate his love. Let bur fouls magn: 
the Lord, and our fpirits rejoice in God our Savioi 
And, fince he loved us, and gave himfelf for us, 
us love him with our whole hearts, and refolve 
livc to his praife., And, for this purpofe, mayt 
blefled Spirit bre*athe on us all, that, under his of 
rations, we may aniicipate the joy, as we^l ast 
work, of Heaven, in afcribing falvation, and gloi 
and honour, and praife, to Him that fits on t 
throne, and to thc Lamb, for ever and ever. &mt 
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Xll. I. 



ware of ihe Utrotn of the Pharifees, which h hypi* 
crify. 



I S we have thfc ttear profpecT: of making a vttf 
\_ folemfi approach to God in the facrament o£ 

bupper, it is of the laft importanjce for iis ta 
3w what manner of fpirit we are of ; whether wer 
: from a good or a bad principle, and whetherth© 
\s we propofe to ourfelves be right or wrong»' 
my, it is to be feared, who artend our religious af- 
iWtes, and even (it down at the table of the Lord* 

of a chara£ter altogether difFerent from that which 
j aflume •, they have a name.to live, and yet are^ 
id ; they profcfs to hofiour God, while irt wprW 
jy deny hiro ; nay, they difguife themfelves after a 
mfand ways ; and, fojnetimes, eyen the prdfpect of 
ath does not remove the covering' which concealr 
iir chara&er from the view of their fellow-crea- 
res. But, though fuch perfons may eaCly deceive 
:n, who caii only judge by the cxternal appeacmce* 
R it 
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it is abfolutely impoflible they can impofe on ( 
who fearches tne heart,- and tries the reins, who 
through all their difguifes, and has exprefsly decla 
that an hypocrite fhall not come before him. 
certainly, then, of tht higheft impojtance, eve 
we value the favour of God, and would be acce 
of him, to attend to our Saviour's important ac 
nition in the text : " Beware of the leaven of 
" x Pharifecs, which is hypocrify." 

The Pharifees were a fe£l among the Jews 

?retended to an extraordinary degree of fanc" 
Tiey were very exaft in the external parts of 
gion, and, by their diftinguifhed 2eal,~ they wa 
nigh efteem and reputation with the people. 
notwithftanding their pretended ftriftnefs, they i 
nothing but proud and defigning hypocrites, 
hcld no chara&er in eftimation beyond the limi 
their party ; for they were fpiteful Mid malicious, 
of felf-conceit, and unmcrcifully cenforious. 1 
word, it is hard to determine whether infupj 
able pride, or deep hypocrify, was the moft 
xninent failing in their chara&er. 

By their leaven, we are fometimes, in fcriptur 
underftand their do&rine, as in Matt. xvi. 6, 
But here, you fee, our blefled Lord explains il 
meant of their hypocrify ; and this he very fitly c 
pares to leaven : for, asleaven infinuates itfelf thr< 
the mafs, till the whole be leavened, fo hypo< 
fpreads through the hearts and lives of men, 
corrupts and fpoils the very beft of their duties ; 
thereforc, he gives us an exprefs caution ag; 
it, " Beware ye bi the leaven of the Pharil 
€f which is hypocrify :" a caution highly heceifai 
be given at all times, and, more efpecially, wher 
are called to keep the gofpel-feaft of the holy { 
per with the unleavened brea.d of fincerity 
truth. 

In difcourfing, then, on this fubje£l, I fhaH 
fieayour, by Divine affiftancc, Firft., To point o* 
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you a few diftinguifhing charafters of the hypocrite, 
as fe rhany marks by which he may be known. &- 
tcndly, Show ypu the evil and danger of hypocrify ;• 
and then conclude with fome pra&ical application. 
And, may the Spirit of truth, who has the heatts of 
all men in his hand, bring the obfervations which I 
ftall make, home to your confciences, for the convic— 
tion of hypocritcs,,and thz comfort of fincere be-- 
lievers. 

- 1. I amto point out to youa few chara£bers of the 
hypocritc, as fo many marks by which he may be 
known. j 

r. The hypocrite is a&tiated by a principle of vain- - 
jlory. He frequents the church, and nerforms the 
tther dutics of religiori ; but it is not with thc view 
tfrendering to God that homage and worfhip to 
tbich he is entitied ; no, it is to be feen of men. 
ie partakes of the facrament of the Lord's Supper, 
lot to get his corruprions rnortified, and the princi-- 
les ot grac^ftrengthcned . within him, btstt that, 
herebf , he nnfy cover his fins, and acquire a name 
9 lire among his fellow-profeflbrs. He gives alms 
othfcpoor; but it is not from love to God, and 
rith a defign to. imitate the example of Chrift, but 
aerely, that he may be thought a* charitable perfon. 
fhis is what our blefTed Lord teaches u« concerning 
he hypocrite : " Moreover," fays he, " when ye 

* faft, be not as the hypocrites, of a fad counten- 
€ ance ; for. they disfigure their faces, that they 

* may appcar to men to faft (q).". " When thou doit 
*■ thine almsj do not found a trumpet before thec, 

* as the hypocrites do in the fynagogues, and in the 
1 ftreets, that they may have glory of men (£)." 
The hypocrite performs his religious duties with the 
atmoft dliigence in tue eyc of the world ; and is e- 
|ually inuiiftrious in conccaling his faults. When 
feu are obferving him, hc does well; but when you 

R 2 arc 
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are not obferving him, he allows himfelf in thafc 
which is evil. He may juflly. be compared to an 
a&or on a ftage ; for he appears in a habit, and with 
ornaments, which do not belong to him* Tb look afr 
him, he hae the air of an exceeding good Chriftian ;. 
take off the mafk, he is a very monfter» In a word,, 
the hypocrite does not care for religiorr or virtue f 
confidered nrthemfelves : the obje& of his attention 
is, to obtain the honour and refpe&ability whick 
men beftow on a religious chara&er. Hence, 

2. He is, in a particuter mannef, careful to per- 
form thofe duties of religion, . which are chiefly con- 
ne&ed with the external fervice, and make the great- 
cft appearance in the tyc of the world. Thus we 
find our Saviour defcribes the Pharifees : t€ They faft- 
*' ed very often^for a pxetence, they. made lonjf. 
€t prayers 5 they caufed a trumpet to be founded be- 
€t fore them, when they were about to give their 
" alms to the poor ; they prayed ftanding in the- 
€t fynagoguesi and ih the corners of the ftreets* 
€t they paid the tythes. of anife, mint and cumxnin* 
€t while they negle&ed the weightier matters of thc 
€t law(<f)." Accordingly, pur Meffed.Saviour com- 
pares them to whited walls and painted fepulchr&V 
that are beautiful indeed without, but, within, arc* 
full of uncleannefs and rotten bones, We may juft- 
ly compare the hypocrite ta fruits that appear fair to 
the eye, but are very bitter to the tafte,.and forae* 
times poifonous and dearily in their operation 5 or tfr 
thofewho paint their faces, who, having no natire 
beauty, cndeavour to fupply,.by art, what nature 
hath denied. Jn a word, the hypocrite affefts a iic- 
mure look, caft-dowii eyes, a mortified vifage, and' 
a great appearance of zeal ; he can pray with much 
fecming fervour, and external dcvotion ; but, at bot- 
tom, he is a wicked perfon, that entertains x finW- 
Jufts and paffions in his hearfc 
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3. A hypocrite is very often determined to a£t, inu 
latters of religion, by a regard to worldly intereft. 
nd advantage. Thus, our Sayiour tells us, that the 
harifees, for a pretence, made long flrayers, that 
ley taight devour widows houfes. Ahd the apoftle. 
>eaks of fome, that were men of corrupt minds,. 
and deftitute of the truth, fuppofing that gain i» 
godlinefs (a)" And, indeed, it is too frequently/ 
en, that men put on the mafk of religion, and take 
p the profeflion and outward praftice of it, mcrely 
om fecular views ; fome to make a livelihood of it*« 
hers to promote their trade and bufinefs ; and o- 
lers, to conciliate the favour and friendfhip of thofe 
om whom they have expe&ations of worldly advan-- 
ge. - Nay, fome are fuch abandoned hypocrites, that 
iey.affe& to be thought religious, merely that, with the 
fs fufpicion, they may cheat and defraud thcir neigh- 
>urs. And, alas ! it is much to be lamented, that, 
r thofe means, they too often accompliih their ends ^. 
t men of candour and integrity arc apt to judge of 
hers by themfelves, and think them equallv fincere 
; ttieir profeflions. But, how juftly may tnat cha- 
&er be applied to fuch covetous perfons; "They 
come before thee as thy people cometh, and thcy 
(it before thee as thy people, and they hear thy 
words, but will not do them ; for, with their* 
mouth, they fhew much love, but their heart goetli. 
after their covetoufnefs (</)." 

4. Another paTt of the hypocrite^s characler is,. 
at he has a great opinion of himfelf, of his own ; 
crit, and of his own piety and devotion* Hc 
tinks "himfelf fomething, when Ke is ; nothing ; - 
ld hence,.he takes a great deal of pleafurc arui. 
tisfaclion in hearing liirafelf commended; Some- 
nes, indeed, he feems to defpife praife ; but: 
lis is only in appearancc ;. his thoughts and his. 
ords do not correfpond : For he i» fond of 
R3 ' applacrfe; 

(#3 I Tim. vi. % S- (<0 Ezek". xxiiir/ 31.. 
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applaufe in his heart ; and if he pretend to fhun, or 
fly ftom it, it is only that you may reckon him to de- 
ferve it thq morc. Nay, fometimes, by a refined 
ftroke in deceit, the hypocrite will fpeak with hefita- 
tion of his own merit and acTtions ; but, if you con- 
tradicl him not, he is greatly difappointed, and dit 
covers manifeft indications of urieafinefs: a plain proof,, 
that his cenfures againil himfelf are only fo many 
baits to catch the praifes of others. But, if you go • 
farther, and tell him of his fault», you wiH not fail 
to kindle his refentment ; and though, for the fake 
of his own reputation, he may conceal itibr a time,; 
yet he fecretly indulges intentions of revenge, and 
only waits for a favourable opportunity of gratifying, 
that malignant paflion on the man who hacLprefum- 
cd to offend him by his counfels. Ih a word, what- 
cver religious duty the hypocrite perfonns, hia fectet.. 
boaft is that of the Pharifee: "~God, I thank thcc, 
<c that I am not as other men are;? or, like thofe whom 
the prophet Ifaiah fpeaks of, he fays, €L Starid by, 
#< come not near me, for I am holier than thou (*)."' 
And this brings me to obferve to you*. 

5. That the hypocrite is very partial. to himfelfj 
and makes great allowances for his« own faults ; 
•while he is fevere in cenfufing thc- chara&er *; and 1 
condu£t of his neighbour. Thus we find therc were 
fome in the days of our Saviour, wha could ohfcrvc 
a mote in their brother'*s eye, . but took no notice of 
thc beam in theit own. Thefe our Lord fcverely rc- : 
pfoves, " Thou hypocrite," fays he, " firft caft tfac 
** beam out of thine own eye, and thcn (halt thott 
€t fee clearly to caft out the mote out of thy brothert 
** eye (q)" This then you find is a diftinguifliing 
mark of the hypocrite : He obferves the conducl of 
•others with a jealous eye *, not that he may imiutc 
what is good, or avoid what is evil, but merely to 
fpy out their fauks, and raife his own reputatkm at ; 

(«) If. hv. 5. ^) Matt, vii. j. 
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thq expence of his neighbours. Accordingly, he in- 
terprets and eonftrues every thing they do in the 
worft fenfe. . In a word, he condemns his neighbour 
with great fcverity, while in the mean time he him- 
felf is guilty of the fame, or perhaps of greater 
crimes. " But, thinkeft thou,. O mari, that judgeft 
" them which do fuch things, and doft the fame, 
u that thou fhalt cfcape the judgment of God ?" 

6. and Laflly, It never happens that hypocrites are 
faithful to the iriterefts of religion, in a time of per- 
fecution ; for, their hearts not being right with God, 
it is no wonder if they be not ftedfaft in his cove- . 
nant. While indeed the fun (hines, and the eye of 
the world fmiles on their profeflion ; when religion 
is the fafhion of the tknes, and they can procure re- ■ 
fpe£V, or wordly advantage by it ; nothing can ap- 
parently exceed their zeal and attivity in the fervice 
of God. But if the clouds arife, and the winds of 
pprfecution blow, like dry leaves in autumn, they . 
fall from their feeming ftedfaftnefs. And this we . 
find our blcffed Lord cxprefsly marks as a fymptom 
ofhypocrify, when,. by the emblem of ftony-ground 
hearers, he reprefents them as only enduring for a 
while ; but afterwards, adds- he, when tribulation or 
pcrfecution arifq becaufe of the word, prefently they 
are offended. . . 

Thus I have endeavoured to give you fome diftin- 
guifliing characlcrs of the.hypocrite ; the marks by 
which he may be known, and by which we may 
khow whether we ourfelves 1>e finoere in our rcligious 
profeflion. I now proceed, 

II» To enforce our Saviour's caution in the text % 
or to Ihow you the evil and danger of hypocrify. 

It ia queftioned by fome, whether hypocrites or 
profanc perfons be moft hateful in the iight of God, 
or do moft harm in thc churc"h. How hateful they 
are in thc fight of God, will appear afterwards. Ae 

to 
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to the harm thcy do in the church, though h be not* 
fo great while tneir hypocrify is concealed, yet cer- 
tainly the charaficr ofthe hypocrite is of pernicious 
tendency* when it is expofed in its proper colours to 
public view. For they lay a ftumEting block in the 
<way of others •, they harden the profane j they grieve 
the generation of God's children, and expofe religion; 
to ridicule and contcmpt. — Hypocrites are fo hatefal 
in the fight of God, that eur bleffed Saviour pro- 
nounces a woe againft them no lefs than eight times 
in one chapter^" Woe unto you," fays he, " Scribes, 
" Pharifees. and hypocrites (/#)." He exhorts his 
hearers, in nis excellent fermon on the Mount, to be- 
ware of fuch as come to them in iheeps clothing, 
but inwardly are ravening wolves. And whenhe 
threatens impenitent finners with the fevereft punift- 
ments, he fays, they (hall havc their portion with 
the hypocrites, in that lake that burneth with' fire and 
biimftone, where there is nothing but weeping and: 
wailing, and gnafhing of teeth. 

Now, if we inquire into the reafon of God's ex- 
treme hatred and averfion to hypocrijtes, we may eafily 
difcover it : For, 

i. Hypocrites mafee a mock of God. They affront* 
• his infinite knowlcdge, and think to impofe upon him 
by a fpecious appcarance j for while they honour hua 
with their lips, their hearts are far from hiro. They 
have a form of godlinefs ; but they deny, nay th«y 
are enemics to the life and power of it. With their 
feet thcy tread the courts of the Lord, and cven 6t 
at his table* but- at the fame time they trample upon 
his ordinances, and proftitute them to their own bafc 
and fordid euds* Now, how gre^t an indignity muft 
it be, to offer? an affront to the omnifcient Jehovab? 
who requires truth in the inward parts ; from whofe 
eye nothing can be hid •, who has expreftly declared 
that he will bring every fecret thing into judgmerit. 

Thi* 
(«) Matt. x*iii» 
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This is, in effeft, to rqb him of one of his moft glori- 
ous attributes, and to deal with him a$ if he were a» 
Being that might be impofed on. And muft not fuch 
a dinngenuous behaviour, fuch a bafe trifling with 
the AJmighty, excite his juft and dreadful indig- 
nation ? 

2. No other Gnner, in fo dircft a manner, de- 
privcs the Supreme Being o£ that glory and honour* 
to which he is entitled. The unclean perfon, fon 
inftance, is willing that God be glorified, provided 
he be allowed to gratify his fenfuaL appetites. Thc 
covetous man will pay homage and refpeft to God, 
provided he may be allowed to retain and increafe his< 
Arealth. The revengeful perfon has no objedtion that 
God (hould be honoured 5 only let him be avenged of 
bj^cnemy, or the perfon who has injured him. But 
the hypocrite, proftitutes every thing that is moft 
fecred and valuable, to procure to himfelf honour and 
efteem. Nothing, furely, is more facred than prayer 
to God, than religious fafting, than giving of Chrifti- 
an charity, and partaking in the holy fupper. But 
the ftypocrite, proftitutes all thefe ; he fafts for no o* 
ther end f but thathe may appear to the world to be ar 
mortified perfon ; tie prays, only that he.may fccm ta 
be devout \ he gives alms forthe fake of oftentation ; 
and he appears.at the table of the Lord, that he may» 
be thought a fincere Chriftian. Now,, what is this, 
but an entleavour to dethrono the Majefty of heaven, 
and to exalt him who is created, above that glorioua 
Being ivho cifcated him ? An4 O how hateful and pro- 
voking muft this be to Him, who is fo jealous of his 
own honour, and will not give his glory to another i 

3. Hypocrites are the more inexcufablg, and wor* 
thy of condemnation, fince frequently, under the co* 
ldur and falfe pretext of piety and charity, they fe- 
duce, and even fometimes corrupt weak and weJl 
meaning perfons. And, in this refpeft, thcy ars 
more dangerous than thofe who are. openly. profanev 

f Oti 
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for the openly profane cnnnot impofe upon any but 
fuch as have no mind to be religious : Whereas, hy- 
pocrites, under a fpecious outward appearance, con- 
ceal the deformity of vice, infinuate themfelves into 
the affections, and by good words and fair fpeeches 
deceive the hearts of the fimple. I do not indeed 
deny, that a profane perfon gives a more pernicious 
example to the world, and may do more mifchief by 
fuch an example ; but the hypocrite fometimes does 
more prcjudice to religion, by undermining it, than 
the profane perfon by all his open affaults. The 
former, is an open and declared enemfy, and therefore 
has it lefs in his power to bring calumny and reproach 
either on religion itfelf, or on thofe who have devoted 
themfelves to the obfervance of its precopts : But the 
latter, is a concealed enemy •, he kiffes when he would 
betray, and makes it almcft impoflibJe for thofe who 
have received no impreffiohs of ferioufnefs on their 
own minds, to dctermine concerning the effe&s of 
religion on the minds of others. Arid, finally, it is 
xnuch eafier to guard agakift fuch as are openly pro- 
fane and licentious, than agatnft perfons*of this "cha* 
ra&er •, becaufe we are ready to efteem them fincere 
and upright in their profeffion. 

4. The hypocrite is a chara&er which God will rooft 
certainly punifh with great feverity. For, as he can- 
not be deceived by the moft artful appearances, and 
as he has a perfc£t. knowledge of the hearts oi all men, 
he will not fail, in due time, to make the hypocrite 
appear in his proper colours. This is what our 
Saviour exprefsly tells us in the verfe immcdiately 
following the text ; " There is nothing" fays hc, 
€t covercd that ihall not be revealed, neither hid that 
" fhall not be known." The day is approaching 
when he will take offthe mafk with which hypocrites 
are now covered, the ma(k of all their counterfeir- 
ed picty, when he will expofe them, with all their 
deformities about thcm, in.the open light of dayj 

and. 
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and then, inftead of that felf-applaufe which thejr 
were wout to feel from fuccefsful diffimulation, they 
fliall be covered with eternal confufion. Even on 
carth t there are times when God removes the deceit 
of the hypocrjte, and difcovers him to the world. 
Affli&ipn and perfecution have often made him 
known. But, ix he fliould go down to deftruftion 
by a private road, cairying this miferable comfort 
with him, that no one knows or- thinks that he i« 
gone thither ; yet the laft and great day will cxpofe 
nim tp public view ; and then it will be found, to his 
eternal difgrace, that while he thought he was im- 
pofing upon others, he was falling a facrifice to his - 
own deceit ; for the righteous and omnifcient Judge 
will then unveil the hypocrite before the aflembled 
world; and all Ihall point at him, and fay, u Lo, this 
11 is the man that made not God his hope ; this is he 
" that wore a garment of righteoufnefs to deceive^ 
" but God has now ftript him naked, and all men fee 
" what he is." 

Having thus fhewn you a few of the principal 
characteriftics of hypocrify, and the evils of it, I fhaH. 
now, as was propofed, conclude wkh fome prattical 
application. : 

Since then yon have heard what an odious charac- 
ter that of the hypocrite is, let «s put the matter to 
a ferious trial, whether we arc merely Chriftians in 
name, or fincere and upright in our profefiion. This 
is an inquiry in which we are at all times rnuch in- 
terefted ; but riever more than on thk occafion, when 
.we are to make a folemn approach to God in the 
facrament of the Supper ; for, by this approach, we 
4>rofefs to be his fincere and devoted fervants : And 
if you are not fo in good earneft, what a dreadful 
liazard do you run ? Your profeffion of obedience 
wili be an abomination in his fight, and you will eat 
and drink judgment to yourfelves.-r-But, on the other 
^hand, if, upon a fair and impartial examination of 
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^your hearts, you have reafon to think that you are 
not hypocrites, but-the fineere lovers of Jefus Chrift, 
with what joy may you npproach the table of tht 
Xord ? What plealure may you expe& to find in thi* 
ordinance ? For, how delightful rnuft it be, to draw 
«near to God, as a reconciled fether and feiend in 
Chrift, and to bcaflured that we are commemorating 
His love, who died for our offences, and-now appears 
at the right hand of the Majefty in the heavens, as 
our Interceffor ? Let me then prevail with you, to 
examine yourfelves with refpeft to this important 
xjueftion ; and while you are doing fo, look up to 
God in earneft prayer, that he would fearch and try 
you ; and enable you, by his grace, to difeern what 
fpirit you are of. -And, that I may give you fome 
afliftance in tfris examinatipri, I fhall juft remind you 
of what has beenfaid, in xlefcribing the >chara£ler of 
the hypocrite. 

Permit me then to inquire, by what motives ywi 
are governed. What is your particular end aqd in- 
tention in partaking of the holy faeramem of the 
Supper ? Are you governed merely by cuitom, or 
brought hithcr to avoid fingularity ? Is<it to acquire 
a name, and to be thought religious ; or is it to pro- 
mote fome worldly, purpofe ? If fo, whatever re« 
ward you may get from men ; you are m fa<ft but 
diflembling hypocrites, and cannot be accepted of 
God. . ' 

Is all your religion public ? Are you«zealous for 
God and your -duty when obferved by man, but m- 
different and carelels aboutit, when no eye iees you 
but God and your own confcience i Can you live 
in the negle& of fecret prayer ? or, if you go the 
round of duties, aie you at no pains <o engage your 
heart in them ? Do you allow yourfelves in fecrct 
fins,, when there is no danger of difcoveiy, and xk> 
fear of forfeitirig your reputation ? In q word, ifiit , 

nothing 
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nothing but the eye of man that awes you from the 
commUfion of fin ? If fo, whatever profeffion you 
may nlake of religion, you have the evident fymptoms 
of nypocrify about you. 

Have you an exalted opinion of yourfelves, you* 
merit and your attainments ? Are you going about 
to eftabliih your own righteoufnefs, inftead of fub* 
mitting to the fighteoufnefs pf Chrift ? When you 
pray* with fome natural fervour; when you find plea- 
fure in reading or hearing the word ; when you ae- 
quire a fuperior degree of knowledge in religion, or 
live with more external decorum than fome othcr» 
around you ; Do thefe things puff you up with the. 
fond conceit of your own merit or abilities, and make 
you look down with difdain upon thofe whofe attain* 
ments you regard as inferior to your own ? Is it the 
fccret ianguage of your hearts, — I am not as.other ment 
are, or even as this publican ? In a word, are you 
fcvere in cenfuring the conduft of others ; while \\\ 
the mean time, you allow yourfelves in the omiffionv 
of comjnanded duty, or the praftice of known fin ? 
If this be your temper and fpirit, whateycr you pre- 
tend, you are nothing in religion ; a criminal felf-love 
is the idol you adore* 

Are you fecretly refolved to follow Chrift no long- 
*t than is confiftent > with your teraporal intereft ? Do> 

Jtou conduft yourfelves fo cautioufly, as to avoid all 
ufferings for religion ? Have you a fecret referve 
in your breafts, to launch out no farther in the fervice 
of God, than to that point, from which you may re- 
turn with fafety to your lives, cftates, or liberties f 
This is a plain fign that your hearts are not right with 
God; nay, fuch refolutions as thefe, fuch finful cau- 
tion and referve, are an abomination to him, and evi- 
dently fliew, that you are ftilf completely deftitute o£ 
trery principle of piety and devotion» 

Put thefe queftions, my brethren, to yoiir owi« 

«jpofciences. Confult your own expericnce, and deal 

S impartiaJlj 
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impartially with yourfelves, as in the fight of God 5 
and if you (ind, upon ferious refleclion, thafyour 
hearts are falfe and diflembling, beware of venturing 
xo approach to the table of the Lord ; for you will be 
unwelcome guefts there. He will fay to you, Fricnd, 
How cameft thou in hither, not having the wedding 
garment ? And inftead of receiving advantage by 
that holy inftitution, you will but eat and drink 
judgment to yourfelves. On this occafion, your 
yroper duty is, 

1. To be deeply humbled before God, under the 
fenfe of the bafenefs of your hypocrify. And in or- 
<ler to this, ferioufly reflecl on the odious nature of 
that fin. To want holinefs, is criminal enough, but 
to diflemble, and pretend to it, when you are not 
Teally poflefled of it, is double impiety. To makc 
jeligion, the moft . excellent thing in the world, a 
cover to vice, to ferve the devil under the cloak of 
i\ religious profeflion, is a crime of the deepeft dye, 
^and the moft aggravated demerit. 

2. To fly to the mercy of God, by faith, in thc 
blood of Chrift, for obtaining the pardon of your ag- 
^ravated guilt. For the mercy of God, as revealed 
in the gofpel, is the only refuge of a guilty foul ; and 
whatever you may be, though the very chief of Gn- 
ners, if you are awakened to a ferious convi&ion of 
your fin and danger, you havc no reafon to dofpair of 
relief. There is abundant provifion in the gofpel, 
both for the cure of your hypocrify, and the pardon 
of your guilt. There have been fmners, whofe guih 
lias been as great as yours, and who have yet been 
converted, and forgiven, in the name of the Lord 
Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God •, and thefe will 
itill be as efFeflual for your converfion and pardon. 

And now, to conclude, let us all beware of hypo- 
crify. Lef us remember, that God requireth truth 
iii the inward parts, and that a hypocritc ffaall not 

corac 
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come before him ; that his all-feeing eye is conftantly 
obferving us, and that, in a little time, we mutt ftand 
before his judgment-feat, where all difguife muft bc*. 
laid afidc, and where every one (hall be finally re- 
warded according to his works. 

And in a particular tnanner, let us who are defign- 
cd communicants, lay afide all hypocrify and guile, 
and draw near with a true heart : For this is in a. 
manner the one thiiig needful •, it is the wedding gar- 
ment, without which we cannot be welcome guefts ; 
and it ihould attend every part of our wQrk at tliis 
folemnity. Let us then be obedient to our Saviour's dy- 
ing command, " This do, in remembrance of me j'* 
not with cye-fervice, as men-pleafers \ butin fingle- 
nefs of heart, as unto Chrift. . And let us look up ta 
him, and wait on him, in the diligent ufe of appoint- 
ed meanS, that he may purify and prepare our hearts \ 
that fo, by his bleffing, and the afliftance of his Spirit^ 
we may keep this gofpel-feaft, not with old leaven* 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickednefs, bue 
with the unleavened bread of fincerity and truth. 
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Rev. 3, 16. — So theti) becaufe thou art Ittiewarm^ ani 
neither cold nor hot> I nvillfpue thee out of my mouth. 

INDIFFERENCE about religion, or what i* nearlf 
allied to it, fecurity and floth, is a difeafe which 
appears to be generally prevalent among all ranks of 
jnen. There are many who feem perfe£Uy eafy as to 
the ftate of their fouls, and the interefts of religioo, 
provided their corn, wine, and oil, their worldly cbm- 
forts and pleafures abound. They are, in fpirituai 
matters, as the men of Laifti were in civil, they dwcil 
in a carelefs fecure manner. Nor is this the difeafe 
of thofe in a ftate of nature only ; believers themfelves 
are frequently infe&ed.with it : they too becoxne 
frequently indifferent. In this cafe, the kindriefe of 
their youth, and the love of their efpoufals are con- 
fiderably abated ; they negle& to cherifti and improve 
the .graqe of God that is in them j and hence their 
pious and good difpofitions, for want of exercife, are 
weak and feeble ; their attainments in holinefs are not 
increafed, ahd their lives do not fhine with that bright 
luftre, which ftiould adorn the dodtrine of their God 
and Sayiour. N * 

This, we find, was the prevailing chara£ter of the 
church of Laodicea, the moft formal and degenerate 

of 
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of the once famous' churches of LelTer Afia. Our 
■Blefled Lord, who is the Amen, the faithful and true 
Witncfs, charges them, in the verfe immediately pre- 
ceding our text, with this indifferent fpirit : ff I 
" know thy Worlcs," fays he, " that thou art ncither 
C( cold nor hot." They had taken upon them the pro- 
feflion of Chriilianity \ they ownecf the truths and laws 
ofChrift, and the obligations refulting from them 5 r- _ 
and fo they were not abfolutely cold. But, on the o- 
ther hand, there was no fpirit in their religion, no 
vkai influence animating their hearts. Their princi- 
ples were not lively and adtive. They did not behave 
*s thofe who are in earneft in what they profefs. ln 
1 word, they did not love Chrift in an eminent degree, 
nd, of confequence, were deftitute of that warmtrw 
nd vigour, which chara&erife his difciples. In the 
aJlowing part of the verfe, our Lord declares his dif-- 
pprobation of this temper of fnind ; ff 1 wQuld," % fays; 
e, " thou wert cold or hot." As if he had faid,. 
3U would a£r, more confiftently with yourfelves, and 
would be more fbr my honour, if either you would 
ltirely-quit your Chrhtian profeffion, or be more in* 
rneft in the pra£Hce of all Ghriftkn<dutfc$. 
And then, in the text, he expreffes his difpieaftire 
their indifference irr ftronger tcrms, and' threatens 
em with utter reje&ion : " So then, becaufe thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, Iwill fpue 
thee out o£ my mouth." The metaphorical lan- 
tage employed on this occafion, is ftrongly expreffive 
God's hatred againft indifferenoe in religious mat— 
rs, and eonveys an awful threatening of the punifh- 
cnt which he will infliQ: on men of this chara&er. 
Tbis unconoerned and indifferent fpiritj then,*the- 
ie chara&er of formal profeflbrs, who never engaged' 
emfelves heartily in the ways of< God, is a fpirit 
lich he hates. And this fpirit, being evidently too'» 
ach indulged by us at prefent, Ifliall endeavour, byv 
e Divine afliftanee, to lay before you its nature andft 
S 3 confequence**, 
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confcquences, by pointing out to you, JFirft, Some 
diftinguifhing characteriftics of thofe whb are indif- 
ferent and carelefs in their religious profeffion, from 
which you may know whether you belong to this clafs 
of men. SecotidIy 9 The caufes of this indifference in 
religion ; and^ Lafll?, The import of the threatening 
in the text, as an argument to alarm your fears, and 
cxcite you to greater warmth and a£Uvity in the fer- t 
idce of God* 

I.- I begin, then, with briefly pointing out to you, 
fome diftinguifhing characleriftics of thofe, who roajr 
juftly be denominated, indificrent in their religious 
profeffion. 

1 . Men of this chara&er, are thofe who have a J 
namc to live, and yet are dead ; who have too much 
religion to bc efteemed carnal, and too little to 
be truly fpiritual ; a generatibn that has too much 
worldly wifdom to venture much, and yet are fo fool- 
i(h as to lofe all. They are unwilling to forfake trutb 
altogether, and^ftill more fo to exert therrifelves with 
diligence in following it. The form of godlinefs they 
affeflt as an honour 5 the power of it they efteem a 
burden. 

They are divided in their hea/fcs and affe&ions 1>e- 
tween God and the world. Like the Ifraelites in the 
days of Ahab, they halt betwixt two, as if uncertain 
which to follow. Nay, they would fain fcrve both 
God and Mammon ; though it be true, thafc thefetwo 
mafters are contrary to each other, and that thcrefbre 
it is impoffible to ferve the one, without abandoning 
the other. 

2. Thofe alfo are indifferent iri religion, wlio fecrct* 
"" ly indulge, and (helter any beloved luft and finful 

paffion under the covert of a profeffion, or jalJow them* 

*■ felves to pra&ife them in their lives. A fincere re- 

gard to the gk>ry of God, and the interefts of religion, 

operates on every part of the conduct. It influence* 

; |he heart^ an^L inclinfcs us to faerifice every licentipus- 

defirc» 
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(ire. There are men, on the other hand, who, while 

:y wilh to ferve God, have yet a fecret referve for 

: gratification of fome favourite luft. They arc 

ivinced of the propriety of being religious, but this 

nvi&ion has an imperfeft influence on their con- 

Gt. Like Naaman the Syrian, they are willing to 

y homage to God, while, at the fame time, they 

mld gladly indulge in any fecret fin, to which they 

ppen to be devoted : " Thy fervant," faid Naaman 

Elifha, " will henceforth offer neither burnt-ofFer- 

ing nor facrifice unto other gods, but unto thc 

Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy fer- 

vant, thnt when my mafter goeth into the houfc 

of Rimmon to worlhip there, and he leaneth on 

my hand, and I bow myfelf in the houfe of Rim- 

mon : when 1 bow down myfelf in the houfe of Rim- 

mon, the Lord pardon thy fervant in this thing (a)" 

id yet this fecret fin, which they perhaps confidef 

of little importance, like a worm at the root of a 

mt, will make them die, and wither at laft. The 

nuine love of God, teaches us to hate every cvil and 

cked work* to lay afide evcry weight, and the fin 

lich moft eafily befets us ; and the perfon who dif- 

▼ers indifference in one point, may be juftly faid to 

indirferent to the glory of God, and to offcnd in all. 

3* and laftly^ Thofe alfo are indifFerent profeflbrs, 

bo haVe no hearty concern for the intcrefts of 

arUt/s kingdom, and the falvation of others. Give 

em but enough of this world ; let their corn and 

ine abound, and it is of equal importance to them, 

bether reUgion profper or decline. They mind not 

e afflidions of Jofeph; they have no fympathy 

ith thofe that fuffer ; nor do they moum for the ark 

God when it is in danger. Like Gallio, or rather 

a worfe tempcr 5 they care for none of thofe things ; 

td, like thofe in the parable, go their ways, one. to 

s farm, and another to his merchandize. In a word^ 

ey are of a riarrow, felfifli, .contra&ed fpirit ; and, 

provided 
(«) aKin|$v. 17, 18/ 
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provided things go wdl with themfdves, in their 
privatc worldly concerns, they dwell at eafe in Zion, 
and feek not the things that are Chri(l'-s. 

Thefe, theh, are the diftinguifliing charafters of 
fuch as are indifFerent in religion ; the fymptoms of 
that deadly difeafe, which the great Phyfician of 
fouls condemns in the church of Laodicea ; and for 
which, he threatens them with his higheft difpleafure. 
I now proceed, 

IL To point out to you, the caufes that. concur in 
producing this indifFerent fpirit. 

1. IndifFerence in religion, often flows from too 
great love to the world. c< Demas hath forfaken 
ts us," fays the apoftle, " having loved this prefent 
world."— " If any man," fays John, "love the world*, 
€< the love of the Father is not in him ;" and where 
there is no love to God, there can be no zeal for his 
glory. It is no wonder, that thofe, whofe hearts are 
devoted to this world, and who have no fifm and 
fteady faith of a better, fhould be indifFerent as to thc 
matters of God ; for thefe, as I before obferved to 
you, are two mafters, whofe interefts and command* 
are fo abfolutely incompatible, that it* isimpoflible to 
ferve both. This is beautifully illuftrated by oor 
Saviour, in the parable of the marriage fupper: 
c< When the fervant came to call them thaf were bicK- 
<c den, they all, with one confent, began to make tfr 
cc cufe: one had bought a piece of ground, and 
u he muft needs go and fee it 5 another had bought 
u five yoke of oxen, and he muft go to prove them ; 
<r and the third had married a wife, and thcrefbre 
<c could not come (A). M Thus, the pleafures of the 
world on thc one hand, and the profits of it on the 
otherj occupy the minds of men, and render them 
carelefs and indifferent about religion : For, while 
their aflfe&iqns are thus«deeply engaged in. the pur- 

fuit . 
(*)Luk*xiv« 
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it of earthly and fenfible obje£ts, theyhave neither 
:eem nor inclination for the things that concerri 
e gloTy of Chrift, and their own falvation/ For 
e truth of this, may I not appeal to the expericnce 
many.of you ? Do you not find, for inltance, that 
e love and cares of the world diftracl: your mmd, 
aen you are engaged in the duties of religious wor- 
ip, and rendcr you liftlefs and inattentive to the 
iritual performance of them ? Nay, do you not 
id, when your time, your zeal, and a&ivity, are 
iefly employed about the things pf this world •, wheri 
u are moft folicitous in making provifion for the 
(h, either to fulfil the lufts of it, or, with the rich 
an in the parable, to have goods to lay up for many 
ars, that then you are moft indirTcrerit and carelefs f * 
the difcharge of your duty to God ? Beware then, 
Vthe pleafures and purfuits of this world, divert 
ur minds from the one thing needful, and makc 
^i carelefs and unconcerned about it. 
2. IndifFerence, in matters of religion, proceeds of- 
a from felf-Jconceft ; a proud, overweening opinioa 
our own merit and fufficicncy. This, wefind, our 
effed Lord affigns as one caufe of itin the -church of 
ibdrcea. They boafted that they werc rich, and 
creafed with goods, and had need of nothing ; 
bile, in the mean time, they were wretched, and mi- 
rablc, and poor, and blind, and naked. They were 
ntented with the improvement they had made, and 
nfidered higher attainments as impoffible or unne- 
ftary. And this,' irideed, is a natural effe£t of 
ide and felf-conceit. For, when perfons have a 
gh opinion of themfelves, of their own merit and 
Jlities, it lulJs the ( m into a ftate of fpiritual eafe ani 
tai fecurity ; they are carelefs of their duty, anot 
lwatchful againft fih. If you remind them 01 their 
mger, and warn them to fly from the wrath tp 
me 5 if you teli them of their need of Chrift* and 
it them upon applying in good earneft to him for 

wifdom 
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wifdom and ftrength to guide and affift them, ancl 

for righteoufnefs to entitle them to eternal life ; you 

fpeak, as it were, to the dead. They flight thofe ad- 

inonitions as needlefs, or beneath them. They that 

are whole, that think themfelves whole and in health, 

will not apply to the phyfician. In a word, a proud, 

conceited finner, who fancies himfelf to be forae- 

thing, when he is nothing, neither prizes the grace 

of God revealed in the gofpel, nor has any true zeal 

for the interefts of his kingdom, but flatters himfelf 

in his own eyes ; and God is not in all his thoughts. 

3. It flows alfo from want of ferious confideratiou. 

Men do not attend to fubjecls of the greateft import- 

ance, and therefore, are not fully perfuaded, nor 

have they lively views, of the excelience of that fal- 

vation which God reveals to us in the' gofpel. They 

do not confider the mifenes that are prepared for carc- 

lefs finners, who defpife the offers of mercy and re- 

conciliation through Jefus Chrift ; nor do they re- 

member, that falvation is the one thing needful, thc 

good part that fhall never be taken away \ and that 

they.are called to work oiit their own lalvation with 

fear and trembling. If thofe important truthi tcccit- 

- ed from mankind the atteption which they deferre, 

they would go far to fubdue a carelefs and lndiflfeienl 

fpirit. But, notwithftanding thofe plain intimations, 

many indulge a vain hope, that it is an eafy thing to 

be faved, and that reiigion is a work of no great dif- 

ficulty. They confider not, that the Spirit of God, 

in the facred fcriptures, gives a different account of 

this matter. There, we are exprefsly told, " that 

•' ftrait is the gate, and narrow the way, that lead-' 

** eth unto life, and few there be that find it ; that 

i€ we muft labour, nay, ftrive, to enter in 5 that the 

u kingdom of heaven fuffereth violcncc, and the 

€i violent muft take it by force r that even the righte- 

€€ ous themfelves (hall fcarcely, and with difficulty, 

u be faved : Where, then, fhall the ungodly, and 

«« the 
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<c thc finner, appear ?" Surely, if men would but 
ferioufly confider thefe things, if they firmly believed 
them, they would be fervcnt and diligent in ferving 
the Lord. 

4. Another.caufe of indiftrrence in religion, is, the 
love of eafe, and c^rnal floth and fecunty. There 
are too many profeffing Cliriitiaat, who, in matters 
of religion, are like the fluggard in the book of Pro- 
verbs. The language of their hcarts is, * c Yet a little 
<f fleep, yet a Iittle flumber, yet a little folding of the 
u hands tq fleep." They indulge themfclves in floth 
and lazinefs, and put off the working out of their fal- 
ration from one day to another, ftill refolving ; but 
never fetting a&ually about it. They are like the 
dooron its hinges, that makcs no progreflive motionj 
or,"if they.make any attempts, they are faint and in- 
efFe&ual. Their goodnefs, at beft, is but like the 
morning-cloud, and the early dew, that foon pafs a- 
way. How many are there, even under a Chriftian 
profeffion, who fpend their days in going round the 
fame unhappy circle. of finning and repenting, and 
repenting and finning ; who being thus unftable as 
water, cannot excel, nor poffcfs any true zeal for thc 
glory of God, or their own falvation. Nay, are 
there not fome who were formerly fervent in fpirit^ 
and zealous for religion ; but now, bewitched with. 
the charms of eafe and indolence, are become dull, 
and lifelefs, and indifferent. Let fuch perfons feri- 
oufly confider what our Lord fays to the church of 
Ephefus ; " Neverthelefs, I have fomewhat againfl: 
lc thec, becaufe thou haft left thy firft love : remem- 
M ber, therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and 
u repent, and do the firft works ; or elfe I will come/ 
" unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candleftick 
" out of his place, except thou repent (a)" 

5. and laftly, Indifference fometimes proceeds ffom 
the company with which we affociate, and jhe unhap- 
py influence of their pemicious example. For, if 

(*) Rer. ih 4, $. 
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they be of a carclcfs and indifferent fpirit with rc- 
fpeft to rcligion, we are too apt to contraft the famc 
tempcr and difpofiticn. <c Be not deceived," fays thc 
tpoftle Paul, cc evil communications corrupt good man- 
<c ners." To the truth of this obfervation* your own 
eiperience will bear witnefs. TeJl me, ye that ftc- 
quent the company of fuch as are carelefs and un- 
concerned about religion, efpecially if, at the faml 
time, they. be profane and vicious in their converfa- 
tion ; Do ye not find, by hearing fin frequently mock- 
cd at, and religion turned into ridicule, that your ab- 
horrence of the former is apt to wear off, and youf 
rcgard for the latter is gradually diminifhed ; in fome 
inftances,. perhaps, almoft extinguiihed ? Nay, I 
would afk you, who are the children of God ; Doyc 
not fometimes find it difficult, to preferve a fpiritual 
ind ferious frame, in the company even of fober mcn, 
when the converfation turns upon the things of thii 
world ? .How great then muft your danger be, how 
xnuch more difficult to preferve your relifti for thc 
duties of religion, and your zeal for the interefts of 
ChriftV kingdom, if you venture into the paths of thc 
ungodly, and fit with the workers of iniquity f Hcnce 
is that needful caution of the apoftlePetcr: cc Bc- 
* c ware," fays he, " left being led away with the er- 
f c rors of the wicked, ye fall from your own fted- 
« c faftnefs (m)." 

Thus, I have endeavoured to point out to yotf, 
ibme of the chief caufes that concur in producinj 
an indiffercnt fpirit in matters of religion ; that cVi- 
ininal difeafe of the foul, atwhich our Lord expreffes 
fuch high difpleafure in the text ; and for which, hc 
threatens the church of Laodicea with utter rejeftion: 
« c So then," fays he, cc becaufe thou art lukewarm* 
* c and neither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee out of 
ff my mouth." And this brings me, 

fn) % Pft, Hi. 17. 
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and lojily, To explain to you, the import of 
:adful threatening m the text, as an argument 
te y$ur attention, and engagc you to warmth 
tivity in ferving the Lord. 
his threatcning demonftrates, that fuch perfona 
: obje&s of his difguft and averfion. He is, as 
;, fick of them-, he cannot bear them, and loathes 
idifFerence ; nay, he reckons a carelefs profef- 
tiis religion, to be worfe than an infidel j for, 
\ know not God, nor the method of falvatioa 
h Chrift, are not fo guilty in finning againft 
s thofe who know his will, and do it not. 
; what our Saviour himfelf exprefsly tells us» 
: the fame time, fubjoins the reafon and juftice 
proceeding : " That fervant/' fays he, " who 
v his Lord's will, and prepared not himfelf, 
lier did according to his will, fhall be beaten 
t many ftripes : . But he that knew it not, and 

commit things worthy of ftripes, ftiall bc 
en with few fhripes : For unto whomfoever 
h is given, of him fliall much be rcquiredj 
to whom men have committed much, of hini 
they afk the more (/')." Pity and compaffion is 

thofe, who walk in the darknefs of idolatry* 
; they know not the way to happinefs. But 

profefs Chriftianity, and -yCt are carelefs and" 
erned about it, are moft juftly the obje&s o£ 
\ abhorrence-, becaufe, under the mafk and 
f a religious profeflion, -they are either afraid 
ing his commandments, or betray the interefts 

kingdom. A prince exercifes more clemency 
pen and avowed enemy, than to a fubjeft who 
>elled againft his govemment. Thus we find 
rd does not condemn Pilate with fuch feverity f 
lifciple who betrayed him : For he faid to the 
, €i He that delivered me unto thee, hath thc 
:cr fin." But he faid to Judas, iC Wo to that 
T 5« man, . 

Lttkcxii.47, 48. 
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4t man by whom the Son of man is betrayed : good 
c< were it for that man if he had never been born." 
In a word, a carelefs profeflbr of religion, may call 
his indifference, charky, meeknefs, moderation, or 
what foft name fhall be moft agreeable to him ; but it 
is a temper more hateful to God, and deferves heavier 
condemnation, than that of the heathen or infidel, 
becaufe it is not only bafer in itfelf, Wt gives an 
example, of pernicious confequehce to religion. 

2. and laflhi IndifFerent profeflbrs of religion, are not 
only the objcfts of ChrifVs diflike andaverfion, buthc 
will exclude them from his prefence, and refufe them 
the marks of his friendfhip. This is alfo plainly implied 
in the dreadful threatening in the text. He, who i» 
the only Fountain bf happinefs, in whofe favour thcrc 
is life, and whofe loving-kindnefs is better than lifc, 
will for ever exclude them from his blifsful prefence 
and love. And were this all, this alone would be a 
very grievous punifhment. But he will alfo throw 
them into that place -of horror, -which is appointed to 
leceive all the impurities of, the -earth, even the bot- 
tomlefs pit, that lake that burns with fire and brim- 
ftone, where the wicked are tormented day and nightv 
Accordingly, we find this is the doom pronounced 
hj our Saviour on the flothful, unprofiitable fervant : 
•* Caft him," fays he, " ihto outer darknefs^ tharc 
*' fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth.'* "A ter- 
Tible, but at fhe fame time righteous punifhmcnt, 
which fhould fill us with horror, and make us guard 
againft that indifference in reljgion by which it may 
be incurred. 

. Let us thcn ferioufly cxamine ourfelves, whether 
lliis be our real chara&er, or, whether, oii the other 
hand, we have a triie zeal and fervor of fpirit in 
ferving the Lord. It is not enough that you profefs 
much love to Chrift, that you call him Lord, Lord, 
and make high pretenfions to zeal for his glory. 
Nay, it is not enougb, that you perforni the extemal 

dutiea 
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s of religion, and be forward and a£Uve in your 
ivours to promote it : For, thefe things you may 
nd yet be cafelefs and indifferent in your heart; 
re apt todeceive ourfelves in this initance, and 
fore we have great need to be jealous and watch- 
The inward temper of the foul is firft to be 
lered, and thcn the expreflions of it in the life 
ra&ice. I aflc you, then, Are your hearts di- 
betwixt God and the world ? Do you fecretly 
;e any finful luft or paflion ? Have you no 
r concern for the glory of God, or the falvation 
lers ? And, provided things go well with your- 
, as to your private worldly concerns, can yoa 
egardlefs whether religion flourifh or decay^ 
s be the cafe with you, whatever zeal you may 
ld, it is but vain oftentation ; and the Searcher 
arts, the infallible Judge of men, will, in the , 
»f his wrath, pronounce you indifferent, and 
1 you from his prefence. 

perfuaded, therefore, ye who are of this indif- 
t fpirit with refpect to religion, who care fop 
of thofe things, to hearken and comply with 
aviour^s advice to the church of Laodicea ; " Bc 
lous, and repent (a)" Awake, thou that fleepeft» 
from the dead, and Chrift will give thee both 
nd light. Cbnfider how hateful your indiffer- 
ts to God, and what aggravated mifery and ruin»' 
11, if perfifted in, briug upon yourfelves. Be- 

then, your paft indiffcrence, and miferablc 
ig in thofe things which concern your everlaft- 
leace. Be frequent in prayer to God for thc 
ening and enlivening influences of the divine 
: j and, in humble dependence pn his promifed 
, whatfoever your hand findeth to do for the 

of God, the good of others, and the falvation 
ur own precious fouls, do it with airyour rhight » 
iere is no wprk, nor device, nor knowledgc, nor 
>m in the grave, whither vou arc hafteoing. 

T 2 . S E IU 

(a) Rcv. iii. 19. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

THE EXAMPLE OP CHRIST, A PERFEQT STAND- 
ARD FOR THE IMITATION OF CHRISTIANS, 



X John li. <J. 

He tlat faith he abidtth in Hitn, ought himfelf aljo f$ 
to walk } evtn as He vvalked. 



WHEN we confider that we are exprefsly conw 
manded, in the gofpel, to imitate the exatfiple 
of Chrift 5 when we furvey the fair and unbleraiflied 
ojriginal itfelf,. and refleft on the peciiliar obligations 
Chriftians are under to follow it ; we may juftly be 
•furprifed, that any whb prefcend to the Chriftian 
name, fhould live in the carelefs hegleft of this plain 
and important duty. But, furprifing as it is, we 
need only look abroad through the world, and ob- 
ferye the conduft of mankind, to be convinced that, 
by many who pretend to be his followers, the ex- 
ample .of the Son of God, the great Author and 
Finiflier of our faith, is treated with contempt, or 
regarded with indifference. Of this ftrange incon- 
fiftency betwjeen the profeffion and pra&ice of Chrifti- 
ans, wife and good men, in all ages, have ever com- 
plained. But, on what muft the blame be laid ? On 

the 
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heexample itfelf, or on auy inability of mcn to fol- 
■owit? It is in vain to diflemble the matter; the 
#hole of the blame is juftly to be charged on our 
Hvh unbelief, or want of confideration. 8ut, what- 
■ver may be the caufe of this, one thing is certain, 
indcan never be fufficiently lamented, that the un- 
uitable lives of Chriftians, their impiety and wicked- 
iefs, lias done more real injury to the caufe of reli- 
[ion, has brought more fcaudal and reproach on the 
-hriitian charactcr, and been a greater obftacle ta 
he fuccefs of the gofpel, than the daring attacks of 
s avowed enemies. Certainly, then, it greatly con- 
crns us, as we profcfs to be the difciples of Chrift, 
s we regard his honour, and the credit of his relU 
ion in the world, to heavken to this important in- 
ruclion in the words of the text ; " He that faith 
he abideth in Him, ought hinifelf alfo fo to walk* 
even as He walked»" 

Thefe words are introduced here by the apoftle, in 
ofecution of one part of his defign in this epiftle, 
hich was> to lay down fome plain marks of the fin- 
re and genuine Chriftian. With this view, in the 
ree preceding verfes, he infifts on the obfervation 
ChrifVs word, or the keeping. of his command- 
ents, as one y and then, in the words of the text, 
: mentions the imitation of his example, as another : 
Hethat faith he abideth in Him, ought himfelf alfo 
fo to walk, even as He walked.'* As if he had faid, 
Whoever pretends to be a Chriftian, or, as the 
apoftle Paul exprefles it, nameth the name of 
Chrift, is indifpenfibly obliged, ia virtue of this 
his profeflion, and in evidence of its truth, to order 
the whole of his life and converfation, as Chiiii 
lived and converfed in the world." 
In difcourfing on this fubje£r., we propofe, by di- 
ne afliftance, Firfi 9 To fhow you in what manner 
e, who profefs to be Chriftians, ought to live, in irril- 
tion of Chrift's exampte. Secondly^ Wc fhall en- 
T 3 deavour 
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deavour to perfuade you to comply with this impor- 
tant duty, by fome arguments addreflfed to your con- 
fideration. 

I. We propofe, Firjt y To fliow in what manner we, 
who profefs to be Chriftians, ought to live, in imita- 
tion of Chrift's example. 

, We might here inquire into the manner of our Sa- 
viour's life, confidered as a pattern for our imitation^ 
we might defcribc his amiable temper and difpofition^ 
and difplay to you thofe eminent virtues which were 
fo confpicuous in his chara£ter. But, as this would 
lead \xs into too extenfive, though an important field 
of difcourfe, we fliall confine ourfelves to a few of 
thofe dlvine and heavenly virtues, which were the 
leading parts of his chara&er, and which, therefore, 
we fhould more ferioufly endeavour to copy. 

1 . In imitation of Chrift's example, we ought to 
be inwardly pious and devout towards God. TmV 
was a diftinguifhing part of our Saviour^s charafter •,. 
his mind was continually fixed upon- God, and he 
maintained a conftant correfpondence with his hea- 
venly Father. Hence, we find him frequently lifting 
up his foul in pious ejaculatidns, and always employ- 
ing himfelf in fome fpiritual and divine exercife* 
While others were engaged in the bufinefs and a- 
mufement of the day, or buriedin the filence oreafe 
of the night, he frequently retired from the worlA 
to converfe with his God, and fometimes fpent whole 
nights in that delightful employment. The moft ex- 
alted piety was exemplified in his life, and the moft 
fervent devotion animated his behaviour ;. devotion> 
not breakiag out in fudden flafhes, like the feed in 
the parable, which foon fprung up, and foon wither- 
ed away ; but fteady and regular, like that all-perfeft 
Being, the objeft of it, with whom there is no va- 
riablenefs nor fhadow of turning. 

Is not thls & noble pattcrn for our imitation ? It 

is 
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true, indeed, we cannot, in this imperfeft ftate, 
tain to that high degree of fervor and purity, 
hich our bleffed Lord poffeffed ; for he was God, 
i .well as man ; the Holy Spirit was not given him 
f meafure, but he was anointed with that facred 
n£Uon above his fellows. Hence, he had no Gn, 
sither was guile found in his mouth ; his whole life 
as holy and heavenly, without fpot or blemifh. Iri 
us ftate bf imperfe&ion, therefore, it is altogcther 
npoflible for us to be perfe&ly confprmed to this di- 
ine pattern. But, though we cannot equal the Sdn 
f God in the meafure of our piety, we may "refemblc 
im in the kind ; though we .cannot keep equal pacc 
'ith him, yet we may follow his fteps. Our love to 
rod may indeedbe weak, and, at times, almoft a dy- 
lg flame; but, on the whole^ it may be ftill increafing, 
nd, like the morning light, fhining brighter and 
righter^ till it blaze in everlafting day. Animated, 
icn, by this great example, let us make religion our 
rincipal bufincfs ; let us not continue eftranged from 
Jod, the Authof of our being, whofe favour is^ better 
dan life, and at whofe right hand are pleafurcs for 
vermore; but let us acquaint ourfelves with him, 
nd, by the exercife of faith and love, maintain a con- 
tant correfpondence with him. 

2. In imitation of Chrift/s example, we ought to 
c fubmilfive and refigned to the will of God. This 
/as, in a peculiar manner, the charafter of Jefus 
^hrift. He was the greateft, and, at the famc time, 
hc moft fubmiflive and patient fufterer, that ever fo- 
ourned in this valley ot tears. In every age, there 
lavc been great examples of the fufferings and refig- 
lation of good men; but our bleffed Lord has never 
>ccn equalled, either in the degree of his fuffering, 
•* in the refignation of his fpirit. In the moft di- 
Irefsful circumftances of life, he cheerfully fubmit- 
ed to his Father's will ; nay, he was obedient unto 
leath, even the death of the crofs/ Let us then 
xnitate our Saviour in this moft neceffary virtue. 

Whilc 
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While we are in this world, we may lay our ac- 
cotmt to meet with affli&ions. The danger, or thc 
a&ual feeling of diftrefs, are incident to human na- 
ture. But there is one afflidtton, the greateft of all 
others ; an affli&ion we create to ourfelves, and 
which doubles every uneafinefs ; I mean, that ftub- 
bornnefs of will, that impatience under fuffering, 
which is the offspring of pride, and the parent of mi- 
fery. This is that iron (inew, which will not bow to 
the will of its maker ; this is-the ftrong man within 
us, who will not yield except to the ilronger than 
he. But, what prefumption is it for creatures to con- 
tend with their Creator t " The potfherd may ftrive 
u with the potfherds of the earth ; but fhall tne clay 
u fay to him that fafhioneth it, What makeft thou?" 
We may indeed exalt ourfelves againft the Almighty; 
we may contend, and, from our ignorance of his 
providence, we may feem to counteracl; his defigns ; 
but let us remember, that none who exalteth hirnfelf 
againft God, fhall profper ; and that the end is ter- 
rible deftruftion from the prefence of the Lord. Let 
U6 not, then, foolifhly contend with God, pr pre^» 
fume to ftrive with our Maker ; but let us hurnblj 
Tubmit to hjs Providence, and, under every afflidlion, 
confefs that the judgments of the Lord arc right; 

In this manner, our Saviour himfelf a&ed while 
he was in the world ; and we who profefs to be 
Chriftians, ought to imitate his example. He trod 
the rugged path of adverfity with iuidaunted ccurage; 
he walked on in a courfe ot fuffering with the moft 
cheerful refignation ; and he did fo, that he might 
go befote us in this road of danger, and leavc us an 
example that we might follow his fteps. 

3. In imitation of Chrift^s example, wc ought to cn* 
tertain a fincereand cordial love to our brethren of man- 
kind. There-is no virtue for which our Saviour was 
more diftinguifhed ; nor indeed is there any in which 
,we ought to refemble him more. His love to the fons 

oi 
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>f mcn brought him into thc world ; it was his con- 
tant employment, during his miniftry, to promote. 
hcir happincfs ; and nething gave him fo much plea- 
ure, as to fee thcm hearkening to hts inftruclions, 
nd cmbracing thq offers of his mercy. In a wbrd, 
bte gofpel-hiftory is a continued account of his a- 
lazmg grace to mankind \ there we fee him defcend- 
ig from his Father's throne, employing his whole 
fe in acls of kindnefs and compaffion, and at laft 
ying, amidft agony and pain, for the rcdemption of 
fie human race. 

Now, in this refpeft, alfo, he has fet us a noble 
xampte ; an example, indeed, every way proper in 
:felf to engage our attention, and which is alfo re- 
ommcnded to us by the higheft authority. Our 
*OTd himfelf prdpofes this pattern of iove to our imU 
ation : u A new commandment I give unto you f 
c that you love one another ; as t have loved you f 
1 that you alfo love one another (a)" And, to dif* 
ofe Chriftians to acls of compaffion and charity, the 
poftle puts them in mind of the grace of our Lord 
efus Cnrift, who, though he was rich, yet for our 
akes became poor, that we, through his poverty f 
night be made rich. How then can we anfwer to 
5pd, to thc world, and our own confciences, if, 
taving fuch an example of love and charity fet before 
is, and fuch powerful motives to the imitation of it f 
vc refufe to comply with this important duty ? We 
re not indeed permitted to teftify our love* to others 
(l the fame wonderful manner that the Son 6f God 
lid : the nature and importance of his charaftcr and 
tuation made the expreffion of his love diffcrent, 
hit furely we ought to refemble him in mercy and 
ompaffion ; we ought to entertain the fame cordial 
)vc to our brethren, and to exprefs it, by doing 
hem all the kind and charitable offices in our power* 
.et us, thcn, copy after the example of our mcrci- 

ful 
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ful Redcemer ; let us bc followers of Him who fpent 
his whole life in a&s of kindnefs and love ; and, lay- 
ing afide all malice, and guile, and envy, and evil- 
fpeaking, let us love onc another with a pure heart 
fervently. 

4. We ought to refemblc Jefus Chrift, by being 
humble and lowly, as he was. There is hardly any 
one part of his amiable charafter morc frequently 
mentioned in the facrcd fcripture than this ; nor is 
there any in which he is more exprefsly propofed to 
us as an example. He was indeed humility itfelf; 
humility without the leaft mixture of pride, and low- 
linefs without afle&ation. This appearcd very re- 
markably through his whole life, and adorned every 
part of nis chara£ter. Hence, with great propriety, 
he recommends his own example, in this refpeft, to 
our imitation : " Take my yoke upon you," fays he, 
<c and lcarn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
€t heart (b)" And the apoftle inculcates humdky 
upon us, by the confideration of Chrift's example: 
€< Let this mind be in you," fays he,' " which was 
€i alfo in Chrift Jefus; who being in the formof 
€t God, thought it no robbery to be equal with God; 
€C but made himfelf of no rcputation, and took upon 
€t him the form of a fervant, and was made in the 
€t likenefs of men : And being found in fafliion~ as a 
€t man, he humbled himfelf, and became obedient 
" unto death, even the death of the crofs (r)." 

By fuch exprcflions is the imitatipn of Chrift*s hu- 
mility recommcnded to us in fcripture : and furely 
his example in this refpcdl ought to have the grcateft 
influence on our condudt. He was the cternal .Son of 
God, who poflelTed every divine and human excel- 
lence in their higheft perfeftion ; and yet, notwith- 
ftanding this, he humbled himfelf, and became of no 
rcputation. And fhall we then be arrogant and proud, 
we who are but his creatures, the work of his hands, 

guiky 
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juilty and polluted finneis, ahd have thcrefore no- 
hing of which we can reafonably boaft ? Can we va- 
ue ourfelves on the pofleflion of wealth and riches» 
>r be puffed up, becaufe the glory of our houfe is in- 
:reafed, when He, who was the pofleflbr of all 
:hings, chofe to appear in a h>w condition, and to 
ive in a ftate of poverty and want ? And fhall we, 
nvhofe breath is in our noftrils, defpifc our brother, 
ind bchave with infolence to our fellow-creatures, 
xrhen the Son of God himfelf condefcended to con- 
rerfe with the meaneft, and did not difdain the cry 
)f a beggar ? The example of our Lord's humili- 
:y ought, doubtlefs, to make us humble j and wc 
naay well be aftiamed of pride, when we refled on 
the condefcenfion of the Son of God. Let us, then, 
imitate our Redeemer in this moft amiable virtue. 
Let us . put oh humility as a beautiful robe ; and, 
when we confider how lowly and condefcending 
Jefus was, let us be vile in bur own eyes, and abhor 
ourfelves in duft and afhes. 

5* In imitation of Chrift's example, we ought to 
be meek and felf-denied under injury and reproach. 
This was another bright part of our blefled Saviour'* 
chara£ter. Never did any man mcct with greater in- 
juries, or fo complicated a fcene of infult, to pro- 
voke and irritate his fpirit j and yet, under them all, 
he was mild and gcntle. When his enemies treated 
him in the moft cruel and injurious manner, when 
they loaded him with calumny and flander, inftead of 
rendering evii for evil, or railing /or railing, he waS 
ready, on the contrary, to repay their injuries with 
lave. Even his bittereft enemies were partakers of 
his kindnefs ; he ftill continued to intreat them to 
accept of life from him, and, with tears of com- 
pafEori, bewaiied their infidelity. And when, at laft, 
his cnemiefr laid violent hands upon him, and grati- 
fied their malice with his blood \ when, in the extre- 
mity 6£ his fufferings, tbey reviled him, aad infulted 

over 
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over his mifery in the moft barbarous mahner : inftead 
of refenting fo great an injury, ;or breathing out 
threatening and revenge, he freely iforgave them him- 
felf, and prayed on the crofs that his Father would 
forgive them, alfo. Thus meek and patient was thc 
Son of God. He was oppreffed and affli&ed, yet hc 
opened not his mouth. He was brought as a lamb to 
the flaughter •, and as a fliecp before her fliearers is 
dumb, fo he opened not his.mouth. 

Here, alfo, is a noble pattern for our imitation. 
It was in order to fet us an example, that Jefus fuf- 
fered with fo much patience and fubmiflion. It \% 
with this argument the ; apoftle Peter exhorted the 
Chriftians of his time, c< when they did well, and 
€C fuffered for it, to take it patiently, knowing that 
u hereunto they wcre called ; becaufe Chrift alfo hath 
<c fuffered fbr us, leaving us an example, that we 
<c might follow his fteps ; who, when he was revil- 
iC ed, reviled not again ; when he fuffered, he threat- 
, u ened not; but committed himfelf tohim that judg* 
u eth righteoufly (a)" Shall we not blufh, when we 
refleft how far fhort we come of this amiable exam- 
pk, and refolve, if poflible, to refemble him more ? 

d. In imitation of Chrift's example, we ought to ' 
regard this world^with a generous contempt, and 
place our affeftions on things above. Though Chrift 
was the brightnefs of his T£ather's image," yet he took 
upon himfelf the form of a fervant ; though he knew 
the full value of earthly enjoyments, yet he dcfpifed 
them ; and though he could eafily have commanded 
the wealth and riches of the world, yet he aMowed 
them to be enjoyed by others. His nrft appearance 
was in a mean and low conditiori. On his nativity, 
no fervile attendants waited, no fumptuous prepara- 
tions were made. He was born in^a ftable, and laid 
in a manger. Through the whole of his aftcr lifc, 
he difcovered the moft fincerecontemptforthe worldp 
and aU its enjoyments. He defpifed ricfyjs an4 wealth, 

thc 
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:he mcan grandeur and pride of life ; thofe (hining/ - 
3ut deceitful toys, whicn the bulk of mankind purfue 
ivith fuch a&ivity and ardour, Nay, fo poor was his 
:onditioti, that, as he himfclf tclls us, " the foxes have 
; * holes, and the birds of the air have nefts ; but the 
* Son of man had not where to lay his head (b)" 
WTiat amazing condefcenfion was this ! and how jufl- 
;y may it difcredit all the grandeur and greatneis of 
:his world ! 

Vain, foolifh mcn, who miftake their own happi- 
nefs, are apt to place their afFedlionson earthly things, 
and to value themfeives on a hrge fhare of worldly 
enjoyments ; but the Son of God, whofe judgment 
was according to tfuth, chofe to be born in a low 
condition, and to live in poverty, that he might 
tcach us mortificationand cofttempt for the world. 

In this manner, then, we ought to live in imitatioi» 
of Chriffs example, inwardly pious and devout to- 
wards God, fubmiflive and refigned to his will, mer- 
ciful and kind to our fellow-creatures, humble and 
lowly in every part of our behaviour, meek and pa- 
tient under afHi£Hon, and, with regard to this world, 
defpifing its pomp, and placing our affe&ions 011 
things above. 

II. We proceed, zdly, To perfuade you to com- 
ply with this important duty, by fomc few arguments 
addrefled to your confideration. 

r. Confider, that it was one great defign of God, 
in fending Chrift into the wofld, to fet us an example 
that wc might follbw his fteps. 

And here we would not be underftood to mean, 
that this was the only, of even chief defign of his 
coming ; for, it plainly appcars, from feveral paf- 
iages in the facred Scripture, that the great and pf in- 
$jpal defign which God had in fending his Son into 
"licworld, was to reconcile finners to himfelf, ani 
. . . % U accomplifli 

(l) Matt. Tiii. 9,**, 
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accomplifh thcir falvation from eternal death. Chrift 
came, not merely to teach us our duty by his do&rine, 
and to lead us to the pra&ice of it by his example, 
but chiefly to acfc the part of a Mediator between 
God and man, to reconcile us to God, and to obtain 
cternal redemption for us. This, our Lord hira- 
felf tells us, was his Father^s defign in fending him : 
41 God fent not his Son," fays he, " into the world, 
4€ to condemn the world, but that the world through 
<c Him might be faved (r)." But, though this was 
the grand and principal defign of his miffion, it does 
«ot hinder but that other noble and worthy purpofes 
might alfo be ferved by it. Such, plainly, is the cafe 
before us. Though God fent his Son into the world 
to deliver his people from the guilt q( fin, and to 
fave thcm from eternal mifery, as the moft effexitial 
part of his miflion \ yet he alfo fent him to lay before 
ns a fair tranfcript of our duty, in the example of 
his life, and by that means to lead us to the pra&ice 
of it. If this then was the defign of God in fcnding 
Chrift into the world, are not all profeffing Chrifti- 
ans obliged, in point of duty, to place the example 
<of Chrift befote them, as a ftandard for their imita- 
tion ? Ought we not, in compliance with the in- 
tention o'f God, to have him always in our eye, and 
to endcavour after the lTeareft poffible refemblance oi 
Jiim ? Confider, God is our Sovereign ; He has the 
jufteft claim to our obedience; his almighty powcr 
and everlafting love have done great things for us : 
and, does not this lay us under the ftrongeft obliga- 
tions to ferve and obey him ? Lef us then fhew our 
regard to God, by complying with this his gracious 
defign. Let us follow our Redeemer in the pra&ice 
of every virtue ; and, as we profefs to abide in hinii 
let us walk as he aifo walked. 

2. ConfideT, likewife, that the examplc here pro- 
pofed to your imitation, is abfolutely pure and pcr- 

k&, 
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fe£t, and fo carries in it the force of a law. Every 
other.example in this world, however fair and lovely, 
is ftained with imperfe&ion. But the example we 
recommend to .your irmtation, is altogether pure and 
fpotlefs ; it is the life of the Son of God himfelf, 
who poffefied every divine excellence in its higheft 
perfe&ionj who taught the moft excellent and in- 
ftruftive precepts, and whofe whole conduft was 
nothing elfe but one fair and unblemifhed tranfcript 
of the precepts which he taught. He was holy, 
harmlefs, and undefiled ; his life was a flanding pat- 
tern of real and fubftantial goodnefs, the very beautj- 
of holincfs madeviiible in human nature. In an eafy 
and familiar manner he converfed publicly in the 
world. His example, like a light placed on an emi- 
tience, was fitted for the moil extenfive ufefulnefs. 
And, what is apt to excite our attention, and animate 
our endeav6urs, he exemplified, in our own nature, 
as compafled with fiplefs; infirmities, all his divine pre- 
cepts. For thefe reafohs, his example 13 every way 
fair and lovely, perfeft and complete, a pattera 
worthy of our imitation. Who would not wifh to 
refemble the Son of God, and to followfb perfeft 
an example ? If, then, we pofTefsf any ambition, let 
the contemplation of bur Saviour's life influence our 
cJeBres, and infpire us witli the moft vigoroua refolu- 
tions, let tis endeavour to imitate this glorious ori- 
gihal, that fo we may be changed into the fame 
image from glory to^ glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

3. Confider, farther, That the example here pro^ 
poied to your imitation, is that of your Lord and 
Mafter, your beft Friend, and moft generous Bene- 
faclor. And, furely, this is a confideration that 
ought to have the greateft influence on your conducl:. 
You profcfs to be the followers of Jefus ; you acknow- 
ledgc him for your Lord and Mafter. Is it not then 
highly reafonable, that you fhould refemble Him? 
U z Tbe 
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The fcl!owers oi thc asciext philofophers regarded 
the pr2&ice of their refpedive mafters more than thc 
preccpts which thev r^ughr, and were careful to re- 
cord their iclicr.s, ia Grder that they might have the 
becefi: cf rheir exarople. Were thofe then fo am- 
birieus of i:n:tz::ng their particular teachers, cven 
wh?n ki rr.any thin^s they were faulty and vicious ; 
and {hall n^ t wc, vi ho profefs to be Chriftians, re- 
femble the great Authcr of our rdigion, whofe pie- 
ccpts and prsclice wcre equaily perfecl ? If we pro- 
fefs to be the difcipSes c-f Jefus, this certainly obliges us 
to an imitation cf him : nay, it is an honour for the 
difcipie to be as his maftcr, and the fervant as hi$ 
lcrd. tc Ye cail me,*' faid our Saviour to his difciples, 
" Mafter and Lord, and ye fay well ; for fo I am. 
" If I, then, your Lord and Mafter have wafhed jour 
<c feet, you alfo ought to wafli one another's feet: 
" for I have given you an example, that* ye fhould 
" do, as I have done unto you." 

Bur, again, he is your beft friend ; he condefcends 
to call you his brethren, and he has engaged you by 
the moft endearing acls of kindnefs : And does not 
this lay you under an obligation to refemble youf 
great benefa&or, and to love him with all your heart ? 
If you have any fenfe of grafitude within you, this 
will lead you to imitate tho example of Him, who laid 
down his life for you, and fealed his love to you with 
his blood. 

4. Confider, likewife, how bafe and diftionourable 
it is to call ourfelves the difciples of Chrift, whilc" 
we take no care to be like him. Nothing, indeed, 
can be more inconfiftent. By our profeffion of Chriftir 
anity, we declare ourfelves the foliowers of Jefus,, 
the greateft and moft perfecl: teacher that ever ap- 
peared in the world. Now, what is a foliowet o£ 
Chrift, but one who hearkens to his inftru&ions, 
and walkg as he alfo walked ? We are, thereforc, 
guilty of the higheft abfurdity and contradiftion, 

whcn 
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whcn we profefs to be the difciples of Chrift, and, ac 
the lame time, neglect to imirate his example. Sucli 
condiict is plainly inconfiftent wirli itfelfj it is as 
our Lord beatitifully exprefles it, to have a name to 
livc while we are dead, or to profefs to know God, 
when in works we deny him. Are we not afhamed, 
then, to make fuch, an empty profefuon ; and can wc 
expedl either tlie approbarion of God, or thc tefti- 
mony of a good confcience ? No ; fuch a hope were 
vain. If we juttify ourfelves, by prctending to be 
the difciples of Chrift, while we are r^ally itrangers 
to his bpirit, our own hearts will condemn us ; aiiil 
if our heiirts condemn us, God is greatcr thau 
our hearts, and wili condemn us alfo. Be not de- 
ccived, thercforc; it is a corrcfponding practice which 
gives truth an:! dignity to your profefiion j without 
works, your faith is dead, and you yoarfehes thc 
children of the dcvil. 

Confider, in.the laft place, rhat, ty negleclirig' to> 
imitate thc examplc of Chrift, we expofe religion to- 
reproach, and refle£t difhonour on its blefled Author. 
Of all the arguments that were ever' brought againft 
rcligion, none has made greater impreflion,. than the 
itregular lives of its profeflbrs. This has inili.cled 
the deepeft wound, and given occafion to its eriemies 
to Wafpheme that worthy Name by whicli we.arc cal- 
led. An impious and immoral profcflbr oF Chrifti- 
anity, is the greateft enemy to the crofs of Chrift. 
Hc confirms the infider in his unbelief ; he hardens 
tlic finner in Vickednefe ; and expofes refigion to 
contempt. When they, who pretend to be the fol- 
bwers of Chrift, are unlike their Maftcr, an.d, in- 
ftcad of that holinefs for which he was diftinguifhed, 
are unjuft, intcmpcrate, and ungodly \ what muft the 
world think ? Will they not be readj to fay, that 
ieligion, and thc perfcft example of Jcfus Chrift, 
arc notcalculated, in their own nature, to 'infliience 
Ae charatter and conduft of mcn ? I will not prc- 
U 3 tcnd' 
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tcnd to juftify fuch reafoning ; I know it is ground- 
lefs and unjuft : but, lct me a(k you, Is it not often 
ufed ? and may it not be expefted from the great- 
er part of mankind, who judge of things by a falfe 
appearance ? If, then, you poflefs any ingenuity of 
mind, any tendernefs and regard for the glory of 
the Redeemer, you will ftudy, by your conduft, to 
prevent this afperfion. Can you be eafy undcr the 
apprehenfion of contributing to fuch refleftions on 
the Son of God ? And will you not tremble to 
think, that you (hould be the unhappy occafipn of 
fuch injuries to religion ? Never, therefore, pretend 
to be Chriftians, the followers of the immaculate 
Lamb, while, indeed, you are impious and wicked. 
Let not the name of God, the honour of our deat 
Redeemer, and fo venerable a thing as Religion, be 
expofed to contempt, by your inconfiftent praftice. 
But, let me befeech you, that you walk confiftentty 
with your profeflion, that you live in conformity to 
ChrifiVs example ; and, as ycu profefs to abide m 
him, that you walk as he alfo walked» 

And now, to conclude : Would vou fhow youffelves 
Chriftians* indeed ; would you do honour to rcligion> 
and adorn the doftrine of Gcd your Saviour ; would 
you retrieve the credit of the gofpel, fo deeply wound- 
cd in the houfe of its friends, and make your reli- 
gion appear to the world in its native beauty ; in a 
•word, would you reap the joys of holineis your- 
felves, and recommend it effeflually to others: 
Then, be perfuaded to imitate the example of Chrift 
* Study his temper and life, as they are reprefented in 
' the gofpel-hiftory ; earneftly pray for the Holy Spirit tb 
form ypu into a refemblance of Him ; and be always 
Tifing ih a real conformity, till at laft you. arrive at 
the ftature of perfeft men in Chrift Jefus. To whom^ 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be everlaftifljf 
praifc. Amcn^ 
* SEB- 
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ON PERSEVERANCE IN THE LOVE 0* CHRIST. 



JOHN XV. ^. 

jb the Father haihjoved me 9 fo have llovei you : Con~ 
tinue ye in mf lovt* 



THESE words are part of our Sa*iour*s farcwclT- 
difcourfe to his difciples. 
In thc bcginning of this chapter, tit reprefenrs 
the myftical union between himfelf and fincere Chri- 
ftians, by comparing it with the vine and its branches. 
As there is a natural union bctween the vine and the 
branches, fo there is a fpiritual union betwecn Chriil 
and believers ; and this union is the caufe of fruitful- 
iiefs in the works of new obedience and a holy life. 
. There are fome, indeed, who feem to be grafted into 
Chrift by an outward profeffion, who, becaufe they 
are not vitally united to him, derive no faving influ- 
ences from him, by which they might be enabled to 
Vring forth fruit. Thcfe, he tells us, his heavenly 
Father will lop off, and take away, as unprofitable 
and dead branchcs : " Every branch in me," fays 
be» " tnat beareth not fruit, he takcth away •> and 

? evcry 
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€( every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that 
<c it may bring forth more fruit(«)." And, bccaufe 
all our fruitfulnefs depends upon our union with 
Chrift, as the fruitfulnefs of the branches depends 
npon their union with the vine, he exhorts his difci- 
ples, in the beginning of the ^th verfe, to continue 
or abide 111 him, by the conflant exercife of faith and 
love, that he might be engaged to abide in them by 

,the influences of his Spirit : " Abide 111 me," fa|$ 
he, " as I in you." This exhortation he enforces iti 
this and the two followhlg verfes, by reprefenting to 
them, the abfolute neceflity of their abiding in nim> 
in ordcr to their fruitfulnefs ; the extreme danger of 
apoftafy, or not abiding in him, namely, that of £- 
nal rejeclion, and being cafl into the fire, as a fruit- 
lefs branch taken from the vine •, and, laftly, the 
great benefit and advantage they, on the other hahd, 

. would reap, by their abiding in him, viz. the full au- 
fwer of their prayers. In the verfe irnmediatcly pre- 
ceding the text, he recommends to them abouriding 
fruitfulnefs, as that which would redound to his hea- 
venly Father^s honour, and be a manifeft proof, both 
to themfelves and others, that they were his difciples : 
€€ Hereby," fays he, " is my Father glorified, that 
€t ye bear much fruit, fo fhall ye be my difciples." 
And then follow the words of the text, exprefiive of 
the love of Chrift to his difciples, and enfprcing, 
from the beft motive, the continuance of their at- 

• tachment and regard : " As the Fatber hath lov,ed 
" me, fo have I loved you : continue ye in my love." 
In thefe words, you may obferve an important du- 
ty recommended to us, " Continue ye in my love." 
This may be underftood, either of ChrhTs Iove to- 
hfs people, or of their love to him J or^ rather, bolh 
may be included, for they are infeparably conne&ed. 
As if he had faid, " Take peculiar .care, ye, who 
€t are my difciples, make it your conftant ftudy to 

u xeniain 
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Cl remain (ledfaft in your love to me ; for thiswill be 
c< the beft way to maintain, and keep up^ the com- 
c< fortable fenfe and aflurance of my love to you } 
c< this will eftablifh you in mylove, and draw forth 
c< the tdkehs and manifeftations of it, more and 
c< more, to your fouls." 

We may alib obferve the powerful argument 
our blefled Saviour makes ufe of to enforce this 
exhortation : " As the Father hath loved me, fo 
c< have I loved you." An aftonifhing expreflion 
of the condefcending grace of Chrift. His Fa- 
ther loved him, who was infinitely worthy ; and 
he loved his people, wha were moft unworthy of 
his love : nay, he loved them wjth a pure and 
tender affe&ion, bearing fome proportion and re~ 
femblance of his Father's love to him ; a love which, 
as it far tranfcends all created underftanding, can be 
compared with 110 othcr, but thc love of the Eternal 
Father to his only-begotten Son. Our bleifled Savi- 
our, therefore, fets before his difciples, in the text, 
his aftonifhing love to them by this lively comparifon, 
as an argument to engage them to continue in his 
love : " As the Father," fays he, " hath loved me, 
" fo have I loved you : Continue ye in my love." 

In difcourflng on this fubje&, I fhall endeavour, 
by Divine afliftance, Firfiy To confider the love of 
Chrift tb his people, as it refembles his Father's love 
to him. Secondly> The important duty he infers from 
it ; or, what it is to continue in his love. And then 
conclude with fome pra£lical improvement of what 
may be faid. 

I. Let us theri confider th.e love of Chrift to his peo- 
plc, as it refembles his Father's love to him, and ob- 
^ferve the propriety and juftnefs of the comparifon. 

I. The Fathcr's love to Chrift, was coeval with c- 
ternity itfelf. For as they are one, in being and in 
operation, their complacency in each other is mu- 

tual, 
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tual, infinite, and from everlafting. Thus, we are in- 
formed, " That the Lord poflefled him in the begin- 
c< ning of his way, before his works of old." — " I 
u was with him," fays he, " as one brought up with 
u him ; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always 
u before him (a)" But, not to pry into this awful 
darknefs, or rather dazzling light, in whlch God ne- 
ceflarily dwells, far beyond the reach of- human 
thought, let us obferve, that the love of Chrift to his 
people, refembles, in this refpeft, his Fathe^s love 
to him. For, likc the fountain from which it flows> 
it was from everlafting. Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever he had formed the earth and 
the world ; while, as yet, there were no deeps, nor 
^any fountains abounding with water 5 even then, he 
Tejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth, and his 
delights were with the fons of men. In a word, no 
finite mind can fully underftand the origin of his 
love, or trace it back to its firft fpring. This can 
cnly be done by Him, who is himfelf from everlaft- 
ing, and who, at one view, difcerns the paft, the 
prefent, and the future. Hence, Jefus our Redeem- 
er, loved his people from all eternity ; and, as an o 
vidence of it, he cheerfully undertook to accomplilh 
their redemption, even in the certain profped of the 
deepeft humiliation, and the moft painful fufferings : 
€C Lo, I come," fays hc ; u in the volume of the 
4C book it is wxitten of me ; I delight to do thy will| 
" O my God." 

2, The Father^s love to Chrift, is a very dear and 
intimate love. Hence, he is faid in fcripture to bc 
his beloved Son, in whom he is well pleafed ; an ex- 
•preflion which ftrongly implies that dear and tender 
•affe&ion, which the Father bears to him. And fucb, 
likewife, is the love of Chrift to his people, a moft 
"fincere, endearing, and intimate love; a love that 
never was, and ncver can be equalled. €C He loved 
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li us," fays the apoftle, cc and gave himfelf for us ;" 
nay, cc he loved us and wafhed us from our fins in 
" his own blood." What ftronger proof, what morc 
affe&ing inftance could he poffibly have given of the 
greatnefs of his love ? Had he ranfomed us by thc 
blood of all thc animal creation ; had he even given 
the whole angelic hoft to die for us, fuppofing their 
death could have procured our life •, it would have fal- 
len infinitely (hort of the tender expreffion of his love, 
in his givxng himfelf for us, and fhedding his own 
moft precious blood for our redemption. Never was 
there an expreffion of affeftion and regard equal to this. 
I*et the_ Redeemed of the Lord fay fo, whom he hath 
faved from the hand of the enemy. And, now that 
he is paiTed into the heavens, and far exalted above 
cvery name, he is as mindful of the interefts of his 

Eeople, and as tenderly concerned for them, as when 
e was nailed to the crofs, and poured out his foul 
an offering for their fins. In all their affli&ions hc 
fympathifes with them. He guides them by his 
counfel; he comforts them by his Spirit; and, at 
bft, he will put them in poiTeffion of heaven itfelf, 
when thc review of his love will conftitute part of 
thcir happinefs, and be the fubjecl: of their fong to 
everlafting ages. 

3. The^ Father's love to Chrift, is an incomparablc 
fove; a love, that infinitely tranfcends our higheft 
conception ; and fuch alfo is the love of Chrift to his 
people. There is a height, a depth, a breadth, and 
a length in it, that paiTeth all underftanding. There 
havc bcen inftanccs of love among men, truly great 
and cxtraordinary. Some of the ancient Heathcns 
laid down their lives for their friends and country. 
But t what were all thefe in comparifon of the love 
of Chrift ? Only as the faint glimmering of a taper, 
compared with the rcfplendent light of the fun. 
Ci Grcatcr lovc hath no man," fays our Saviour him*- 
fclf, cc than that a man lay down his life for his 

cc fricnds 
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cc friends (r)." — cc But God commendeth hisloveto- 
cc wards us, in that while we were yet finners Chrift 
cc died for us." There muft be fome real or imaginary 
perfe&ion, fome fimilarity of . difpofition, or fomc 
favour conferred, to excite the love of man to man. 
In all thefe refpedts, the love of Chrift infinitcly 
tranfcends the greateft example of human love. 
There was nothing in human nature worthy of his 
regard ; there v/as no fimilarity of difpofition to cx- 
cite his afFeftion ; and he could never have been bene* 
fited by the higheft exertions of mankind. In purity, 
in the difinterefted rjature of his interpofition, and 
in the compaflion of his nature, nothing in this 
world can be compared to the chara&er of Jefrs 
Chrift. Hence, the apoftle Paul can find nothing 
in language to exprefs his feeling, and admiratibn of 
his love ; and hence the redeemed of the Lord will 
never ceafe to cefebrate His praife, who loved thero, 
and walhed them from their fins in his blood. 

4. and lajlly, The Father^s love to Chrift, is con* 
fiant, invariable, and everlafting ; and fuch alfo is thc 
love of Chrift to his people. Their love to him, in* 
deed, is often inconftant ; alas, too often a fudden 
•fit and fally of affe&ion, which burns for a littlc, 
and theh vanifhes away. But his love is conftant 
and invariable ; the fame to-day, yefterday, and for 
ever. It is true, indeed, he may feem to forfake 
them for a feafon, and to hide his face, as it werc, 
for a moment ; he may vithhold the fenfible manir 
feftations of his love, and, becaufe of their fm9, 
chaftife them with the rod of affliclion : biit ftill his 
love is fixed and unchangeable, the fame when hc 
frowns, as when he fmiles. In what endearing lan- 
guage does he addrefs them by the prophet Ifaiah? 
u For a fmall moment," fays he, cc have I forfakcu 
Cl thee, but.with great mercies will I gather thcc 
* c In a little wrath have I hid my face firom thcc 
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* for a moment, but with everlafting kindnefs will 
c I have mercy on thee, faith the Lord, thy Redeem- 
' er. For the mountains fliall depart, and the hilU 
' be removed *, but my kindnefs (hall not depart frortl 
c thee, nor the covenant of my peace be removed, 

* faith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." Hence^ 
fefus loves his people with an everlafting love; a. 
ove that has made tne moft ample provifion for theif 
mmortal fouls ; and in the happy fruits of which» 
rhe redeemed of the Lord will rejoice and triumph 
for eyer. 

IL I now proceed to explain the duty in the text 9 ot 
Ihew you what it is to continue in the love of Chrift : 

* As the Father," fays he,. " hath loved me, fo 
u have I loved yoy : C<?ntinue ye in my love." 

1. It is to continue in the lively and vigorous ex* 
ercife of love to Chrift. It is indeed true, that thc 
habit and principle of love, when formed in the foul, 
can nevcr bc wholly eradicated ; for it is a divine feed* 
Which the Almighty hand of the Spirit has planted, 
and thcrefore it will never die away or be rooted up : 
u Whofoever is born of God," fays the apoftle John t 
€t doth not commit fin ; for his feed remaineth in 
u him (m)" But, at the fame time, lct every fincerc 
lorer of Chrift remember, that though this divinc 
principle can never be wholly extinguiflied, it may* 
yct languifti and decay. The Chriftian, like thc 
church of Ephefus, may fall from his firft love ; and 
tberefore, wt ftiould take particular care to cherifh 
and maintain this heavenly feed, this divfne fpark 
( of love kindled in the foul. In a word, we fhould 
'jfuard againft whatever may have a tendency to cool, 
or abate our love to Chrift ; and endeavour, by fre* 
«fiejit meditation and prayer, to prefervc alive thc 
vtgorou» cxercife of it in our fouls. 

X 2. To 

(») z John iil 9# 
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2. To continue in the love of Chrift, is cheerfully 
to embrace, and diligeritly improve, all opportunities 
of teftifying our. love to Him. For this is the way 
to maintain our intereft in his love, and eftablilh oui . 
own hearts in love to him. We fhould teftify oui 
loye to Chrift, 

(1.) By fhewing forth the honour of his name, 
and celebrating his praife,: " I will blefs the Lord, 
4t at all times," fays the Pfalmift j " his praife fhall 
4t be continually in my mouth." And, in the Song of 
Solomon, you may obferve how much the Church is 
cngaged in this delightful exercife. She has her be- J 
loved ever in her mouth, and is ftill celebrating his * 
praife. In the 5th chapter, for cxample, where, after' . 
many affectionate defcriptions of his chara&er, finA- 
ing nis praifes to cxceed her powcrs of utterance, 
fhe exclaims with admiration, " Yea, He is alto- 
€< gether lovely ! This is my bcloved ; this is mj 
* c friend, O daughters of Jerufalem !" 

(2.) Weihould endeavour, as far as our ppwerand 
influence can reach, to promote the intereft of hii 
Jcingdom in the world. For though he himfeff has 
afcendcd into heaven, he has ftill a caufe and intereft 
on earth, which he has very much at heart. H$ 
"wants to have fmners faved, his church enlarged and 
purified, and truth, charity, and holinefs propagated 
amiong men. We fhould therefore teftify our love to 
Chrift, bv a zealous concern to advance this his in- 
tereft ana kingdom. In a word, we (hould reckon 
Jiis caufe our own, and be diligent in ufing all proper 
xneans to gain fubje&s to his kingdom, and converts 
to his gofpcl. 

(3.) We ihpujd teftify our love* to Chiift, by exprcf* 
iing a juft indignation, and difcovering our concera 
and fprrow for the injuries that are done to his ho- 
nour : " I beheld my tranfgreflion," fays the Pfalrntft, 
4t and was grieved. Rivers of water ran down minc 
* c eyes, becaufe the wicked keep not thy law." lt 

ftould 
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fliould grieve us, and awaken in our breafts a juft in- 
dignation, to fee our blefled Saviour defpifed and dif- 
honouved by finners ; his precious blood and righte- 
oufnefs undervalued \ and himfelf crucified, as it were, 
stfrefh, by the profane and fcandalous lives of thofe 
ttho profefs to be his difciples : iC Many walk," fays 
the apoftle, " of whom I have told yoir often, and 
tg now tcll you, even weeping, that they arc thc 
u cnemies of the crofs of Chrift (a)" 

(4.) By (hewing kindnefs to his friends and difciples 
fbr his fake. He himfelf is now, indeed, above the 
reach of ,our fervices. Our goodnefs cannot extend 
to him in his \ refent exalted ftate \ but he has friends 
and relations in our world, who are capable of receiv- 
injf bencfit from our frieftdmip and beneficence. We 
fliould, therefore, manifeft our lovc to Chrift, by* 
fliewing kindnefs to them, for his fake \ and this, in- 
deed, is one of the moft fenfible and endearing ex- 
preffions of our lovc to him ; a facrificey with which 
nc has declared himfelf well-pleafed. Nay, he ex- 
prefsly tells us, that wfyat we do to them, for his fake, 
thougn everi thc meaneft office of kindnefs, the giv- 
ing tnem btlt a cup of cold water in diftrefs, he will 
actottnt as donc to himfclf : " In as much," fays 
he, '* as jc havc done it unto one of thc leaft of thefc 
n my brcthten, ye have done it unto me. w 

I fliall only add, that we fhould teftify our love to 
Chrift, by a tender and circumfpe£t, a cheerful and 
«niverfal,obedicnce. Andthis, indeed, isthebeft,and 
ttoft fubftantial evidence of love to him. Accordingly, 
wc find, that he mentions it again and again, as thc 
diftinguiihing teft of our love, and the principal 
way in which he expefls we are to exprefs it : " I£ 
11 ye lcvc me," fays he, " keep my commandments j 
11 ye arc my friends, if ye do whatfoever I command 
f< you." And thus we fhould labour, in a fpecial 
manner, to fecure our intereft. in his love, and main- 
X 2 tain 

(*) Phil. ai. r*. 
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tain the comfortable fenfe and experience of it in our 
fouls. This, our Lord himfelf tells us, in the verfc 
immediately following the tcxt; " If ye keep my 
lc commandments, ye fliall abide in my love." In 
2, word, it is in this manner we may tafte and fee that 
the Lord is gracious, and have it to fay with the a- 
poftle John, " We have known and believed the love 
" that God hath to us. God is love ; and he that 
" dwellcth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
** him (£)." But what this is, a privilege how com- 
fortable and enriching, they only know, who are fo 
happy as to enjoy it. 

■2. To continue in the love of Chrift, is to be 
ftcdfaft and perfevering in it to the very end of life. 
Our love to Chrift muftnot be merely an occafional, 
b"r a ftttled^ ancl conftant affeftion of the mind. 
"Wc arc-to love him at all times, and in every circum- 
ftance of life ; in profperity and adverfity ; when he 
frowns, as well as when he fmiles. I acknowledge, 
indeed, there may be many interruptions and abate- 
ments inthe experience and feeling of our afFecYion 
tbward him. The Chriftian's love may be interrupted 
in itS growth by the neighbourhood of many noxious 
weeds ; and it may fometimes wax cold through the 
prevalence of iniquity : yet ftill, the fettlech convic- 
tion of the believing foul is, that Chrift is altogether 
lovely, and that nothing muft come in competition 
with him. If we become carelefs and remifs in our 
love to Chrift, an intermiflion in the exercife of this 
grace will quickly follow ; and therefore, we are un- 
der the greateft obligation, to be always upon our 
guard, and to be frequent and fervent in prayer at 
the throne of grace,. that our hearts may be fixed and 
eftablifhed in love. In a word, w^ muft cleave to 
the Lord with full purpofe of heart, walking and 
dwelling in love, and fo rooted and grounded in it, 
that we may never draw back \ but be ftedfaft and 

immoveable, 
{f) t John iv. i^. 
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immoveable, always abounding in the work of the* 
Lord ; forafmuch- as we know that our labour of Iove> 
fhall not be in vain in the Lord. 

1 am now to dtreft your attention to a pra£HcaL 
improvement jof this fubjeft. 

What reafon have we to admire the love of Chrift 
to his people, as it is compared to the Father's love* 
to him ? It is a proof of ignorance and weaknefs* 
to admire thofe -things which are common and mean; 
but it is no lefs an evidence of ftupidity, not to be 
affe&ed with things that are noble and exalted. Now r 
the love of Chrilt to his people, is the greateft, the: 
inoft unexamplcd love, that ever was 5 an inftance of 
affeftion, indeed, fo noble and exalted, that, in con— 
tempteting, we. cannot but admire it. Nay, the 
more we employ our thoughts on this love, the more 
aftonifhing it wiil appear. Is it not a fubjeft for eter- 
nal admiration, that the Son of God, the brightnefs 
of his Father's glory, the exprefs image of his per- 
(bn, ihould love any of AdanVs guilty and rebelliou^ 
race, as his heavenly Father loved him ? Juftly may* 
we adopt the apoftle^s words to exprefs our admira- 
tion; " O the height, and depth, and breadth, and* 
u length of the love of Chrift ! it paffeth Inow- 
H ledge." In proportion as we efteem a favour, our 
affe£Hoa fhould be exerted towards the perfon who 
procured it. Now, in confequence of ChrirVs love,. 
we a,re preferved from every thing we would moft' 
anxioufly fhun, and we receive every thing we moft 
fondly hope for. We are reftored to the favour of 
God i we receive the forgivenefs of our fins j we en~ 
Joy the richesof his grace, the afliftance of his Spirit, 
and the profpeft of happinefs which fha-11 never end,- 
Are not thofe bleffings calculated to preferve in our 
.minds, a conftant and prevailing defire to continue irt 
his love ? 

1£ your country, or yourfeIves r were preferved bf 
' X3 thcc 
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thc interpofition of a brave man, in the hour of dan* 
ger ; or, even though yoii were not concerned, yet thc 
relation of an honourable deed, wouli infpire you 
with fome fentiments of delight, in the contemplation 
of a difinterefted chara&er : How then fliould your 
hearts burn within you, when you know, that this 
perfon is your beft friend, that his love was ftrongcr 
than deatn, and that he procured the beft bleffings 
which God can give, or man receive ?j 

But I fhall flow addrefs myfelf to you, who havc 
no love to Chrift, and confequently cannot continuc 
in his love. 

Confider, I intreat you, the particular nature and 
confequences^ of your.condudt. In not loving that ex- 
cellent and glorious Perfon, whom we endeavour to 
Tccommend to your efteem and affe&ion, you in faft 
declare, that you have no regard to his mercy, that 
you defpife the riches of his grace, and hate his holi- 
nefs and purity, his juftice, his government and laws. 
You are averfe, in the inmoft temper of your fouh» 
to the Author of your being and happinefs, to that 
gracious Redeemer, who has done and fuffered fo 
much for you, and is ftill making you the moft boun- 
tifuhoffers of his infinite love. 

But, ifi this conducl: wife, or ingenuous, or fafe i 
Will God never arife, in the fiercenefs of his anger, 
to confume the workers of iniquity ? Is their no threat- 
cning in the facred fcriptures, if not fufficient to reack 
convi&ion to your hearts, yet calculated to makeyou 
tremblc when you look forward to thc Judgc of all? 
lf you continue not in his love, on what circumftance 
<lo you lay the foundation of your future and evcr- 
laftmg peace. <c If any man" fays the apoftle, " lovc 
« c not our Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be anatherna 
" maranatha*" ue. accurfedunto thecomingof Chrift. 
And without all duubt, if you continue without lovc 
to him, when he comes to judge the world, hc will 
not take off this curfe, but feal it upon you to ail eter- 
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nity> by that awful and decifive fentence/ " Depart 
" from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared 
" for the Devil and his angels." O, thcn, as you love 
yourfelves, and would efcape everlafting mifery, think 
fcrioufly on thefe things* ; bewail the bafe ingratitude 
and hatdnefs of your hearts ; and earneftly beg of 
God, that he would take away their emnity, and 
difpofe them to love the Redeemer. 

But, Secondly, I (hall now addrefs myfelf to thofe, 
who, though they cannot deny that they love our * 
Lord Jefus Chrift, are yet complaining that their love 
to him is fallen under a fad decay, with refpe& to - 
the degree and exercife of it. Be not difcouraged ; \ 
your anxiety and concern for the coldnefs and decay 
of your love to Chrift, is an infallible proof that you 
love him in fincerfty. But, on the other hand, beware 
of floth and negligence. — You ought, 

1. To fearch into the caufe whence the decay of 
your love to Chrift proceeds. It may be, you have 
been too much attached to the world, to felf, or fome 
other beloved idol, which hath drawn away your 
heart from Chrift, and pofleffed the place he for- 
merly had there. It may be, you have given way to- 
unbelief, to harfh and diftriiftful thoughts of Chrift ; 
and this has had a tendency to cool and abate your 
love to him. Whatever be the caufe, endeavour to 
find it out ; mourn over it before the Lord, and be < 
folicitous above all things to get it removed. 

2» Be much employed in ferious meditation, par- 
ticularly on the love of Chrift, in reading his word, 
andfpiritual conference; for thefe areexccllent means 
for rccovering your wonted love to him. But, efpeci- v 
aily, be fervent and frequent in the dtfty of prayer. 
Pkad with God for the quickening influence of the 
Spirk, that fo your heart may burn within you, and. 
you may be able to triumph with the Church, u This 
u is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughter»» 
M of Jerufalem !" 
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But, 3. Let every real believer, without diftm&ion, 
every fincere lover of Chrift, continue in his love. 
Be careful to maintain your love to him, by a lively 
and vigorous exercife ; diligently improve every op- 
portunity that may be afforded you of teftifying your 
love, and be ftedfaft and perfevering in it to the very 
tnd of life. 

This is your unqueftionable duty. Your di- 
vine Lord and Mafter has exprefsly commanded you 
to do fo. Nay, you have bound yourfelves in a fo- 
lemn manner at his table, to be conftant in your af- 
feftion to him, and faithful even unto death. So 
.^that you are under the moft facred obligations to 
continue in his love. 

This is what you are obliged to, alfo, in point 
of gratitude. Tor, is not the love which Chrift has 
expreffed for you, wonderful beyond all conception ? 
It bears the neareft and moft perfeft refemblance to 
the Father's love for him •, a love whifch infinitely 
tranfcends the moft enlarged comprehenfion of the 
higheft feraph. Sure, then, if you have any fenfe 
of gratitude, you ought to continue in his love. Da 
you love them who have promoted your intereft in 
this world ? Do you retain a gratefui remembrance 
oftheir kindnefs ? Are you ready to exprefs your 
gratitude, and fliall you not much more continue in 
His love, who has done and fuffered fuch amazing 
things for your redemption ? 

This alfo is your beft and trueft ^ritereiV. For it 
,will be a powerful incentive to every duty, and 
make you ftedfaft and cheerful in a courfe of re- 
ligious obedience. It will preferve you, when ex- 
pofed to temptations, from making finful compli- 
ances to the diihonour of God, and the woqnding of 
your own confciences. In a word, this is the beft way 
y.ou can take to mainuin the comfortable fenfe of his 
love to you, and to have it more and moxe fhed a- 
broad in your hearts*. ^ 

• And ; 
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And now to conclude : Would you continue in 
your love to Chrift, frequentfy meditate on his love 
to you. Guard againft every thing that may tend to> 
cool or abate your love to him 5 and earneftly im- 
plore at the throne of grace, that God, who has been 
pleafed to direft your nearts into the love of ChTift, 
may keep them in his love, till you arrive at the city 
of the living God, where your lovc fliall be made 
perfeft, and your joy Ihall be full. 



SER* 
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SERMON XX. 

ON STfeDFASTNESS IN THE WORK O* THl 
LORD. 



P A R T I. 

t Cor. xv. 58. fberefore, my beloved brethren $ be y 
Jiedfaft 9 immoveable 9 always abounding in the ivork of 

the Lords forafmpch as ye know, that your labour u 

not in vain in the Lord. 
<therefore % my beloved brethren^ be ytJPttffqflt immoveabk 

—in tbe work ofthe Lord. 

1T 18 but too common with many profefling Chrif- 
tians, who perhapS have been at fome pains to 
prepare themfelves for the holy facrament of the Sup- 
pcr, when that folemn feafon is over, *r.o turn care- 
lefs, indifferent, and flothful. In all (imilar cafes, we 
would pronounce this condu£l unreafonable and ab- 
furd. Should a dependent, for inftance, who is to 
be engaged in the fervice *of fome great man, adorn 
himfelf, for appearing in the prefence of his future 
mafter ; but, after being engaged, neglett thc work 
which he had undertaken : Would not fuch a breach 
ol fidelity be deemed among men indefenfible and un- 
juft ? And fhall we be guiity of it, againft the King 
of kings, the Sovereign Lord of heaven and earth ? 

But 
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But fince fuch unreafonable conducT: is too prevalent 
ampng the profeflbrs of reli^ion, what more fuitablf 
to your prefent circumftances, than that Iadiref» yoiuri 
the words of the text, — " Therefore, my beloved bre* 
" tjiren, be ye ftedfaft and immoveable in the work 
« of the Lord." 

Not to take up your time in explaining thefe words, 
and pointing out their conrjeclion with the preceding 
verfes, we may juft mention, by th$ way, that the a* 
poitle here dr.aws an inference from the do£tri«e of 
the refurreftion, which he had proved at large in this 
chapter. From the promifed reward, he excites Chri- 
ftians, in the texr, to attend to their prcfent work. 
Seeing we have reafon to lobk for a glonous and hap^ 
py refurre&ion by the Lord Jefus, we ought to b« 
itedfaft and immoveable in the whole of that worki 
and duty which it has pieafed him to prefcribe. 

In "diicourfing on this fubje£t, I ihall endeavour* 
by Divine afliitance, Firfl % To ihow you, what it is to? 
be ftedfaft and Immoveable in the work of the Lord* 
Secondly, Againft what we are to be fo. And, Third^ 
ly, Lay before you, the obligations under which yoi| 
l]e, to be ftedfaft and immoveable in the work of thc 
Lord. 

I. What 18 it then to be ftedfaft and immoveable ia 
the work of the Lord ? 

The original word, here rendered fledfafty \s in al-> 

lufion to a man who is feated in a fixt pofture, in 

oppofition to qne who is moving about and unfettled* 

The other word, rendered immoveabU, is indeed- 

nearly allied in its fignificatipn to the former j but 

yet it feems to import fomethirig mbre, via{. firmnefa 

and fteadinefs, the being unihaken in our faith and 

Chriftian obcdience, by perfecutions, and other exter- 

nal temptations ; or, as the farne apoftle exprefles it„ 

" oot being rrjoved a waj f rom the bop$ o/ tfoe gofpel ( i) # " 

Both 
(») Col. i. 23. 
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Both thc words arc borrowcd from the wreftlers in 
thc Olympic gamcs, whg took *ip thcir ground, and 
fixed themfelves upon fure footing, that fo they might 
not be eafily movcd by their antagonifts. Now, tni$ 
tcmper of mind, which the apoftlc recommcnds to us, 
by being ftedfaft and immoveable in the work of thc 
IJord, implies in it, 

i. Courage or fortitude, in holding faft the profef- 
fion of our faith. He that is undcr the influence of 
flavifh fear, never can be ftedfaft. If we are alarm- 
ed at the found of every reproach, or tcrrified by 
the oppofition of the world, we fhall be in grcat dan- 
gcr of turning afide from the path of duty, and lofing 
the heavenly prize. There is indecd a filial fear, a 
fear of revcrence mixed with love, which is a noblc 
difpofition of foul, and greatly eftabliflics the heart. 
Hence we are exhorted, 4< to perfeft holinefs in the 
« c fear of the Lord (*)." But a flavifli fear enfeebles 
the mind, it magnifies real dangers, and creates to 
kfelf fuch as are merely imaginary. The coward 
oftcn fears, where no fear is. There is a lion, fays 
he, in the way, I ihall be flain in the ftreets. Whilc 
he is thus filled with unreafonable terrors, the Chri- 
ftian cannot poffibly be ftedfaft and immoveable. For 
courage is a virtue abfolutely requifite to the man 
who would adhere to the praftice of his duty 5 and 
he who doe6 not fee, that he has daily occafion to 
exert it, has ftudicd the world, and himfelf, to very 
little purpofe. In thc fervice of Chrift, we muft en- 
counter with many diflicultics and dangers. u Strait 
€< is the gate, and narrow is the way, that leadeth 
€i unto lifc. w It is equally true in the prefent, as in 
the priinitive age of the gofpel, that all who would 
Iive godly, muft fufler perfecution. Thefe dangers 
arife, partly, from thc malicc and aftivity of the powers 
of darknefs, partly from the oppofition we may mect 
withfrom the men ofthe world, and ; partly, from 

thc 
(s) % Cor. vii. x. 
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the deceitfulnefs and corruption of ou.r own hearts* 
We have therefore the greateft reafon to be alwajfs 
on our guard, and to exert the firmeft refdlution ahd 
fbrtitude, in order that we may be enabled to witli- 
ftand in theevil day, and be ftedfaft in the work d£ 
thc Lord. In a word, we muft delibefately refolve 
to be for God and out duty ; and, whatcver be thc 
confequences, apply ourfelves with vigour toour Chri- 
ftian work. Of this, we have a remarkablc inftance 
in the conduft of the apoftle Paul, an inftance highly 
worthy of our imitation. When the Spirit of pro- 
phecy had foretold, that he (hould be bound at Jeru- 
falem, and delivered into the hands of the Gentiles t 
his fricnds would have difTuaded him from going up 
to that city^; but, with a generous and undaunted fpi- 
rit, he repiied, u What mean ye to break mine heart l 
u for I am ready, not to be bound only, but alfo to 
ic dic at Jerufalem, for the name of the Lord Jefus." 
ThU, indeed, was a Chriftian hcro ; he would not 
quit his poft, nor make fhipwreck of faith and a 
good confciencc, notwithftanding the dangcrs to 
which \\c was expofed : " None of thefe things," fays 
he, " moves me ; neither count I my life dear to me f 
u fo I may finifh my courfe with joy." 

2. Being ftedfaft and immoveable in the work of 
the Lord, implies in it conftancy, or an uniform fted« 
dinefs in adhering to the faith of Chrift. 

Tbis. conftancy is oppofed to ficklenefs and in-» 
ec|ualrty in the difcharge of religious duties. It is a 
virtac, of which no human being can in this life bc 
perfe&ly pofleffcd. Espcrience, and the word of God, 
unitc in informing ns, that obedience, wltj)6iit anr 
mixture of fin, is impra&icable : u Ther^ftb«fca juft, 
u man apon the earth," fays Solomon, flfFthat doth 
" good, and fmneth not." — u If we ffij* fays the 
apoftle John, u that wc have no fin,„ltfe deceive our* 
" felves, and the truth is not in y$J* In many things 
we ali offcnd j aod if any has tH$ ranity to pretend t* 

Y ; perfeftionjt 
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jerfe&ion, he has much more peafon to fay with Job, 
** Bchold I am vile, what fhall I anfwer thee ? I will 
. ** lay mine hand upon my mouth." Such an evennefs 
and conftancy, however, is attainable in the work of 
the Lord, as, in thegracious acceptation of the gofpel, 
is ftyled perfe&ion. To thts our ambition ought to be 
•dire&ed. The temper of fome men, is chiefly con- 
«erned in their devotion. Awakened by fome circum- 
ftances of providence, they are a&ive and zealous in 
the fervice of Chrift for a feafon : they are like feeds 
-which fall on ftonv places, where they have not much 
earth, and forthwith thcy fpring up becaufe they have 
no deepnefs of earth : but whcn the fun rifes they 
are fcorched, and, becaufe they have no root,. they 
wither away (a). Be not deceived. Tliis is nct to 
be ftedfaft in the work of the Lord, nor axe thefe the 
inarks of his children. Stedfaftnefs, believe it, . is a 
vcry different thing. It is what thcfincere Chriitian 
has habitualiy in his intention, and his cuftomary 
*pra£tice correfponds with it : " Herein," fays the 
.apoftle, <c do I exercife myfelf, to have always a con- 
** fcience void of olfence toward God and toward mcn* 
!And if at any time he fhould ftep afide from the 
path of duty, his foui is grieved within him ; he re- 
lurns to God wkh an unleigned repentance, and en- 
deavours to walk with greater circumfpe£Hon for the 
iuture. 

Laflly f .Being ftedfaft and immoveable in thc work 
iof the Lord, implies in it perfeverance in the Chri- 
ftian faith and pra&ice to the very end of life. For 
\t is not enough that we begin well, and continue, for 
% while, to ferve our Mafter with apparent fincerity* 

- Many have done fo, who, like our Saviour^s pretend- 
ed difciples, have at laft gone back, and walked no 

'jmore with him j and the Spirit of truth afTures us, that 
they who do fo, draw back to their own pcrdition. 
Bilt, if we would obtain the promifed rcwafcd, we muft 
% hoH 
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hold on our way, and refolutely perfevere in the work 
of the Lord. For it is only he who endures to thd 
end, that fhall be faved. It is to him who, byapa«* 
tient continuance in well-doing, fccks for glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality, that God will give eternal life. 
Let us not, then, be weary of well-doing \ for, indue 
feafon, vve iliall reap, if we faint not* Lct nothinjg 
divert us from the path of duty. Let usbe humblea 
before God, for our former deviations from ic \ and . 
cndcavour, in the ftrength of divine grace, that, for ^ 
the future, we fhall be ftedfaft and immoveable in thei 
work of the Lord. And this brings me,. 

II. To fhow you againft what we are to te fb : or 
to point out fome of the many temptations we may 
meet with, to render us negle&ful of our duty, 6£ 
tmftedfaft in the pra&ice of it. 

1. The ipfluence of bad exarnpje is a fource of feW 
duftion, againft which,. in a fpecial manner^ we ought 
to be upon our guard. The powcr of example 2* 
great. The world is governed by it, morc than by pre- 
cept. We have daily opportuiiities oif feeing its pre* 
valence on every rank of men* It is, however, much- 
tobe lamented, that the influence of bad example is 
a great deal more ftrong and gencral than the influenca 
of good : " Evil communication," fays the apoftle» 
u corrupts good manners." To refemble thofe with. 
whom we have occafion to mingle in life, is a propeh- 
fity in our nature, to which we frequently give too> 
much indulgcnce : It fhouid never extend beyond 
things that are lawful, or indiflFerent. Singularity Ja 
religious matters, when condufted with benevolencc 
and humility, is the chara&eriftic of a pious mind» 
and is abfolutely neceflary, if we would be ftedfaft 
ahd imnioveable in the work of the Lord. Let us 
not then bc conformed to this world ; but let us hold 
faft the profeflion of our faith withbut wavering, and 
and make it apparent to all around us, that, whatever 
T 2 others 
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othcrs may do, we for our parts are refolved to fervc 
tfie Lord. 

; 2. Wt muft be ftedfaft and immoveable againft the 
opinio.n, efteem and friendfhip of the world. We are 
apt to be influenced by \yhar others think or fay of 
us. Mankind are naturally fond of approbation, e? 
fpecially the approbation of fuch as they efteem, and 
of thofe upon whom they depend, or with whom they 
have occafion to converfe. And this, if.it can be ob- 
tajned, confiftently with the prefevvation of a good 
confcience, is certainly much to be defired. t€ A good 
" name," faysSolomon, " is betterthan precious oint* 
4< .ment ; and loving favour rather to be chofen than fil- 
€t ver and gold (o)" In too rhany cafes, however, it 
cannot be procured unlefs upon finful terms. If we re- 
fufe to comply with the corrupt cuftoms of the world, 
or toconnive atthe vices of men, inftead of their friend- 
fhip and good opinion, we arc in danger of incufring 
theirhatred and reproach» We muft. notwithftanding 
beware of y ieldiiig to the tcmptation. It furely becomes 
us, to offend man rather than God. We maft riot, for 
tHe fake of pleafing men, or to avoid their difpleafure, 
dhTemble our rcligious fentiments, or gratify their 
fihful humours, by a bafe and fervile compliance. 
Nb ; we muft ftudy, above all things, to approve our- 
felves to God : for he alone is our Supreme Lord and 
Lawgiver ; it is by his judgment we muft ftand or 
fall ; and his favour and friendlhip are iqfinitely pre- 
ferable to the efteem andjriendfhip of the world. 

"3. Againft" the temptation of worldly intereft and 
advantage. Thisisan allurement to a great part of 
rnankind ; a temptation that is apt to work very 
pOwerfulIy on the neceffities of fome, and on the co- 
vetoufnefs and ambiticn of others. Riches, honours 
andpleafufes, are the objefts of many of our defires, 
and the fprings by which they are aftuated. They 
are inftruments of deftru&ion, with which we de- 

clinc 



Sar. 20~ Oh Stedfaflnefs in the Work ofthe Lord. - 24 j : 

cline ndt Xo be wounded-. Inftead of refifting, or re- 
treating from the blow, we rufh with eagernefs ofl 
their fatal points. The poifon is fo fweet, that wc 
*drink it in greedily, ahd will not believe that there is -. 
death in the cup. How many have been ruined in 
their beft interefts by the love of money, by the eager • 
defire of worldly preferment, and by thc infatiable 
thirft for pleafures which endure ndt ! How many f , 
who once made a fair profeffion of religion,. have, v 
by fuch inducements, made (hipwreck of their faith ... 
arid a good confcience ! " They that will be rich,"* r 
fays the apoftle, f< fall into temptation and a fnare, .1. 
u and into many foolifh and hurtful lufts, which*. 
"' drown men in deftrudYiorv and perdition : For," 
addshe, " ihe love of money is the root of all evil, "• 
l( which, while fome coveted after, they have erred r * 
u or been feduced from the faith, and pierced them-» 
" felves through with many forrows (/»)." Of this 
Demas was a melancholy inftance, even in the pri-; 
mttive age of Chriftianity \ whicb made the apoftle* 
fay of him, " Demas hath fotfaken me, having loved- 
"• this prefent world." Even fincere Chriftians them- ; 
felves are in great danger of being ihaken in theiri 
ftedfaftnefs by the charms ©f the world. And, hence,? , 
they are fo frequently cautioned and exhorted to be» 
upon their guard againft temptations of this kind,' .. 
particularly by the apoftle John : 4< Love not the- 
" world," fays he, " neither the things that are hv\. 
" the world. If any man Jove the world^ the love 
"- of the Father is not in him (0)." Let ua beware/ 
then, left through-the cares of this world, and tiie* 
deceitfulnefs . of riches, we lofe «ou.r. iirfl: love> and , 
even the things that remain be ready to die. ■-. 

4. We muit alfobe ftedfaft and irnmoveable againft < 

the perfecutions of the world.. Welive in an age Ir* •? 

which thcreligion of Chrift is expofed to contempt 

and oppofition^; Our Saviour. iias forewarnedJiiS * 

Y 3 j difciples, , 

(») 1 Tim. ?i. 9, 10, . («) I John :L Ij. 
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difciples, to expcft perfecution ; and they are fome- 
titnes called, in providence, to take joyfully the fpoiiing 
of their goods; nay, to rcfift even unto blood in the 
defencc of their "facred profeffion. This, indeed,, 
bleffed be God, is not our cafe at prefent. We en- 
joy the liberty of our confciences under the mild pro- 
teftion of a happy government. But, in the uncer- 
tainty of human affairs, who of us can be fure, that 
we fliall efcape the fierjr trial ? And, fhould this 
happen, we would find ic no eafy matter to be fted- 
faft and immoveable in the work of the Lord. But, 
although we fhould never be fubje&ed to perfecution 
of this kind, a corrupt and blinded world has othcr 
means of detaching men from their religious pnv- 
feflion. There are many who feem to be weary of. 
Chrift andhis religion, manywho endeavour to find 
blemiflies in his facred gofpel, and even treat the 
profeflbrs of it with fcorn and reproach. NoW, it is 
not eafy to bear mockery and contempt y to be ac- 
counted, as the apoftles were formerly, enthufiafts 
and madmen. This, it muft be confeffed, is a fevere- 
trial to an ingenuous mind. We muft not,.however, 
be deterred fjrom our ftedfaftnefs by the approach of 
fufferings, or the ridicule of the world. No ; what* 
ever it may coft us, we muft adhere with refolution 
to God and a good confcience. How encouraging 
to this purpofe, but at the fame ttme how awful, arc 
thefe words of our bleffed Savidur! u Whofoever 
*< fhall confefs me before men, him will I alfo con- 
m * fefs before my Father which is in heaven; but 
*< whofoever fliall deny me before men, him will I 
<€ alfo deny Before my Father which is in hea- 
** ven (a)." 

LaJMy, Againft the cunning arts and infinuations 
©f bufy feducers. " My fon," fays Solomon, a if 
u finners entice thee, confent thou not." — " Takc 
u heed," fays our Saviour, " that no man tlec^ivc 

« y U." 
(a) Matt. x, 3», 3$. 
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u you." We aTe not to be, like children, tofled to> 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doo- 
trine, by the deceit and cunning craftinefs of men,. 
whereby they ly in wait to deceive. Many and in- 
fidious are the arts that wicked men employ to make 
Ghriftians unftedfaft in the faith, and toturn thenv 
afide frbm the prattice of their duty. This, fome * 
endeavour to accomplifh, bv attacking divine revela- 
tion, with the^view, no douot, of fapping the founda- 
tions of Chriftian morality ;'fpr, difguife it as thej 
will, the enemies of our religion are not fo much or- 
fended at the fublimity of its myfteries, as they are 
at the purity and ftri&nefs of its prdcepts. Otheis, 
by the falfe colourings they beftow on vice, labour 
to make it appear beautiful. They magnify the plea- 
fures alid fuppofed advantages of a finful life j while, 
on the other hand, they reprefent religion as a dull 
and melancholy thing ; as an enemy to our worldly 
intereft, and of little ufe, but to damp the joys, and 
cmbitter the comforts of life. In a word, by a vici- 
ous example, thofe minifters of Satan endeavour to 
,accompliih*the ruin of fouls. And, when neither 
the ingenuity of their arguments, nor the influence 
of their example are effe&ual, they fometimes try 
the force of ridicule and derifion. And, how often 
has this method proved fatally fuccefsful ? How 
many, efpecially in the inconfiderate feafon of youth, 
by commencing acquaintance with people of this 
eharatter^ have been induced to throw off every re- 
gard for virtue and religion ? Let me entreat you, 
therefore, to beware, left being led away with the 
error of the wickcd, you fall from your own fted- 
faftnefs. 

Thus, I have endeavoured to ihcw you what it is 
to be ftedfaft and immoveable in the work of the 
Lord, and fpecified fome of the many temptations to 
inconftancy ta which you are expofed. 
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III. It remains, th\rdl% That I lead you to confider 
the obligations under which you ly to be ftcdfaft in* 
the work of the Lord, and immoveable againft all- 
oppofition. 

You are not left at liberty to be ftedfaft, or other* 
wife, as fuits your inclination. It is your indifpen-» 
fable duty. God, your Creator andSovereign Lord, 
exprefsly requires it : " Be thou faithful," fays he, 
"• unto death." — " Stand faft in the faith ; quit your- 
" felves Itke men ; be ftrong." — c * Continue in the 
<c faith grounded and fettled, and be not moved a- 
" way from the hope of the gofpel." Now, thefe 
are the commands of God ; of Gdd, your Almightf 
Sovereign : And will you difpute his authority ? No^ . 
I hope better things concerning you. 

But, you are not only obliged to be ftedfaft and 
immovQable in the work of the Lord, in point of 
duty, but alfo in point of gratitude. Has not God- 
been ftedfaft to his covenant with you ? Have not 
you uniformly experienced that his providence is kiml 
and watchful ? Conftancy and faithfulnefs are no 
lefs the invartable chara&ers of his conducr, than at- 
tributes of his nature* He is with us> while we are 
withhim; his covenant is ordered in all things and 
fure. Has not God been ever found of you,> when 
you fought him in (incerity ? Has he not been nigh 
at hand to you, in all that you have called upon him 
for ? And may he not, therefore, juftly expoftulate 
with, you in any inftance of unftedfaftnefs, as he 
did with Ifrael of old; " What iniquity have ye found 
" in me, that ye are gone far from me, and have 
u walkedafter yanity ?"— But,.confvder how conftant 
and faithful Jefus Chrift was to * you, under all the 
trials and fufterings he met with, that hc might ac- 
complifli your- redemption. His fuffef ings, . indced, 
were fuch, as would have overcome the conftancy of 
any created beiagt Qut, did he, ihrink bac£,< or faint 
under them ? No ; he travclicd through the difmal 

fcene 



Ser. 2b- On Stedfajlnefe in the Worh of the Lord. 249 

fcene with unwearied perfeverance. Ile was faith- 
ful to the truft committed to him \ till, having fatif- 
fied Divine juftice, he was able to cry out, u It is 
" finifhed." If thou, then, O Chriftian, art un- 
faithful to him, he rrmy juftjy fay to thee, " I did not 
<f ferve *thee fo in the garden of Gethfemane, and 
s \ when I hung upon the crofs." N 

Finally, confider, that to be ftedfaft and immove- 
able in the work of the Lord, is your beft and trueft 
intereft. Fer, on the one hand, if you are fo, you 
'will not cnly enjoy miich prefent peace and comfort 
in walking with Gpd, which is the greateft, o"r ra- 
ther the only real happihefs of the Chriftian's lifc, in 
this world; but you have the moft exprefs promifea 
of complete and everlafting happinefs in the world to' 
come. If, by a patient continuance in well-doing> 
you feek for glory, and honour, and immortality, God 
will gxve you eternal life : " Be thou faithful," fays 
he, <c unto death, and I wiil give thee the crown of 
" life." Blefled is that fervant, whom his LorxV 
when he comes, fhali find fo doing. Whereas, on 
the other hand, unftedfaftnefs will not only deprivc 
you of peace and comfort in walking with God, but. 
is fo highlv difpleafing to him, that he who perfifts 
in it, is tnreatened with utter rejeclion : i( If any 
man," fays he, " draw back^ my foul fliall have no 
ic pleafure in him." In this matter, therefore, the> 
everlafting intereft of your fouls is deeply concerned. 

If you be uriftedfaft in the work of the Lord, he 
may juftly be fo far provoked, as to give you up to 
notorious backflidings, to open ahd grofs fins, that 
will prove a fcandal to our holy religion : " My 
il people," fays he, " would not hearken to my 
f€ vcice ; and Ifrael would none of me : fo I gave 
" them up unto theirown hearts luft ; and they walk- 
" ed.in their own counfels." Tremble, therefore, 
left, by your inconftancy, you prdvoke the Lord to 
withdraw, not onlyhis ftrengthening, and comforting, 

but s 
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but evcn his reftraining grace. Remember, that God 
h jealous of his glory, and that the errors of thofe 
who profefs to be his children, are more heinous in 
his fight, than the fins of others. &emember that 
awful faying, " You only have I known of all the 
• c families of the earth ; therefore, I will puniih you 
" for your iniquity." 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ftedfaft atid 
immoveable. Fight the good fight of faith. Lay 
hold on eternal life, whereunto you ate.alfo called, 
and have profefled a good profeflion before many 
witnefTes. I give you charge, m the fight of God 
who quickeneth all things, and before Jefus Chrift, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good confef- 
£on, that you keep this commandment without fpotr 

And now, unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to prefent you faultlefs before the pre- 
fencc of hi* glory with exceeding Joy \ to~ the only 
wife God our Saviour, be glory and majefty, domi* 
ftion and power» Amen* 
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^N ABOUNDING IN THE WOAK OF THE LOBJfe 
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j Corinth. xv. 58» Therefore^ myleloved brethren^ be 
ye ftedfaft % im$ncveable 9 alvoays abounding in the ivorJt 
ofthe Lord ; Jbrafmuch as ye know> that your laboUr 
is not in vain in the Lord. 



OUR. holy religion, if confidered without preju- 
dice, in whatever light we view it, will appear 
amiable and fublime ; particularly^ if we view it 38 
•training us up, and leadirig us on, to greater and 
more eminent degrees of perfe&ion in holinefs, and, 
confequently, to higher meafures pf happinefVand 
4*lory. " The path-of the juft," fays Solomon, " 13 
" as the (hining light, that fliineth more and more 
u unto the perfeft day." In the gofpel, our greateft 
cxcellency is recommended to us as our duty ; and 
it argues infinite love and condefcenfion in God, to 
enjoin fuch duties as have a native tendency to exalt 
our nature, and prepare us for the enjoyment of con- 
fummate felicity. T hus, in our text, we are not 
-only enjoined to be ftedfaft and immoveable, but alfo 
to " abound always in the work of the Lord ; foraf- 
" much as we knowj that our labour is not in vain 
*« in the Lord." 
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In difcourfing on thefe jvvords, I ftiall endeavour, 
by Divine afliftance, Fir/I, To fliow you, what is 
ittiplied in our abaunding in the wofrk of the Lord. 
Secondly, What it is to abound always in it. And, 
Lajlly, I ftaU explain the meaning and obligation of 
the two arguments or motives in the text, employed 
,«o enforce this duty, viz. the defignation here given 
to it, " the work of the Lord j" andthe gloriousrc- 
compence of reward that is promifed, cc Forafmuch 
€C as ye know, that your labour is not in vain in thc 
«< Lord." f 

I. I am firfl to {how you,- what is implicd in our 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

By the work of the Lord, we are to underftand the 
.whole of. pra&ical religion ; . comprehending in it, 
the exercife of piety and devotion towards God, of 
jufticc and charity to men, and of fobriety and 
temperance in our own condu& : In one word, obe- 
dience to all jhe precepts, both of the firft and fecbnd 
table of the law. " He hath fhowed thee, O man," 
fays the prophet Micah, cc . what is good : and what 
cc doth the_ Lord require of thee, but to do juftry, 
cc to love mercy, and t to walk humbly with thy 
cc God r" And the apoftle Paul gives us a beau- 
tiful fummary of this work cf the Lord, as taught 
by the gofpel ; cc For the grace of God," fays he, 
** that bringejh falvation, hath appeared to all men, 
cc teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs, and.wordly 
" lufts, we (hould live foberly, righteoufly, and god- 
cc ly, in this prefent world (<?)•" 

Nx>w, aboundingin this work, evidently fuppofes, 
that there is a prircciple of fpiritual life m thc foul, 
by which it is made alive unto God, and difpofed for 
the facred duties dfreligion; — Without life, therc can 
be no acr.ivity. A perfon who is dead, canliot engage 
'in the bufinefs of this worldj neither can he who is 

dead 

r{a) Tit. ii. II, \%. 
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dead in trefpafies and fins, abound in the work of thc 
Lord. In this raatter, I am afraid, a great many pro- 
feffing Chriftians deceive themfelves, and by that, 
rneans lofe all their labour in religion. They attcmpt 
the work without a principle of life j and hence, all 
their performances, however fpecious, muft be fuper- 
ficial. If, then, you would abound in the work of 
the Lord, let it be your firft and principal concern, . 
to lay the foundation in an union with Chrift, who is 
the refurreftion, and the life, and from whom alone, 
this new life and ftrength for your work is derivcd. 

And, being thus difpofed for the exercifes and du- 
ties of the religious life, aboundiog in the work of 
the Lord implies in it, 

i. That we fhould have the graces of the Spirit, in 
a lively and vigorous exercife. Unlefs he exert iis 
ftrength and vigour, a man cannot work in the affairs 
of tbis world. In religion, the cafe is the fame. He 
who indulges himfelf in (loth, or negle&s to ftir up 
the grace of God that is in him, can never abound ia 
the work of the Lord. I acknowledge, indccd, that 
the fpiritual lifc may fometimes fcem as fire under 
the aflies; that indwelling corruption may prevail, 
andlead captive to the love of fin and death. But a 
life of grace, as to the general tenor of it, is adtivc : 
and it is evidcnt to a demonftration, that a Chriftian 
can never abound in the fruits of righteoufnefs unto 
holinefs, unlefs he live in the habitual and vigorous 
exercife of the graces of the Spirit : for thefe are the 
fprings which fet all the wheels of religious obedience 
in motion. The human body is fitted for adtion by 
the vigour and flow pf the animal fpirits ; whereaa» 
when they move more flowly, it is feeble and languid* 
In the fame manncr, when the Chriftian's faith irt 
Godis ftrong,- his love fervent, and*his hope of fal- 
vation firm, entering into that within the vail ; thefe 
graces excite him to diligence and adlivity in ferving 
the Lord : but when they are weak and decayed,' he 
Z becomes 
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becomes carelefs and remifs in the difcharge of his 
«iuty ; aml the things that remain in him are even 
ready to die. - 

2. It implies in it aclual attainmcnts, and confi- 
<lerablc proficiency in thofe graces, which are thc 
principles and ftrength of the ipiritual lifc. It im- 
ports, that they are arrivcd at a good degree of im- 

Erovement and growth, and that this is evidenced, 
oth in the regular performance of religious duties 
with fome meafure of peace and comfort, and in en- 
countering difficulties, Hnd refifting temptation with 
fortitude and refolution. Thus, it is given as a dif- 
tinguifliing majk of fincere Chriftians By the apoftle, 
** That they have crucified the flefli with its affec- 
*' tions and lufts (a) ; n not only are they endeavouring 
to do it, but they have a&ually crucified it in fome 
ancafure. Nay, it is not enough to have obtained 
ibme vi&ories over indwelling corruption ; we muft 
go on and weaken this body of fin more and more : 
and a$ therc are many degrees of holinefs before 
we can arrive at the perfe&ion of it, we muft be ftill 
Tifing higher an/1 higher. This is vcry propcrly illut 
trated by the growth of a plant, or of our own bo- 
<lies. A plant, you know, is daily advancing, till it 
comc to that ftrcngth and maturity which arc defign- 
ed for it by thc Atfthor of nature ; and our bodies 
are continuallVj^ though imperceptibly, expanding, 
lill at laft JjHflk anive at thcir appointed ftature. 
Juft fo it Ji rn the (piritual life. Atter the vital prin- 
ciple of gijace is implanted in the mind, it will ftilT 
be acquiring new acceffions of ftrength, until it bc * 
perfe&ed in glory. This te the meamng of that fay- 
ing of the intpired wife man, " The path of the juft 
** is as the (hining light that fhineth more and moTe 
* c unto the perfect day (£)." It xs true> in God's 
childrcn thcre may be decays of grace for a feafon. 
Thc Chriftian may walk in darknefs, and fce no light. 

(*) Gal t. m- W Vw*.Yi.\V 
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His graccs, like flowcrs in the wintcr, may difappear* 
and hide their beautiful heads. The fpirit of life re- 
mains in him like the root in the earth ; but he a- 
bounds not in the difplay and exercife of the Chrif- 
tian graces. And when this is the cafe, you may 
plainly perceivc, that the Chriitian cannot be faid ta 
abound in the work of the Lord ; nay, fp far from 
it, that, undcr thofe decays of grace, he will lament 
liis own condition, and utter that paflionatc wifh of 
the apoftle Paul, when he was in fimilar circumftan- 
ces : " O, wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver 
" me from the body of this death ?" 

LaJ!ly y This abounding in the work, of the Lortl 
implies, that, till we have arrived at perfe£tion f we 
muft never reit fatisfied with our attainments. How- 
ever far advanced our prefent progrefs in religioa 
may be, we muft think, with the apoftle, that it is in- 
fufhcient $ we muft forget the things which are be- 
hind, and prefs forward towards the mark for the prize 
of Qur high calling that is with God in Chrift Jefus* 
Do you excel other Chriftians, who are weaker \\\ 
grace than yourfelves ? Bcware of^ thinking that thi* 
w enough. While you are fhort qf the work, your 
difigcnce mult not be relaxed : and though, indeecl, 
you never can attain perfeftion, while confined ta 
this valley of tears; yet, it ,is the objeft to which your 
ambition and your efforts ought to be dire&ed. Al- 
though you come infinitely flioct of the perfe£t ftand- 
ard of your conduct the holy law of . God, and of 
-Chwft your pcrfcft pattern ; yet, you nuift be inde- 
fatigable in your endeavours, you muft walk and not 
be weary^ run, and not faint. Thcre are many who- 
promife well for a time •, many who outftrip their 
fellow Chriftians, v/ho yet, by fainting and becoming 
remifs before they arrive at the end ot their journey, 
fail of obtaiuing thc prize. What fears ought this to 
awaken and tnaintain. iu our fouls, leit we alfo faint 
before our Chriftian race be finiflicd ! Let us re- 
Z 2 mcmber^ 
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mcmber, that he who bcgins, but does not end in thc 
Spirit, has fuffered many things in vain; and thatto 
him o'nly who is faithful unto death, Chrift haspro- 
mifed to give the crown of life. 

Thus, I have fhown you what it is to abbund in 
the work of the Lord. It implies a lively and vigor- 
ous exerdfe of grace, a£tual attainments, and confide- 
rable proficiency, both in mortifying lln, and in poli- 
tivc holinefs ; and flnaliy, that, till we have arrived at 
pcrfe&ion, our 2eal and aftivity muft never be relax- 
ed. I now proceed, 

II. To fhe?/ you what it is to abound always in 
this good wcrk. 

1. There is no time nor period, no conditionnor 
circumftances of life, in which we ought to neglcft 
it. The charms of profpcrity fhould not feduce us, 
nor the powers of adverfrty deter us, froin abounding 
in the work of the Lord. When we are in health, 
we fhould apply to it with vigour ; M'hen in ficknefs, 
it cught to be our chief concern. In the days of 
youth, we fhould bring forth our fummer fruits ; in 
more advaaced age, folid piety and religion ; and in 
old age, whenjthe body is haftening to the crave, thc 
foul ihould be^pfacing its affe&ions on' the things 
which are above. .- Wherever we are, whether in the 
houfe or in the fields, in the clofet or in company, 
llcligion fhQUld, of all things, be the neareft to our 
heart, andemploy our moft diligent care. In the 
night feafoji,* whcn fleep does not clofe our eyes, the 
meditatiori of God fhould be fvveet to us ; when we 
awake in the moming, we fliould be ftill with him, 
and in the fear of the Lord all the day Jvng. In a 
word, no danger fhould prevent us from obfcrving, 
no confideration prevail with us to negle£t, this im- 
portant duty. We muft prefer it to our chiefeft 
worldly joys, and to all thc delights of the fons oi 
men ; for we are to fcek firft the kingdom of God, 

and 
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and the righteoufncfs thereof, and other things in 
fubordination to, and only in fo far as they are confift- 
ent wich it. 

2. and JtiJJly ; To abound always in the work of 
the Lord, impiies, alfo, that we fliould be cmployed, 
at cvery time, and in every part of our lives, in thofe 
particular duties that are moit proper and^eafonable : 
4< Every thir^," fays Solomon, " is beauriTul in its 
" feafon." In difcerning what is prefent duty, and 
abounding in the praftice of it, the wifdbm a-nd dex- 
terity of the Chriitian conllits. This has oftcn occa- 
fioned perplexity to the fervants of Chriit ; and 111- 
deeit» a great deal of the beauty, peace, and comfort 
of a Chriltian's life, dcpends upon his performing e- 
very part of religion in its proper feafon. It is true,. 
the rcriptures point out oui; duty with abundant clear- 
nefs and peripicuity ; but from the weaknefs of our 
minds and imperfe£tion of grace, even in the beit, 
it frequently happens, that the Chriitian is at a lofs 
to know on ^which fide his duty lies, and fo .cannot 
order his fteps by reafon of darknefs. Now, in fuch 
perplexing circumftances, the following rules may ber 
of ufe : ift) See that your mtnds be free of all biait 
from felMove or worldly conGderations : 2dJy, De- 
pend upon the aid of the Divine Spirft r 3*//y, Apply 
to hiin by prayer for direftion : and, la)Uy y Let the 
glory of God, the good of his churdb, and your owa 
felvation, be chiefly in your eye. 

You fee, then, what it is to abouhd always in the 
work of the.Lord. It is to abound in it at all times, 
and in every period of life, in all the conditions anct 
eircumftances we can be in \ and it is to be always 
employed at the Providence of God direfts, in thofe 
particular duties that are moft proper and feafon- 
able. 

And now, I addrefs myfelf to you, who have this 

day beejn at the Lord's table, and whom, theiefore, I 

Z 3 am. 
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am bound, in the judgir.cnt of charity, to addrefs as 
ical Chriftians. Be concerned, I befeech you, to a- 
bound always in thc work of the Lord. And, 
fure, thc Tery deilgnation that is here given to your 
«!uty, is fu/Ecient to recommend it to you. It is cal- 
led the work of the Lord. And, O, what powerful 
2nd cndeariug motives are included in this! 

Confider, i . It is the work which thc Lord com- 
mands and require^ of you. He who hath an un- 
«ioubted authority ovcr you ; he whofe fubje&s you 
sre, bv all the ties of duty, intcreft, and gratitude, 
and wlicm you have this day avouched, in the moftfo- 
lcmn manner, to be your Lord and Mafter, exprefs- 
ly enjoins you to abound in this work. Confider, that 
God is your Creator, who has brought you into the 
world, and raifed you to a rank of being fuperior to 
the bcafts that perifh ; that he has preferved you a- 
midft innumcrable dangers, and beftowed upon you 
many temporal bleffings. And, as if all this were 
not enough, has he not provided ijpr your recovery» 
whcn you were loft and periflung, and fent his only 
begotten Son to accomplifti your falvation? Now, 
docs not the receipt of fo many, and fuch unmerited 
mcrcies, challenge your beft and moft grateful re- 
turns ? And what return can be fo wofthy of him, 
as obedicnce to his fovereign command, by abound- 
ing in his work ? When fervants among men negleQ 
thcir maftcr's work, efpecially f he work of a kind and 
bouatiiul maftcr, they are juftly charged with indo- 
lcnce and ingratitude : But, here is a Mafter, who 
has an infinitely greater right to command, and who 
is infinitely more indulgent and bountiful than any 
carthly maftcr can poffibly be* Is i| not, then, moft 
juft and reafonable ; docs not both gratitude and du- 
ty require, thnt you ihould abound in his work? 

2. The work you are calied to ;?bound in, is a work 
with wiiich the Lord is well plealed, and in the per- 
&imance of which you are fure of acceptance, for tlie 

fcke 
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fake of the perfeft righteoufnefs of Chrift. Nor wili 
you meet with acccptance only ; he will even admit 
you into his favour and friendfliip. To be the fer- 
vants of God, is the true honour and dignity of the 
higheft created beings ; it is that in which the an- 
gels themfelves glory. . But, if you abound in the 
work of thc Lord, he will raife you to a ftill more 
diftinguifhed honour, even to that of being his friends, 
and admit you to communion and fellowfhip with 
himfelf. " Ye are my friends," fays Chrift, " if ye 
" do whatfoever I command you : Henceforth, I call 
" you not fervants, but friends." Now, what an ani- 
mating motive is this ? Is the favour and friendfhip 
of piinces fo much courted upon carth ? are men 
fo diligent and affiduous in ferving them, that they 
may obtain their friendfhip, a friendfhip that is fo 
vcry . unccrtain, arid extends but to a few of their 
concerns ? And] fhall not the friendfhip of the • infi- 
nitely great God \ a friendfhip that is everlafting and 
unchangeable \ a friendfhip that rcaches to all your 
wants and wiihes •, nay, infinitely above what you can 
either afk or think : Shall not his friendfhip allure you 
to his fervicc, and induce you to abound in it ? Would 
men but allow themfelves to think, it is impoffible 
they could refift the force of this endcaring confidera- 
tion. .r 

3. It is a work in which thc Lord will affifi and 
. direft you \ and thereforc you ought to abound- in it. 
Pcrhaps you arc faying, " I am ignorant of this good 
" work ; it is fpiritual and heavenly, and far, far tran- . 
" fccnds my darkened underftanding." But, bc of good 
comfort 5 thc Lord himfelf cngages to becomc your 
condu£lor : u I will inftru& thce," fays iic, u and 
" teach thec in thc way which thou fhalt go : I wili 
" guide thee with mine eye (c)" He gives you his 
holy word to be a light to your feet, and a lamp to 
your path, and his Spirit to guidc you into all truth. 
Arc you afraid of your pwu weaknefs j afraid that 

you 

{*) Pfal. uiu. «4 
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vou will not be able to abound in the work of the 
Lord ? Hear his gracious promife, in which he ex- 
poftulates thc matter with the flothful Chriftian, and 
effe&ually anfwers the objeftion of want of ftrength : 
€t Why fayft thou," fays he, " O Jacob, and fpeak- 
4 * eft, O Ifrael, My way is hid from the Lord, and 
<c my judgment is pafled over from my God ? Haft 
€< thou no( known, haft thou not heard, that thc 
€t Everlafting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
€t of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary ? 
€t There is no fearching of his underftanding. He 
€t giveth power to the faint ; and to them that have 
** no might, he increafeth ftrength. — They that wait 
'* upon the Lord fhall renew their ftrength : they 
€t fhall mount up with wihgs as eagles ; they fhall 
€< run, and not be weary, and walk, and not faint (</)." 
Fear not, then : his grace will be made fufficient for 
you ; for his ftrength is made perfeft in weaknefs. 

Laftly y It is the work of the Lord : You fhould 
therefore abound in it, becaufe it is a work which he 
will gracioufly reward. 

And this bririgs me to the fccond argument or mo- 
tive in the text, viz. the bleffed recompence of ie- 
. ^ward, fhat is here promifed ; c< Forafmuch as ye 
€< know, that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 
Labour, without a fuitable recompence, is not eafily 
enduted. He, who is compelled to undergo fuch la- 
bour, will always find it depreffing and ungrateful. 
But he who devotes himfelf to the fcrvice of God, 
will find that hrs labours have not been in vain. 
During the time in which he was engaged tti them, 
he enjoyed a peace which the wicked ,do not know, 
and which the world cannot give. Nor is this the 
©nly^advantage which he reaps from his work. By 
that work, he is gradually prepared for immortality 
and heaven ; and his foul is filkd with tranfport, from 
the well-grounded hope, that he fliall one day bc 

madc 
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made a partaker of the inheritance with the faints in 
life. And it is this rewtfrd in the life to come, thia 
glorious rccompence of reward, which God has pro- 
mifed, and will afluredly beftow, upon all who love 
him, and abound in his work, that the apoftle feems 
chiefly to have had in his eye. 

Confider, then, The greatnefs of this reward. 
Of this reward we can form no adequate conceptioh 
in the prefent ftate. It is reprefented in fcripture by 
the moft magnificent and delightful images. It is 
called a crown ;a crowh of life and glory^ akingdpm 
prepared from the foundation of the world, that can 
never be moved ; an inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away. It is defigned hjr 
the New Jerufalem, the City, nay, the Paradifco£ 
the Living God : and, hence, the poflcflbrs of this 
felicity are faid to fit on thrones, with fccptrcs and 
palms ' of vitSlory in their hands, and as kings and 
priefts, to reign with Chrift for ever. But thefe me- 
taphors come infinitely (hoft of its dignity : They 
are ufed by the facred writers, by way of accommoda- 
tion to our modes ef thinking \ but the objeft which 
they are intended to defcribe, is, in faft, " a far 
u more exceeding, and eteraal weight of glory/*, 
thah we can comprehend. 

And, as this reward is inconceivably great, con- 
fider, likewife, that it is infallibly certain. If you 
love the Lord, and abound in his wprk, you may de- 
pend upon it, with the fulleft afturance, that it will, 
rn due time, be beftowed upon you •, for God him- 
felf has promifed it. " To them," fays he, " that, 
" by patient continuance in well-doing, feek for 
" glbry, honour, and immortality, I will render c"- 
** ternal life. Be ye, therefore, faithful unto death, 
* c and I will give you a crown of life." Nay, as wfe 
arc told by the apoltle to the Hebrews, " God will- 
4< ing more abundantly to (how unto the heirs of 
" promife the immutability of his council, confirm- 

" ed 
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u ed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, 
" in which it was impo-fible for God to lie, they 
" might haTe ftrong confolation, who have fled for 
<f rcfuge, to lay hold upon thc hope fet beforc 
u them (r)" And, what this hope is, he fubjoins 
in the following verfe ; " It is that which entereth 
" within the vail, whither our forerunner is gone, 
€< even Chrift Jefus." Now, what greater fecuritjr 
could have poflibly been given you ? God is not a man 
that he (hou)d lie, nor the fon of man that he (hould 
repent. What he has promifed, is the refult of in- 
finite wifdom ; it is what he has power to fulfil, and 
therefore he will make it good. Nay, though his 
promife be indeed fufficient fecurity, yet, in conde- 
fcenfion to our weaknefs, he has added the fan&ion 
of his oath. And, what morc facred and invio- 
lable than an oath ? What oath fo facred as the oath 
of God himfelf confirming his promiie ? Well, 
therefore, might the apoftlc, in the tcxt, appeal to tbe 
Corinthians themfelves, with refpe& to the certainty 
of this promifed rcward : " Ye know," fays he ; it is 
npt an uncertain, or probable opinion merely, but ye 
know, upon the moft folid and fatisfa&ory grounds, 
" that your labour is Mt in vain in the Lord." 

And, now, (hall not ifcis certain, tfiis glorious re- 
ward of etemal life, anhmte and encourage. you to 
be ftedfaft, immoveable, and always abpunding in the 
work of tbe Lord ? 

Imagine, you not only fee your exalted Saviour 
offering you an eternity of joy, a kingdom with God, 
a crown of life and riglneoufnefs, that fadeth not a- 
,way ; but that you hear him faying, •' Be thou faith- 
u ful unto death, and_ I will give thee the crown 01 
" life. To him that overcomcth, will I grant to fit 
u with me in my throne, as I alfo overcame, and am 
u fet -down witn my Father in his throne." And, 
will not this kindle your ardour ? Will it not arm 

you 
(r) Hcb. vh 17, 18. 
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you with facred refolution, and make you redouble 
your a&ivity and diligence in the work of the Lord ? 
How mean, alas ! and fordid are your views, if it haa 
not this effeft upon your mind ? or, rather, how un- 
believing are your hearts, if you have no fenfe or 
efteem of this neavenly reward, correfpondent to its 
real excellence and worth ? But I hope bettcr things 
concerning you *, and things that accompany falva- 
tion, though Ithus*fpeak, 

Wherefore, my beloved brcthren, be ye ftedfaft 
and immoveable, always abounding in thc woTk of the 
Lord ; forafmuch as ye know, that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 

And, nowj may the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great Shep- 
herd of tbe (heep, through the blood of thc everlaft- 
ing covenant, make you perfeft in every gpod work, 
to do his will, arid work in you that which is well* 
pleafing in his fight, through Jefus Chrift j to whom 
be glory, for ever and eyer. Amen. 
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SERWON XXII. 

ON IMITATIKG THE MORAL PERFECTIOXS 
OF GOD. 



MlTT. V. 48. 

Br ft fherefqre perfe&> even.as your Ftther which H 
Heaven 'is perfefi. 



"CTTTTHEN our Saviour appeared in the world, arid 
\\ claimed the chara&er of the True Meffiah* 
his enemies objefted fo him, that, by his do&rine, 
he deftroyed the law and the prophets, and loofencd 
oyr obligation to the duties of morality j an objco 
tion, which, if well founded, would haye been a juft 
caufe of prejudice againft him, and more than fuffi- 
cient to provchim an impofter. But, fo far was 
this from being the cafe, that the great defign and 
tendency of that religion which he publifhed to the 
world, was, to form the minds and manners of mcn 
to a conformity to his heavenly Father, the unerring 
Pattern of punty and holinefs. He gave us a perfed 
Tule of life, fupported by the authority of God, aud 
enforced by his ovn examplc. He inftituted a rea- 
fonable fervice, a religion every way well calculated 
for promoting real and fubftantial goodnefs, and for 
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raifing thc hearts of mcn to the higheft pitch of virtue. 
Df this, the difcourfes of our Saviour, which ftand 
upon record, give us the moft complete evidence. 
His exccllent fermonx on the Mount, is particularly 
a fummary of pure rcligion, containing fuch perfedx 
inftru£tions, as have raifed the admiration even of 
his moft implacable enemies. 

But, efpecially, the divine example is propofed to 
our imitation, as the beft and moft effe&ual ftandard 
in order to be perfe&. Wc are therefore required 
to cultivate a noble ambition of becoming followers 
of God : " Forgetting thofe things which are behind» ' 
u and reaching forth to ihofe which are beforej wc 
u are commanded to prefs toward the mark, for the 
" prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus j" 
and in this manner leaving the firft principles of the 
do&rine of Chrift, to be ftill going oi\ to perfeftion. 
But, this is nowhere more exprefsly required, than 
in the words of the text ; u Bc ye thercfore perfeft, 
" as your Father which is in heaven is perfe£t." * 

Thefe words are an inference from our Saviour'a 
difcourfe to his difciples. In the 43d verfe of this 
chajrter, he takes notice of an excellent moral precept, 
which cpmprehends the whole of that duty we owe 
to our nbighbour, but which had bten grofsly pervert- 
ed by the Jewifli teachers : " Ye have heard," fayt 
he f €€ that it hath been faid, thou fhalt love thy 
u aeighbour, and hate thine enemy." Hc then cor- 
re&s the partiality of this law, and inculcates upon 
hift difciples, the pra&ice of goodnefs, mercy, and 
patiencc, even toward their worft and nioft malictou? 
enemifcs : u Love your enemies," fays he ; u blefs* 
f< them that curfe you, do good to them that hate 
u you, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe you 
u and perfecute you." And tq. engagqLthem to this 
moft exccllent duty, he propofes;t^e,example of hit. 
hcavenly Father, who beftowVthe bounties of hi* ! 
Fxovidcpce upon the evil ani unthankful; " That 
• 2 A « V ? 
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%l ye," fays hc, " may bc the children of your Father 
€< which is- in heaven ; for he maketh his fun to rifc 
* c oo the evil, and on the good, and fendeth ram 
€C on thejuft, and on the unjuft." And this argu- 
u&ent he farther enforces, by affuring them, that un- 
lefs.fuch difpofitfons. prevailed in their breauVtowards 
thcir enemies, fo far from refembling God, they 
would only be on a level with thevery worft of irien: 
€C For if yc love ^00," fays he, " that love you, 
* c what reward have yc ? Do not even thc publicans 
* c the famq ? And if you falute vour brethren only, 
* c what do ye more than others r Do not even the 
cc publicana fo ?" And then he concludcs his argu- 
xnentin the words of the text, c « Be yethcrefore per- 
** fe£t,-as your Eather which is in heaven is perfecV 

The duty, therefore, which our Saviour in thk 
pjace more immediately recommends, is that of imi- 
fatang God in the amiaDlc qualities ofgoodnefs, mer- 
cy, and forbearance. Our love to othcre, mu& be 
generous and difmterefted, unconfined by parria! and 
limited views ; and, with refpe£t to its obje&, boun- 
tiful even a$ that of God himfelf. We muft be ready 
tocommiferate the wretched ; we muft (how forbeafr 
tapce to-the injurious, and a hearty good*will to our 
cnemies. As the precept in the text, howcver, is 
lotro^uced; by our-Saviour as the conclufion of hin 
iphole foregoing difcourfe, in-which he vindieates the 
laoraHaw from the mifreprefemations of the JewiA 
teachers * and as perfedion, in the language of fcrip- 
ture, is ufed to fignifjr. every moral exccJlence, we 
hope it will not be thought fofeign to the dcfignof 
♦^r Lord 3 . if we confrder it in this extenfiveview, vii- 
a$reicommending to us, the iraitation of Gfcd, hvtBc 
jaaoral perfe&ions of his nature. 

In difequrfing on this fubjeft, we propofe, by Di- 
vine nflifta.nce, Fjrft, To ibow you, in what manncr 
wc are to conccive ofr God a| perfe<&: S&condJy, Wc 
-§&# eodewcaur. to explaiu tbe, t«ie meanifig oV tke. 
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precept : And, Lafifo Conclude, by dlrc£ting you t» 
a fuitablc improvement. 

I. We propofe, firfi 9 to fhow ybu, in what manntfr 
wc arc to conceivc of God aa perfe&. 

As foon as the mind of inan has arrived at the 
exercife .of reafon, and is led into inquiries concern- 
ing the Supreme Being, the firft and moft obvious 
attributcs that occur to him, are, his rhajcfty an& 
.greatnefs. Thefe, it is true, will, at firft, fillhimwith 
amazement only ; but if he comlders them morc at- 
tentively, they will excite his Iove and veneration* 
as tnvolving in them fuprcme goodnefs, and every 
poflible perfedion. It is difficult indccd for us* 
who are finite and liiriited in oui underfUndtng» 
toorrive at any duc apprehenfion of fuch a Bcing. 
But we fhould endeavour, as far as we are able, t<* 
conceive of him, as infinitely Tcmovcd from cvery 
«diing unworthy or immoral ; irom evcry kind and de- 
grce of imperfe&ion ; and as poffefTed of the highefi 
«fogree of excellence. 

- 1. Wc ought to conceive of God, as infinitely rc- 
moved frpm every kind and degree of imperfe&ion. 
Such is the conftitution of the human mind, that our 
eftecm for thc Deity, and our demeanour toward& 
•him, are infallibry regulatcd by the ideas we have 
formed of hisrrature. If wc conccive of him, aswhat 
fce really is, abfolutely perfeft and excelicnt, this wiH 
toaturally produce in us, correfpondent affe&ions c£ 
vencration and lovc, and prompte fuch a fpirituat 
worihip as becomes his glorious Majefty. But, to 
afcribe imperfe&ion to God, to blemifh his fpotlefe 
hature with the leaft degree of impurity, is to ftrike 
ot the foundation of all religion ; it is to deftroy the 
cteareft and moft cffential notion we have of him r 
«iid to banifh real virtue out of the world. Henct 
we find the Spirit of God, in fcripture, guarding us. 
with the utmoft carc againft every unworthy concep-* 
2 A 2 \kwx 
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tion of God. There, holinefs is frequently afcribcd 
to hinf, and with peculiar marks of diftin&ion. 
" Thou art not a God that haft pleafure in wicked- 
" nefs, neither (hall evil dwell with thee. Sinntrs 
•* c fhall not ftand in thy fight, and thou hateft the 
" workers of iniquity." — u Fat beit from God," fays. 
Elihu in the book of Job, " that he ihould do wick- 
u ednefs, and from the Almighty, that he Ihpuld 
:" commit iniquity : yea, furely God willnotdowick- 
" edly, neither will the Almighty pervcrt .judgment. w 
He is elfewhere faid to be " a God of truth, and mt\- 
u out iniquity. With him thereis no variablenefs nor 
" fhadow of turning. What fhall We fay, then ? Is 
" thcre unrighteoufnefs wirh God ? God forbid." 
t Many other paffagcs to the fame purpofe might be 
.quoted ; but thefe are fufficient to evince, thatthedi- 
.vine nature is infinitely removed from every thingun- 
.worthy or immoral. 

2. We ought likewife to conceive of God, as pof- 
fefled of the higheft degrees of excellence and perfec- 
ticn. 

We muft not pretend to confine his excellence with- 
in the narrow limits of our thoughts, as if no perfec- 
tion, or degree of perfe&ion, could belong to God, 
i>ut what is conceivable by us. No \ wc ought ta 
think of him as boundlefs and unlimited, and infinite- 
ly exceeding our highefi\conceptions. Our imagina- 
tion is too circumfcribed to receive fo vaft an objecl: ; 
when we have enlarged it to the utmoft, it muft ftill 
remain infinitely (hort of the truth. We may as well 
think to meafure the waters in the hollow of our hand, 
and to mete out the heavens with a fpan, afr to com- 
prehend infinite perfe&ion, and extend otir thoughts 
to Divine immenfity. " Behpld," fays Eltfiu, " God 
4C is great^and we know him not. Touching the Al- 
<c mighty, we cannot find him out. Who can by 
<c fearching find.out Gc$l ? who can find out the Al» 
V mighty to perfe&ion ? It is high as heaven, what 
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" can we do ? deeper than hell, what can we know ? 
u the meafure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
*' broader than the fea." 

We ought therefore to conceive of God, as pofTef- 
fed of every poflible perfe£Hon. And this in fomc 
inftances hasbeen di&ated by hature herfelf. Hence 
the wifeft among the Heathens reprefent him as the 
moft excellenr, and perfeft ; the greateft, and the beft 
of Beings. Andthe facred fcriptures, thofe pure anti 
uncorrupted fountains of. truth, every where afcribe 
perfe&ion to God. In them, he is reprefented as a 
Spirit ; felf-cxiftent ; independent ; filiing immenfity 
with his prefence ; from everlafting to everlaiting ; 
the fame to day, yefterday, and for ever ; fo wife, that 
he knows the hearts.of men ; fo powerful, that to him, 
all things are poffible ; fo perfetllf holy, that the hea- 
vens are not clean in his fight ; fo juft and righteous, 
that there is no iniquity with him ; fo true and faith- 
ful, that if he has faid it, he wjll certainly do it, if 
he has fpoken it, he will make it good ; and fo abun- 
dant in mercy, that,rather than we fhoiild perifh, he 
fcnt his only begotten Son to be the propitiation for 
our fins. In a.word, the moft exalted created intelli- 
gence can fimpiy adore the greatnefe of God ; himfdjf 
alone cr.n comprehend it. 

In this manner, then , we are to conceive of God, 
as infinitely removed from every kind and dcgree o£* 
imperfe£tion,.and aspoflefledof the higheft degree of 
txccllence. 

II. We now proeeed to explain the true mean- 
Tng of the preccpt, " Be ye perfeft, as your Father 
l( which is in heaven is perfett." , 

i. We.are not here requiredtp imitate Godinhis 
>eculiar perfe&ions ; fuchas, his independence, felf- 
sxiftence, .the immeufity and eternity of hi$ . Being ; ; 
lis omnifcience and omnipotence. Thefe naturally 
>roduce, in the mindtfiat confidqrs them, the moft 
jrofound veneration, and difpofe us to worfhip arid 
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adore the Being by whom thcy are pofTefTed. But 
they are incommunicable to any created being, and 
thereforc cannot be propofed to us as a pattern. T6 
aim at a refemblance of God in any of tbcfe perfec- 
tions, would be the higheft arrogance, and mofl in« 
tolerable prefumption. Have we an arm HkeGod? 
Can we thunder with a voice like his ? If we look 
upon the earth, will it tremblc ? If wc touch the 
mountains, will they fmoke ? If we command the 
fun, will he rife ? and can we feal up the ftars ? 
Ko: To attempt any thing of that kind, woukl 
bc to fct the Almighty at defiance, and to a- 
furp his throne. To fuch infufferable ambition it is 
owmg, that the devil and his angels, thofe apoftate 
and accurfed fpirits, have felt the thunder of that Om- 
nipotent hand which they attempted to imitate ; and 
are refcrved in chains of darknefs, to the judgmcnfc 
of the ereat day. 

2. The moral chaifc&er of God, is the great paN 
tern propofed in the text to our imitation. His hohV 
sefs, goodnefs, juftice, faithfulnefs, and truth, ait 
things which we can underftand, and in which wc art 

'■ttquired to jefcrnble him. And they are frequendjr 
fet before us in fcripture, tiot merely aa worthy ot 
cur attention, not only to attraft our efteem ; but to 
. cngage us to copy after fo lovelv an example ; to be 
. hofy as God is holy, and perfecl as our Fathef in 
heaven is perfeft. This ts the fair and unblcmrfccd 
pattern fet before us ; a pattern of which our rnindf 
cannot but approve ; and fehe proper effe& of this pafc* 
tern, is f to excke in us the noble ambitkm of JCnW 
felingit. 

3. Even in thofe moral excellencita, we are not n~ 

Juired to afpire at an equal degree of perfcQion whh 
Jod. No : the higheft poffible attainmentr of tbc 
moft exalted Jntclligenojs, are irrfinitery mcafr, i» 
comparifonof Him. Tht Lord God Altaighty, tbe 
XingoJ^STftints^onlyi^holi. The htavens themfctf* 
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are not clean in his fight ; and his angels he chargefe 
with folly. Is it then poffible, that mortal man 
(hould attain to perfedion ? Is it poffible, that 
duft and afhes, who may fay to corruption, Thou 
art my father, and to the worm, Thou art my m6thtr 
and fifter : Is it poffible that we, who are conceived 
in fin, and brought forth in iniquity ; whofe facultie* 
tre fo imperfett, and whofe afre&ions are fo deprav- 
cd: Is it poffible that we (houid arrive at an equal 
dcgree of perfe&ion with our Maker ? No ; if wc 
ihould juftify owrfelves, our own mouths would con- 
demn us ; if wfc ftiould fay we are perfe£t, they alfo 
would prove us perverfe. An equality with God, in 
hi8 moral perfe£tions, is not to be attained, either bV 
the fpirits of juft men made perfe£l, or the higheft 
angels in heaven ; and, therefore, fuch equality can> 
not be intended by the text. 

But that which our Saviour requires, is a fincefe 
and prevailing love to God ; and, as the genuine ef- 
fe&s of it, a vigorous iinitation of Hirft, in his moral 
perfe&ions. 

The affeftion of love to God arifcs in the mind, 
rroin the confideratioh of Infiiiite. goodncfs, dire&ed 
by tJvc moft perfeft wifdom, having always for its ob- 
jeft the happinefs ofitscreatures. Hencft, the high- 
eft opinion of the worth and excellence of the Divine 
nature, is abfolutely necefiary to kindle this heaventy 
•ffedion in the heart. And hence, alfd, the wdfiU 
difoofed mind is induced ro follow fuch a perfetft dia- 
"ratter, and fecretly wiihes for the pofTeffibn of the ferrte 
qualities. But k is the aflurance, or, at teaft, the hope 
of an intereft in his favouf, that begtfts <>ur warmeft 
aflfc&ions. It is the cont&fiplation of him as the Fa- 
ther of mercies, as our God reconciled ifi Chrift, that 
ttcites our moft a&e&ionatfc efteem, and infpifes us 
with the wifh of referrtblkig him. Fot love fs an af- 
fimilating principle, whicn produces 6a the foul a xt- 
femblance ef b* ebjc&. Wbea the lort of God fo 
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flied abroad in the heart, it naturally transfrrms us 
into his imagc and likenefs ; or, as the apoftle expref- 
fes it, " Bsholding* as in a glafs, the glory of thc 
u Lord, we are chaTiged into the fame image, from 
" glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." Thc 
foul that is a&uated by this Divine principle, views 
the chara&er of God as that perfecfc pattem, to which 
-its temper and conduft ought to be conformed. It 
is true, in this ftate of mortality, our refemblance to. 
the Deity muft, after all our exertions, be very im- 
perfe& ; but ftill wc ought to be endeavouring to ad- 
▼ance in the fcale of virtue, and make progrefs in 

Eerfe&ion. A perfeft and complete example is fet 
efore us, that, by aiming at that which is moft ex- 
ccllent, we may arrive at the greateft height in rcli- 
gion of which our natures are capable. 

Thus, then, you fee the meaning of the precept in 

the text. Our kaviour requires us to cultivate a fin- 

. cere and prevailing love to God, and to be continu- 

ally afpiring after a nearer and more perfedl refem- 

blance of him. 

It now only renpins that we direft you to a fuh- 
able improvement. 

I. How amiable and excellent is the religion of Jc- 
fus ! How glorioufly diftinguiihed from the ancient 
religions of the heathen world, and from thofe that 
now prevail in the dark places of the earth, which 
are full of the habitations of cruelty ! What unwor- 
thy conceptions had the heathens of their goda! 
How corrupt and vicious was their worfhip | Fheir 
religious rites were inhuman and barbarous; and their 
manner3 agreeable to the chara&ers of their gods. 
But the gofpel gives us the moft rational and confiftent 
notions of the Supreme Being, It eftablifhes his per- 
fe& holinefs, and his abhorrence of all manner of fm. 
By what lovely titles is he re|)refented in the New Tefta- 
ment ! How does it abound with declarations of his 
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love to the children of men ! He 19 defcribed as a 
pure Spirit, infinitely perfe£r, the Fathfcr of all, who 
ia above all, and through all, and in all ; the God 
and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift \ the Father of 
mercies, and Gou" of all confolation ; nay, he is faid 
to be Love itfelf, and to dwell in love. 

2. The beft, and moft fubftantial pra&ice of rpli- 
gion, confifts in the imitation of God's moral perfec- 
tions, thofe Divine qualities which the fcripture com- 
prehends under the name of Holinefs. In the imita- 
tion of God in thefe qualities, pure and undefiled re- 
Hgion confifts. Of this, even fome of the wifer hea- 
thcns were fenfible \ and the holy fcriptures often re- 
prefent it as the end and defign of the gofpel. How 
much, therefore, is it to be wifhed, that none who 
pretend to religion would fubftitute, in the room of 
this perfe£tion, eithef that whieh is merely external» 
as an outward profeflion and the enjoyment of church- 
privileges, or thofe things which are rather the means 
of religion, than religion itfelf. 

3. Let us reverence and adore this all~perfe& God. 
He is infinitcly removed from every kind and degree 
of imperfe&ion, and poflefied o( the higheft excel- 
lence. How ought our fouls, then, to prourate them- 
felves before him ! With what ferioufnefs and vene- 
ration ought we to worfhip him ! With what reve- 
rence and humility fhould we, at all times, think and 
fpeakofhim! WorldJy grandeur excites our admi- 
ration ; the thoughts of earthly majefty compofe us to 
rcvcrence : How much more fhould thefe effefts be 

Croduced by thofe excellencies which are infinitely 
eyond our comprehenfion ? Let us, thercfore, ad- 
mire and vencrate the All-perfeft Jehovah. Let us 
particularly beware of pronouncing his facred Name 
111 a carelefs manner, and bf profaning his holy day 
Let us tremble at the thought that we have finned a- 
gainft him, and be concerned, for the future, to love 
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him with all our hearts, and ferve him with fubmif- 
fion and checrfulnefs. 

Lqfily 9 Let us all be exhorted to imitate God in his 
jmitable ^erfe&ions ; fuch as, his holinefs, juftice, 
goodnefs, and truth. 

(i.) Let us imitate him in his purity and holinefs: 
€t As he," fays the apoftle, c< who has called you, is 
gt holy, fo be ye holy in all manner of converfation." 
Holinefs is a perfeftion frequently afcribed to God 
in fcripture. He is ftyled, Glorious in holinefs, thc 
Holy One of Ifrael. Holinefs is the beauty of his na- 
ture, and the glory of his other perfe£Uons. Let us, 
then, endeavour to refemble him in it : " I am thc 
u Lord your God," fays he to the children of Ifracl: 
€€ ye fhall therefore fan&ify yourfelves*-, and ye (haH 
u be holy, for I am holy {a). u Let us f therefore, 
tfultivate a deep and rooted averfion to all manner of 
fin, fince it is that abominable thing which God hatcs 
%vith a perfecT: hatred ; and let us daily afpire after 
that holincfs, that purity of heart and life, which «* 
jbne is the image of God, and the begimung of f n- 
ure happinefs. 

(2.) In his juftice or righteoufnefs. Th» jpch- 
feftibn is alfo frequently afcribed to God ih faripture, 
*nd fo conftantly fuppofed to belong to him, that he 
•ppeals to the reafon and judgment of mankind, for 
the equity of his condud. Not but that clouds and 
darknefs may fometimes be round about him ; it miy 
be often difficult to reconcilc the difpenfations of his 
providence with his perfe&ions, or one providencc 
with anothcr : ftill, however, juftice and j.udgment 
»re the habitation of his throne. Let us then cndea- 
vour to refemble God in this venerable - attribute. 
And, how (hall we do fo, but by being ftri£Uy juft 
and righteous as he is ? Let us then *rendcr to all 
their due : let us give to God that religious ftafi • 
Worfhip and obedience, which we owe him. Lct ni 
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tevcr do thajt to ariother,, which we would oot thafc 
inother (hould dp unto U6. Lct u» not deceive o* 
Jefraud our brothqr, in any mafter ; and if we arc 
:alled to determine cpntroverfiqs, lejt U3 ajwaysi judgfe 
ighteous judgmcnt. Thus we fhajl* approve ouxw 
felves to God, through Jefus Chrift : For the Righte* 
ous Lotd.loveth righteoufnefe» hi$ cpuntenance doth 
behpld the upiight. Nay, this- i% thq diftinguiflung 
cbaraQer of his, children .; " Inthis," fays the apoftle 
John, " the children, of Qp4 a.rc ma^ifeft, andthe 
rt children of the devil : whofoever doth not rightew 
" oufnefq, is nQt of . Gpd, neitheshejthftt loveth not 
« his bxothejr (/*)." 

(3.) In his. goodnefe,, loye, and.meccy. Thcfcj acg 

illuftrious attributes.of God, in which ho particularly 

glorics. He ip good to allj his tcnder mercjes.are 

cjv^r all his worics; creajiota, providence, and rc- 

d^rnntioq abound with difcoveries of it*. He i& rich 

in.n\ercy to the miferable^ his. grare triumphs* ove* 

great unworthinefs, and; cQnfejre-benefita,oa rhe vileft 

offenders. Here, then, is a>pattern wcathy ofi ou* . 

imitation; an, epcample fq amiable and aitra&hre* that 

methinks it fhould immedi^tely cogage our attention* 

But, befides this, it Is alfo recommended to us by the 

higheft authority : u Beloved," fays the apoftle John, 

w let us love one another •, for love is of God," nay, 

" God is love." — Be ye kind one to another," fays 

the apoftle Faul, " tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 

u other, even as God, for ChrilVs fake, hath for- 

u given you." Shall any then pretend to refemble 

Godjj who is deftitute of kind affe&ions to his fellow- 

creatures ? 

(4.) In his truth a,nd faithfulnefs. Truth and 
fakhfalnefs are Divine perfe&ions ; but falfehood and 
4eceit are pronerties of the devil. Would you ther* 
tefemble God ? Be true and faithful. Never give 
that to another, as truth, which you know to be 

falfc, 
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ftlfe, with an intention to deceiye him. Never in- 
▼oke the God of Truth to bcar witnefs to a falfe- 
hood ; for this is one of the moft aggravated provo- 
cations you can gi?e him. But let us," on the con- 
trary, inwardly abhor all manner of falfehood and 
diffimulation. Putting away lying, let us fpeak the 
truth every man to his neighbour, and be religioufly 
careful to fulfil our engagements, and perform our 
promifes, efpecially thofe made in the prefence of 
God. « When thou voweft a vow," fays Solomon, 
« defer not." 

, And, now, to conclude, would you fliow your- 
felves Chriftians indeed ? Would you do honour to 
religion, and adorn the do&rine of God your Saviour ? 
Would you retrieve the credit of your profeffion, znt 
make your religion appear to the world in its natire 
beauty ? In a word, would you reap the joys of 
holinefs yourfelves, and recommend it effe&ually to 
others ? Then be perfuaded to imitate God in bis 
moral perfe&ions : pray for the Holy Spirit to form 
you into a refemblance of him, and be always rififlg 
m a real conformity, till at laft you arrive at the 
flature of perfe£t men in Chrift Jefus. 
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SERMON XXIII. 

>N SATAN*S TEMPTATIONS, AND THE MAN« 
NER OF R^SISTING THEM. 



Ephes. vi. II. 

*ut on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
Jland ogainfi tvewiles ofthe devil. 



rHE devil is the profetfed and lnvetcratc enemy 
of mankind. Ever fince his apoftafy from 
*od, partly out of enmity to him, and partly from 
tivy to men, he has made it his bufinefs to feduce 
lem to fin. This is the chief thing at which he 
ims ; the end of all his endeavours \ becaufe by this 
leans he knows that he will make us wretched 
nd miferable like himfelf. But, in the accomplifli- 
*ent of this, who can defcribe the various artifices 
r hich he employs ? From his fubtilty and deceitful- 
efs, he is ftyled in fcripture the Old Serpent j and 
r e are told that he can transforra himfelf into a.n 
ngel of light. His fuperior ftrength is implied in 
is titles oi " Prince of the power of the air," and 
Ruler of the darknefs of this world." His malicc 
iroplacable. His aftivity is unceafing and un- 
^ried. He is reprefented in fcripture, as going a- 
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bout continually, like a roaring lion, feeking whom 
hc may devour. Hcnce, we have the greateft reafon 
to bc always on our guard ; and, as tlie apoftle ex- 
horts us in the text^ to " put on the whole armour 
" of God, that we may be able to ftand agninit the 
€C wiles of thc devil." 

By the wiles of the devil, we are evidently to un- 
dcrftand his temptations; they arecalled his wiles, be- 
caufe of the fubtiity and cunning he employs in fedu- 
cing men; and, for the fame reaibn, they are tlfewhere 
ilyled his fnares and devices. That we may be able 
to withftand and repel thefe, we are exhorted to put 
on the whole arraour of God. The apoftle, in tbis 
and the following verfes, compares Chriilians to fol- 
diers; and the methods of their defence againft the 
powers of darknefs, to the proper ufe of fuch arms 
as were anciently ufed in war ; and by thefe it is 
evident he means the graces of the Chriftian life; 
for, in the I4th verfe, and downwards, he raentions 
thofe gTaces as the Chriftian's fpiritual armour : And 
Jiere in the text, he exhorts us to p«;t them on; that 
is f to have them not only implanted in our fouls, to 
be as it were clothed witn them like a foldier, who 
is completely armed for the day bf battle, but to have 
them iu conftant readinefs for repelling the attacks 
of the enemy. 

In farthcr difcourGng on this fubje£t, I fhall en- 
deavour, by Divinc atliftance, Firft, To give you 
ibme account of Satan's temptations, which thc a- 
poftle in the text calls his wiles : Secondly y Explain to 
you the method of defence and refiftance to which 
we are here dire&ed : and, Lajlly^ Conclude with a 
ihort pradtical improvement. 

I. "I begin, then, with giving you fome account of 
.Satan's temptations. 

The temptations of Satan are N of various kinds ; 
but thc great intention of them all, is to defeat thc 
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racious defign of God for the recovery and falvation 
f niankind \ for hc beholds with averfion every thing 
»at tends cither to the glory of God, or the happi- 
*fs of man. I pretend not to give a fuli account of 
e.various temptations ^vhich proceed from the art 
ul malice of our fpiritual enemies : all I defign is, 

give a few inftances, by which we may underftand 
mething of his wicked devices, and thereby be en- 
led to trace the defigns of our great enemy, and our 

11 danger, in an infinitc variety of cafes which we 
mot pretend to enumerate. 

1. Hc fometimes tempts men to doubt, or pra&i- 
ly to dcny the being or attributes of God. Of this 

have a rcmarkable inftance recorded in the facred 
iptures. When Ananias and Sapphira attempted 
ieceive the apoftles, by bringing only a part ofthe 
:e of the land they had fold, by which they in 
:eT denied the infinite knowledge of God, Satan 
aid to have filled their hearts for the purpofc of 
iting them to do fo : " Why," fays.Peter, €C hath 
iatan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghcft, 
n keeping back part of the price of the land (r) V* 
is kind of temptation he fo frequently ufes, that 
■ Saviour calls him a liar from the- beginning» 
l the father of lies. Such, therefore, as are ad- 
fced to this abominable vice, would do well to con- 
:r whence it comes, and whom they imitate and 
ve. — Sometimes, again, he tempts men to deny 
power of Godf, or to diftruft that powerful Pro- 
ence, which is their fureft guard and proteftion. 
us he is faid to have provoked David to number 
lel (.r). That a king ihould know the number aud 
rngth of his fubjetls, appears, when confidered ia 
:lf, to be innocent and prudent. But God* who> 
s not as man fees, knew that this aftion of the 
g proceeded from vainglory, and confidence ir* 

arra of flefh. And this fhewa us, that even the- 
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doing things harmlefs in themfelves, may proceed 
from the temptation of Satan, when the principles 
by which we are aftuatcd^ and the ends we have in 
view are not fincere and upright. At othcr timcs, 
he tempts mankind to call in queftion the goodnefs 
of God. This was the manncr in which he temptcd 
our firft parents : " God knoweth," fays he, " that 
" in the day ye eat thercof, your eyes (hall be opcn* 
u cd, and ye fhall bc as gods, knowing good and 
u evil :" As if he had fafd, however gracious you 
may think God is to you, yet you are capable of much 
grcatcr honour and happinefs than that which he has 
allowed you to poflTefs, even an honour and happi- 
nefs like his own ; and becaufe he gradges this toyoo, 
he reftrains you from eating of the fruit of this trce, 
which would confer it.— -To give only one inftancc 
more : Satan tempts men, by ratftng doubts in their 
mind concerning the faithfulnefs of God, and that 
both as to the fulfilling of his promifes, and the exc* 
cuting his threatenings. He woukl have us pre- 
fumptuoufly apply the promifes to ourfelves, when 
we ajre not inthat way of dutv in which they are fal- 
filled to us. Thus he would nave tempted ouf blef- 
fed Saviour himfelf r" l< If," fays he, u thou be the 
" Son of God, caft thyfelf down ; for it is written, 
" He fhall give his angels charge concerning thee (i) * 
But our Saviour refutes this fophiftry, by anfwering> 
u It is written, Thou fhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
u God (»)." He likewife tempts men to call in que« 
ftion the truth of God*s threatenings. Of this we 
have a remarkable inftance in the attack he made up- 
on our firft parents. God had faid to them, " k\ 
u the day that ye eat of the tree of knowledge of 
u good and evil, ye fhall furcly die : M But the fer- 
pent, in diredi oppofition to this, fays, " Ye fliall 
u not furcly die." He feemed to infinuate, that the 
^threatening was denounced againft them, for thc 

purpofc 
(tj Matt. ir. 6. («) Matt. iv. 7, 
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purpofe of alarming alone, without the intention of 
being executed. Thus, you fee how Satan ftrives, 
by his temptations, to undermine the very founda- 
tions of religion, whieh is built upon the belief of 
the being and attributes of God. 

.2. He tempts alfo, by counterfeitiiig the perfec- 
tions and works of God. Thus, we are told that 
" the coming of Antichrift is after the working of 
" Satan j" and the meaning of the expreffion is cx- 
plained in the following words, " Withall pdwer, and 
" figns, and lying wonders, and deceivablenefs of 
w unrighteoufncfs." Has he not, by this means, kepc 
fche heathen world under his dominion for many a r 
ges ? Nay, fo miferably are they deceived by thofe 
fying wonders, and pretended oracles, that fome of 
■ them pay direft homage and adoration to him. And 
is not the idolatry of the church of Rome fupported 
by the fame diabolical artifice ? The miracles- pre- 
tended to be wrought by the reli&s of their faints, as 
Jthey are bafe impoftures, fo rJbcy are one of the chief 
engines by which Satan deludes vaft numbers in that 
corrupt church. But, further, the fuperftition whiclr 
has exifted among all men, Chriftians as well as 
heathens, may be fairly afcribed to the devices 
of . the devil. His art confifts in, firft exciting un- 
warrantable curioiity,. and then dire&ing men to- 
improper means to gratify it. He has his emifiaries 
in thc world, who afiume to themfelves that know-. 
ledge of future events which belongs to God alone. 
To the blinded votaries of fuch fuperftition, we may 
deliver the meffage which God fent by his prophet to 
the king of Ifrael : " Is it not beeaufe* there is no 
." God inlfrael to inquire of his word, that thou haft 
'* fent to inquire of Baalzebub the God of Ekron ?" 

3. He tempts, fometimes,. by infolently pretending 

that he will beftow a more certain reward upon his 

followers than God does on his. Thus, we find he 

aflaulted our blefied Saviour : " He toot him up in- 
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<c to an exceeding high ircuntain, and fhowed hira 
<c all the kingdoras ct the world, and the glory of 
* c them ; and faid unto hira, Ail thefe things will I 
« c give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worftiip 
" me (a). n 

You nwy obferve how artfully the temptation was 
Jaid. Our Saviour, hc knew, was to have a king- 
dom, but not of this world : on the contrarj, he was 
to lead a poor, defpifed, and forrowful life among 
men. Now, fays he, if thou wilt abandon thy de- 
fign of faving mankind with fo much pain and diffi- 
culty, I will make thee a glorious monarch, and be- 
ftow upon thee • all this extenfive power, this gran- 
<leur and greatneis* The temptation, indeed, could 
have no effeft upon the holy Jefus ; but, alas ! how 
often is itfuccefsful on many of his profefBng fol- 
lowcrs ! How many, for the fake of the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs, the riches, honours, and prefer- 
ments of this world, have parted with their beft 
hopes, and made (hip wjreck of faith and of a good con- 
fcience ! J 

4. Satan fometimes tempts, by reprefenting the to 
to which he would perfuade us, as fmall and venial* 
This feems likewife inciuded in the fnare he laid for 
our firft parents : cc Ye fliail not, w fays he, cc furely 
* c die 5" as if he had faid, cc Though God be not fo 
€i gracious as you imagine, yet furely he will not be 
€C fo crucl as to punifh you with fuch terrible jodg- 
• c ments for a trefpafs fo trivial and unimportant: 
• c Fear not, therefore, to touch and tafte of this for- 
cc bidden fruit." Nay, he not onjy reprefents the fin 
to which he would perfuade us, as fmall and venial, 
but he magnifies the prefent pleafure and fuppofed 
-advantage that is to be enjoyed by the pra&ice of it. 
Why, fays he, fo nice and fcrupulous ? By com- 
mitting this fin, which is but a fmall one, thou 
mayft make thyfelf rich a,nd happy. Thus, by ex- 

tenuating 
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tenuating the evil of fin, and magnifying the fuppo- 
fed adv<mtage of it, he blinds the finner^s mind, and 
allures him to the commiflion of it. 

5. Atother times, he reprefcnts the fin into which 
he has deceived the finner', as unpardonable, that by 
fuch means he may drive.him to defpair, and take 
fome unwarrantable courfe for ehding his own life. 
The devices of Satan are deeper than we can coriceive. 
He firft tempted Judas to betray bis innocent mafter; 
aiyl then, filiing his mind with horror and defpair, he 
prevails on him to become his own executioner. Thus, 
alfo, he frequently aflaults God's own children ; and 
though we have good reafon to think that he fliall nc- 

•v«r be fo fuccefsful as to drive any of them into ab- 
folutc defpair, yet he has been permitted to carry this 
kind of temptation to an amazing length. When he 
iinds the confcience fo tender, that he cannot prevail 
with it to think lightly of fin, he then plies it with 
its exceffive malignity. He reprefents the fin which 
fuch a perfon has committed in all its circumftanccs 
of aggravation ; he even adds to the heinoufnefs of 
it, tifi, at laft, he makes the poor finner believe that it 
18 unpardonable. This has been a fiery dait to many 
real Chriftians ; a temptation which has filled them 
with great apprehenfion, and even made them lodk 
forward to the termination of their exiftence as a fa- 
vour. 

6. Satan, at other times, tempts the Chriftian, by 
reprefenting to him, that all his labour in religion is 
in vain, and to no purpofe. He has many ways of 
doing this. Sometimes he reprefents the difficulties 
of religion to be fo great, and the duties fo hard, that 
it is needlefs for fuch weak creatures as we afe to at- 
tempt them. At other times, he reprefents God as 
aii auftere and tyrannical mafter, who reaps whefre 
he did not fow, and gathers where he did not.ftraw. 
And, finally, he would make the true Chriftian be- 
lieve, that his experiences in religion are but dreams 

and 



temptation iie produces telt-conndence, and< 
them to venture upon duties and diflicult 
thcir own ftrength ; the confequence of 
that God withholds his reftraining grace, and 
fall into fin. Of this, we have a melanchol] 
in the cafe of Peter. Our Saviour tells i 
" Satan defired to have him, that he migh 
" as wheat (£)." And how did he fift him 
lcd him with exceflive efteem of himfclf, a 
own ftrength. Hence, with confident afTi 
exclaims, u Though all men (hould deny 
u will not I." And the erent was, that, l 
ly left to himfelf, his rcfolution, howevc 
failed him, and he denied his Saviour thria 
You fee, then, in thefe few inftances, 
others might have been mentioned, how 
an adverfary Satan is to the fouls of mer 
w wreftle not," fays the apoftle in the vcri 
ing our text, " againft flefh and blood, I 
" principalities, againft powers, againft th< 
u the darknefs of this world, againft fpirit 
€t ednefs in high places." Great and f 
names, indeed 5 which imply, at once, thc 
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3evils. Beware, therefore, of entertaining flight and 
'uperficial thoughts of the power of this enemy \ for 
:his conduft has often proved dangerous and fatal, 
n* cafes where the enemy was feemingly infignificant 
tnd weak. But, at the fame time, weare not to be 
iffaid of him ; we are not to prove cowards, and 
urn our back in the hour of danger. No ; we are 
:alied to refift his machinations, to be ftedfaft in the 
aith, and toputon the whole armour of God, that 
sre may be able to withftand in the evil day, in the 
ime of temptation and trial. And this brings me, 

II. To explain to you the method of defence and 
•efiftance, to which we are dire£led % in the text : " Put 
c dn," fays the apoftle, " the whole armour of God-" 

The Chriftian, in his journey towards the heaven* 
y ftate, is called to contend with the power^of daik- 
lefs, and exhorted to behave as a good foldier of Je- 
us Chrift ; but he is not left naked and unfurnifb- 
;d for the combat. The graces of the Spirit are a- 
mndantly fufficient for his defence. And thefe are 
iere called the armour of God. This, therefbre, we 
nuft put on. We muft not oniy have grace, the prin- 
:iples of holinefs implanted in our fouls, but we muft 
lave them in lively exercife. It is not enough that a 
"oldier, in time of battle, have his arms ready for fer- 
rice, unlefs he have them on, and make a proper and 
ngorous nfe of them. In like manner, the Chrifti- 
lti, who is in a ftate of continual warfare, muft al- 
wrays have his fpiritual arms in readinefs, and carefuk 
y employ themj both for defending himfelf, and re- 
pelling the attacks of his enemies* 

The apoftle, in the i4th, and fome of the veifei 
following, gives a particular defcription of this ar- 
inour of God, which we are exhorted to put on. 

1. u Stand," fays he, " having your loins girt a-» 
lt bout with truth." ' Truth or Gucerity, is here com- 

parcd 
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pared to the foldier^s belt or girdle j becaufe, as thc 
belt ftrengthens his loins, and gives him vigour in ac- 
tion 5 fo,truth in the inward parts, a real love to God, 
and hatred of fin, is the great principle that, ftrengthens 
the Chriftian*s heart, and anlmateshis refiftance. Hy- 
pocrites may perhaps withftand fome flight tempta- 
tions, but they will never refift the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. Let it then be your firft and principal 
concern, to procure and maintain the truth of grace 
in your hearts, the love of God, and the hatred of 
all iniquity. This muft be the girdle of your loins. 
It is integrity and uprightncfs that muft preferve you. 

2. You muft alfo have on the breaft-plate of rij.li- 
teoufnefs, or, as the apoftle elfewhere explains it, ihe 
breaft-plate of fairh and love \ by which we are to un- 
derftand the praftiee of univerfal holinefs, flowing 
•from faith in God, and love to his righteous law* 
-And this is compared to a breaft-plate ; becaufe, as 
•the breaft-plate defends the heart and vitals, which 
are the principal parts of the body, hblinefs preferves 
the foul from the wounds that Satan would inflift 
•upon it. If, then, you would be fecured againft the 
errors of Satan's temptations, put on the breaft-plate 
of righteoufnefs, by denying all ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, and living foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly, in the prefent world. 

3. Tou muft have your fect (hod with the prepa- 
ration of the gofpel of peace. Shoes of brafs werc 
anciently part of the railitary drefs, and the ufe 'of 
them was to defend the foldier^s feet againft the (harp 

-ftones or ftakes that were privily laid in the wayto 
obftruclr his march. The Chriftian foidier muft ii> 
«like manner be iliod ; and. he muft have for fiioes, 
the preparation of the gofpel of peace ; that is, a pre- 
pared and refolved franie of m;nd, to adhere to tlie 
gofpel, and abide by it in fpite of all oppofition and 
danger : for this will enable him to walk with a firni 
and ftcady pace in the wav of jreligion. Would you 
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len withftand in the evil day, and come off the field 
nth honour : you muft not only refolvc, as 1 hopc 
ou have done in fincerity, that you will adhere to 
'hrift, and the pra&lce of your duty ; but you muft 
ndeavour, through grace, to put thefe refolutions in 
ra&ice, and ftand on firm ground in the hour of 
emptation. It is an irrefolute wavering tcmper and 
:ondu&, that encourages the attempts of Satan : 
vhereas, a noble ftand, a»d refolute refiftance, will 
oon beat off, or prcvent his K attacks. " Refift the 
c devil," fays the apoftle james, " and hc will fly 
:< from you." 

4. Above all, take the fhield of faith, wherewith ye 
fhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wick- 
*d. Faith, I mean evangelical faith, is of the greateft 
jfc to a Chriftian in the hour of tcmptation : and 
lencej you fee it is recommended to us, in a fpecial 
nanner, as the chief part of the Chriitian armour. 
t is compared to the foldier^s (hield, which he can 
urn every way, and on every fide, to ward off the* 
lows of the enemy. In like manner, the Chriftian 
>y the lively exercife of faith in the promifes of the 
ovenant, and in the power and grace of his Redeem- 
r f which is always ready to be fufficient for him ; 
an refift the moft violent of Satan's temptations, and 
juench his fiery darts. Above all, thereforc, take 
he fliield of faith. Meet evefy temptation with full 
ronfidence in a crucified, but now living and exalted 
Javiour, with a firm reliance on his all-fufficient 
^race j and this will blunt the edge of Satan's fiery 
iarts, fo that though they may ftrike, thcy fhall not 
tiave force to hurt you. 

5. You muft take alfo the helmet of falvation, that 
is, hope, which has falvation for its obje£t. It is thus 
that the apoftle explains it. " Put on," fays he, " for 
,€ an helmet, the hope of falvation." The helmet, 
you know, dcfends thc hcad, which is a principal part 

of 
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rf 'Ijt bc'i7. Tiiic a f:i.id T well grocndec ijp; of 
•"«L-.^cioSy i hcpe il:--jr Inir fr~ni aaicti wizh Chrid, and 
W.t ir. hix, w. : !>:-:h p^rrfjr tiie foal, ici kcip ic 
froT. beir.j deiLed by :Iie Sis^ciiicns of Sicin. It 
wiil likewifc encciriffc the Cfcri:tun f aa-i aciinate 
h : :r. cj i v:^ot:u3 reuitA^re. Wi^s Siran wouid 
rjrr.pt co difpcndescy, hopc inakes ui iirt up our Leads, 
*r:d parler^Ir wiit ior :he fiiTarion cf Gcd. In a 
vrord, i: i* o: idrr.irabie uic 7 ia the whole courfe of 
r ^r Chriftun warfire, ro bczi up the 10 ul in its con- 
r.ict wi:L the poweri of dirkzxeis, and make it hold 
cut to thc end. "Walt on the Lord, therefore ; be of 
good cour2ge, and he wiii ftrengthen your hear:s. 

6» You mcfl tike alfc rhe fword of theSpiri:, which 
h the word cf God. The fwcrd, ycu know, is a 
very neceiTary piece of armonr, of great ufe to a fol- 
t!ier in the day of battle, both for atrack and defence. 
And fuch h the word of God to a Chriftian. It is cal- 
]*d the fword of the Spirit, both becaufe it was infpir* 
cd by the Holy Spirit, and becaufe he renders it e§* 
cacious and powerful, (harper than any two-edged 
fword. By it our blefled Saviour repelled thc temp- 
tations of Satan. He faid, " Thus it is written," and 
the tempter fled beforc him. This then is a weapon 
of proof, which the Captain of our falvation hath 
tried with fuccefs, and by his own example recom- 
mends to our ufe. Acquaint yourfelves, then, fami- 
liarly with the word of God, and efpecially let it dwcll 
and rule in your hearts, that you may not only have ■ 
it ready in the hour of temptation, but learn to ufc it i 
with fkill and addrefs. 

Lajlly^ To all thefe pieces of the fpiritual armour 
you muft add prayer, praying always with all prayer 
and fupplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perfeverancc. Frayer at all times is ufeful to 
Chriftians , but it is of fingular advantage in time ot 
temptation. It begets and maintains in the foul * 
noble magnanimity. It puts it, as it were, in a pro- 
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er pofture for defence ; and, through the interceffion 
•f Chrift, is. the means of procuring to it the almighfy 
ids of the Spidt. If then you would ftand againlt 
he wiles of the devil, and in the evil day, have re- 
:ourfe Xo God by prayer for his promifed affiftance. 
kpply to him as the difciples did, when they thought 
themfelvcs in danger of finking, " Lord, fave-us, ot 
" we periih " and this, not with the voice of diffi- 
dence, not in a cold and formal manncr, but with an 
eafneftnefs and importunity fuitable to your danger. 
ln a word, when at any time you are attacked by 
temptation, hft up your fouls to God, for his gracc 
to be fuflicient for you, that out of weaknefs you may 
be made ftrong, and wax valiant in nght, and turn to 
flight the armies of the aliens. 

Thus I have endeavoured to (hew you the dartgcr 
to which you are expofed by the temptations of Sa- 
tan, and in what manner you are.10 refift and with- 
land them, viz. by.putting on the wh©Ie armour of 
5od. " Stand therefore," as good foldiers of Jefus 
CLrift, " having your loins girt about with truth ; 
'* and having on the breaft-plate of righteoufnefs, 
,c and your feet fhod with the preparation of the gof- 
!< pel of peace. Above all, take thc (hield of faith f 
c< wherewith ye fhall be able to quench all the fiery 
11 darts of the wicked one ; and take the helmet of 
[c faivation, and the fword of the Spirit, which is 
lc the word of God : Praying always with all prayer 
lc and fupplication in thc fpirit, and watching there- 
Cc unto with all perfeverance." 

And know, for your encouragement, that if you 
*hu8 ftand againft thc wiles of the devil, and hold out 
*o the end of your Chriftian warfare, God will at 
*aft bruife Satan under your feet, and bring you off 
**ore than conquerors tnrough Him that loved you : 
To whom, with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be all 
praife, honour and glory/ now and for ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XXIV. 

ON THE NECESSITY AND MANNER OF DIVINI 
INFLUENCE. 



Phil. ii. 13. — For it is God tlat tuorheth in you, 
u ^vill and to do oj his good pleafure. 



*T*HE man who impartially examines the Chrifti- 
ft- an religion, and furveys the many comfort- 
a))le difcoveries which are made in it, cannot but ac- 
iriowledge that it is perfe£Uy well calcuhated for ac- 
complifhing our recovery and falvation. Here, the 
•glorious method of our deliverance from lin and death, 
is clearly revealed \ here, the Way to eternal life is ful- ' 
ly difplayed ; and here, the nobleft aids are afForded 
for enabling ns to begin our Chriftian race, for carry- 
ing us through all oppofition, arid, at laft, leading us 
to the attainment of the glorious prize. It is the laft 
©f thefe difcoveries which the apoftle mentions in the 
•words of the text : €C Fbr it is God that worketh in 
** you, both to will and to do of his gobd pleafure." 
' The apoftle makes ufe of thefe words, as thcy ftand 
5n conne&ion with the preceding verfe, as a power- 
ful argument to perfuade the Philippiansto ufe their 
\itmoft diligence in conquering thedifficulfcies of a re- 
ligious life, and thus fecuring their everlafting inte- 
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efts. " Work out your own falvation," fays he* 

* with fear and trembling ; for it is God th&t work- . 

* eth in you, both to will and to do of his good plea- 
:c fure." But we defign tb confider them as a detach- 
-d portion of holy writ, containing that encouraging 
ind important do&rine, the agency and afliftance of 
the Hoiy Spirit arTorded to good men under the Chri- 
ftian difpenfation. And in them we may, obferve 
three things remarkable. 

1. The BleiTed agent employed in this work. It ifc 
Cod, or the Spirit of God, the third Perfon of thc 
facred Trinity, who was fent by Chrift to bear the 
part which he fuftains in the fclieme of man's re- 
dcmption, and to ,purfue the glorious defign oa 
vhich the Saviour came into the world, in applying 
tte benefits of his death and purchafe to the fouls of 
fcis people ; for, what God is faid to do, in the work 
cf our fan&ification, he does by his Holy Spirit. 

a. The gracious operation perforrrted by this Blef- 
&d agent. He works in his peopie both to will and 
to do; that is, he inclines them to that which is 
good and,well-pleafing to God, and enables them to 
do it. He works in them thofe holy difpofitionsv 
ftofe divine qualities by which the.y are inwardly re- 
^cwed and difpofed to walk with God ; and he af- 
fords them allnecefiary aids for performing the yari- 
>u$ duties of the Chriftian and diyine life. In a word^ 
>y his internal operation and afliftance, he begins a 
Cood wQrk in the foul, and carries it on to the higheffc 
*itch of perfc£tion attainable in this imperfeft ftate. 

3. The reafou afTigned, why God thusworks in his 
ieople to will and to do. It is of his own good plea- 
ure ; not for the fake of any previous worth or gpod- 
lefs in them. No ; this can never entitle them to 
ny fhare in the infiuences of the Spirit, which arc 
:ntirely a fupernatural gift, unmcritcd by them, and. 
. provifion of fovereign grace for helplefs finners. 
Ju: this is owing toHis infinite mercvand free grace> 
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fcr the faie of the precbus blccd cf Chrift, who was 
a Larnb withcut Memiili and without fpot. Thc 
wvtCs bcir.g thus ihortly explained, thc argument 
ccntained in them fcerm to be this- 

That God, cf his free and fovereign grace, is, by 
Ms Hcly Spirit, the fo!c agent who inclines us tothat 
which is good, and er.ab!es us to perform it. 

In dikourting frcm this cbfervation, we propofe, 
by Divinc aitirance, /\r y 7, To eflabJifh the truth of the 
cicctrine, or ihow you the abfoiute neceflity of divine 
influerice, in order to the produclion of any good 
ihing in the foul. We ihall, Sfcondly y Endeavour to 
give lonie account of the Spirit's operation, or fhowin 
what manner He works in true Chriftians, to will 
aud to tlo. We fnall, Hrrdfy, Oi£:r fome refle&ioos 
ior iiiLitrating the reafon in the text, " Of his own : 
4i good pleafure : w And, L#ftty> Conclude with a few 
inferences. 

I. We propofe, jirfl, to eftablifh the truth of the 
«Jo&rine, or fhow youthe abfolute r.eceffity of Divine 
influence, in order to thc produ&ion 01 any good 
•thing in the foul. Now this will appear if we con- 
fider, 

1. The weaknefs and dcgeneracy of human nature. 
To this degcneracy fcripture gives ample teftimony: 
nnd indeed, to be convinced of ir, we need only tura 
our attention to what pafles in our minds, and confidcr 
the motions of.our own hearts, or look abroad through 
the world, and obferve the conduft of mankind. Have 
we not all of us experienced from our earlieft years, 
from the very firft openings of reafon, a violcnt aver- 
fion to every thing fpiritually good, and a propenfity 
equally violent to what confcience itfelf informs us 
is wrong ? "Havc we not daily proofs of this corrup- 
tion, from the impiety and wickedncfs whicK prevail 
around us ? Our underftandings are full of darknefsj 
we kuow not thc road to happinefs, nor can we fin<i 

it 
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it out without fome fuperior guide. And if at any 

time we come to the knowledge of our duty, byrea- 

fon, or by revelation, yet how ftrangcly are ourhearts- 

perverted! We are not only difafFected to God and 

goodnefs, but ftrongly biaifed to folly and vice. What 

an afFecfcing fenfe had.the apoftie Paul of this ! " I 

-'• find," fays he, " a law in my members, warring a— 

" gainft the lawof my mind, and bringing me into cap- 

_ " tivity to the law of fin (//):" Which made him ut- 

ter that lively and pathetic complaint, in the follow- 

ing verfe ; " O, wretched man that I am, who fliali 

" delivcr me from the bociy of this dcath ?" But if*. 

■ra addition to this natural inability, we have wilfully 

,contra£ted vkious habits, if we have brought ourfelves- 

under the tyranny of thofe imperious mafters, and are* 

fed captive by them at thcir pleafure ; we are efFec- 

tually in fubjeclion and fetters, enflaved to our lufts, 

and ibld under fin : like the centurion's fervant in the 

. gofpel, when they fay, Go, we muft go ; when they fay,. 

Come, we muft come ; when they fay, Do this, wc muft 

obey and do it. Now, can we poffibly imagine, that v 

in thofe unhappy circumftances, we can deliver our- 

felves from the bondage of corruption, and reftore 

our fouls to a ftate of light and liberty ? Can we, by 

the feeble remains of our natural powers, change 

. our own Ticar.ts, fubdue our lufts and paffions, and. 

. make ourfelves new creatures ? Surely no : it is as> 

impoffible for men in this deplorable fituation to per. 

form any thing fpiritualry good, as it is- to reftore* 

youth to age, or give life to the dead : for, in the* 

ftrong language of the prophet, the Ethiopian can-not 

change his (kih, nor the leopard his fpots. 

2. The neceffity of Divine influence, in order to the 
produ&ion of true religion in the foul, wili farthcr 
appear* if we confider the greatnefs and excellency* 
of the work itfelf. 

It is a work indeed every way worthy of God, a. 

gjoridus effe£t of hia Divine power and grace, which 

tC 3 nonc 

(a) RoiA. m 1$+ 
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none but God himfelf can accomplifh. To form re- 
ligion in the heart, is to raife a dead finner to life, to 
make light arife in the midfl of darknefs, and to re- 
duce the greateft confufion to harmony and order: ar.d 
•what can be fuflicient for this, but thc finger of God? 
God alone is the author of liature ; he at fifft com- 
manded the light to (hine out of darknefs, and form- 
ed every part of this vifible world. His goodnefs 
and mercy are the fource and fountain of every blef- 
fing. All the faculties of our minds, and every im- 
provementwe make in knowlcdge and wifdom, arefole- 
}y derived from him. Now, is his influence neceffary 
in thefe lefs important matters, and do we not much 
xnore depend upon him for things of greater confe' 
quence ? Is all that knowledge we have acquired in 
the concerns of this life, to be afcribed to his teaching 
and influence ; and ought not the enlightening ofour 
darkened minds, and infpiring us with heavenly wif- 
dom, much more be afcrtbed to him ? Did it require 
Almighty power to create a world ; nay, tb produce 
the meaneil infeft on the face of the earth ? And muft 
it not requirc an equal degree of power to transfbrm 
the human mind, and to quicken it when dead in 
trefpaffes and fins ? No lefs power than that whichis 
Divine, can produce this effecl; : none can bring a clean 
thingout of an unclean, but God himfelf^ his grace 
alone can turn men from darknefs to light, and from 
the nower of Satan to God. 

3. This will ftill farther appear, if wc conGder 
what powerful oppofition is raifed againft this work, 
by our fpiritual enemies. No fooner docs the foul 
begin to be awakened, than it is attacked by a hoft 
of adverfaries. Satan, the prince of darkncfs, whofe 
power is ftill very grcat, exerts himfelf with the ut- 
moft vigour, to prevent tht falvation of . finners. He 
is a malicious and an a&ivc enemy ; who employs 
cvery art, and watches every opportunity, to render 
usj like himfelf, completety wicked.. A prefent de- 

gcncratfc 
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genernte world arourid us, is another fource of the 

' keeneft oppofition. Its glittering pleafures are apt to 

enfnare the mind, and to draw off the affedtions to 

the purfuit of vanity; while, on the other hand, re- 

ligion is the objecT: of -fcorn and contempt ; it is re- 

viled by fome, infulted by others, and too frequently 

betrayed in the houfe of its friends. But, befides all 

thefe, there is a treacherous party within, even the 

lufts of our own hearts, concerning which, it may 

juftly be faid, that a man's enemies are thofe of his 

-own houfehold; thefe are our worft and moft .dan- 

.gerousenemies, which ly in our bofom, and betray 

us into mifery and ruin. 80 that we are not only 

. weak and helplefs in ourfelves, but we are ftrongly 

affaulted by powerful enemies ; we wreftle not with 

flelh and blood, but with principalities and powers, 

with the rulers of the darknefs of this world* with 

fpiritual wickedneffes in high places. Now, to 

produce religion in the foul, in the midft of fuch 

violent oppofition, muft evidently require a divine 

agency. And furely the Chriftian, when thus re- 

covered by the grace of God, has reafon to fay with 

Ifrael of old, " If it had not been the Lord who 

" was on our (ide, when our enemies rofe up againft 

" us, then they had fwallowed us up quick ; the 

" waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone 

« over our foul." 

Thus, then, it plainly appears, that Divine grace 
is abfolutely neceffary in order to our converfion, and 
progrefs in holinefs. But, to put this matter beyond 
all queftion, let us, - , 

4. Attend to the many exprefs declarations !n 
fcripture, and we will fihd, that this gracious change 
in the foul, and every degree of fan&ification, is 
conftantly afcribed to the Holy Spirit. To this effeft 
is that generaldeclaration of the apoftle James ; " E- 
u very good and every perfeftgift is from above, 
«* and cometh ddwn from the Father of lights (a) :" 

not 
(«) James i. *;, 
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not only everv tjropcral blefling, but likewife every 
pious difp."i:tion, evcry moticn in the divine life. 
God himfclf txprefsly promifrs to give ihe firft prin- 
ciples of relsgious obedience by means of thc Holy 
Spirit. <c A new heart," fays he, <c will I give you, 
" and a new fpirit will I put within you : Lwill take 
c< away the ftony heart out of your flefh, and I will 
c< give you an heart of flefh. And I will put my 
" Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in my 
" ftatutes; and ye fhall keep my judgments, and do 
f< them (5)." Agreeable to which, this gracious 
changc, when it is accomplifhed, is exprefsly afcribed 
to the Holy Spirit : " Not by works of righteouf- 
c< nefs," fays Paul, <c wluch we have donc, but ao 
c< cording to his mcrcy, he faved us, by the wafhing 
" of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, 
" which he fhed on us abundantly through Jefus 
" Chrift our Saviour (r)." In a word, there is no- 
thing more plainly taught in the facred writings, 
than the neceflity of Divine influence, in order to the 
rife and progrefs of religion in the foul. Attend 
only to that folcmn declaration of our blefled Lofd; 
" Verily, verily, I Tay unto you, Except a man fc 
" born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
" into the kingdom of God (e)" And, in another 
place, " No man," fays he, " can come unto me, 
" except the Father which hath fent me draw 
" him (£)." From thefe obfervations it is evident, 
that, if we attend to the language of fcripture, and 
in our hearts believe the word of God* we muft ao 
knowledge that the Holy Splrit is the fole agent who 
works in true Chriftians both to will and td do.— We 
propofed, * 

II. To give fome account of the Spirit^s operation, 
or, endeavour to fhow in what manner he works in 
Chriftians to will and to do. 



(J).Ezek. xxxvi. atf, 27. (c) Tit. iii. 5, & 

(*) John iii. 5» {&) John vi. 44, 



, Thc: 
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1. The manner of the Spirit/s operation is fecret aml 
myfterious. It is clifficult, if not impofliblc, fully to 
explain it. We cannot, in many cafes diftinguifh be- 
tween the motions of the Spirit, and thofeof our own 
minds, between the immediate fuggeftions of the Holy 
Ghoft, and the dictates of our own reafon. For this 
reafon, our Saviour ufes a figure of fpecch expreflive of 
indeterminate and incomprehenfible operation : " The 
cc wind," fayshe, " blowethwhereit lifteth, and thou 
" heareft the found thereof, but canft not tell whence 
u it cometh, and whither it goeth : fo is every one 
fc that is born of the Spirit." But we muft not there- 
fore deny the reality of this operation. "We muft not 
deny that _God a£ts powerfully upon the % mind, be- 
caufe wc are unable fully to comprehend the manner 
of his operation. Are there not many things in thc 
world which we know to be certain fafts, and which 
no man in his fenfes will pretend to difpute, of which 
liowcver we cannot give any tolerable account ? Ard 
we.not all of us fenfible that our fouls are united td 
bur bodies ? Do we no.t feel the mutual influence 
which theyhave on each other? and yet, Which of us 
can pretend to fay in.what this union confifts ? We 
are affured, both rrom reafon and revelation, that God 
works through all in the natural world, that his pre- 
fence fupports and animates the whole creation 5 and 
yet we are ftrangers tQ the manner of his agency \ 
or, in the language of Solomon, <c As we know not 
<c the way of the Spirit, nor how the bones do grow 
cc in the womb of her that is with child 5 even fo we 
cc know not the works of God who maketh all." 

2. The manncr of this operation, is likewife various 
and difterent. God is not confined to one uniform 
method in difpcnfing his grace ; he is an infinitely 
Xvife and frec agent, who has perfeft knowledge of 
the heart of man, and divides to every one feverally 
as he wills. Many indeed, and various, are the racans 
he is pleafed to cmploy. Sometimes he awakens the 
confcience with awful conviftions of guilt ; fometimes 
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hc melts the heart with the deepeft anguifh and forrow 5 
fometimes, again, he captivates the afre£tions with de- 
Hghtful views of thc love of God ; and at other times, 
hc carries on this work in fuch a (ilent and infenfible 
manner, that it may bc almoft impoffiblc to fay when it 
was begun, or how carried £>n. But whatever method 
heis pleafedtoemploy, the effett is invariablythe fame: 
an unfcigned love to God, a cordial truft in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and a fincere affeftion to our brethren, 
arc thc genuine fruits of the' Holy Spirit, in whatever 
raanner they may be produced by him. 

3. The manner of the Spirit's operation, is always 
perfecUy fuitable to the operations of our own minds. 
It is a moft dangcrous miftake in religion, to thinlc, 
that the Spirit of God offers violence to the will ; for 
this would be to deftroy that liberty, which is the 
diftinguifhing glory of our nature, and renders us ac- 
countable for all our a£Hons. ' Jtfo ; whatever fome 
may have falfely infinuated, nothing is more rational, 
notning more confiftent with the liberty of man, than 
the operation of the Holy Spirit. This Bleffed Agent 
afts rcally and powerfully upon the mind, but he 
ufcs no force or compulfion ;' his influence is always 
confiftent with the operations of our faculties, info- 
rnuch that it is often difficult to diftinguifti iu from 
the rational exercife of our own thoughts 5 nor could 
we of ourfelves difcover the fource from which they 
proceeded, if we were not affured by Divine revela- 
tion, that the Holy Spirit is the author of them. 

4. Hc enlightens the darkened mind, and makes it 
fee thc things of religion in their reality and impor- 
tance. Formerly the mind was involved in thick dark- 
nefs, being, as the apoille emphatically expreffes it, 
€< alienated from the life of God, through the igno- 
cc rance that was in it, becaufe of the blindncfs oi the 
" heart." But now, God fays, Let there be light; 
and immediately the clouds are difperfed, the day hc- 
gins to dawn, and the day-ftar to arife -, then tl»o 
mind is fixed in attctixiow* \\& wowtts are awakjened. 
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md the man is brought to ferious refle&ion. Things 
low appear to him in a different lieht from what they 
did before ; he fees the native deformity of fin, and 
is fully convinced of its fearful confequences. Once 
he entertained a fond opinicm of his own merit and 
abilities 4 he imagined himfelf rich and increafed m 
goods, and ftanding in need of nothing ; but now he 
difcems the lurking corruption of his heart, that hQ 
is poor, and miferable, and wretched, and naked, and 
blind. In a word, he has jufler ideas of God, of 
Chrift, and of the method of falvation which thci 
gofpel difplays. 

5. The Holy Spirit influences the mind to give & 
Hvely and fteady affent to the truths of religion. Thefe 
truths feem no longer to be vain conceits, but things 
of which the mind is firmly perfuaded. It has ob- 
tained the knowledge of them by divine illumination f 
and they appear to it real and fubftantial, and worthy. 
bf its principal attention. Formerly, the finner could 
not perhaps but aflent to the evil 01 fin, and the vani- 
ry of the world, in his hours of retirement and fe- 
rious refleftion ; but this aflent was then waver- 
ing and inconftant, like the morning cloud, and. 
the early dew which pafleth away : whereas now, r 
his conlcience is deeply impreflcd with a permanent 
and lively fenfe of fin ; he feels its bitternefs, and 
tiothing can fatisfy his mind, but pardon and forgive- 
nefs. Formerly, he efteemed himfelf for his own 
fancied excellencies, and prefumptuoufly defpifed the 
*nethod of falvation prefented to him in the gofpel ; 
fcut now, his.mind being come to the knowledge of it- 
felf, he values a Saviour above every thing elfe ; or f 
in the language of the holy apoftle, " what things 

€i were gain to him, now he counteth lofs for Chrift ; 

€< yea, doubtlefs, he counteth ^ll things but lofs for. 

<c the excellency of the knowledge of his Lord and 

"Saviour." 

6 Thc. 
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6. Thc Holy Spirit likewife fets the mind at liber- 
ty from the prevailing influcnce of luft and vicious in- 
clinations. Evil pailions formerly reigned in the 
heart ; the will was difaffefted to God and religion, 
while it was ftrongly attached to fin. Hence, rcafon 
had not its proper influence ; the beft inftru&ions 
were altogetlier ineffe&ual ; and the motions of thc 
Spirit were ftifled in the foul. This deplorable ilatc 
is emphatically reprefented in fcripture, under thc 
image of a ftony heart, and a carual mind. " Thc 
* carnal mind," fays the apoftle, " is enmity againft 
u God ; it is not fubjecl: to the law of God, nekher 
4< indeed can be." But now, Almighty grace inter- 
pofing* this enmity of the heavt is fubdued, anil thc 
will difarmed of its prejudice and oppofition. Thus 
the mountains melt like wax at the prefence of the 
Lord, who turhs the hard rock into a ftanding water, 
and the flinty rock into a fpringing well. 

7. God, by his powerful renewing grace, givcs a 
new direftion to the will, and renders it obedient to 
the will of God. Having thus delivered the foul from 
the bondage of corruption, he reftores it to the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God ; he excitcs in 
the mind thofe holy difpofitions, and implants thofe 
divine qualities by which it is inwardly rencwed and 
difpofed to walk with God. This is exprefled in 
fcripture 1 , by giving men a new heart, and putting a 
new fpirit within thcm ; the accompliihment of which, 
God claims as his own prerogative. Formerly, the 
Spirit metwith thekeeneft oppofition in the foul; all 
his ftrivings with it were ineffe£lual, and the iinner 
remained inflexibly wicked. But now, a mighty arm 
is revealed, the fceptre of his kingdom, and rod of 
his ftrength. All obftruclions are removed ; every 
high imagination is brought down ; and finnera arc 
made a willing people in the day of his power. 

But further, God not only works in his pcople to 
wfll, but likewife to do, by affording them all necef- 

fary 
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f- 
fary affiftance for pcrforming thc various duties of 
the Chriftian life. 

Having begun the good work in the foul, he doct 
not accomplifh it all at once, but carries it on by a 
gradual progrcfs. The Spirit not only implants the 
fced of grace in thfc hcart, but he waters it by his 
fpecial influence, and makes it grow up to a ripenefs 
for glory. Having lighted the divine flame in the foul, 
he does. not leave it to faint and die away, but is con- 
tinually difpehfing new fupplies for its nourifliment 
and ftrength. He excites fuch gracious difpofition* 
as he has implanted in the heart ; he communicate* 
light and afiiftance fuitable to the various wants of the 
Uiriftian, and thus enables him to improve in virtue^ 
to refifl the ftrongeft temptations^; whilc he at the 
famc time enlivens every period of his life with joy 
»nd comfort. In a word, this Bleffed Spirit refides ia 
the pious foul, and leads it on from ftrength to 
ftrength, till at laft it appear before God in Zion. t 
Wc propofed, 

III. To offer fome refle&ions for illuftrating thd 
i^eafon in the text, u Of his own good pleafure. w 

i . Gpd is under no conftraint or neceflity to con- 
Ccrn himfclf for our happinefs. He is infinitely great 
•*nd glorious, independently happy in himfelf, and 
tlierefore can have no inducement, from fear or ad- 
Irantage, to entertain any afFe&ion for the fons of 
Hien. Juftly indeed may we adopt thc language o£ 
Elliphaz, u Can a man be profitable unto God, as he 
l * that iswife maybe profitable to himfelf ? Is itanj. 
Ct pleafurc to the Almighty, -that wc are righteous, 
c< or is it any gain to him, that wc make our ways 
Ci perfcft (/i) ?" Our righteoufnefs may indecd pro- 
fit mcn like ourfelves, but»our goodnefs cannot ex« 
tcnd to God, whofe happinefs is unalterably fecured 
in the cnjoyment of his own perfe&iohs. 

2. As God is under no obligation on his own part* 
to work in u* any thing fpiritually good i fo ncithcr 
2 D vi 

{*) J«Vt utt. %, i< 
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13 therc any worth or merit on ours, to incline himto . 
do it. We are at beft but his crcatures, the work of 
hia hands. The higheft homage and worfhip we can 
give is unqueftionably due tp God, When thereforc 
we have done all we can, we liave done nothing but 
our duty, and are but unprofitable fervants. Where 
is boafting then ? Where is merit ? No flefh muft 
glory in the prefence of God, for he ajone makes us 
to difFer. Now if we have received it, fhall wc glory 
■a$ if we had not received it ? But, farthcr, i? wc 
takc a view of human naturc in its prefent fallen and 
corrupted ftate, if we confider how lame and imper- 
feft our pureft fervices are, fo far from imaginingwc 
merit any thing at the hand of God, muft we not ac- 
knowledge that we ftand in need of pardon, andhum- 
bly rcfolve to lay our hand upon our mouth, afcribing 
cvery good thing either in us, or done by us, to the 
fovereign and free grace of God, who will have mer- 
vy on whom he will have mercy ? 

VVe fhall now conclude with a few refleftions. 

1. Is the agency of the Holy Spirit fo abfoluteJy 
«ecefTary, in order to our converfion and progrefe in 
religion ? how deeply imprefled fhoDld we be with the 
convicYion of our own weaknefs and infufficiency ! 
Without the aids of divine grace, we can do nothing. 
Whatever profefhon we may make, whatever moral 
duties-we may praftife, if we are deftitute of the fpi- 
rit, all is but folemn fhow, a mere empty form, which 
can neither be acceptable to God, nor profitable to 
ourfelves. Let us not then reft any longer in a courfe 
of dead and lifelefs obedience ; but, fenfible of our 
own inability to do any thing pleafing to God, let us 
carncftly implore the gift of the Holy Spirit, as thc 
Great Author of regeneration, and every degree of 

ncreafing holinefs. 

2. Does the Holy Spirit begin and carry on the good 
work within us ? Let us cheerfully refign ourfclves 

; to 
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to his influence and dire&ion. Let us be deeply per- 
fuaded, that his gracious operations on the mind, are 
not only real, but of the high^ft importance, and not 
give place to unbelieving thoughts, or profaneinfinua- 
tions, as if they were the fancies of a warm diftem- 
pered brain, or the delufions of Satan. But, under a 
iteady convuSion of his ability and readh\efs to help 
us ; let us firmly depend on his grace in the per- 
formance of every duty, and in oppofition to every 
fin. Let us.be deeply -humbled and grieved, when 
at any time we have grieved the Spirit of God, and 
treated Him unworthily. And under his powerful 
influences, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs 
of the flefh and fpirit, and perfeft holinefs in the fear 
of God. 

3. ls it owing to the fovereign and free grace of 
God, that he works in any to will and tfa do ? Let 
fuch as are inwardly fanftified by the Spirit, acknow- 
ledge their obligations to God, and afcribe to Him the 
praife. It is owing to 'Him, that you are not left to 
perifh with the workers of iniquity ; but iingled out 
from the reft of mankind, as the ot>je&s of his diftin- 
guiihing love. Adore divine grace, therefore, that 
has made you to diflfer, and fnatched you as brands 
pluckt out of the burning ; and letthe overflowings 
of a thankful heart break forth in the language of 
David, " I will praife thee, O Lord my God, with 
" all my heart, and I will glorify thy name for ever- 
€t more ; for great is thy mercy towards me ; thou 
" haft redeemed my foul from the loweft hell." 
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SERMON XXV- . 

THK NATURB AND OBLIGATIONS OF REU- 
GIOUS CONCERN* 



A£ls Ix. 6. jforf &, trtmlling mni aJloni/bed> faii> 
Lord, Wbat nvilt tbou bave me to do? 



THESE are thc words of Saul, that famous con- 
vert to the Chriftian faith. He had formcily 
been engaged in perfecuring the followers of Jefus, 
with the moft unrelenting fiiry ; and fo zealous was 
he in the profecution of this undertaking, that he 
feems not only to have laid afide that gentlenefs of 
manners, which might have been expe&ed from one 
of his education, but even that pity for perfons in 
diftrefs, which is fo natural to the heart of man. 
Thus, in various places of the A&s, and particularly 
in the preceding context, we iind him threatening 
vengeance and flaughter againft the difciples of the 
Lord, without the leaft regard to innocence of life, 
«r tendernefs of age : And now he had pbtained a 
commiflion from tne chief prieft, to go as far as Da- 
ttiafcus, in queft of the Chriftians, and to bring fuch 
•f them as he found there^ bound to Jerufalem. 

But, 
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But, let us adore the riches, and the fovereignty o£ 
Divine grace. In his way thither, Jefus, theinjured 
Redeemer, appears, and diffufes round him a bright- 
nefs exceeding that of the fun •, on perceiving which, 
Saul fell proftrate to the ground, and heard a voice 
from heaven calling to hini, " Saul, Saul, Whyper- 
" fecuteft thou me ?" The furious perfecutor is now r 
indeed, melted and fubdued ; he who, but^littlebe- 
fore, waged an impious war againft the followers of 
Jefus, is now laid at the foot of the crofs, and mighfi 
juftly have been fingled out as a monument of ven- 
geance. But God, who has compaflion on the ig- 
norant, defigned him as a veffel of mercy, as a glori- 
ous inftrument in preaching that faith, which he once 
endeavoured to deftroy. This day of his aftonifti- 
ment, was in the nobleft fenfe the day 6f his birthj. 
for now, in the midft of his cruelty, he is awakened 
and convinced 5 and, proftrating himfelf before that 
Jefus whom he perfecuted, fubmiffively exclaims in 
the words of the text, — " Lord, What wilt thou hava 
« me to do ?" 

€€ And he, trembiing and aftoniflied, faid, LorcT^ 
<c Lord, What wilt thou have mc to do ?" Worda 
<which exprefs, in the moft lively manner, that concern 
and uneafinefs which Saul had now upon his mind^ 
— a concern, notfor the obtaining of wealth and ho- 
nour, or any of thofe trifling pleafures, which the 
men of the world purfu$ with fuch afliduity and ar- 
dour, but for his precious and imrnortal foul •, an ear- 
neft care and folicitude, how to be delivered front 
that guilt, and to efcape that danger which he had 
incurrcd. 

From the temper and prefent circumftances of the 
awakened apoftle, wefhall' take occafion, througli 
Divine affiftance* Firft% To explain that concem 
for the falvation of the foul, which is here ex-- 
emplified in the condufl of Saul : Secondfy, Show you 
the fource* from which ifc ITprings : Hhirdly^ We fliall 
2 D j •udcavoiu' 
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endeavour to awakcn you to fome fuch fcrious con- 
cern, by a few arguments addreffed to your confidera- 
tion : And, Fourthly, Conclude with a few dire&ions 
to fuch as are in fome meafure awakened, and made 
to cry out with the apoftlc in the text, " Lord, what 
<c wilt thou have me to do r" — We propofe, *- 

I. To cxplain that concern for the falvation of the 
foul, which is here exemplified in the conducl bf 
Saul. 

1. It implies in it, a deep and affe£Hng fenfe of 
guilt. By the falvation of the foul, we rriean, deli- 
verance from the wrath to come, from eternal death 
and deftru&ion. Now,, wherever a real concern for 
this prevails, thcre muft neceffarily be an inward fenfe 
or conviftion of our being liable to it ; for it is abfo- 
lutely impoffible, that we can ever defire to bc deliYer- 
ed from any evil or danger, till we thinH ourfeWcs 
expofed to it. But the wrath to come, everlafting 
mifery and deftru£Hon, is an evil to whicH all of u« 
have tecome fubjeft. Whatcver our condition may 
be in other refpedts, however great and diftinguifhed 
among men, yet wc are guilty and rebellious; we 
have broken the laws of our Creator, and rendered 
ourfelves obnoxious to eternal death. Now, tfye fin- 
ner who is really awakened, not only affents to this 
as a matter unqueftionably true, but r his heart is decp- 
ly affe£ted with it. He not only believes himfclf 
guilty and polluted, odious to perfeft purity, and 
liable every moment to avcnging juftice ; buthehas 
an humbling and inward convi&ion of it, which fills 
him with the deepeft forrow and remorfe. Of this, 
we have a very ftriking inftance in the penitent PfaK 
mift. " Thine arrows," fays he, " ftick faft irr-me, 
<c and thy hand preffeth me fore. There is no found- 
<c nefs in my flefh becaufe of thine anger ; ncithef 
<c is there any reft in my bones bccaufe of ray fin : 
<c for mine iniquities are gone over my head ; as a 
04 heavy burthen* the^ rce, too heavy tor me." In | 

thii 
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this manner, the awafcened finner will naturally ex- 
prefs his concern. He is afhamed, and bluflies to 
lift up his face to God, becaufe of his iniquities* 
Like the publican, who ftood afar ofF, and durft not 
fo much as lift up his eyes to heaven, full of inward 
concern he fmites upon his breaft. In a word, the 
foul in this condition, is covered with darknefs as 
with a cloud ; but when that cloud is removed, it of- 
ten happens, that they are enlightened by the Sun of 
righteoufnefs and made glad according to the days in 
whicrT they have feen evil. 

2. This concern for the falvation of the foul, im« 
pliers fn it likewife an alarming apprehenfion cf dan- 
gcr. This is the natural refult of the former. Where- 
ever an affe&ing fenfeof guilt prevails, it is always 
attended with a dread of punifhment. They aie in— 
feparably connecled in nature. Elfe, Why that fe- 
cret ihame, that fear and horror which feize upon 
the wicked ? When we are confcious to Vurfelvcs 
of having acled wrong, Why do we feel our minds 
difturbed by remorfe ? This is nothirig but the voice 
of nature proclaiming within us, " The foul tfcat fin- 
" neth, it fhall die/' 

It is true, indeed, while finners enjoy profperity 
and health, while the candle of the Lord fhines upon 
them, and their glory and wealth is increafed, they 
may pretend to fhake off thofe fears, and affedt to be 
fuperior to the dread of future punifhment. But 
this i&, like Jonah, to fleep in a ftorm \ or as an a- 
poftle emphatically expreffes it, " to fport themfelves 
" with their own deceivings." The awakened finner 
ads a wifer part. Inftead of attempting to divert 
, thofe fears, or filence the reproaches of his wounded 
confcience, he hears them with concern, and ferioufly 
thinks on his mifery and danger. As he is fenfible 
that he has offended God, he dreads the effe&s of his 
righteous indignation. His apprehenfions of this 
kind arc even fometunes fo alaiming, that under the 

decpeft 
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deepeft diftrefs and anguilh of mind, he is ready to 
adopt the language of Job ; " Oh, that my grief were 
•♦ thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid in thc 
" balances together ! For the arrows of the Almigh- 
" ty are within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up 
" my fpirits : the tcrrors of God do fct themfelves in 
" array againft mc. w And what can be more dread- 
ful, than to bc expofed to the wrath of the Almighty, 
who can punifh to the utmolt, and who lives forever 
to execute his vengeance? How vigoroufly then 
{hould we endeavour to be delivered from this wrath, 
and reconciled to God ! And this lcads me to of> 
ferve, 

3. That this concern for the falvation of thc foui» 
implies in it likewife, an earneft care and anxiety of 
rhind to bc delivered from this guilt, and to efcape 
this danger. This we find was the cafe with Saul in 
our text. No fooner was his confcience wounded, 
than he immediately crys out, " Lord, what wilt thou 
u have me to do ?" And this indeed is thc voice of 
nature itfelf. There is a principle of felf-prcfenra- 
tion implanted within us, which infpires us with a 
natural apprehenGon of every thing that can dcftroy 
our being, or endanger our happinefs. No fooner, 
therefore, is any thing prefented to us as an objedof 
terror, than fear, that wakeful paffion takes the a- 
larm, and cxcites us to fly from it. But when tBe 
objeft we dread is infinitely terrible, when inflcxible 
juftice, armed with almighty powcr, is incenfed againtt 
us, our fears in a fpecial manner are exceflive, and 
our inquiries for deliverance natural. The finner, a- 
wakened by a fenfe of danger, feeing hrmfelf guilty 
and polluted, is filled with anxious concern ; and the 
language of his heart is, " What ihall I do to be 
" faved ? M To this purpofe, we have a lively inftanccin 
the behaviour of Peter^s hearers. The apoftle had 
dealt faithfully with themj he had charged them with 
the fin of crucifying tbe Lord of X31ory j. ancLthe con- 

fcquencc 
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fequence was, their confciences were ftung with re- 
morfe; and cc they faid unto Peter and the reft of 
" the apoftles, Men and brethren, what fhall wc 
" do (a) ?" Their minds were now awakened with a 
fenfe of guilt, they found themfelves expofed to the 
wrath of God, ancj hence they were filled with an- 
xiety how to be delivered from it. 

II. We now proceed to inquire, whence this con- 
cern for the falvation of the foul arifes. 

And here, to prevent miftakes, it may be proper to 
obferve, that, in order to produce this concern, the 
influence of the Holy Spirit is abfolutely neccflary. 
This willbe eyident to any onewho ferioufly confider* 
the weaknefs and corruption of human nature, the 
greatnefs and excellency of this good work, the vioU 
ent oppofition raifed againft it by our fpiritual enemie$ f 
and the exprefs declarations of holy fcripture. And f 
indeed, to deny this, or- even to call it in queftion, 
would betray the grofleft ignorance both of ourfelves» 
and of the word of God. " Without me," fay3 our 
Saviour, cc ye can do nothing :" and the apoftle tells 
us, that we are not fuflicient of ourfelves to think fo 
much as one good thought ; and, by a neceflary confe- 
quence, we are quite unable, without fuperior aflift- 
ance, to perform one good aftion. The Spirit of 
God is the firft mover, and not only fo, but the fole 
agent in this good work. He it is who commands the 
light to (hine out of darknefs ; he convinces men of 
fin, of righteoufnefs and judgment •, it is his inward 
and powerful operation, that makes the finner cry out f 
c< X.ord, what wilt thou have me to do ?"■ 

Now, taking this along with us, it will appear that 
this concern for the falvation of the foul, arifes- from 
the two following caufes. 

1 . From a difcovery made to the foul by the Holy 
Spirit^ of the hateful and malignant qualities of fin ; 
that it is the vilcft, moft abfurd, and unreafonabk 

thing^ 
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thing in the world ; that it deforms human nature, 

i>ollutes and debafes the foul, and finksa man far be- 
ow the dignity of his being* that it is the greateft 
reproach to our reafon, and contradic~ts the very pur- 
pofc of our exiftence. Again, the (inner awakencd 
by the Spirit of God, fees fin in general, and his own 
fins in particular, to be the higheft diftionour to God, 
a contempt of his authprity, a violation of his laws, 
and dire&ly oppofite to all the perfe&iona of his na- 
ture. He even difcovers that every a& of fin of whicb 
he is guilty, is impregnated with nothing lefs than 
rebelhon againft the Divine Majefty, oppofition to 
his holinefs, ingratitude to his goodnefs, and defiance 
of his almighty power. And, by how much every fin 
is aggravated by circumftances of time and place, by 
being committed againft the cleareft Hght, contraryto 
the remonftrances of our own confciences, the ftriv- 
ings of the Spirit within us, and folemn engagements *, 
fo much the more is fin compofed of thefe malignant 
Gualities. Now, when the finner has fuch views of 
Cn as thefe, when he fees this monfter as it were dif- 
fe&ed, and difcovers the hateful ingredients in its 
compofition, he cannot but deteft and abhor it ; he is 
made to blufh and be aihamed of himfelf before God, 
and, full of grief and concem, to cry out withthea- 
poftle, " O, wretched man^that I am, who fliall de- 
u liver me from the bo,dy of this death ? w 

2. This concern more efpecially arifes, when the 
Holy Spirit difcovers to the finner, the fatal and dire- 
ful confequences to which his fins expofe him, both 
in time and through eternity ; that they have made 
him a child of wrath, and a fon of perdition ; that 
he is thereby fallen under the difpleafure of God, 
and liable every moment to the dreadful curfes of his 
broken law ; that ruin and deftrudlion hang over him, 
and threaten him with intolerable, and evcrlafting 
mifery. Thefe confequences of fin may for a little 
be fufpended by the interpofition of mercy, in order 

to 
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to try, if, during this period of refpite, the finner will 
be fo wife as to returh to God. But, if it -fhall fail 
of producing this effeft, mercy foregoes the friendly 
office, and vengeance overtakes him. For as Paul in- 
forms us, " the wages of fin are death (a)" €€ In- 
" dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh fhall 
" be upon every foul that doth evil." And who 
knows the power of God's anger, and what Almighty 
juftice can infli£t upon the wicked ? Surely it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
Our God is a confuming flre a , and whp can dwell with 
devouring fire ? who can abide with everlafting burn- 
ings ? Now, when the ibul is awakened to fuch a 
fenfe of fin, when it is imprefTed with fuch ideas of 
its>nalignity and unhappy confequences, it is then, 
indeed, made to complain of it as. a heavy burden f 
from which above all things it defires to be delivered. 

III. We now proceed to endeavour to excite yovk 
to fome fuch ferious concern, by a few argurhents 
addrefled to your confideration. 

I might addrefs you by a great variety of motives, 
for almoft every thing around us affords afi argument 
to fober contemplation. In the wordstof the prophet 
Ifaiah, we might call upon you as men, as Teafonable 
and intelligent creatures, €€ Remember, and (how your- 
" felves men : bring it again to mind, O ye tranf- 
" greflbrs.*' We might apply to you by the moft en- 
gaging motives of the gofpel, by the tender mercies 
of God, the dying love 01 a Redeemer, and thofe ex* 
ceeding great and precious promifes, in comparifon 
of which the pleafures of thie world are contemptiblc 
and mean. But, as this would lead us far beyond th6 
limits of an ordinaTy difcourfe, we fhall confine our- 
felves to the few following arguments. 

1. Confider the unfpeakable dignity and worth of 
the immortal foul. View it in its noble facukie*» 
thofe intelle&ual and adive powers with which it is 

endowed^ 
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tndowed. It can furvey the whole creation, afcend 
above it, and concemplate its glorious Author. How 
a-ert and vigorous is its will and fancy ! and how Di- 
vine are all its affe&ions, whcn fan&ified by the Hcly 
Spirit, and dire&ed to their proper obje&s ! ConG- 
der what an ineftimable price was paid for its redemp- 
tion, a price no lefs than the precious blood of theSon 
of God. And muft not that be of infinite value, 
which God has furniflied with fuch noble faculties? 
fo that, in the language of the Pfalmift, he has made 
k but a little lower than the angels, and crowned it 
with glory and honour ; and for the.fake of which his 
cternal Son died upon the crofs, that it might be re- 
covered from mifery and guilt ? Is then the foul a 
being of fuch dignity and value, and fhall we be un- 
concerned about it. If a treafure were committed to 
our care, for which, in cafe of lofing it, we fliould 
be accountable, how anxious would we be to preferve 
k from danger ! Thy foul, O man, is a treafure of 
infinitely greater value than the whole world ; it is 
committcd to thy care ; and if it is loft, thou art loft 
for ever. With what anxiety then ought we to guard 
over the interefts and the happinefs of our immortal 
fpirits ! 

2. Confider that as the foul is a being of fuch dig- 
,iuty and worth, its falvation muft infinitely concern 
tis. In propprtion to the native dighity and value of 
any being, its happinefs is of greater or lefs impor- 
tance. Creatures of aJower rank, and more connned 
defires, are neither capable nor defigned for fuch high 
enjoyments, as thofe of nobler natures and of more 
enlarged faculties. Now, fince it evidently appears 
that the foul is a being fo divine in its original, and 
fq excellent in its powers, its happinefs mlift be of 
great, nay, of infinite moment. But this, alas, how- 
cver certain, is one of thofe many interefting truths, 
which make little or no impreflion on mankind. How 
few are there who have that inward fenfe, and ferious 
eojividion of it, which its importance demands? 
■. - Nay, 
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Nay, if wc may jadge by their conduft, tnc bulk of 

mcn around us have never beftowed on it a feriout 

thought. Amazing indifFerence ! Is it a matter of no 

confcquencc whether we be faved or not ? Are hap- 

pinefs and mifery fuch trifling fubjefts, that they ar* 

not worth the refte&ion of an hour ? Be not dcccif- 

cd. Salvation is a thing which claims the moft ferious 

attention. It is no lefs than a deliverance from the 

wrath of God, and being put in pofTeffion of that 

happinefs which is large as the wifhes, and lafting a& 

the days of an immortal fpirit. And is not this a mat- 

ter worthy of f our higheft concern ? We employ 

thought and Care about the things of the prefcnt life ; 

how to amafs riches, or gratify defire : and ought not 

*we much rather to employ them on objefls of a more 

«xalted nature, on obje&s that refpeci the falvatio» 

of our fouls, and everlafting blifs ? How then (hall 

Mire anfwer it to Goc^ and to our own confciences, if^ 

vhile we are careful and cumbcred about many thing^ 

we negleft the one thing needfiil ; if, while we are 

folicitous what we fhall eat, what we fhall drink, and 

wherewithal we (hall be clothed, it is feldom or never 

the queftion with us, What fliall we do to be h\cd ? 

"We fliall conclude this argument, by recommending- • 

to yoiir ferious attention, that wife and weighty ad- 

monition of our Lord, " What is a man profited, 

•' though he fhould gain the whole world, and lofe hig 

«' own foul? or what fhall a man givein exchange for 

« hisfoul,(*)?" 

3. Confider, that while we continue unconcerned and 
thoughtlefs, we expofe ourfelves to the moft thrcat- 
tning danger. It is a certain fa&, and theleaft reflec- 
tion may be fufficient to convince us, that we have 
brokcn the laws of our Creator, trampled on his facred 
authority, and thus juftly incurred his wrath and dif- 
plcafure. This is what the facred writers exprefsry 
affert in a Yariety of paflages ; and indecd, to bc coh- 
2 E rince* 
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vinccd of it, we necd only look into our own hearts, 
©r take a flight review of our pafl lives. Have we not 
all, from our earlieft years, from the very firft open- 
ings of reafon, a violent averfion to every thing fpi- 
ritually good, aml as flrong a propenfity to folly aml 
vice ? Have we not indulged this finful bias in innu- 
merable inftances ? Have we not omitted thofe du* 
ties which God exprefsly requires, and committed 
thofe fins which Iie as plainly forbids ? And mu(t 
not fuch a condu£t*be difpleafing to him ? Yes ; as 
iure as there is a God he is offended at us, his jufticc 
is incenfed againft us, and every momcnt we are ex- 
pofed to his wrath : and can we, in fuch a condition, 
be happy and fecure ? Do you know, or have you 
cver confidered what this wrarh means ? If it was 
only the wrath of a man like yourfelves, though of 
the moft formidable prince on the face of thc earth, 
comparatively fpeaking, it would claim but little no- 
tice ; for they, at moft, can only kill the body, but 
are not able to hurt the foul : But it is the wrath of 
an infinite God, whofe powcr is almighty, and whofe 
juftice is inflexible. It is the fury and fiercenefs of 
his wrath to which you are expofcd ; and how dread- j 
ful muft that be ? Into what an inconceiveable * 
depth of rnifery muftthey who fufFer ir be pJunged? 
For who knows the power of God's anger, and what 
a fearful thing it is to fall into His hands ? What 
meaneft thou, then, thoughtlefs and fecure finner? 
Awake, and fly, byfincere repentance, from thewrath 
to come, before it overtake you, and there Be no e- 
fcaping. 

Lajily> Confider, that however fecure and infenfible 
we. may be at prefent, the time will at laft come, 
when confcience will awake and bring v our ways to re- 
membrance. 

While we enjoy profperity and health \ while wc 
are engaged in the bufinefs, and furrounded with the 
gaicties of life j we may indeed contrive to fly from 

ierious 
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ferious thought, and imagine ficknefs and death at a 
diftance. But what is thi§ but felf-delufiou^? Thc 
young and the healthy are as liable to difeafes and 
death, as the aged and infirm ; nay, how do we know 
but we may die to-morrow, or that this very night 
our fouls may be required of us ? For what is our 
Jife ? It is but a vapour that appeareth for a littlc 
time, and theri vaniiheth away. Yc carelefs and 
iinconcerned finners, who prodigally throw away* 
your precious time, and, as it were, dance upor* 
thc brink of deftruftiou : Do you confider that you 
muft foon die \ and that, for any thing you know* 
fome fatal difeafe may this daybegin its attack ? And 
if once you were laid upon the bed of affliftion, and 
fee the approach of the inexorable tyrant ; confcience 
vill probably . awake and bring you to refleclion. 
Thus, we firtd that the prodigal fon came tohimfelf 
when hc was reduccd ^o the laft extremity, andi ready 
to perifh with hunger. Death has fomethjng in it 
that fills the mind with awe. But if it has no effe£fc 
of that kind upon finners •, if, as it is to bc feared is 
tob often thc cafe, thc? die as they have lived, thought- 
lefs and unconcerncd \ How miferable beyond imagi- 
nationwilithcy.be? In thc cther world, they fhalt 
cndcavour to filencc tljeir awakcned confciences iit 
vain ; and, however much againft their inclinatioii^ 
fliall be forced to rcflecl with horror, on thc carelefs- 
hefe and guilt by which they wcre undone. To this. 
Jmrpofc, when God fpeaks, by thc propliet Jere- 
miali, of the extravagant f olly 01 thoughtlefs finners i 
he adds, in a very awful manntr, " In the latter day* 
*' ye Ihall cotifidtr rt perfe&iy (£)." But, afos \ it 
wiil then be too late ; for bcyond the grave, confidc- 
ration can only aggravate their mifery, and increafe 
their remorfe. Iiow much wifer then would it be rt> 
confider, whiie yet ' confideration may prevent our 
. jruiii ? With wlut ierioufnefs ought we to apply our 
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minJs to the concerns of our fouls, and lay to heart 
the thio^s that belong to our eternal peace, before 
they be Tiid from our eyes ? 

And now, need I ufe any additional arguments to 
perfuade you to ferious con fiderat k>n ? If thofe*I 
have mentioned have no efFecl: upon you ; if you are 
iWll infenfible of the worth of your precious fouls; if 
you hold falvation and eternal happinefs in no eftima- 
tion, and at the fime time be content.to dweJl witK 
devouring fire and everlajling burnings : If thefe mo- 
tives prevail not with you, what other can ? O that 
the Spirit of God, whofc prerogative it is to awaken 
the confcience, would carry tbem home with power 
upon ycur hearts, and efrcctually engage you tocom- 
pliance with ycur duty ! 

IV. We fhall now conclude with a few advices to 
fuch as are in fome meafure awakened, and madeto 
cry out with the apoftle in the text, " Lord, What 
•** wiit thou have me to do ?" 

Is there then in this aflembly any awakened and 
convinced finner ; any who, apprifed of his follv* 
and fenfible of his mifery* is defirous to fall at the 
foot of the Redeemer's crofs, and fincerely refolved 
tp give unlimited obedience to him for the future l 
To fuch, I fhall now briefly addrefs myfelf. 

1. Entertain and cherifh your prefcnt xonvi&ions j 
for thefe are happy influehces of the Spirit, which, if 
duJy attended to, may be improved to the eternal ad- 
vantage of your fouls. Beware therefore of negbft- 
ing them ; of putting them offto another feafon*, or 
cndeavouring to get rid of them, by flying to the bu* 
finefs or amufements of life. Remember that by do- 
ing fo, you run the greateft danger, The ftifling of 
convi&ion grieves the Spirit of God ; has a fatal ten- 
dency to harden the confcience ; and may juftly pro- 
voke him ,to ftrive no longer with you; If, therefofc, 
you havc any wifh to be faved, cherifb fuch ferious 

, imprefEoni j 
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imprefTions as you may now be uxider, and labour to* 
fix them in your minds. 

2. Abftain from every thing by which thefe impref- 
fions maj be.weakened or eflfaced. 

If you are really awakened, fin will appear to bc 
the difeafc and ruin of your fouls ; arrd therefore, if 
evet you hope for recovery, yoii muft immediately* 
and refolutely depart from it *, nor mull you give up» 
this or that particular vice, with which perhaps you: 
will not find it vtry diHkult to part; but every fia 
without cxception. In a word, if you would have 
the Spirit of grace to carfy 011 a good work ih your 
fouls, you muft give no eneouragement to any finfuL 
inclination ; and particularly, guard againft dcliberate: 
and prefumptuous fins ; for thefe are plain obftruc- 
tions to his gracious influences, and eminently pro- 
▼oke him to withdraw. 

3. Believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and you fhalK 
be faved. This is the advice which the apoftles gave* 
to the awakened jaiior, when he foliciroufly inquirecE 
what he muft do to be faved : And, indeed, it is aru 
advice of the higheft importance to every eoavinced: 
and humbkd finner. You are guilty, difeafed, andi 
helplefs. Towhom then fhould you apply for relief,, 
but tQ the Great Redeemer and Sovereigrr Phyfician* 
who is afele to fave you to the uttermoft \ and exprefs- 
ly declares,. that if you come to him he wift in no- 
wife caft you out ? Be perfuaded, therefbre, whoever 
you are,. though perhaps the ehief of finners* rmme- 
diately ta fly to Chrift as your only refuge - r and to» 
lay hold of his pe?fe£t righteoufnefe as the foundatiom 
01 your hopes. Andknow, for your encourageraent* 
that if you thus accept of hirn^. and fubj.e£t yourfelves» 
to his gevernment, you. have the higheft aflurance 
poflible, that yoU fcall not perifh r but ha*e everlaft- 
*ng life. " For this is the wilfc ©f Him. that fent me,"* 
fays our Saviour himfelf, §l that every one that feeth 
•' the Son, and believe^h on Him, may have everlaft- 
J' ing Ufe \ and I wiU raife him. up at the laft day.'* 

2E1 l^H* 
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Lqfily f Lay it down as a moft certain principle, 
that no attempt in religion is to be made in your 
own ftrength. If you know your own hearts, you 
muft be fenfible ot this. 'For whether we confider 
the frailty and degeneracy of our nature, the power 
of evil habits, the inconftancy of our beft refolutions, 
or the malice and aSivity of our fpiritual enemies, 
nothing is more evident, than that of ourfelves we 
can do nofhing. Bcware, therefore, of undertaking 
any thing in your own ftrength ; but go in thc ftrength 
of the Lord God, and in his name fet up your ban- 
ners. And if you thus wait upon him, you {hall re- 
new your ftrength ; his grace will ever be fufficient 
for you ; and he that hath begun a good work in you, 
will carry it on, till at laft he perfctt it in glory. K 
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SERMON XXVI. 

TH2 CONVERSION OF SINNERS, A JUST CAU3I. 
OF JOY. 



Luke xv. 23, 24. 

Let us eat and be merry : for this myfon vuas dead % ant 
is alive again ; he nvas loft y and is fovnd. 

* r ■ ^HESE words arc part of our Saviour^s parablfe 
I of the prodigal fon, a parable fo inftru£Uve and 
afFe&ing, that it well dcfefves your ferious confidera- 
tion. It was delivered by way of reproof to thofe felf* 
righteous Pharifces, who murmured at our Saviour, 
becaufe he freely admitted publican^and fmners tobe? 
his hearers, and fometimcs converfea with them, in 
order to reclaim them. With this view, he reprefenta 
to them in the moft lively rn^nner the extravagantfol- 
ly, and the miferable confequences, of a vicious and 
licentious life. He unfolds the genuine feclings of a. 
finner^s foul, when once brought to himfelf, and ren- 
dered fenfible of his danger and guilt. But efpecially* 
he difcovers, in the moft furprifmg manner, the com-* 
paflion of an ofFended God to the chief of finners* 
and how highly he is pleafed with their converfioiu 
Xhus, whca the prodigal came to himfelf > when he 
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conceived tfee tctcntion cf ectitrii rgg to his father, 
acd wa* posdsg hia relbfarioii sa practice : while he 
is yct aiar otf, tiae father b repcescxited as feeing him, 
as ntnoing to mcrt fcinx, aad fmhracing him with as 
dtrch kindraeft as if he had ncver otfezided ; nay, as 
rettaring him to thc fcigheft maxks of paternal affcc- 
tioo. ** He £ud to ha fenrants, bring fbrth the beft 
«• robe, aad pat it on him ; and pat a ring on his 
* kand, and ihoes on his feet ; and brmg fcither thc 
«• fatred calf and kill it ; and let ns eat and be mcr- 
«* ry («}-• And fhen, ia the tcxt, he juftifies thcir 
nurth and joy on this occafion, by affigning the rea- 
fbn of it : ** For this my fbn, w fays he, " was dcad, 
** and is allve again ; he was loft, and is found." 

In thefe words, three things oder themfelves to our 
confidcraticn : Ftrfi 9 The defcription of a finner be- 
fore his converfion : SfcvmUy^ The happy changc prp- 
doced in his ftate and practice npon that event : Laftl^ • 
This change mentioncd as a juftifiable ground of tne 
higheft joy. 

Thefe threc particulars, we propofe throogh Divine 
affiftance briefly to illnftrate ; and then conclude with 
fbme pra&ical improvement. 

I. Let us confider the defcription here ghren w> 
of a finner before converfion. 

You fee it confifts of two parts, and-each ©f thcm very 
fignificant. Hcm reprefented as dead and loft : botb 
which cxprcffions prefent to us, in a Hvely manner, the 
snifery and wretchednefs of his condrtion. 

A finner, before his converfion, is reprefented as 
dead. This is a very common figure or emblcm in 
holy fcripture. Thus in i Tim. v. 6~ be that liv~ 
eth in pleafure is fatd to be dead while he liveth ; irt 
Eph. ii. i. unconverted finners are faid to-be dead iri 
trefpafics and fins; and in chapter v. 14. they are 
callcd.upon not only toawake out of fleep) but to a- 
rife Ivom the dcad. 
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It is almoft unneclffary to obferve, that when fin- 
ners are rcprefented as dead, it is not meant that they 
are deftitute of natural or animal life : nor does \t 
import, that thcy are devoid of all capacity of being 
reftored to fpiritual life, any more than the prodigal 
was incapable of being made alive, in the fenfe and 
account of his father. No : finners, before their con- 
verfion,' are naturally alive as well as others ; an4 
though their ^reafonable powers are indeed wofully 
perverted, yet they are not extinguifhed. Their un- 
derftandings render them capable of thought and con- 
fideration, of refle&ing on the miferable condition to 
which their fins have reduced them, and the gracious 
offers of divine mercy for their recovery. And though 
their wills are indeed enflaved by fenfual lufts, yet 
,they ftill retain that power of choice and felf-deter*k 
mination which is effential to man. 
• But the expreffion in the text imports in h twa 
things : — that an unconverted finner is deftitute of fpU 
ritual or divine life ; and that he is virtually under a 
fentence of eternal death. 

i. An unconverted finner is deftitute of fpiritual 
or divine life. As the prodigal was dead to hisfather 
when he was gone from him, and fpending his fub- 
ftance in rlotous living, fo an unconverted finner is 
deid to God his Creator and Sovereign. He is en- 
gag^ed in a voluntary rebellion againft him ; and notat 
all difpofed to live to his glory. Hfi has no prevailing 
fear of God, or affeftion to him. CM the contrary, hc 
has a ftrong averfion to him in his heart ; or, in the ex- 
preflive language of the apoftle, the heart isenmity itfelf 
againft him. It is true> indeed, unconverted finners are 
alive in a natural fenfe. They eat, drink, and fleep ; 
they move and walk as well as others ; they rejoice in 
the work of their hands ; and many of tnem fpend 
their days in pleafure, and then go down to the grave. 
But this defcrves not the name of life ; it is rathef 
ftyleddeathin fcripture ; becaufe, though they live, 

theit 
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their life Is without God in the world ; it is alienatcd 
from the life of God, and deflitute of reai comfort. 
And therefore, though naturally aiive, they are faidto 
be dead, dead in fin, and even to abide in death. 

And there is great reafon why an unconverted ftatc 
fliould be reprefentcd by the metaphor of death ; for 
there is nothing-in nature that more fitly reprefents 
it. As in a dead body no vital motions appear ;- fo 
in an unrenewed foul, there are no motions of divine 
life j no breathings after God, and fprritual enjoy- 
ments ; no zeal for his glory, or devotion to his inter- 
cft. As a dead body is devoid of all fenfe and feel- 
ing^ fo is the foul of an unconvertcd finner : infen- 
fible to its mifery and danger, it feels not the wounds 
which fin has given it, it trembles not at the wrathof 
God with which it is threatened, and, though ftand- 
ing on the very brink of cternal ruin, wili ufe no 
means to avoid it. And as a dead body is a ghaftly 
and undefirabie objeft, which cannot be veiwed with 
any degree of pleafure ; fo an unconverted finner, 
efpecially a profiigate and licentious one, is a fpe£fa- 
de moft loathfome and abominable, in the eyes of a 
pure and holy God. Upon thefe, and many other 
accounts, an unregenerate ftate is fitly reprefented to 
us under the notion of death. 

In a word, we may fay with propriety of every un- 
converted finner, as the apoftle does of thc perfon 
who lives in imnure pleafures, " that he is xlead 
* c whilc he lives ^ dead in fin, and ignorant of the 
valuable purpofcs for which he reccived exiftcncc. 

2. He is virtually under a fentcnce of eternal death. 
As we commoniy fay of a criminal condemned to tiie, 
that he is a dead man 5 fo it may well be faid of an 
impenitent finner, that he is dead ; dead in the eye of 
the. law, as being condemned by its juft fentencc. 
Thus it was with Adam, when by.his nrft tranfgref- 
fion he incurred that dreadful curfc ; " Jn the day 
f ( thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt furely die." Thu>, 

alfo, 
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alfcv it is with every individual of his pofterity, while 
unrenewed in their minds. Accordingly, our Sa- 
viour fpeaks of every unbeliever as condemned al- 
ready ; and as one 011 whom the wrath of God does 
a&ually abide : " The wages of fm is death." And 
finners, as the apoftle emphatically exprefles it, are * 
the children of wrath, heirs of mifery and deftruc- 
tion ; fubjeft to the agonies of the fecond death, and 
expofed to the lake that burneth for ever with tTre and 
brimftone ; living only by reprieve, and liable every 
moment, at the pleafure of the Sovereign, to be called 
out to execution. And this is the condition, not 
merely of the moft profligate and abandoned, but of 
evcry fihner without exception, while he continues. 
impenitent and unconverted. 

But farther : a finner before his converfion, is here 
reprefented not only as dead, but as loft. In which 
expreflion, there feems to be an allufion to the pa* 
rable of the loft fheep in the beginning of this chap- 
ter. A fliecp, when it ftrays from the fold is faid to 
be loft ; and with fufficient propriety, for it is then 
ufelefs and unprofitable to the owner, and befides is 
111 danger of perifhing, by becoming the prey of fome 
wild beaft. 

Now, in both thefe fenfes, an unconverted finner 
may be faid to be loft. 

(1.) He is loft to the fervice of God his rightful 
owner. What the apoftle fays of one finner before 
his converfion, that " in time paff he was unpro- 
" fitable," may juftly be faid of impenitent finners 
in general. Though they havcmany talents commit- 
ted to them, many privileges and opportunities put 
into their hands, yet thcy are negligent and flothful ; 
like the unprofitable fervant in the parable, they hide 
their talent in a napkin, and ftand all the day idle inw 
God's vineyard. Hence they are reprefemed in fcrip» 
ture, as cumberers of the gTouncL They are com- 
pared to briers and thorns which are mifchievous, or 

al 
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*t lcaft unprofitable : nay, they are faid tobe treestwice 
dead, plucked up by the roots. The light of the gof- 
pcl fhines round about them, the hcavenly dew de- 
fcends upon them in a greater or lefs quantity ; but 
all to no purpofe, unlefs, by their own finful abufe, to 
render them more and more unfruitful. Thus they 
are ldft to the fervice of God, to the good of others, 
and to the iafety and happinefs of their own fouls. 
And what then can they in reafon expeft, but to have 
that dreadful fentence pronounced upon them ? " Caft 
" ye the unprofitable fervant into outer darlcnefs; 
€t there (hall be weeping and gnafiiing of teeth (a)" 
- (2.) He is loft, as being every moment in danger 
of periftiing for ever. The father of ilie prodigal 
reckoned his fon loft, when he wandercd from his 
obfervation, and abandoned himfelf to his own pur- 
fuits : much morc may we reckon an impenitent fin- 
ner loft. For, having wilfully departed from God, he 
forfeits his care and proteclion : and being thus left 
to himfelf ; being, as the Pfalmift exprefles it, " given 
" up to his own heart's luft/' he wanders in his own 
counfels, and is every moment in daneer of plunging 
into endlefs mifery. Like a benighted traveller, 
whofe way is near pits and fnares, and who has no 
able guide to direft him 5 every ftep he takes is at the 
peril of his life. Nay, he runswith fatal precipitancy 
in the way marked out for him by Satan, or by hts 
own corrupt hearfc And what will the end of thefe 
things be ! Surely the way in which the finner walks, 
leads down to the gulph of endlefs mifery ; for indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguifli, fhall bc 
the everlafting portion of every foul that doth evil. 

This, then, is the deplorable cafe of the finner be- 
fore his converfion. He is deftitute of fpiritual life, 
and bound over by his guilt to cternal death. He it 
loft to the fervice of God his rightful owner, and e- 
ttry moment in danger of perifhing for ever. 

^0} MaXt. xxv. 30. 
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Xl. I now cbme to prefeitt to vou a more bright 
and defireable fccne, the happy cnange produced in 
the finner'6 ftate and pra&ice upon his converfion. 
4C He that was dead is made alive again, and he that 
4 * was loft is found." 

1. He that was dead, is now made alive ; that is, 
he is reftored to fpiritual and divine lifc, and thtreby 
raifed to the hope of eternal life. 

(1.) The finner, upon his converfion, is reftored to 
fpiritual and divine life. Jle that was formerly a na- 
tural man, is now made fpiritual and alive to God. 
He that by fin was a child of ihe devil, is now made 
a child of God. As it ,was faid of Caleb, that he had 
" another fpirit with him (a) •" fo may it juftly bc 
faid of a real convert, that he is a man of another 
fpirit, being quite altered and changed from what hc 
was before. His underftanding, that formerly was 
4)1 ind and infenfible, is now, in fome meafure, faving- 
ly cnlightened* The ftubborn and rebellious will is 
rendered obedicnt and fubmiflive to the will of God. 
The affections that before were difordcrly, impure, 
and fenfual, are now elevated to heavenly objc&s. 
His great conflicl: is agajnft the jcmains of fin^ thtf 
fnares of life, and the oppofition of Satan in his ChrU 
ftian xrourfe. His heart breathes afrer God, and Ckrift 
and holinefs ; and the chief ftudy and bufinefs of his 
life is to watyc in a manner becoming the gofpel. In 
a word, he nowlives, not to himfelf, but to God ; he is 
quickened from his death in fin, and recovered to a 
holy and heavenly life. . And, 

(2.) He is thereby raifed to the hope of eternal life. 
For thofe principles of holinefs implanted in his foul, 
are the feed of a. blefied-immortality. m According- 
ly, thej are repreferitedby our Saviour, as a well of 
water lpringing up to everlafting life. A finner, upon. 
his converfion, has the Spirit within him, as a fure 
pledge and earneft of his future inheritance. That 
* F fpirituaj 
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fpiritual light fet up in his mind, is to him the dawn- 
ing of eternal day ; that grace fown in his heart, » 
»s the bud of eternal glory ; and that inward peacc 
which he enjoys, is the firft-fruits of eveilafting hap. 
pinefs. Nay, he has fometimes thofe lively foretaftcs 
of heaven, thofe refrefhing views of the bettcr coun- 
try, which in appearance carry him for a while above 
the world, enable him to rejoice. in hope, aod eren 
to long to depart and be with Chrift. Hence, he that 
was once dead, dead to all £omfortable hope, as well 
as dead in fin, may now be truly faid to be made 
alive. 

But, 2. Upon the cohverfion of a finner, he that 
was loft is now found. He is found, 

(1.) In refpe& of God, to whofe fervice he rc- 
turns. 

Formerly, he was as a ftieep going aftray, but he if 
*iow rcterned to the compaffionate Shcpherd and Bi- 
Aop of fouls. FormerJy, he was under the dormnion 
ef fin, and tyranny of Satan ; the power of luft was 
predominant in him, and led him captive at its pdea- 
ftire : but now he is recovered from this miferable 
bondage, and devotes himfelf to the fervice of his 
God. Formerly, the current of hxs dcfires run 
ftrong toward fome worldly good 5 but now tbe lan* 
guage of his heart is, " Whom have I in heaven bnt 
m thee ? and there is none upon earth that I defire 
m befules thee : Lord, lift upon me; the light of thy 
* countcnance." Formerly, the powers o? his jnind 
were alienated from God, md direcled to the gratifi- 
«ation of his lufts; but they are now dedicated to 
thz honour of his God, and employed in his praife. 
In a word, " As he is not now hisown, but bought 
m with a price, he glorifies God io his body, andifl* 
u his fpirit, which are his (£)/* 

(2.) Ifc r efpe& of his own true advantage. Far 
now htfflplucked as a brand out of the fee^ he k 

refcued 
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refcued from thc flavcry of fin. Nay, God himfelf 
vouchfafes to give him his lovc and favour ; he is 
brought undfcr the care of his indulgent providence ; 
he enjoysthe conducT: of his grace 5 and is now there- 
forc likely to be fafe for ever in his heavcnly kingdom. 
Hc is become, in a word, one of thofe fheep, con- 
cerning which our Lord tells us, that cc hc knows 
lc themy and will give unto them eternal life ; that 
u they (hall never perifli, neither fhall any pluck them 
« c out of his hands (r)." 

Thus you fee the happy ftate of a finner uppn hi» 
converfion, the comfortable change produced in his - 
circumftances. He that was dead in fin, and under 
the curfe of thc law, is now made aiive to God, and 
reftored to thc hope of eternal life. He that was loft 
Jo the fervice of God, and cvery moment in dangex 
of perilhing, is now brought home to the fold of 
Chrift, and under his carc fhall be for ever fafe. 

• But, Laftly> This is mentioned in the text as a jufti-" 
fiable ground of the higheft joy. cc Let us eat anct 
w be merry : for this my fon was dead, and is alive 
*" again ; hc was loft, and is found." 

Now, this will bc evident, if we confider either the 
glory that thereby redounds to God, or the benefit and 
happinefs which accrue to the converted finner him- 
felf. - * 

1. The converfion of a finner will apperar to be * 
folid ground of the higheft joy, if ' we confider thc 
glory which by that means redounds to the Almighty. 
The advancement of the divine glory is certainly thc 
moft juftifiable ground of jby. And nothing furely 
is more eminently conducive to this, than a finner'* 
converfion : for tlris is the work of God himfelf; a 
work which, above all others, manifefts the glory of 
hrs infinite mercy and oninipotcnt grace. Hence, it 
13 fpokcn of in fcripture as that which (hows^thc ex~ 
cccding greatnefs of his power, aad thc glory and 
X F a riche* 
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riches bf his gracc. By this means, Chrift ©btakt 
thc moil glorious triumph ovcr his enemics, and c- "J 
re£ts his thronc on the ruins of Satan's «mpire. By 
this means, tfoere is one fubjeft more added to bis 'J 
.kingdom, and one chiid to his family ; one morc, in ij 
whofe faJvation the virtue of ChrifVs atonement fhall ' 
be difplayed, and the viclorious influence of his gracc 
for ever magnified. By this means, in a word, onc ; 
Iheep more is added to the fold of Chrift, and one 
member to his myftical body, whofe future dignity ; 
and happinefs fhall be an acceflion to the glory of his 
exalted Head and Lord, when he comes to be glori- 
f.ed in hib faints, and admired in them that bcHevc. 
And furely, when the giory of God and thc Rc- 
deemer is fo highly advanced by a finner^s converfion, 
this is, and will be,. ground of real joy to cvery finccrc 
bcliever. 

2. This will appcar, if wc confider thc bcnefit and 
happinefs that thereby accrue to the jinner himfelf. 

Chriftian charity fhould difpofe us to defire thcwcl- 
fare and happinefs of others, and to welcome thc tid- 
ings of it with unfejgned joy. Now, the converfion of 
a finner is the greateft blefling he can be poflefled of; 
it is a favour in which the falvation of his foul is con- 
cerned, and a mercy unfpeakably grcater than can be 
conceiyed : for by means of it, he that was dcad ifl 
fin and under the curfe, is now.made alive to God; 
jftid hc thit was loft, is happily found. And furely, 
if the -temporal good of others be the grbund of joy, 
much more fhould iheir fpiritual and eternal weliarc. 
Is it matter of joy when a difeafed patient is recover- 
ed, and a miferable captive fet at liberty i and fhall 
we not rejoice wlien a dead finner is rcftored to fpi- 
rituaL-Hfe, when a flave of Satan is Vedeemed from 
his wretched bondage, and a child gf wrath becomes 
an adopted child of God, and heir of heaven ? This 
we are tolcl is a fubjeft of the higheft joy to the blcf- 
fed angels above ; for there is joy in heaycn over onc 

finncr 



Ser. 16. mjujl Cauftef Jiy. ^ 

finner Aat repenteth : And if thcfe bcnevolent fpirit* 
rejoice at the converfion of a finner, it bccomes Us t<K 
do fo Ukcwife. 

It now only remains that we bring home what ha* 
been faid to your confciences, by a particular applica- 
tiop. 

I would, \ft, Addrefs myfelf to unconverted fin- 
ners. And oh that I knew What words to choofe, or 
what arguments to urge, that might poffibly prcvait 
with you. 

(1.) Reflect ferioufly upon the mifery of your pre- 
fent ftatc. 

. You arc hcre rcprcfentcd as dead, dead in fin, arol 
under thc curfc. v Fhbugh you Hvc and acl: in a natural 
fenfe, and with refpecT: to the affairs of this world ; yer, 
with refpc£t. to thofe of your fouls and eternity, yoa 
are undcr the power of fpiritual death. Now, to con- 
vince you of this, look into your own hearts, and try 
if.thc following figns of fpiritual death do not belong 
to you. You have no fenfe or fecling of your mifery 
and danger ; no fuch fenfe, I mean, as theroughly to 
awaken you to fly to Chrift. the only remedy. Yon 
have no fpiritual motions towards Chrift, or thingfc. 
that are fpiritual, no breathings after communioa 
with God, and conformity to him : a fure fign of fpi- 
ritual death; for, were there a principle of life in your 
fouls, it would potnt towards heaven, and be in yoii 
a wcll of watcr fpringing up ta cverlafting life. You 
have no appetite for fpiritual food; you fayour jiot 
the things that bc of God •, nay, during the whole pe- 
riod of your lives, you can remain without any com*. 
munion between God and your foals : a thing that 
•ould never take place, if you were not fpiritualljr 
dead. You have no heat or rpiritual warmth in your 
afTe&ions to God and things above. Your hearts in«~ 
dced are warmed to the world by your lufts ; but how 
#oldanddead arc they towards Chxift and fpiritual. 
;Fj objecfcs $ 
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objefts ! And finally, you have no real concern for 
your own prefervation : the wrath of God hangs over 
you •, you are upon the very brink of deftru&ion ; 
and yet will make ufe of no means to avoid it. How 

£!ain is it, then, that your fouls are fpiritually dcad! 
fay, you are proceeding from fpiritual death to death 
cternal, being bound over thcreto by the righteot» 
fentence of the law of God, and every moment in 
danger of the execution of it. Now, if this be your 
dreadful condition, be not at rcft till you are made 
alive to God by Jefus Chrift. Of all things, the moft 
dreadful and lamentable is the death of thy precious 
foul. Awake, then, ye that are dead in fin ; arifej 
and Chrift will give you life. 

You are alfo reprefented as loft. With regard to 
all thofe excellent purpofes for which you were creat- 
cd, you are ufelefs and unferviceable to God. You 
have hitherto fruftrated thc defign of redeeming 
grace. Nay, you are eftranged from God, the flavei 
of fin, and in danger of eternal mifery. And is this 
a fituation in which you would wifli to continue ? I* 
this a ftate in which you caq reft fatisfied ? Will yott 
not open your eyes to fee your danger ? Will you not 
at laft come to yourfelves, and entertain ferious 
thoughts of returning to God ? 

a. Bc perfuaded then to return to God, that fo it 
may be faid of you, that though you were once dead* 
you are now alive ; though you were loft, you are 
now found. To perfuade you to this, lct meurge 
upon you the argument fuggefted in the tcxt. 

Confider what a foltd foundation of joy your con* 
verfion will be. The great God himfelf. will rejoice 
in it : He has no pleafure in the death of finners, 
but in their repentance and falvation. The bleffed 
angels will rejoice in it : It will be welcome news to 
them, if any of you arc delivered from the power of 
darknefs, and tranflated into the kingdom of God'i 
dcar 2>on. Thc childrcn of God, and the faithfii 

miniftcr» 
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minifters of Chrift will rejoice in it. Nay, lct me 
tell you, you yourfelves will have the greateft reafon 
to rejoicc in it, and will revicw this change in your 
aature and ftate with the higheft fatisfa&ion. 

I now cpnclude with a few advices to thofe whe 
are convcrted to God. 

i. Rejoice in your own converfion. Blefs God f 
and be thankful. Confider how important the favour; 
how few there are who partake of it ; and in the midft 
of how much oppofition his grace has laid hold on 
your fouls. 

2. Rejoicc in the converfion of others ; and let it . 
appear you do, fo by your earneft endeavours to pro- 
mote it. Labour to be the happy inftruments of turn* 
ing fome finner from the error of his way 5 for in 
confequencc of this, you will fave a foul from death* 
*nd coter a multitude of fins. 

Lafllfr Wifti and long for that bleffed world, where 
vour falvation fliall be complete, where Chrift, who 
18 your life, will receive you to himfelf, and make you 
dwell for ever in his immediate prefence. Amcn. 
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Jt came even to pafs f as the trumpeters and ftngers vjtrt 
as §ne, to make one found to be keard in praifing and 
thanhing the Lord ; and when they lift up their voic* 
nvith the trumpets and cymbals, and inftruments $f 
mpfic % mnd praifed the Lord % faying % For he is good y 

for his mercy endureth fcr ever : that tben the hcufs 
nvas filled with a cloud, even the houfe of the Lord; 

fo that the prhfts could not fiand to minifter by reafo* 
§f the cloud: for the glory of the Lord hadfilled tht 

ioufe of Godm 

* ■ ^HE day of Pentecoft excepted, when the Holf 
1 Ghoft made a vifible defcent upon the apoftles 
ofour Lord, we may 'confider this as the brighteft 
day with which the church was ever favoured. It i* 
impoflible to conceive the joy* the wonder, the ' ec- 
ftafy of thefe devout worfhippers, whfn they beheld 
the cloud, that well known fymbol of the Divine 
prefence, and faw thc temple fillcd with the glory o£ 
the Lord. Solomon himfelf, af we learn from the 
z8th vcrfe of the foUowing chipter^ was fo over- 

powercd ' 
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powcred with this extraordinary manifeftatieo, that 
he made a fudden paufc even after hc had begun lo 
pray; and like one doubtful whether he fhould bc- 
lieve the teftimony of his own fenf$s, abruptly afks 
the queftion, u But will God in very deed dwell with 
11 man upon earth ? Behold, heaven, and the heaven 
" of heavens cannot contain Thee : how much lefs 
" this houfe that I have built ?" 

From the laft chapter of Exodus it appears, that 
when the tabernacle was firft ere&ed in the Wildcr- 
nefs, God was pleafed to take vifible pofieflion of it, 
in a way fimilar to what is here recorded ; and the 
efFects, though not precifely the fame, had a very 
great refemblance fo thofe which we have now read. 
For we are there told, that " Mofcs the man of God, 
*' was not able to enter into the teut of the congrc^ 
€€ gation, becaufe the cloud abode thereon, and the 
u glory of the Lord had fiiled the tabernacle. ,, Here* 
howcver, the cloud not only filled the tabernacle, 
but the whole temple ; and the Divine prefence wa» 
difplayed with fuch glory and majefty, that the pricfti 
who ourned incenfe at the golden altar, were obliged, 
at leaft for a iHhe, to intermit the fervice. " Thcy 
€i could xtbt ftand to minifter by reafon of the cloud j 
" for the glory of the Lord had filled the houfe of 
M God. ,, 

It is uimeceflary to ojbferve to you, that fuch pom- 
pous and vifible manifeftations of the Divine prefence 
are not to be expc&ed in thc days of the gofpcl. 
The darknefs of the former difpenfation required 
thofc external aids, and rendcfed them not only de- 
fireable, but ufeful and neceflary. But now, whea 
the darknefs is difpelled, and the day-fpring from on 
high has vifitcd us, the great obje£U of faith being 
frecd from the thick vail of typcs and (hadows, ai- 
fe& thc mipd without the afliftance of our bodily 
fenfes, and make a deeper and tnore lafting impreflioa 
upon thc foul of the belkver than thc moft fplendid 

fcen«i 
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ficenes the cye could behold. Zion f s glory does not . 
now confift in outward pomp and magnificence, but 
in the fpiritual, though invifible prefence of her 
Ktng ; according to his own graciout promife, f< Lo, 
u I am with you alway, even to the end of the worW ; w 
and again, •*■ Where two or three are met together 
u in ray name, therc am I in the midft of them." 
When divine power accompanies the ordinances of 
teligion ; when thefe waters of the (an&uary are hn- 
pregnated with a healing and quickening virtue; 
when the fouls of believers are eniightened and puri- 
fied, revived and comforted by the ufe of thofe means 
which Chrift has appointed, then is the temple filled 
with his glory, and there is no nced of any vifiWe 
cloud to convince the devout worihipper thac God w 
with him. 

It has long been lamented, (would to God there 
was lefs caufe for it), that this gracious prefence of 
our Redeemer is fenfibly withdrawn from our pub- 
lic afiemblies. Wc have heard with our ears, and 
our fathers have told us what works the Lord did in 
their days, in the times of old ; how his fteps of raa* 
jcfty have been feen in the fan&uary, smd his arm re- 
vealed by its glorious effe&s, tuming the difobedient 
to the wifdom of the juft, enriching and beautifymg 
the fouls of his own people with righteoufnefe, peace 
and joy in believing. But, aias ! how is the gold be- 
come dim, and the moft fine gold changed ! Thefe 
blefled fruits of the ordinances of the gofpel are nov 
rarely to be feen, and there is too much ground for 
that complaint ; " The bellows are burnt, and the 
u lead is confumed of the fire ; the founder melteth 
u in vain, for the wicked are not pluckt away from 
u their wickednefs." Fcw, comparativeJy fpeaking, 
are now converted by the means of grace ; and cven 
among thofe few who have a name to live, the de- 
cayed and languid ftate of Chriftianity is too obferv- 
ablc to need any proof or illuftration. To what caufo 

then 
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then fhall wc impute this ? Is GocTs arm fhortened* 
that it cannot fave ? or his car heavy, that he cannot 
hear ? Is his mercy clean gone for evcr ? Doth hit 
promife fail for cvermorc? Hath the Lord forgot- 
ten to bc gracious ? Hath he in angcr . fhut up hi$ 
tendcr mercies ? No ; God is unchangeable, thc 
fame t*-day, ycfterday, and for ever, without any 
variablenefs or fhadow of turning. He is a rock ; hif 
work is perfeft, and all his ways are judgment \ % 
God of truth and inviolable fidelity. IThe blame 
therefore muft bc thrown entirely on ourfelves. Our 
iniquities have fcparated bctwcen God and us, and 
withheld good things from us. We do not cry to 
him with our h&rts. We do not ftir up ourfelves to 
call upon God. Our prayers are.cold and lifelefs, 
Our praifes languifh on our lips. We rufh on ordi- 
nances without any ferious preparation ; and are 
neithcr fuitably concerned to obtain the divine pro* 
fcnce, nor propcrty affe&ed when we mifs it. 

That this is *oo frequently the cafe, will not, can- 
not be denied. Our own obfervation and e&perlence 
muft cpnvince us of the truth of it. But may I not 
be allowed to hope, that many have come upon tbis 
occafion wkh ardent defires to behokl and admirc the 
beauty of the Lord, and to fecl the power of his 
graceia the fan&uary ? May I not hope that thcre is 
here a goodly nurober, who, ltke Mofes, have been 
pleading in their hour of private meditation, " I be- 
" feech thec, O Lord, fhow mc thy glory." 

And fince the paflage upoto which I am now dif- - 
courfing, afibrds matter of ufeful aod fcafonable in-> 
ftrn&ion ; as it not only relates an extraordina-ry ma- 
oifeftatibn-of the Divine glory to his ancient church, 
bitt ltkewife iuforms us bow the worfhippers were 
ejnployed at the time it was made : I think the in« 
ference is perfettly jnft and natural, that if we de-* 
fire.and cxped to fhare in their privikge, we ought, in, 

f<* 
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fo far as the difference of our circumftances vill p 

mit, to follow their example, and do what thcy <fii 

Obfcrve thcn, \ft % That the glory of God beganfr 

appear when the aflembly was employed in praiftai 

thankfgiving. This is a ftriking circumftancc, d 

deferves our particular attention. Much timeW 

been fpent in the folemn duties of anothcr U 

Numerous and coftly facrifices had been oifeied % 

even iheep and oxen, that could not be told fora» 

ber. But the ritual parts of worfhip wcre ali o* 

cluded before the cloud entered into the tenplfc 

God delayed to honour them with this token of Ui 

favour, till the fpiritual and heavenly exercifcofpnfc 

was begun. Praiie is by far the moft acceptaMef» 

vice in which we can be engaged. Of this W 

\ras fenfible, when he faid, " I will praifc theM* 

" of God with a fong, and willmagnify himwilfc 

" thankfgiving. This alfo fhall pleafe theLordb* 

,c tcr than an ox or bullock that hath horns «I 

" hoof*." Ilence God fo highly diftinguiflics A*. 

duty 0:1 the prefent occafion. Prayer is an expreffi* 

of our indi^ence and weaknefs. Thankfgmng » 

prefles our reliih of the fweetnefs of benefits receW 

But praife rifes above all temporal regard, and fr 

reftly terminatcs on the greatneis and amiablenefi of 

God himfelf. He loves our prayers, he lorts «J 

pcnitcntial tears ; but nothing deli^hts him fo fflt» 

as the cheerful adoration and praife of his peojk 

Nay, penitential tears are no etherwife availing, u* 

as they are expreflive of our purification from thefltt 

of fm. AIl the other duties of devotion are onJy mea* . 

of preparation for this fublime exercife. Thc hahj* 

tion of the bleffed continually refound with the hjp 

praifes of God. Hence the moft perfefl creatni* 

xn their moft perfeft ftate, have this for their 0* 

ftant and unwearied employment. Theyreftnotw 

nor nijjht, crying, " Holy, Holy, Holy, LorfG» 

«? AUmghty, wbich was, and is, and is to w» 
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Wc live too much in the negleft of this heavenly 
exercife, and this perhaps is one reafon that we enjoy 
fo little of heaven upon earth. Did we praife God 
more, he would give us greater <:aufe to praife him» 
But of 'this we feldom think. We afe anxious to fo- 
licit relief *rhen we are in dangefous br diftrefsful cir- 
:umftances : but how flowly do we return to give glo- 
ry t6 God ! Let me therefore intreat you, in all your 
iddrefles to the throne of grace, to give praife and 
rhanks theiT dne proportion. In days of humiliation* 
t>r in fome fpecial cafe of diftrefs, odr fins and our 
danger mayhrfve the greater fliare; but inordinarycafes* 
as much of our time otight to be -empioyed in humblc 
nnd thankful adoration of the Divine greatnefs and 
goodnefs, as in confeflion of our fins, or begging 
thofe fupplies whtch bur wants require. That excel- 
lent model of devotion which Chrift has left to his 
thurch, lays a folid foundation for this remark. It 
both begins and ends wirh adoration; and the threc 
ftttttions which are firft in ordef > dire£Uy relate to 
the advancement of God'3 glory. We are taught to 
jpray that his name may be hallowed ; his kingdonx 
Come ; and his will be done on earth, as it is in hea* 
ven ; befcrc we beg any thing for ourfelves in parti* 
culat. 

t If we defire to experiehce theDivine prefence, and 
fce the glory of God in the fan&uary, let us apply 
ourfelves to this high and heavenly work. The o<S . 
tafion of our prefent meeting, gives us a fair invita- 
tion to it. The great object which this day prefents 
to us, is the Lamb of God, that taketh away the fini 
of the world. In the facrament, we are to behold 
Chrift evidently fet forth as crucified before our eyes. 
And can we refrain from adoration and praife, whilft 
we contemplate Him, who is the brightnefs of the Fa- 
ther*s glory, and the exprefs iniage of his perfon ? 
Should we not rejoice and give thanks, while We are 
callcd to CQiiuwemorate the unfpeakaWe gift of Gocf 
IG ta. 
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to xnan ? Every Lord's day befpeaks our praife and 
thankfgiving : but the particular language of a com» 
munion Sabbath, is evidently this, " Let Ifrael re- 
4C joice in Him that made him. Let the children pf 
* c Zion be joyful in their King. Praife the Lord, for 
<€ it is gobd to (ing praifes to our God j for it is plea- 
* c fant, and praife is comely." 

2. It deferves our notice, that the fubjcft oif 
praife, which God honoured with this token of ac- 
ceptance, was his own goodnds and everlafting^mer- 
cy. And this is a moft encouraging circumftapcef 
for it informs us, m the plaineft manner, that God U 
beft pleafed with our praifes, when we adorc and ce- 
kbrate the perfeftions of his nature. . The fopg which 
the priefts were finging when the cloud cntered the 
temple, had none of that rhetorical .pomp» which a 
cold heart may borrow from a warm imaginatioo. It 
confifted of a few plain, but expreffive words i <f The 
4C Lord is good, and his mercy endureth for cvct ? 
And whilft rhey thus fung, the Lord caufed thei*»to 
feel the effe&s of that goodnefs whrch they pnt&i» 
And fhall not this fuccefs encourage us to follow their 
example ? They adored and celebrated thc Divine 
goodnefs, when the ark was brought into the fccmplc, 
yhich was only a typical reprefentation of the Mcffiah 
who was to come; and (hall we need apy folicitatifll 
to adopt their fong, who know that the mercy pio» 
mifed to the fathers, the confclatioh of IfraeJ^isal» 
ready come : efpccialiy when we atfcnd upon flwt 
facred ordinance, which is both a commemorationof 
-his paft fufferings, and a pledge of *his returuing 10 
complete our falvation. tiere, kideed, we have the 
brighteft difplay of the goodnefs and everlafting mcr- 
cy of God. God fo loved the worM« that hc gave 
his only begotten Son, that whofoever bclievctn in 
him (hould not perifh, but have everlafting lifc. God 
fent his Son, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him roight be faved. Gyr Great Re- 

deemer 
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deemer is the Kvelieft image of infinite goodhefs ; the 
mcfienger of.the moft aftonifhing and incomprehen- 
fible lovfc •, the purchafer of the moft ineftimable blef* 
fings that were ever revealcd to the fons of men- 
u Greater love than this hath no man, that a man? 
a . lay down his Hfe for hts friends." Can we doubt 
of'the Divine goodnefs after this coftly expreffion of 
it ? " He that fpared not his own Son*. but deliver- 
" ed him up for us all, how fhall he not with him» 
alfo freely give us aH things i n 

Behold, likewifc, the adorable perfe£tion ftrining 
through ,the l whole of that gracious covenant, of 
which this fecrament is an externalfeaL Thcre you 
mayfee fuch grcat and wonderful meraiesrglven frees- 
]y to finncrs, as may remove all your fufpicion of the*. 
Divine goodnefs and mefccy, and affbrd you conftant 
-matter of gratitude and praife. There ypu may fee 
how unwilling God is that finners fliould perifh. 
There you mayfee an a£k.of pardon and oblivionx 

Eanted upon the eafy and reafonable condition of 
litving, penitent, and thankful acceptancc. Thc 
-fins that men have been. commkting fbr many ycars 
together, their wilfui, heinous, highly aggravate* 
fihs* vt>u may there fee pardoned ; the enemies of 
•God reconciled to him ; condemned rebels favcd from 
QteU, and even brought into his family, and made his 
fons. What comfortable difcoveries are thefe ! The 
-fahits under the difpenfation of the Old Teftament 
faw them darkly through a vail* whereas we behold 
them with open face. God appears in his Son and 
: <covenant, to be not only good,. but Love itfelf. Le* 
ii4'then adore hirri in this amiable charader. Let us. 
give hira thc glory of all his perfe&ions ; but efpe^ 
cially, lct us praife him.with thankful hearts, becaufe 
he js good, ; and his mercy cndurcth forever. 
• 3. Anothef circumftance in the text that claims. 
-our attention, is, the ferioufnefs and fervour of this 
devout afiembly. It is faid, that they Ufted. up their 
2 G 2. VQice v 
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▼oice, and praifed the Lord. They exerted theirwhole 
ftrength and attivity, as if they had been sunbitious 
to fpend themfelves in this heavenly employment. 
Would we then obtain a token of the Divine acccpt- 
ance? Let us leam from their example, to feek it with 
a fervent and lively devotion. M Great is the Lord* 
fays David, " and greatly to be praifed-" Aecordingly, 
whcn he enters upon this iroportant duty, in the iojd 
Pfalm, he begins with a folemn addrefs to his own 
foul, u Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that ii 
4C within me, blefs his holy name." The devotioa 
of the foul, is the foul of devotion. It is the praif* 
and homage of the heart whkh God requires. If 
that is withheld, we have nothing elfe to offer him, 
that is worthy of his regard. We are defired to iore 
the Lord with all our hearts, and all our foul, with 
all our ftrength, and with all our mind *, and that 
which is the meafure of our love, ought alfe to bc 
the meafure of our pratfe. For it is as impofEble to 
exceed in the one, as in the other. As we cannot 
love him too much, neither can we praife him too 
highly. His greatnefs and his goodnefs infiniteJy 
furpafs all that our minds can concetve, oroux tongaes 
cxprcfs. 

4. Another circumftance which defenres particalar 
attention, is, the harmonv and unanimity of thefe dc- 
vout worfhippers. They were as one, to make one 
found to be heard in priufing and thanking the Lord. 
Thc importance of this circumftance will appear in * 
ftronger light, if we compare the paflage now before 
us with the extraordinary manifeftation at the day of 
Pcntecoft, which we find recorded in the 2d chaptcr 
©f Acis. When the apoftles were all with one accord 
211 one place, fuddenly there came a found frora he> 
ven, as of a mfliing mighty wind, and it filled aH 
the houfe where they were afle,mbled. Every one 
muft be fenfibJe, that thcre is a very ftriking refem- 
blance between thefe two illuftripu& events j and I 

cannot 
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cannot help thinking,, that thc unanimity and harmony* 
of the worihippera 011 both thefe occafions, is men~ 
tioned with peculiar emphafis as a diftinguifhing cha- 
ta&eriftic of thpfe religious afTemblies which God 
delights to honour with his prefence. We are told 
by jhe Pfalmift, that when " brethren dwell together 
" in unity, there God commandeth the blefling (a)" 
And our Lord lays fuch ftrefs. upon iwiity of afte&ion 
among his difciples, that he makes it an efifential qua- 
lification of an acceptable worfhipper. Nay, he tells. 
us, that where this is wanting, the pcrfon is unqua— 
lified for performing. any fervke plcafing tO God.. 
w If," fays he, " thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
" and there: remembereft that thy brother hath ought 
€< againft thee, leave there thy gift before the altar*. 
** and go thy way.. Firil be reconciled to thy brother,. 
€t and then come and offer thy gift (m)" 
- If fhis dodlrine of brotherly love has not an ofc» 
vious foundation in the text, yet I can hi*rdly think 
I need make any apology for mentioning it, feeing^ it 
has a broad foundation in other paffages of fcripture,. 
a-nd is ftriftly connefted with the great ordinance be- 
fore u$. The facrrament of the Supper, : is not only a 
folemn commeraoration. o£ our Saviour*s death^and af 
his wonderful love to finners of mankind •, but it was- 
likewife intendcd to be a badge of love and union a— 
mong his difciples. Of old, they who feafted upon* 
the famc facrifice laid afide all enmity,, and profefied 
to be knit together injove and frieridfhip. In lifce 
manncr, all who partake of theholy facrament, are 
fuppofed to be members of one body, united together 
under one liead, our LonJ Jefus Chrift. u The cup 
" of blefling, which we Mcfs," fays the apoftle, " is* 
"• it npt the communion of the blood of Chrift ? The 
" bread, which we break, is.it not* the communian 
" of the body. pf Chrift l? It would be monftrou& 
tao fee one member of the natural body hurting aiul 
2 G 3 deftroying^ 
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deftroylng another j and it is no lefi monftrous and, 

«nnatural for one member of Chrift's myftical body to 

be at variance with another ;. to fee thofe who partake 

ef the table of the Lord, at the fame time partakiflg 

of the table of Devils, by entertaihing hatred or ma- 

Iice in their hearts, by doing, or purpofing to do, or 

cven by wifhing, any hurtto their brethren in Chrift. 

Would we then claim the Divine prefence and Mef- 

fing in this folemn a&ion ? Do we expe& or defire 

that the King (hould fit at his own table, add impart 

to us the fruits of his favour and love : let us bc of 

one rnind \ and let us put on, as the elcft of God,. 

holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, hum- 

blenefsof mind, mecknefs, long-fuffering j forbear» 

ing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 

inan have a quarfel againft any 5 remitting. to others- 

their hundred pence, whiMt we plead with God» for 

the difeharge of our. ten thoufand talents. But the 

unity here fpoken of, feems more immediately to rc- 

fped their harmonious agreement irvthe great fubjecl 

cf their piaife. They made one fourioS t o be hea trf in 

praifing and thanking the Lord, faying, For he is gpod, 

and his mercy endurcth for ever. And when they thu* 

concurred with heart and voice in extollrag the mercj 

and goodnefs of God, the houfe was filled with a 

cloud. — That agreement in prayer has a migbry effi- 

cacy, appeart from that gracious promife, " I fay 

<€ unto you, th£t if two ofyou fhall agree on earth, 

" as touching any thing that they fhall afk, it fhall be 

. 4< done for them of my Father which is in heaven (a).* 

And my text aSbrds a convincing proof, that agrec- 

ment in praife, has an equal efficacy to bring the 

glory of God into the aflemblies of his people» We 

raay at leaft take encouragement from it to make the 

expcriment. We have been afking the Divine prc- 

fence by prayer ; let us go a little farther, and feek it 

by praifc and thankfgiving. 

Thc 

(#) Matlb. ifiii. 1$. 
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Thc Eucharift was the ancient narne of this facra- 

ment, which name inferms us, that the facramen- 

tal devotions of the primitive chriftians, confifted 

chiefly in the exercifes of praife which I am recom- 

mendingj and eertainly their exampieought fo have 

confiderable weight with us> Let none fay, I am a 

guilty creature, and therefore, fighs, and tears, and 

bpientatton, become me better than the voice of 

praife. For, if you are penitent, beUeving finners* 

if, defpairing of relief from any other quarter, you. 

have fled for refuge to Chrift, and-taken fan&uary in 

, his atonsng blood and facrifice, praife is not only law- 

ful, but a neceflary part of your prefent duty. The 

defign of your fedemption, the tenor of the gofpel- 

qovenant,: the glorious privilege» to which yt>u ftand: 

cntitled, all loudly demand this grateful return. " Ye 

" are a chofen generation, ,r fays the apoftle Pcter, 

H a royal priefthood, an hoty nation, a pecuKar peo- 

" ple i that ye ihould fhow forth thc praifes of Him 

* who hath called you out of darknefs into his mar- 

" veUous light (*)." 

But, alas, fays one, what is all this to me ? my 
harp muft ftill nang upon the willows $ for how fhall 
a wretched captive prefume to fing the fong of Zion? 
X)n my heart no evidences of grace are legible ; grief 
andifcar have fo thoroughly poflefled it, that no place 
for the love of God remains. How" thefc fhall I- lift 
up my voice, whilft my foul is caft down and difquiet- 
ed within me ? 

Now, to fuch I would anfwer in general, that Jet 
your cafje be as bad as you fuppofe, yet ftill you ha*e 
caufc to blefs the Lord. If you cannot thank him for 
his fpecial grace, yet furely you ought to praife hirr* 
for his unwearied patience, and thofe oflers of mercy 
which are daily tendered to you. BJefs him that you 
are ftill on earth, in the land of hope, and not con- 
fined.to the regions of everlafting defpair. Btit I 

muf^ 
■ i * (I) x Ftt. !L * 
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muft not ftop herc. Coxce forward to the light, thou 
dark, difcouraged foul ; and, in thc prefence of God, 
give an ingenuous anfwcr to the fcw foilowing qaef* 
tions. 

Thou complaineft of want of !ovc to God, and thy 
complaints indeed fhow, that thou enjoyeft not the 
immediate favour of God's countenance. But, i$ it 
not ftill a proof of your love to God, that you fecl 
t)ie want of his prefence, and earncttly defire the 
communication of his lovc ? A man who keenly par- 
fues the things of this world, difcovers'his love to 
them as convincingly ashe who rejoices in the full pof- 
feflion of them. The tendency of the heart, appeats* 
as truly in an anzious purfait, as ia delightful en- 
joyment. But, as the weaknefs of hope is often mif- 
taken for the want of defire, it is proper to confider, 
that your mourning for the abfence of God is a proof 
of your love. You evince your love for your friend*, 
by grieving for thcir death, no lefs- than by delight- 
ing ih them whcn alivc. If, when- you think God 
has forfaken you, you heartily lamcnt it as your 
grcateft unhappinefs and lofs, and believe that you 
are void of grace, and cannot love and honour him 
as you wouid,, this h an undoubted evidence, that 

irour hearts are not deltitute of the love of God.— 
♦arthcr, "Would you not rather havc a heart to 
lovc God, than all tlie pleafures and ricru.r, of the 
worJd ? Would it not comfort you more than any 
thing clfe, to be atrifred that he loves you, and that 
you could perfe&ly love and obey him ? lf fp, it is 
not thc want of love, but the want of aflurance, that 
caufcth this difquiet. And therefore,, I charge thee in 
the namc of God, to render unto.him the tribute of 
praife which is due. To be much employed in this 
ncavcnly excrcife, has an evident tendency to van- 
quifli all hurtful doubts and fears, by kecping the foul 
ncar to God, and within the influence ot hia love nnd 
gooducfsj by diflipating miftruitful"vcxing thoughts, 

and 
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and dire&ing the mind to more delightful employ- 
ment ; by keeping the Tempter at a diftance, who i» 
ufually leaft able to follow us, when we are higheft 
in the praifes of our God and Saviour j and efpecially 
by afFording evidence ef our fincerity*. 

Come, then, and make the experiment* Obey that 
voice which proceedeth out of the throne, faying, 
Praife our God, aU ye hi.s fervants,. and ye that fea* 
him, both fmall and great. Let no voice be wantiYig" 
on this folemn occafion *, but let us all be as one, 
praifing and thanking the Lord, whilft we comme- 
morate his goodnefs and everlafting love. And then 
*we may hope, that he will gra.ce our cbmmunion table 
with his prefence, und fill all his guefts with thc fufc* 
nefs of his houfe. 



S E R: 
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SERMON XXVIIL 

fN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST IN TH£ QRI>{- 
NANCES OF REItlOXON* 



MATT. Xviii. 20* 

Jftr tubere two $r tbret are eatbered togetkr in my namt> 
tbtre am J in tbe mtdfl ofthettu 

rTHHESE words arc our Lor<Tt promife to his dif- 
1 ctples, of his prefence with them, when em- 
ployed in focial worftnp. 

In the preceding -verfe he exprefsly aflures them* 
tkat if any two of them fhould agree together on 
earth conccrning any thing which they fliall afk 
in prayer, it (hould be done for them by his Father 
in heaven. This affuranee,. though it evidently rc- 
fers to a miraculous anfwer of prayer, is, howevcr* 
a powerful encouragement to Chriftians in evety fi* 
tuation, by joint prayer and fupplication, to makc 
their requefts known to God. And this plainly^ 
appears from thc*general promife fubjoined in thc 
teXt ; " For where two or three are gathered together 
" in my name, there am I in the midft of them.* 

In thefe words we have an explicit -appointment of 
public worftiip* It is here evidently fuppofed, that 

Chriftian* 



8cr. 28* in the Qrdinances ef Rtligiin. 34 j 

Chriftians ought to meet together for prayer and o* 
ther a&s of devotion. This is the will of Chrift, thc 
King and Head of the charch ; and abfolutely necef* 
fary for the honour of God, and for prefcrving a fenfe 
of religion in the worfd. 

In thefe words we are alfo dire&ed to thc mannet 
In which we ought to meet together for public wor- 
(hip. It is in the name of Chrift ; that is, from a re* 
jjard to his autfrority, and in humble dependence on 
bis righteoufnefs and grace ; for he is the way, the 
truth, and the life ; and no man cometh to the Fa* 
iher but by him. The narne of Chrift is that pre* 
cious propitiating name, which, like the incenfe un* 
ierthe law, muft Derfume our fpiritual facrifices, airi| 
render them atceptable to God. 

And we have, laftly, an exprefs aflurance of his 
prefence with us, as an encouragement to meet to- 
gether in the name of Chrift : " Where two ojf 
c< three, 3> fays he, u are gathered together, iri my 
M name, there am I in the midft of them.* In this 
expreffion there feems to be an allufion to the cuftom 
in the Jewifh affemblies of the prefident^s fitting in 
the midft, where he might equally hear, and be heard 
by all. In like manner, fays our Saviour, will I 
be prefent, in the midft of my faints and people» 
whea afTembled together in my name. By whicH 
U is evident, we are not merely to underftandchis efc 
fential prefenceas God, which ecfually extends toali 
nlaces ; but a promife of his fpecial and gracious pre- 
iencc with his church and people, in their religioua 
afiemblies. 

in difcourfing farther on *his fubjeft, We propofe* 
fcy Divine afliftance, Firft, To confider what this pre* 
fence of Chrift is, which ishere promifed. Secondly^ 
We (hall endeavour to eftablifli the truth of the doo» 
trine, or (how you, that Chrift is really, though in» 
vifibly, prefent with his pccjple in ordinapces : And 
y then 
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then conclude with fome praftical improven 
Wc propofe, 

I. To confider what this prefence of Ch 
which he promifes fhall be with his people 
frorihip and ordinances. 

And this prefence is nothing elfe but the 
nnd powerful operation of his Spirlt, accomp 
his word and ordinances, and rendering then 
tual for quickening and fanftifying, ftrengt 
Smd comforting the fouls of his people. Thefl 
time when the church en joyed the prefence of 
Upon earth ; when, as the evangelift exprdfo 
dwelt among them, and they beheld his glory; 
they faw him with their eyes, and heard thegi 
words that proceeded from his lips. Tlus pi 
of Chrift was a fingukr comfort to his difciple 
therefore they were greatly affli&ed when it i 
be taken away. But, having finifhed the wi 
redemption by his death, and given them the 
inconteftible proofs of his refurreftion, it i 
longer neceflary that it (houlcl be continued. t 
he liimfelf tells his difciples, cc it was eipcdie 
cc them that he (hould go away (a)" Accori 
he left the world, and afcended to the Fathcr, ' 
the heavens muft receive him, until the times < 
reftitution of all things. But though Chrift bj 
abfent in body, though he be now gone to mi 
within the vail, and, as the exalted Head of hisct 
to take care of her intereftsin : the higher houfe 
he has promifed, and fent the- Spirit to fiippj 
place in the church ; and by Him he is ftill graci 
prefent with his people. 

And what an invaluabfe mercy fs this! wh 
endcaring inftance of his care and affeflionfe 
people 1 tfor t hfe prefence of Chrift by his Sj 
a* that whieh gives the ordinances of the gofpd 1 

b< 

{*) JoYroxrt. 1% 
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ty and glory, their power and eflkacy, thcir fta* 
r and continuance. 

Their beauty and glory. Hence we fo frequent- 
ad in fciipture of the beauty of the Lord, and 
lory in the fan&uary. In thefe expreffions there 

fevident allufion to the ark of the covcnant, the 
>ol of the Divine prefence in the days of the 
(h church. The prcfence of Chrift is the fource 

which hts ordinances derive all that beauty and 
^of which they are pofiefled. Of thefe qualitier 
are completely deprived bv the removal of hit 
t, During the abfence 01 his Spirit, they re- 
le a body which the living principle ceafcs to 
ate. They retain their beauty no loflger. Ia 
?r when the fun retires, the herbs wither, 
rees eaft their Jeaves, and nature aflumes a me- 
loly appearance; In like manner, when the Lord 
iraws his prefence, the beauty of Zion depart* 
her. But when he returns in mercy, and pours 
js Spirit upon his ordinances, there is a pleafant 
g of religion ; and glory dwells in our land. 
From this fpiritual prefence of Chrift, the or- 
tces q( the gofpel likewife derive their power and 

the waters of the poql of Bethefda were defti- 
>f their healing virtue, except when the angel 
nded and troubled them 5 fo, when this mini- 
m of the Spirit is wanting, the word and facra- 
5, thofe waters of the fancluary, are wholly un- 
i&ive of any faving influence. Paul indeed may 
t Apollos may water, but God alone can givc 
icreafe. The ordinary means of grace may a- 
fi your natural powers, and caufe a fhaking a- 
; tne dry bones j but it is the Spirit of Chrift 
nuft breathe into them the breath of life. And 
:afon of this is plain : Ordinances a& not as na- 
md neceflary, bat only as inftituted means, which 
2 H arer 
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are fuccefsful or not, according as Chrift by his Spirit 
operates with them. 

Lqftlj) This fpiritual prefence of Chrift gives thc 
ordinances of the gofpel their ftability and conti- 
xiuance. 

That God is in the midft of her, is not only in a 
peculiar manner the glory of Zion ; it. is likewife 
the foundation on which her ftability rcfts. Werc 
the Spirit of God to be withdrawn from ordinances, 
in a little time the ordinances themfelvcs would be 
Kkewife withdrawn. When the Lord of glory de- 
parted from between the Cherubims, when the dif- 
fnal voice was heard in the temple, " Let us go 
•* hence ;" how foon was both the temple and city de- 
firoyed ! Or, if the ordinances fhould be fuffered to 
remain with a people, after the Spirit is withdrawn: 
their continuance, in that cafe, would be of no advan- 
tage ; and inftead of proving the happy means of 
cjuickening and converfion to finner^ they would 
only retain a killing and hardening power, by which 
thev would prove the favour of death unto death. 
Jiiftly, therefore, might the Lord fay to his ancient 
pcople, <c Wo alfo to them, when I depart firom 
u them (m)" How much reafon then bave we to 
be afraid, left, by our unbelief and contcmpt of 
the gofpel, we banifh the prefence of Chrift fyota 
amongft us, and provoke him at laft to remove cven 
our candleftick out of its place. — We propofed, 

II. To confirm the truth of the do&rine, or fliow 
you, that Chrift is really, though invifibly, prefent 
with his people in ordinances. 

This is a truth, which, howevcr much difcredited 
by the enemies of religion, none, 1 hope, wiil deny, 
who acknowledge the authority of the hply fcriptures. 
It is evident from declarations in thefe fcriptures, 
from the many precious promifcs to this purpofe, 

from 
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r rom thc conftant experience of thc faints, and from 
he fupernatural effc&s which the ordinances produce 
on the fouls of men. 

1- From exprefs fcripture- declarations. In thc 
^ook of Pfalms, God is faid to be in the midft of 
Zion ; the Church is called his reft, his chofen habi- 
tation, and the phice where his honour dwells. And 
in the fame book his prefence is compared to ariver, 
;he ftreams whereof make glad the city of God. 
When the Spoufe, full of longing affe&ion, defires 
to know where (he may meet her Beloved, " Tclt 
lc mc, w fays fhe, €< O thou whom my foul loveth, 
fc where thou feedeft, where thou makeft thy flocks 
" to reft at noon ; M he dire&s her to the public or- 
dinances : <c If thou knoweft hot," fays he, <c O 
l< thou faireft among womcn, go thy ways forth by 
lt the footfteps of the flock, and feed thy kids befidc 
lc the fhepherds tents («)." Hencc alfo, the Church 
18 ftyled the place of his feet, in allufion to the ark, 
wrhich is called God's footftooh And to mention no 
more, Chrift is defcribed in Revelations, as walking 
n the midft of the feven golden candlefticks, that is, ht 
lis churches, in the aflemblies of his faints. Thither» 
rherefore, the believer goes to meet with him, expeO- 
ng the cleareft difcoveries of his glory, and the moft 
ielightful manifeftations of his love. 

2. From the precious promifes to this purpofe re- 
:orded in facred fcripture. Many promifes of this 
«nd are inferted in the Old Teftament, and they en- 
rich and adorn the New. How exprefs and encou- 
raging i$ that promife to the people of Ifrael. cc In 
c all places whcre I record my name, I will come to 
c my people and blefs them (*)•" Has ht not pro- 
nifed, that he witi beas the dew to Ifrael ; that he will 
>our water upon him that is thirfty, and floods upon the 
iry ground ; and that in confequence of this, hi* 
Deopie (hali be willing in the day of his power ? Ia 
2 H 2 thc 
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of time. " And lo, I am with you always 
our Saviour himfelf, u cvcn unto thc end 
41 world." Upon this promife we may flcdfa 
ly ; for it is the promiie of thc faithful Witnefs 
xnay not every believer plead with him in thc 
of the Pfalmift \ " Remember thy word un 
4t fervant, upon which thou haft caufed mc tol 
3. From the expeiience of all thofe whohafcl 
ly drawn nigh to him in thc ordinances of publ 
4hip : and though this fa£t bc little regarded b 
who are ftrangers to its truth, yet to the nu 
has ezpcrience of it, and tafted that the Lord 
cious, it will carry more convidion than tcn tli 
argumcnts. And, blefled be God, thereisac 
witncfles to atteft this facred truth. How 
while waiting upon him in his ordinances, k 
their minds enlightened, their fcars difpelle 
thcir ftrength rencwcd ! Thc hiftory of thc C 
in fonncr ages, abounds with teftimonies totl 
pofc. Your time would fail me to mention t 

5>eriences of David, Afaph, and othcr Old Tcf 
aints ; of whom it may be juftly faiJ in g 
41 They havc fccn thy goings, O God, evcnthe 
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And may I not even appeal to the experience o( 
many in this affembly ? Chriftians, are you not now 
faying, " I was in darknefs, but I went into the fanc* 
" tuary* and there the LortTvouchfafed to give me 
u light; I was dead in fin, and there he quickened. 
:< and raifed me to a Divine life ; I was rhourning 
* and defpairing, and there I found a word of com- 
' fort, and of facred joy ?' r Nay, have you not fome-; 
rimes been made to fay of his drdinances, as Jacob 
Jid of Bethel ; " Surely the Lord is in this place ^ 
" this is none other but the hbufe of God ; this is 
lf ' the gate of heaven ?" — Whatever a blirvded world* 
ririay fay, you can no more doubt the reality of Chriifs* 
prefence with you in ordinances, than you can doubt. 
the fun fhines, when you fee his light, and fcel the. 
warmth of hisbeams. 

Lnjll^ From th6 fupernatural effe&s, which the 
ordinances produce on the fouls of men, 

Whence is-it> that the fecure finner is awakened* 
and* the fpiritually dead raifed to life ? Havc the or* - 
dinances any-power in themfelves to produce fuch ef- 
fe&s ? Or can the ableft and holieft minifters render . 
them effe&ual ? Can the-vanifhing breath of a dying 
man infpire fpiritual life into the fouls ©f; others r * 
Can he fearch the confcience, break the heart; and , 
bow the will at his pleafure h No ; the ordinances ; 
in themfelves are but a dead letter, till theliving Spi*- 
rit infufe his quickening influencesr-and though a* 
Paul fhould plantj and an Apollos water* it is God ! 
alone that can give the increafe. Le£ us- therefore ••• 
earneftly pray for this prefence and operation o£ Chrift ' 
with his ordinances* that it may be ftlid from trme to » 
time, " This .• d thatrflan was born there (a). n . 

B»t not to infift on-thefe particulars* I>fhallonIy • 
mention a few of thofe graeious efle£ts which the.pre- 
fence of Chrift with his peopte, orhis drawing nigh^ 
to thcmin ordinance^ leavea-oa thekfpirits%- 

2 H j, Aadi 
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And the firft I (hall mention, 13 thc experience 
which is rivcn thcm of fpiritual joy. Thus wc find 
it was with the pious Pfalmift ; " Becaufe thy loving- 
" kindnefs " fays he, cc -is bettcr than life, my lips 
<c (hall pndfe thee («)." No fooner had the church 
found him whom her foul loved, than immediatel? 
fhc crics out, cc I am my Beloved's, and my Belored 
" is mine : he feedeth among the lilies-** And what 
is this but a foretafte of celcftial happincfs, the firft 
fruits of that joy, the fulnefs whereof is refened 
for hcavcn ? 

a. They find themfelves more deeply humbled un» 
dcr a fpiritual fenfe of their own depravity. Thii 
■was the effe& it had on Job. cc I have heard of 
<c thce," fays he, " by the hearing of the ear 5 but 
« c now minc cye fceth thce : whercfore I abhor my- 
€C felf, and repcnt in duft and afties.'* And when 
the prophet Ifaiah had feen rhe glory of the Moft 
High in the tcmple, and the Seraphim covering their 
faces, and crying one to another, cc Holy, Holy, 
* c Holy, is the Lord of Hofts," he difcovers the tem- 
per of his mind in this moving and beautiful lamen- 
tation v " Wo is me, for I am undone, becaufe Iam 
* ( a man of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have feen 
« c the King, the Lord of Hofts." 

3. They find a mighty ftrength and power a&uat- 
ing and enlivening their graces. At other timesthey 
are in a dead and lifelcfs frame •> their faith is weak> 
their hope is languifhing, and their duties. pcrformed 
in a cold and formal manner •, but no fooncr is Chrift 
prefent with them by his Spirit, rhaa their bondsare 
loofed, their hearts are enlarged, and the flame of 
facred affccYion is kindled in their fou »3. Thus, when 
the two difciples at Emmaus recolle&ed what paf- 
fcd in their journey, while thcir Lord was converfing 
withthem; " Did not our hearts," faythcy, u burn 
** within us, whHe he talked to us by the way, and 

« opcaed 
WmUiiL* 



Ser. a8. in the Ordinances cfRtfigitn. 25S 

" opcncd to us thc fcriptures ?" Then, indeed, the 
Chriilian knows the meaning of that expreflion, " Myr 
«* foul followcth hard after thee, and runs in the path 
u of commanded duty with cheerfulncfs and delight."' 

4. ChrifVs prefence with his peoplc in ordinances». 
produces a remarkable change in their temper and 
Jpirit* It leaves the mind more rcfined and abftraft- 
ed from grofs material things, and transformed into 
thc image of God. As, when Mofcs came down from 
the Mount, his face was obfervcd to fhine ; fo, when 
the belicver is admittcd to communion with Chrift, 
this neceffarily produces on him a refemblancc of his 
perfciftions, and by that means improves and bright- 
ens the Divine image within him. By evcry approach 
he makes to God, and evcry experience ne obtain^ 
of his prefence, he bccomes more and morc like him, 
and retires with fomething that adds beaury to his 
foul. Thus, as the apoftle expreffes it, " While we 
" all, with open face, bchold as in a glafs thc glery 
** of the Lord, we are changed into the fame image 
a from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord." 

Lajlly % They expericnce more vehement longings 
after the full enjoyment of God. For having learned 
that the Lord is gracious, and tafted, as it were, the 
firft fruits of heaven, they are a&uated with the moft 
ardent defires to attain the full fruition*. Inftead of 
confidering the moft elcvated lot in thc world as their 
portion, they cry out with Simeon, when he had 
Chrift in his arms, " Now, ietteft thou thy fervant 
" depart in peace*, for mine eyes have fecn thy fal- 
u vation : M Or with the Pfalmift, " O that I had the 
" wings of a dove, that I might fly away. from thi$ 
" poiluted, this unquiet world, and be at reft." 

It now only remains to make fome pra&ical im- 
provement. 

1. How awfully folemn is every part of gofpel 
worfliip i as in it we are concerned^ not with men a- 

lone. 
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lone, but with Chrift himfelf, who is a£hially pre- 
fent ! Happy were ir, if, under this confideration, 
you received the word which we preach, as the The£ 
falonians did, not as the word of man, but as the 
word of God. For then it would work effe&ually in 
you, as it did in them. But, alas ! our apprehenGons 
of the word are weak and feeble^ The- greatcr part of 
gofpel-hearers come to judgc the ability of the fpeak- 
«r, rather thaft to have their minds inftruded, their 
confciences fearched, their lufts mortified, and thcir 
lives reformed : and hence it is, that the gofpel meets 
with fo little fuccefs. But if you would only confi* 
der that Chrift himfelf is prefent in ordinances, and 
that you havc to do with him whofe eyes are as a 
flame of fire \ how would this reprefs your vain and 
wandering thoughts, and difpofe you to be ferious ! 
Suppofe you faw the angels of heaven miniftering 
around you, and narrowly obferving your behaviour; 
would not this glorious appearance overcome your 
minds, and make you afhamed to trifre in the worfhip 
of God ? *Nay, the prefence of an earthly monarch 
would compofe us to reverence; how> rftuch more 
then ought vre to be compofed, when we confider 
that we are inthe prefence of the great God, who is 
infinitely juft and holy, who knows our moft fecret 
thoughts, and will render to evcry man according to 
his works ! 

2. How precious are gofpel-ordinances, and what 
ardent affeftion fhould every •Ghriftian bear to them ! 
They are thc fpiritual walks of Chrift, the places of 
refort and interview between him and his people, 
where he affords them the brighteft- difcoverics of his 
glory, and the moft delightful experienee of his love. 
There your fouls firft met with Chrift j there your 
joy in him commenced ; and thcrc, fince that pe- 
riod, you have had many kind vifits from him, and 
much eomfortable communion. What reafon, then, 
havc you to prize and love the ordinanccs-of rcligion, 

aud 
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and attend them with,diligcnce ! This was the one 
thing the Pfalmift defired and refotved to feek aftcr % 
fur this, his foul panted with the utmoft vehemence j 
his.flefh thiffted, yeaj even fainted for the courts of 
the living pod. " The King," fays the Church, 
" hath brought me into his chambers $ we will be 
u glad andurejoice in thee ; we will rememfyer thy 
'* love more than wine." 

3. Let us highly prize and be thankful for this 
prefence of Chriit by his Spirit in ordinances. This 
is what he has exprefsly prornifcd and encouraged his 
people to afk and expeft. This is a blefling fuited to 
your prefent ftate ; and is indeed more needful and 
advantageous for you, than ChrivVs bodily prefence a- 
lone. It is the fpirit that animates ordinances, which 
otherwife would be empty (hadows and dry breafts ; 
and, by.them, coramunicates nourifliment, ftrcngth 
and comfort to our fouls. In a word, by this fpiri- 
tual prefence^ believers are prepar.ed for heaven, raif- 
ed to a well-grounded hope of it, and fometimes en- 
abled to rejoice withjoy unfpeakable and fulPof glory. 

4. What reafon have we to lament that there is 
now fo little of this Divine prefence experienced in 
ordinances ? May we not fay with thc Church of 
old, where is thy zeal and thy ftrength? and the yearn- 
ings of thy bowels to us-ward, are they reftrained ? 
Our fathers have told us what great things the Lord 
hath done for them in their day ; how he took to him 
his mighty powcr, and rode forth in glory and rna-* 
jefty } what admirable fuccefs attended thg preaching 
of the gofpel % and how remarkably the blefled fruits 
of it appeared in the hearts and lives of its profeflbrs. 
But, novv, alas! how little of this is to be feen? 
What a dead, . barren, and. backfliding time has it 
long been amongft us ! The goiden (howers have 
been reftrained 5 the influences of the Spirit fufpend- 
cd \ and the confequence has been, that converfions 
•^re rare aud dubious \ few fons and daughters ar« 

bora 
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born to God ; and the hearts of Chriftians are not fo 
quickened, warmed, and refrefhed under ordinanon . 
as formerly. In a word, God has been provoked ia 
a great meafure to withdraw his prefence, and to wite 
upon our afTemblies, Ichabod, " the glory is depart- 
,f ed. M And, O, what reafon have~ we to bcwail 
this ! and particularly to mourn for our fins, our 
unbelief and impenitence, our contempt of the gof- 
pel, our earthly-mindednefs and barrennefs under the 
means of gTace, which are the procuring caufes of it? 
For, as the prophet tells us, " The Lord's hand is 
u not (hortened that it cannot fave 5 neither is his 
€l ear heavy that he cannot hear ;" but our iniqiities 
have feparated between us and our God, and pmok* 
ed. him to hide his face frora us. 

5. What reafon, alfo, have we to lament that tiere 
are fo few amongft us, who ferioufly defire and plead 
for the return of Chri(l's prefence to ordinances? 
Few, alas, are faying with Mofes, " I befeech thee 
ihew me thy glory." The greater part of gofpel-hear- 
ers feem tobe infenfible of theix fpiritual wants ; nay» 
too many are blinded with felf-opinion. Likc the 
church of Laodicea, they imagine themfelves ricb* 
increafed with goods, and ftanding in need of nothing* 
Even real Chriftians themfelves, are apt to be fecure 
and flothful ; fo that we may almoft adopt the pro- 
phet's complaint againft the Jews of old, and apply it 
to ourfelves, f< There is none that calleth upon thv 
'* name, that ftirreth up himfelf to take hold of thee. \ 
And hence it is that there are fo few amongft us that 
arc fincerely thirfting for ChrifVs prefence in ordinan- 
ces * for weTe we duly fenfible of our need of it, and 
of our own blindnefs and mifery without it, we would 

Elead more ferioufly aud earneftly with him for thU 
lefling. 

Lojffy, Let me intreat and befeech you, that you 
would, with all ferioufnefs, and in the moft earneft 
manncr, plead with Chrift for tbe rcturn of his pre- 

fence 
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fencc to ordinances. Te that niake mention of the 
name of the Lord, ceafe not day nor night to impor- 
tune him, till he return and make Jerufalem a ptaife 
in the earth. Let us cry to him who is exalted, that 
he would pour out plentifully of his Holy Spirit upon 
his word and ordinances ; that he would yet grant us 
days of power from on high, and revive his work in> 
the midft of the years. ^nd O what happinefs would 
this produce amongft us ! Then, indeed, would mul- 
titudes be converted to Chrift, and the citizens of 
Zion abound : then would the daughters of Jerufa- 
lem rejoice, and be glad in their king* 

But efpecially, let us earneftly plead with Chrift 
for his prefence with us, when we are aflembled to- 
gether to celebrate the facred and auguft ordinance 
of the Supper. Say to him with Mofes, " I befeech 
" thee, (hew me thy glory j if thy prefence go not 
u with us, carry us not up hence." And to excite 
you to this, confider, that this is a blefling which 
may be obtained, as the experience of the faints inall 
ages abundantly teftifies. Confidcr, alfo, that it is^ 
abfolutcly neceflary, in order to your- profiting by 
the means of grace ; and that many and great advan- 
tages will refult to you from the enjoyment of this 
blefling. It will be a comfortable and fatbfying evi- 
dcnce that God loves you ; a blefled mean of tranf- 
forming you into his image. It will animate and 
ftrengthen you to perform the moft difEcuJt duties, 
and refift the moft powerful temptations ; and finally, 
it wili qualify and encourage you to come to the ho- 
]y ordinance of the Supper, of which we have fo near 
a pTofpea. 

Since, then, the prefence of Chrift in ordinances 
is a blef&ng that may be obtained ; fince it is fo abfo- 
lutely neceflary, and produdive of fuch ineftimable 
advantages ; let me again intreat you to pray and 
plead with him for it. And do this with deep hu- 
milil;y> under a becoming fenfc of your own unwor- 

thinefs , 
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rhinefs, and the greatnefs of the favour vliicb 
afk. Do it alfo in faith, depending entireV|0 
merit of Chrift*s righteoufnefs ; and finally, *tl 
neftnefs and fcrvency fuitabie to the vaiue of tk 
fog. 

And, if tou are thus humble, ferious, and 
tunate, in pleading with God •, He, who is th 
of prayer, will certainly regard the voice of y 
pticatkm ; for he hears the de&re of the hun 
will not fotget their cry. 
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^Matth. xxv. 46. #&* rigbteous jhall go into Ufe eternaU 



ETerhallife is the comprehenfive fum of all that 
good,. that a rational foul caii hope for, or a- 
fpire after, as its happinefs 2 And therefore it has 
pleafed the irifiriitely wife Gbd, in his moral govern- 
ment of the world, tb^propofe it as the grand tnp- 
twre and encouragement to ali that obedience and fer- 
vicc which he requires of us ; an cncouragement, mt* 
deed, fo truly great» k reward €0 tranfcendently glo- 
rious, that it may well animate us to encounter and 
overcome all the difficulties in the Chriftian journey f 
not only with patience and fortitude, but with alacTi* 
ty and joy. This reward the text offers to our view* 
as the great objeft of our faith and hope, the nobta 
prize for which we are to contend, and the happy 
iffue with which ail our fufferings and labours in re- 
ligion (hall be nnally crowned: For the righteous 
fhall go into life eternal. 

Our Bleffed Savsour haying, from the 31(1 verfe o£ 

this chapter, given a vcry lively and affetting defcrip- 

tion of hi« Coming to judgment j having decbred thea 

1 1 feutencg 



2&Z On tbt Hcppinefs cf a future State. Ser. 29. 

fcntence that fhall then be paffed on the righteous and 
on the wicked, viz. a fentence of abfolution, of ,fo- 
lemn approbation, of a glorious reward, to the right- 
cous ; " Come, ye blefTed of my Father, inherit thc 
<c kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
€t the world :" But a fentencc of condemnation, of 
amazing horror, to the wicked ; " Depart froni mc, 
€€ ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil 
€€ and.his angels :" He conciudes the awful fcene with 
the verfe which contains the words of our text: 
€€ And thefe " 1. e. the wicked u (hall go into ever- 
€t lafting punifhment, but the righteous mto life ctcr- 
"" nal." 

Concerning the firft of thefe, the deplorable con- 
dition of the wicked in another world, I fliall not now 
chfcourfe. But I would lead your thoughts to Mount 
Zion, the city of the living CJod, the heavenly Je- 
rufalem ; to the general Aflembly and Church of thc 
Firft-born ; to God, the Judge of all ; to thc fpirxts of 
juft men made perfeft ; and to Jefus, the Mcdiator of 
the new covenant. And here, indeed, a beautiful fcene 
opens to our view, a moft delightful profped tp every 
finceTe Chriftian, the fcrious contemplation of which 
is of admirable ufe to fceep us ftedfaft and immove- 
abie, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 

In difcourfing, then, on this delightful fubjeft, after 
dfcfcribing the charafter of the righteous who fhall go 
ipto eternal life, I fhall endeavour to give you fome 
impeTfcft account of that future ftate of happinefs 
iuto which they fliall enter ; and then make fome 
pra£Ucal improvement. 

I. With refpefl to the charadcr of the righteous, 
the apoftle Paul defcribes it in few, but exprefhve 
words : " They are juftified, wafhed and fan&ified 
€t in the naine of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit 
** of our God (a). n 

1. Thcy 

(*) X Cor. ti. H. 
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x. They are juftified through the perfeft righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift imputed to them : And this, as it is 
their diftinguiihing privilege, difplays alfo the exceed- 
ing riches of Divine grace : . For God having accepted 
the obedience and fatisfattion of his owh Son, the 
Mediator, in their ftead, he has placed it to their ac- 
count, and reckons it theirs, as if they themfeives 
had performed it ; and in this manner, they have ob«- 
tained the forgivenefs of their fins, and are accepted 
as rightepus in the fight of God. Hence, in fcripture» 
they arejiot only faid to be juftified freely by nis grace* 
through the redemption tjiat is in Jefus ; but to be 
made the righteoufnefs of God, *. e. righteous irv 
the fight of God, through him. 

2. They arc alfo fan£Hfied by renewing grace. And 
this indeed infeparably accompanies the former ; for, 
whom God juftifies, them he alfo fan£M£es. And 
thence, thcre refults an inward fincerity and purity 
of mind and intention, a difpofition to comply witft 
cvery part of duty, and a converfation becoming the* 
eofpel of Chrift. Not, that they are righteous In a 
ftri& and perfeft fewfe. N05 thc righteoufnefs of 
' thc beft and moft improved faint, werc it to bc rried 
fey thc xule of perfection, and examined by the light 
ot Divine holinefs and knowledge, would bc found 
cxtremely drfe&ive ; for in €( many things we offend 
" all." But the meaning is, they are reafly, though 
not completely, rightcous 5 their minds unfeignedly 
approve the whole law of God, their wills prevafling- 
ly confent to it, and the courfe of their a&ions mani- 
fefts their zeal to obferve it. In a word, perfe&iori 
in holincfs is their earneft wifh, though not their 
a£tual attainment ; it is what they now afpire tb f 
but cannot fully reach ; this being referved as part of 
their prc>mifed reward, and a neceflary ingredient in 
that future happinefs for which thcy are now prepar- 
ing. / 

This, then, is the chara&er of the righteous, that 
which diftinguiflns them from the men of thc world. 
a.Ii ^ws&». 
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Thefc are they who> having waftied theinobes, »i 
Hiade them white in the blood of the Larab, (bl 
ftand before thc throne of God, and feivc him daf 
mnd night in his heavenly temple. Aml tha Iwfl 
mc. 
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II. To give you fome account of that future Itt 
of happincfs, here called eternal life, into whkhtb 
righteous (hall enter. 

But, who is equal to fuch an undertaking? 1» 
grandeur of the fubjeft dazzles our minds, tnnWj 
our moit lofty conceptions, and cannot be rcpicfcw 
by the moft fignificant wonls. It doth not yrt^ 
pear, fays the apoitle, what we fhallbe. Itisajty 
and a happinefs yet to be revealed, of whichit** 
form no diftinct notion, till we enter withinthcwi 
and are admitted into the heavenly fancloary. wj 
to check prefumptuous and unavailing curiofitj» * 
arc exprefsly told, that " eyc hath nct feen, ta * 
" hcard, neither hath it entcred into the heatt « 
€C man to conceivc, the things which God hath I* 
€S pared for them that love Him n 

As God, however, has been pleafed to aflW? 
fome light concerning the future, and as we wf 
to be frequently employed in meditating on this ** 
lightful fubj^ft, I fhall endeavour to gi^P you, «* 
Divine revelation, fomc imperfedt account of thatw 
ture ftate of happinefs, wLich is promifed tothcnp* 
teous. And, O that, by the bleOiiig of Gotl, itnuj 
beget in you an ardent def.ro after it, and engAgCT? 
^o fcek that temper and difpofition of foul, vlai 
alone can qualify you for the cnjoymcnt of it. 

This (tate of future happinefs is reprcfentcd in u* 
text, undcr the notijn of eternal life, and to this 1 
fhall chiefly confine niyfelf in what I am to fay cofr 
cerning it. 

Life, you know, h the foundation of everycnjot- 
jpent 3 nay, in thc common eitimation of men, it u 

thc 
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tlie moft dcfirable of earthly bleffings. The tf ue no- 
tion of it is, to be well and happy. The damned in 
hell are alive ; but they are fo far from enjoying life, 
that their deplorable and wretched condition is ftyled 
in fcripture the fecond cleath i nay, the Spirit of truth, - 
will not allow the life of the wicked in this world to be 
true life, but fpeaks of them as dead in trefpafles and 
fins. Even that decaying and frail life we now live, 
though we be fo fondly in love with it, does hardly de- 
ferve the name of life. But the life of the blefled in 
heaven, is life in its utmofl perfe&ion ; pure, unmix- 
ed, unalhyed life. For, 

i. They are perfeftly delivered from every thing 
rhat makes the prefent life uneafy and burthenfome. 

In this ftate of mortality, there is nothing fo < 
grievous to a good man, to an exercifed Chriftian, as 
fin. This is that law in his members that warreth . 
agatnft his mmd. At intervals, in fpite of all his ex- - 
ertions, his propenfities to pleafure and folly are reviv-- 
ed ; and though the general tenor of hisv conduct e- * 
vinces that his heart is right with God, yet he often? 
fee^s the ardour of hifrlove to hiny afeated ; he feel*; 
reltvitarice and averfibn to perfevese* in his fervice, > 
and is fometimes tempted to reftrainr prayer . before • 
him. Thefe failures are a fourceof : frequent lamen- 
tation ; a fdurce however, that, ia this life> will never - 
wholly be exhaufted. Perfe&ion, is the ftandard which 
man fhould fet before him; bufc perfecl:ion< hc never- 
can attain. IJe may attempt to purify his heart as 
God is pure; but iniquity muft ftill prevail againft 
him. In tlie life tp come*, however* he will ohtain • 
complctti deliverance. The very being of ■< fm will ! 
then be deftroyed, every evil inclination .cftdicated*,. 
and the foul foreverfreed fr-om this-inteftine enemy. 
Tliink with yourfekes, ye ehildren of.God* what a .. 
happy life you : would fcad here, if fin didnot drfturb-. 
ybt*r peace, if rt did nbt imbitter youn-comforts, 
andimprcfs yoitwith the dread of future wrath.' Ho\r 
-■ ■ " 2l 3- toPMV* 
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happy, then, are chcy t to whom an entrance is athft 
admimftered into that world, in which its power is 
no moTC fclt ? Happy indeed, unfpeakably fcappy, 
thofc perfeAcd fpirits of the juft, whofe warfarc with 
£n is now cnded, who have obtained a comptete vic- 
tcry, an cternal triumph over it ! 

But ag-iin, ali the natural confcquences, the penal 
ctfects of fin, wiil bc excluded from thathappy ftate, 
Thefe now prcy upon our tranfitory life, and diminifh 
its comforts. Our lwcets herc are ftiil attendedwith 
a fting, and grcat enjoyments bring greater forrowi 
but, there, they will not difturb our repofe. The in- 
habitants of that uppcr hpufe fhall not fiy they are 
fick, neither (hall they grieve ; for God will wipe a- 
way all tears from their cyes ; and thcrc (tiaJl be no 
more death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither fhall 
there be any morc paln ; for the former things are 
pafled away. In a word, in thc midft of that innu- 
merable afiembly of the bleflcd, thcrc is not one eye 
that weeps, one breaft that fighs, or one tongue that 
complains. How happy then are thofe glorified faints, 
whofe fears are vanithed with their guiit ; and who, 
as they (hail fin, fo they (hall forrow no irore ! 

Finally, the tcmptations of Satan, and of a wicked 
wcrld, ihall liave no place there.. There, the wicked 
ceafefromtroubling; there, the weary are at reft, and 
they hear not thc voice of the oppreflor. Tlien, 
Satan, their impiacabie enemy, wiJl be bound inchains, 
and caft into the bottomlefs pit. The Chriftian, once 
landed on the heavenly fhore, is fafe, and eteraaily 
cut of his reach. Jrom him he has thenceforth no- 
thing to fear. And, O, with what pleafure wiil he 
look back, as it were, 011 the amazing dangers he has 
efcaped, 011 the boifterous waves by which he had 
been tofled, while in this wafte and howling wilder- 
nefs ! And how cheerfully wiil he join with his fcJ- 
low faints in that triumphant fong ; " Now is come 
" falvation, and the kjngdom of our Uod, and the 

." power 
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K power of his Chrift ; for the accufer and tcxpptcr 
,€ is calt down* and will never lift up his hcad tp 
H hurt ancl affli& us mj niore !" 
. . a. The happinefc of the righteous in a future ftatc, 
will confift not only in a complete deliverance from 
every thing that is troublefome and uneafy, but in 
the fuH pofleffion of the greateft good of which their 
nature is capable. 

And this is what is chiefly meant by eternal life in 
die tcxt % for that can mean nothing tefs than life in 
Us greateft perfeftion. We then truly live, when we 
draw our fixft breath in ahe air of heaven ; whcn we 
open our eycs on the beautie^ «nd glory of the unfeen 
world, and enter on the works and joys of the hea- 
venly ftate. That jndeed is the true birth-day of a 
faint : fo that this expreflion denotes the afflucnce of 
all that can render our ftate completely happy. 

I might here obferve to you, that the bodies of the 
faints at thc refurre&ion, will be made more perfeci 
than they were in this world. Our prefent earthly 
bodies are perpetually tending to corruption ; and, 
how admirable foever their ftrufture may be, they are 
at beft but houfes of clay, whofe foundation is in the 
duft. But then, they ihall be raifed incorruptible and 
glorious bodies, and be purified to that degree, as to 
partake of thc immortality of the foul. " The dead," 
the apoftle tells us, " fliall be raifed incorruptible ; 
t€ for this corruptible muft put on incorruption, and 
" tliis mortal muft put on immortality j" and then 
fliall be brought to pafs the faying that is written* 
" Death is fwallowed up in viftory (/)." 

The happinefs of this bleffed ftate, hcwever, will 
chiefly confift in the perfe£r. and heavenly life of the 
foul j for, then, all its powers will be enlarged, and 
its defires fatisfied. 

The underftanding will be cnlightened with new 
difcoveries of ufcful and noble trutbs 5 with a more 

clear, 
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c";j^c^t2ic, rr.i ful! apprehenfion of many rhings, 

c:r.jrrr:r.r which we row doubt, or know but Httle. 

Wr.i: i r-^T f fhcrt-tl^hted creature is man, mthls 

w:rM ! Erer. rhr-fe who, by much labour and ftudy, 

Li7- v:-:r.ei tcit kncwledge of more than othcrs ', 

y -: t h: w ::w ire the things they know, in comparifon 

w : .:h :hc:e cf which they are ignorant ? But whcn 

thc uir.ri arrive at the minlions of glory, thofc fcales 

w:II dror frcm the:r eyes, and a glorious fcheme of 

D-rir.c :rj:*: be rreferited to them. Then fhall they 

tr.cw Gn-d hlrr.felf, tr.c AII in All, the perfefHon of 

execr.erxe z~± of Iotc. Here, it is but a fmall por- 

t:cr. rf h:r:f?:f t :ha: he hath rerejled to the fons of 

rr.cr.. Whs: :s h:s narcc, and what is h:s Son's 

r.irse, whc car: tel*. ? But, then, they fhall kr.ow 

H:m, cven a« they i!fo are kr.own; forthey (hallfcc 

H:m is hc :?. Nct that rhey wi!l be able to comprc- 

herd :he Dr.hr.c ru:ure : No, th:it is not pofTible for 

the rr.cft rerfecr rlr.ire being. But they will £et fuch 

difccTcric< cf h:> g!orie % :? perfcctions, of his incom- 

parable exceiler.cies, as infinircly tranfcend ovr prc- 

ier.t cc:"fCert : cv>. " Now," fays thc spcftic, " wc 

M fec thrcu^h a ghfs darkly, but then fr.re ro facc (cK* 

And whir an ir.rini:e pleafure muft th? conrempla- 

tion cf fuch an a!L-gIorious cHccl atford to fuch 

raifed and elcrstcd rr.ind?, which by e*ery new dif- 

coTeiy are ftill en-arged to difcoTer raore, ami havc 

ftill new light pourir-^ \r. v.pcn rheirraTifhed fculs? — 

But further, thcy will alio haTe a far more comprc- 

henfiTe and delightful kncwledge of the works of 

God, than we can pofr.bly attain to, in this ftate of 

darknefs and imrerfecHon. Here, many.thingsap- 

pear to us creohed, which \ve know norhow to make 

flraight. The fteps of Gcd are often in- the decp ; 

his counfels are unfearch^ble, and his ways paft finci* 

ing out. But, in the realms of light, the faints will 

fcc into thcfe dark mazes of providence, which i'o 

niudi 
(#) x Cor. jpii. 12* 
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much pcrplex thc minds of good men : Where- 
fore the wicked profper, and the workers of ini- 
quity flourifh apace ; why the righteous are fo much 
affli&ed, and waters of a full cup wrungout to them. 
Here, we fee, as it were, but one end of the chain 
of providence •, there, we fhall view it from beginning 
to end, and behold all the links admirably joined and 
faftened together : And then, the whole ficheme being 
viewed at once, all the feeming blemifhes will dif- 
appearj and not only the juitice and holinefs, but 
the"wifdom and goodnefs-of the Divine government, 
will appear unexceptionable. The great myftery of 
our redemption, that myfterious wifdom of God t 
will alfo be then unfolded to the faints, and employ 
their never-ceafing admiration and praife. In a word, 
they will then be able to reconcile all the fancicd 
contradi&ions in the conduft of providence, and in 
the glorious fcheme of our redemption by a crucified 
Saviour ; nay, they will fee and admire the whole, 
as all-perfeft, harmonious, and beautiful. Now, wc 
fec by faith •, but faith will then ceafe, and be per- 
fc&ed in vifion. Wc now fee God by a refle£tton 
of his perfe&ions* from his works ; but the veil will 
be then drawn afide, and we fhall fee him face to 
face. Glorious day ! when thofe fhadows fhall fly 
away, and the Sun of righteoufnefs irradiate our 
fouls with his divine light and fplendour. 

The happinefs of this life. of the faints in glqry» 
wrll alfo confift iri" the perfeft conformity of their 
wills to the nature and will of God. For this is the 
happy and necefTary refult of their immediate vifion 
of Him. Accordingly, when the apoftle John gives 
us that fummary account of what we now know, 
concerning the glory and happinefs of this future 
ftate, he conjbins thefe two branches of it : cc We 
cc know,'* fays he, " that whcn he fhall appear^ we 
Cl fliall be like Him, for we fhall fee Him as he is (i) J 1 

Witfc 
(f) I John w Zm. 
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With what difliculty is it, that even the moft ferious 
Chriftians, while in this valley of tears, get their wills 
fnrought to a compliancc* with the will oT Gpd ? 
What avejrfion to their duty are they often doomed 
to feel ? But thcre, like the angels in heaven, they 
will be ail rcfignation and compliance with his will. 
And as they will be thus perfe&ly conformed to 
the jvill of God, fo they will be exercifed in the moft 
vigorous afts of Divine fove. Love, is that grace which, 
thc apoftle tells us, will abide, when prophecies fail, 
when tongues ceafe, and when knowledge vanifties a- 
way(i). It is an,impiortal grace, that lives beyond 
time, and will live and flourilh while eternity lafts* 
The faints above, as they know the ever-blefled God, 
and contemplate his glory by immediate vifion ; fo, 
they love him with the moft pure and ardent alfec- 
tion. There, perfecl: knowledge kindles perfeft love, 
And, indeed, it is impoflible that they can behold 
fo much beauty and goodnefs, fuch vaft unmeafurable 
glory, without loving them. It is the great complaint 
of the pious here on earth, that their love is languid 
aad faint- I appeal to your own experience : When 
you attempt to love him, and to raile your affe&iona 
to things above, what (inful damps and coldnefe hang 
beavy on your minds ? What allurements offer to 
entice you from your duty? Even when you gct 
neareft to your God and Redeemer, ftill you find 
reafon to complain of your diftance, and to utter the 
pfalmihVs pafllonate wifli"; c< When fhall I come, and 
t€ appear before God ?" But, in the church triumph- 
ant, there will be no fuch complaints ; for that love, 
which is here but as a fmoking flax, will be there 
a bright and a&ive flame. Nor will it vent itfelf, as 
it often does here, in mournful defires after an ab- 
fent God, but in moft fatisfying complacency in Ws 
eternal prefence aud love. To render the faints un* 
fpeakably happy, every thing in heaven wiil confpire } 

the 
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glories of the place, the fociety of angels and fcl- 
* faints, the ferenity of their own pure and im- 
culate fouls ; but, above all, the enjoyment of their 
rious God and gracious Redeemer. For, as they 
>w that they love him, and feel this love to bethe 
rmeft affe&ion of their hearts ; fo, they know thatf 
alfo loves them. Nay; every moment they tafte 
his love, and live upon it with inconceiveaole de- 
it. And, O, what an unknown fatisfaftion muft 
fe in the mind from the full aflurance of the loyc 
God ! What tongue can exprefs, what heart con- 
ve, the facred pleafure that fills every foul in hea- 
1, under the immediate and lively fenfations of this 
vine love ! Is communion with God on earth fo 
|uifitely delightful, that a gracious foul would not 
:hange one minute of it for aU the moft luxufious 
afures of the fons of men ? Is it fo delightful, at. 
s humble diftance, to tafte of the ftream ? How 
onceiveable then muft be the happinefs of dwelling. 
the fountain head, and drinking of thofe rivers of 
afure, that flow at God's right hand for evermore ! 
A.nother thing that will render the life of the righ- 
ius in heaven unfpcakably happy, is, their exercife 
d employment. In the fcriptures, they are repre- 
ited, as refting not day nor night ; as praifing and 
ging Hallelujahs to Him that fittethupon the 
rone, and to the Lamb ; faying, " Worthy art. 
thou, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power ; for thou haft created all things, and for 
thy pleafure they are and were created : To 
Him that loved us, and wafhed us from our fins 
in his 6wn blood, and hath made us kings and 
priefts unto God and his Father ; to Him bc 
glory and dominion, for ever and ever." .Their 
ercife, in a word, is one continued triumph over 

and Satan, and a conftant celebration of the praifes 
redeefning love : And, O,. what harmonious me- 
iy will this make, when every foul is filled with 
fc, and eyery tongue refounds the praifes of their 



fhall go into life eternal ; and thia endears tl 
fions of glory to the righteous, as much as it 
titter the gloomy regions of hell to the wickc 
years nor ages meafure the delights of heavei 
ranfomed of the Lord, when they come t 
have cverlafting joy on their heads. The inh 
is incorruptibie, and fadeth not awaf. It 
ternal, as well as exceeding weight of glor 
when millions of aees are paft and gone, ; 
immortality is ftill before them. And whal 
cent will it give to the praifes of the redeeme<j 
in the triunxph of full fecurity in the Divine p 
they can fay, cc This God is our God for e 
cc ever l" Here is happinefs, as it were, redoi 
the comfortable refleftion, that He will be tl 
tion through eternity, and that they ihall 
with the Lord. 

Thus I have endeavoured to give you fome 
feft account of that eternal life, which is p 
to the righteous in a future world. 

And now, have we not the higheft xeafon 
rriire and adore the excceding riches of God' 
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c< man, % that thou fbouldft thus vifit him ?" Upon 
out apoftafy from Him, he might juftly have doomed 
us all to endlcfs mifery, without giving us the moft 
diftant pfofpeft of happinefs. What reafon, then, have 
we to adore and worftiip Him, who, in his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, and 
civen encoiiragement to feek after eternal life througk 
his Son ! * 

But again, what returns of gratitude and praife do 

we owe to our Blefied Redeemer, who laid down hU 

own precious life, that we might obtain falvation and 

«ernal glory! If the Son of God had not come into 

the world, life and immortality had not beenbrought 

to light by the gofpel. Hdw did he abafe himfeif, 

f tiiat we might be cxalted ! For our fake he became 

>oor, that we, through his poverty, might be made 

ich: Nay, he cheertully fubmitted to death, even 

* ic death of the crofs, that we might inherit etern-al 

ife. What obligations, then, do we ly under to the- 

lefled Rcdeemer, through whofe merits and intercef- 

>n it is, that we are adnutted into the manfjoas of 

[lory ! 

But further, hence we fee, that it is no vain thing 

ferve the Lord. No ; verily there is a reward for 

[he righteous. God will give grace and glory, and 

will withhold no. good thing from them that walk 

iprightiy. Let it then be your greateft conqerp,- ypur-» 

jrho are ftill unbelievers, and thus faave no title ,to 

ternal lifc ; iet it be your greatcft concsru, that, 

ou may be of the happy number of the righteous, 

ho fhall at laft go into it. Give all diiigcttce to get 

m intereft in the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift ; 

hat, being juftified by faith, you mav be madc 

eiTg according to the hope of eternal life. Labour 

ifter inherent holinefs. Implore Divine grace to 

lake a fanftifying change 111 your nature. Take up 

rith nothing fhort of it. Dream not of entering in- 

' the kingdom of God without being born from a- 

pre. Remembcr, you muft live the life of the righ- 

2 K VttS** 
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teous, if you would have your latter end Iike his. 
Vor it 13 an eftablifhed truth, that without hoHnefs 
no man fhall fee the Lcrd. 

And how fhould the profpeft of this eternal and 
excecding weight of glory animate ybu, who are fin- 
cere believers in Chrift Jefus, to be daily purifying 
yourfelves even as he is pure ! If any fpark of true 
ambition dwells in youj will not fuch a profpefl: 
kindle it ? will not this enliven your affe&ions, and 
arm you with facred refolution ? An eternity of joy, 
a kingdom with God, a crown of life, and rightcouf- 
nefs that fadeth no* away ; How can yoii think of 
thefe, and ndt be prefling forward toward the mark, 
fcr the prize of our high caJling that is with God, 
through Jefus Chrilt ? 

You are now indeed in a militant ftate j a ftate of 
trial and confli£h. But, take comfort; this warfare will 
foon be over, and then will come the day of everlaft- 
ing peace and triumph. If ydu are now faithful to 
the death* your exalted Redeemer has promifed to 
give y oU the crown of life ; and that in the mean time 
his grace (hal! be fufficient for you. Wherefore, be. 
ye ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of thc Lord, forafmuch as ye know, that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

■And now, may thc God of all grace, who hath 
ctillcd iis unto his eternal glory byChrift Jefus, make 
you perfeQ:, ftablifh, ftrengtfien, fettle you : To Him 
be glofyattS domrmen, forevcr and ever, Amen. 
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Pfalm cxvi. ij. Preciws in the ftgU ofthe Lordi* 
the death of hisfaints. 

THIS houfe in which you have often experienced 
the goodnefs of the Lord, is to-day an houfe 
of mourning. Nor are you the only mourners in 
Zion on thia occaGon ; others arc aflembled to weep 
with you, and to bewail the lofs which you ahd 
the church of Chrift have fuftained. Painful i* 
the tafk affigned to me ; but if, in this cafc, the feel- 
ings of defpondence ought' to be chccked, our for- 
rows will furely be greatJy alleviated, whUe we re- 
fiecl, that ", precious in the fight of the Lord is thc 
" dcath of his faints." 

It is cvident, that fome remarkable deliverance from 
great forrow and trouble, is celebrated by David in thi$ 
pfalm ; andthc difTerent opinions refpe&ing the event 
to which it refers, do not afFedt the fenfe of the text. 
The fewtimcnt exprefied in thefe wbrds, naturally 
rifes in a pious mind, when rerle&ing on the graciou* 
interpofition of hcavcn in the hour of imminent dan- 

,. . ' 2 K 2 gttt 
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fjer m d c:flrsfs. €€ The iottows of deith compaftd 
44 a^, and thc pains of heil gat hold upoo me : I 
" four^. iroubte and fbrrow." In this fituation, he 
is dcfcrihed as ealiicg opon thc name of the LorJ to 
cciWer him. — Xcr did he call in Tain : thc Lord bow- 
exi c ;wc his eai; he hcard his fupplications^ aad help- 
iti hlci. 

Wiih gratcful emctions of heart, the Pfalmift now 
celebrates the praifcs cf his Almighty Saviourj 
" Rctum unto thy rc*** O my fou!, for the Lord 
" hath deak bountifu!ly with thee." This lcads hira 
\p reir.2Tk as a geaeral truth, tha£ " precious in the 
,f fight of the Lcrd is thc death of his faints." 

Thefe words e\idcnrlv point out to us» what I pro- 
prfe 2 in the foilowing ducourfe, to confider ; Firft % 
JThe characier of thote who are here denominated 
fain:s ; And, St,xxd/j f In what refpc&s their death 
is precious ia the fight of the Lord. 

I. Thc Jirfl thing propofed, is to ofFer fome re# 
maifcs coBcerning th« chara&er of thofe wbe are 
mentioned in the text. The tcnn, faints, literally 
figmfic* be/y perf§ms 9 both in the original language* 
and in our tranflation. It is a defignation frcquently 
givcn to the godly, as expreflivc of their genuine 
ehara&er; and it wouldbe nolefs abfurd, ro call an 
unhcly perfon afaint, than to call ^ righteous perfon 
a {mncr. The Lord, wha k glorious in holincfs, 
and the inexhauftible fountain of perfeclion, can have 
j\o dclight in the ungodly and impure. Hence, an 
irreverlible decree hath pafied in heaven, that " with- 
c< out holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord ;" and as the 
flame confumeth the (lubble, fo will thc fire of hi$ 
holinefs burn up the ungodly, who with fallen ipirits 
fhall have their portioa in that lake of torments, 
whofe fmoke is afcending for ever. liencc, God 
faith of his own people ; " Thou art a holy.people 
cc unto the Lord thy God : the Loxd thy God hath 

" chofea 
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" ehofen thee to be a fpecial people to himfelf, above* 
u till peoplcthat are on thv.- face of the earth. And 
" they fhall catt them the holy people, the redeemed 
* c of the Lord." This is the reafon why they arer 
denominated faints, or holy. The term implies, that 
they are cleanfed by the Wood and fpirit of the Sa- 
viour, to be an ho!y people both in heart and life. 

Infinite wifdom and goodntfs have devifed mean* 
fufficiently efFrcacious to renew and fencVify the mo(t 
impure. " Come, n-ow, and let us reafon together r 
u faith the Lord : Though your fins be as fcarlet, 
u they (hall be white as fnow \ though they hc red 
u like crlmfon, they ffrall be as wool.'' How de- 
piorable the condition o£ thofe to whom this is ad- 
drefled ! They are chara&erifed as^ a finful nation r 
a people laden withiniquity; u a feed of evil-doers,. 
** children that are corrupters, who have* forfakenr 
" the Lord, and provoked the Holy One of Ifrael."' 

Sin is the great caafe which excludes creatures 
.from the favour of their Creator, and draws upor* 
them innumerabfc eviis. It renders the life of the 
linner miferable, and his death awful. Before menr 
can either enjoy God'3 favour here, or be fitted for 
the immediate vifions of his glory hereafter, their 
fouls muft be purified by the wafhing of regeneration f 
and renewing of the Holy Ghofl :: they muft be 
wafhcd in the blood of the Lamb. Hence, David* 
the man according ro God's own heart, was wont xo 
pray, " Wafti me throughly from mine iniquity, 
■** and cleanfe me from my fin. Create in rne a clearr 
u heart, O' God, and renew a right fpirit within 
u me." — He remembered what God faid to Ifrael ; 
u Ye fhail fan£rify yourfelvea, and ye fhall be holy r 
u for I am Htoly." ' 

When John was favoured with a vifiorf of the re- 

deemed, who ftood before the Throne, and befdre 

the Lamb v he beheld them- arrayed in white robes» 

with palms in their hands ;. and was informed, that 

2 K 3 they 



venly Father. Thcy are not only countedo 
mily of God, by adoption \ but thcy are in 
children, being formed after his image, a 
partakers of the Divine nature, having God 
in them, and they in God. 

As rays unite to form a bright luminousf] 
fo, juftice, truth, mercy, love, joy, peace, lo 
ing, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith* mcekneft 
perance, unite in perfeft harmony, and 
that holinefs, which is the delight of the 
faithful in Chrift Jefus. A holy life, cor 
to thofe fruits of the Spirit, completcs thi 
of thofc who arc fain-ts. 

This truth is confirmed by the pfalmbe 
begins with a difplay of that lovc, which g 
heart of all thc faints, and which powi 
llrains thcm to that obedience which 
cheerful, an<l uniform. Hencc the refolut 
before the Lord in the land of thc living. 
Almighty's comnvind to Abraham ; " \ 
41 me, and be thoupeffefr. :' % and it is the 
mination of every true faint, to walk bcfc 
tinto all pleafing ; to walk as in hts prefet 
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In this manner, their faintfhi^ . 
world, and holinefs to the Lord efh^ 
chara&er. This holinefs is not foun\ 
ftraint,. nor does it depend on the feeblt, 
apoftate heart ; but is eftablifhed by the 
an Almighty Redeemer, in whofe fight, 
as well as their life, is precious. \ 

This leads me to the fecond general head o*^ .ai- 
courfe, which was to fhew in what refpe£ts their 
death is precious in his fight. 
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II. It was fin that brought death into the world ; and 
which, thcugh eventually a blefling to the faints, 
is a formidable foe, from which human nature fhrinks 
with averfion. % This pfalm, therefore, celebrates the 
goodnefs of God in delivering from death ; and con* 
tains a prayer, that the life which he had fo graciouf- 
Jy preferved, might for the future be fpent in his fer- 
vice. This remarkable prefervation of the pfalmift/a 
life, was the reafon of the obfervation in the text ; 
that " precious in the fight of the Lord is the death 
" of his faints." \ - 

Their death is precious in his fight, in that he \% 
pleafed often to blefs them with length of days, and 
to bring them to the grave in a good old age, as a 
fhock of corn comes in his feafon. The fons of vior 
lence and ftrife frequently rife up againft the faints of 
God. But, their life and all that is dear to them, ar$ 
depofited in his hands as a facred truft ; he forfaketh 
tfiem not in any cafe, and in his fight their life as well 
as their death is prerious. He redeems their fouls 
from deceit and violence, and *will not permit their 
blood wantonly to be fhed : nor will he bring thera 
to the grave, till death, to them, become great gain. 

Old age is in a peculiar mannet promifed to the 
faints. " They fliall inherit the earth, while the 
" wicked, who are in great power, and fpread them- 
" felves like a green bay tree, (hail be cut down like 
€< the grafs, and pafs away."~ ." The Lord knoweth 



faith thc prophet, u and no man layeth it 
" and merciful men are taken away, nonc 
c< ing that the righteous are taken away fro 
c< to come." The faints are the pillars of 
and their death portends evil to the place a 
in which they have livecl. There were not U: 
perfons in Sodom, and dreadful ruin came. 
itfelf is prcferved for their fakes \ and M 
" Ijord cometh out of his place, to puni 
" habitants of it for their iniquity," the 
removed by death, that they may not be tl 
tators of fuch direful calamities. Thus, 
comforts himfelf, that he fhould not live 
Babylonifli captivity, which was foretold l 
phet Ifaiah : u Good is the word of the ] 
•' he, which thou hafl fpoken."" 

I would not prefage ilT to the country, 
Church of God. But, when we confider 
heinous and prefumptuous fins of this i 
efForts of profanity to defaat, of infidelit 
and of diflipation to elude the force of rel 
the mind 5 the ftrange inconfiftency betw< 
lief and praftice of manv ; and the pre 
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live to fce ? " Help, Lord, for the godly man ceafeth ; 
" for the faithful fail from among thc children of 
« men. w 

Again, precious ih thc eyes of thc Lord is the 
death of his faints ; becaufe, he deprives death of its 
fting, and encourages them in the moment of depar- 
ture to commit their fpirits to his care, and rely with 
confidence on his ability to fave to the uttermoft ail 
thofe who fincejrely believe in his mediation. Thejf 
are at all times his peculiar care : but, then, his al- 
mighty arm is ftretched out in a particular manner 
to fupport them : and with that voice which caliect 
alt nature into exiftence, he bids .them not fcar, for 
He is with them ; even He, who has the keys of 
death and of the unfeen ftate in his hand, who him- 
fclf has encountered the King of terrorv ^nd wh^> 
knows what fupport they need in the dying hour. 
It was on this account that David fung with trium- 
phant joy, " Though I walk through the valley of thc 
'? fhadow of death, yet will I fear no evil \ fbr thou art 
w with me, thy rod and thy ftafF they comfort me." ' 

Many tender fcenes indeed are prefented to the 
mind of a dying faint ! The very idea of death muft 
affedk more or lefs everi the gayeft heart : It cannot 
be drefled out in any form tnat will reconciJe thc 
refleding mind to pafs it by wkhout the fenfattons 
of folemnity and awe. TKe pallid deje&ion, pining 
grief, and anxious care of tender conneclions, with 
whom it is painful to part, cannot prevent the gra- 
dual approach of the laft inevitable hour* 

In his laft moments tlie faint experiences that hift 
death is precious in the fight of God. This graciou* 
promife, replete with every comfort, fortifies him a- 
gainft defponding fears, and brightens his foul with 
a ray of hope, when this world darkens on his view. 
Sympathifing angels hover round his departing fpirir, 
reatiy to ^onduSt .it to the realms of glory. That 
benevolent Sayiour, who himfelf trod the thorny 

gathft 



ia Him who is their falvation and their 
depart in pcace, willing to be abfent frc 
and prefent with thc Lord$ having a fori 
mifed joys. Thus they triumph in the hc 
for God the Saviour is with them. To f 
fage through the dark vale lofes in a m; 
fcjwers ; and the tremendous gates of < 

1)ortals which lead to thofe pleafurcs at 
land, where, according to St PauFs c 
guage, tliey (hall be fiiled with all tl 
Godt 

In his fight the death of his faints is 
caufe by it he brings them to everlafting 
is in all mankind, unbiafied by prejudic 
defire and prefage of immortality ; and 
a future exiftence is infepaTably conne 
idea of an all-powerful, wife, juft and 
The darknefs that refled on this profp 
ftanding the general prevalence of thc 
now removcd by the gofpel of Chri 
brought life and immortality to light, d 
clouds that rcfted on the grave, and pa 
cndlefs cxiftence beyond the darknefs oi 
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fufferings, as onc o£ the greateft and nobleft effe£W 
of his afcenfion into heaven, and of his powerfui 
mediation for us at the right hand of God. The fe- 
Iicity of heaven is indeed the gift of God 5 but that 
gift is acquired and Cecured for us thrpugh Jefufr 
Chrift our Lord* — €€ I give unto my fheep," faith, 
our Lord, " the prize of eternal life ; and they fhalj 
•' never perifh ; neither fhall any one pluck them out 
€t of my hand." This eternal life imports morc than 
we can exprefs or comprehend ; fomething morc ex- 
cellent than what our eye hath feen, or our ear hath 
heard, and beyond what our heart can conceive, 
Crowns, fceptres and triumphs, wordly fuccefs and 
profperity, are but faint refemblances of this eternal, 
unfpeakaole, and inconceiveable happinefs. No pain, 
nor forrow, nor death, are therc. Thcre is fulneft 
of joy and happinefs for ever ; in kind and dcgrcc, too 
great to bc expreffed, and too glorious to be compre- 
hended, by men who dwell in bodies of clay. No* 
fliall the fouls of the faints only be thus bleffed and 
happy. Their bodies, which now reft in hopc, fhall 
alfo bc raifed with immortal beauty and excellence. 
They are ftill under the guardianfhip of that bleffed 
Saviour, who will not fuffer onc atom to perifh ; who 
was himfelf thc €€ firft fruits of thcm that fleep ;" 
who, by thc rcfurre£kion of his own body, has con- 
fecrated theirs to a bleffed immortality. €€ For, fince 
€€ by man came death, by man came alfo thc refur- 
€t redion of the dead : and thercfore, when Chrift 
" who is our life fhall appcar, we fhall alfo appear 
€€ with him in glory." By that Almighty power by 
which he made the worlds, and upholds them in be- 
ing, by which he nailed our »fins to the crofs, tri- 
umphed over the King of terrors, and Cbnquered all 
the legions bf the prince of darknefs, he will alfo. 
refcue all our captivc bodies from the power of the 
grave, raife them up in hisown moft glorious like- 
nefs, ind € [ fwallow up death in viftory. ,> He will 

command 
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command thc four winds to reftore tLofe bodies which 
they havc driven over thc facc of thc earth, aiul 
fcattercd into ten thoufand partkles of duft. " TLe 
" winds and ftorms will fulfil his word " and all the 

f;eneratk>ns of mcn will return to a Hfe that endureth 
or cvcr. *• I will ranfom them from the power of the 
,f grave; I wiU redeem them from death." — u O death, 
€l I will bc thy plague j O grave, I w:ll be thy de- 
€t ftrucYion." In the joyful profpeft of this happy 
evcnt, a dying faint can even now triumph over 
tleath, and fay, cl O death, where is thy fting ? O 
c< gTave, where is thy vi£tory ? Thanks be to God, 
€t who givcth us the vi£tory, through cur Lord Jefu* 
€t Chrift." Thus precious was the death of your 
latc dcar and juftly honoured paftor, who waited for 
the mercy of our Lord Jefus to eternal life. 

Upon this foleran occafion, you will furely excitf? 
tnc for indulging the feelings of my own heart, whiie 
1 bear this public teftimony to his worth, who was 
rny much valued fatheT and friend. By this tribute 
of refpeft to his memory, I mean to fliow that di- 
ftinguifhing grace of God by which he walked in all 
his commandments and ordinanccs fo blamelefs. 
Though he excelled in every virtue, humility was a 
prominent feature in his chara&er ; and, by this ho- 
nourable mark of diftin&ion, he proved his relation 
to his humble and condcfcending Saviour. 

Though abftra&ed in a great meafure frcm thc 
world, he had a juft difcernment of men and charao 
tcrs. The vencrable gravity of his countcnance awed 
the wicked into filencc, revercnce and rcfpeft ; whilc 
the affablc fweetncfs and gcntlenefs of his manners, 
conciliated tl*e favour and friendfhip of all who had 
the pleafure of his acquaintance. Hjs mind was ever 
ferious, and he was often filent in mixed converfa- 
tion : yet, with a few chofen friends, no one was 
morc cheerful. Poffcffed of that <c charity which is 
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cc thc bond of perfe&nefs," he was flow to believe 
evil reports, and was ever ready to reprefs thdfe ca» 
lumnies, which malice invents, and fpite utters* 

Becaufe he was precious in the fight of the Lord, 
like all his people he was frequently in the furnace of 
afllidHon ; and with a truly Chriftian refignation, hte 
bore every forrow. This was very appareht, when he 
was exercifed by a providence exceedingly aflH&ive* 
the death of his eldeft fon, an amiable and excellent 
young man, whofe temper and talents had excited in att 
his f riends atod companions many a fiattering and fond 
hope. Underthat aflii&ing ftroke, like Aaron, he 
* l held his peace ;" and was calmly refigned to the 
difpofal of that infinite Wifdom, which beft knows 
when to givc, and when to take away. 

He was endued with a fweet and afie&ionate na- 
tural temper, the ornament of a meek and quiet fpi- 
t it, which made his family happy. In him, at once, 
wereTeen the virtues of tne Father, the Hufband, thes 
Mafter, and the friend* *in all which chara&ers, he e- 
minentiy addrned his religious profeflion and hi» 
public office. 

As a minifter of the gofpel, you of this congregatiori 
hi particular wdl know howliecondu&ed himfelf;— 
with what devout afie&ious and propriety he pour* 
ed out hisprayers before God, with you, and for you; 
— With what ferioufnefc and fidclity he preached to 
you the do&rines and dtities of o\ir holy religion,— • 
not in*the words of mln*s wifilom, but in that plain- 
rtefs and firaplicity of language which conftitule the 
true fublime, and which beft become thc fervants o£ 
a crucified Mafter. He preached not himfelf, but 
Chrift Jefus thc Lord, who was all his falvatioii 
and defire, and the only hope fbr guilty perifliing 
fmuers. Tbere was fomething moving in the man- 
«er of his addreftj and the mild benevolcnce of hi» 
afpetft, engagcd the heart in his favour, bcfore he 
uttetfed a wouk He always fpoke arone in earoeft 5 
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and all who attended hi8 holy miniftrationsj were 
confiraied in the perfuaGon, that he himfeJf felt what 
}ie delivered to them* He was indeed a fon of con- 
folation, who could fuccour and comfort the feeble 
•nd difconfolate, and teach the mournful eye to look 
up to heaven. His Mafter's work was conftantly on 
tiis heart ; and he was often known to preach, when 
the ftate of his health required him to defift. Nof 
did he ferve God with that which had coft him no- 
thing \ hc applied himfelf in earneft to the duties of 
his office : and few minifters have fpent more time 
in holy folitude, in fecret prayer, in reading the 
fcriptures, and in writing out hjs fermons at large. 
In a word, he fpent, and was fpent, in his paftoral 
' labours ; and the Lord owned his miniftry to the 
conviftion of many, who will be his joy and crown 
in the day of the Lord. Ye are witneiTes to the fi- 
«ielity and diligence with which he difcharged the 
duties of his office ; by.preaching the word, catechif- 
ing and exhorting his flock in private \ . efpecially the 
poor, the widows and the fatherlefs, in their afflic- 
tion. Ye are witnefies, and God alfo is witnefs, 
in what a holy, and juft, and unblameable manner, 
he behaved himfelf amongft you to his dying hour, 
adoming the do&rjne v/hich he maintained and in- 
culcated. — As the life of this eminent fainfwas ufe- 
ful, laborious, and exemplary : fo, his death was fc- 
rene, comfortable, and precious in the fight of the 
Lq T( 1 •— fo precious, that he was mercifully exempt* 
ed from tedious ficknefs and painful fufferings, the 
ufual forerunners of the King of terrors. 

On the morning of that day which removed him to 
a better ftate, he was feized with an apoplexy, which 
proved fatal. From the moment he was feized v/ith 
the diforder, he continued totally infenfible, till about 
7 o'clock in the evening ; when he quietly fell afleep 
in Jefus, whom he loved and adored ; and his happy 
fbul took its triurnphant fiight to thofe manfions of 

eternal 
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ctcrnal glory, — where, with thofe who have converted 
many to righteoufnefs, he fliall fhine for evcr and 
cver. " -Mark the perfeft man, and behold the up- 
<c right ; for the latter end of that man is peace. ,> 
The event itfelf, and the very fudden way in whicli 
it pleafed God to take him out of the world, are loud 
calls to us all, to hold,faft the fame faith, to rely ou 
the fame righteoufnefs, and to be followers of thenx 
who through faith are now inheriting the promifes. 
T o this congregation and to furrounding fpe&ators, 
their language is — " Be ye alfo ready ; for in fuch an 
cc hour as ye think not, the Son of. man cometh, 
<c BlelTed is that fervant, whom his Lord, when he 
cc cometh, (hall find fo doing." i fhall therefore con- 
clude with the addrefs of the apoftle to the Hebrews ; 
" We defire that every one of you do fhow the fame 
iC diligence, to the fuli afiurance of hope unto th$ 
" end.— -Remcmber him who hath had the rule over 
" you, and haxh" (long and faithf&Ily) cc fpoken 
* c unto you the word of God ; whofe faith foliowi 
[[ cpnfidering the end of his couverfation." 
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